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TUESDJT  the  6th  of  March,  the  houfe  Cnvencion 
of  Commons  refolved  itfclf  into  a  com- J',!;^;'.'^;^,, 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  take  into'"  ^h«  houfe 
their  conHderation  th^convention,  and  ^^0^,7" 
as  foon  as  Frauds  Fane,  Efq-,   the  chairman  ap- 
pointed for  that  committee,  had  take^i  tl^e  chair 
they  began  to  hear  the  merchants,  an.*  <^xamine 
witnelTes,  which  took  up  their  time  till  Thurfday^ 
when  Horatio  W.alpky  Efq-,  Rood  up,  and  fpQke 
to  this  effed: : 

'^  Mr.  Fane^ 
^   '^  Sir,  When  any  treaty  of  peace  or  alliance  Wr.  Wai- 
^  is,    by   the  King's   order,    laid    befjre  ?-rlia-^'f  ^•'^'^ 
ment,  it  is  a  cuitom  fo  long  efbablifhed,  and  2i^?onmxi-j^ 

*  cuflom  that  has  been   fo  conilandy  obferved,  "^°"' 

*  to  prefent  an  addi-efs    of  thanks  upon   every 

*  fuch  occafion,    that  I  fhould  have  thought  it 

*  quite  unneceiTary  to  fay  any  thing  in  favour  of 

*  the  motion  I  am  to  make,  if  more  than  ordi- 

*  nary  pains  had  not  been  taken  to  render  peo- 
^  pie  diflatisfied  with  the  treaty  now  under  our 

*  confideration.     It  is  this  that   has  occafioned 

*  tht  prefenting  of  fo  many  petitions  againfl  it ; 

*  and  it  is  this  that  makes  me  think  it  necef- 
^  fary,  to  endeavour  to  remove  thofe  prejudices 

*  that  have  been  fo  artfully  and  fo  induftrioufiy 
'  raifed  among  all   degrees  of  men,    before   I 

YoL.XVIlI.  B  ^make 
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make   that   motion   with   which  I 
conclude. 

'  I  fhall  begin,  Sir,  with  this  general  obfer- 
vation,  that  when  differences  arife  between  two 
nations,  an  immediate  declaration  of  war  fel- 
dom  is,  and  never  ought  to  be  the  firft  refo- 
lution  of  either.  If  thofe  differences  proceed 
from  any  difpute  about  a  matter  of  right,  juf- 
tice  and  humanity  require,  that  endeavours 
^  fhould  be  ufed  to  have  thofe  difputes  deter- 
mined in  a  peaceable  way,  by  the  true  and  in- 
fallible rules  of  reafon,  before  recourfe  be  had 
to  the  deceitful  and  uncertain  fortune  of  war ; 
and  if  they  relate  to  injuries  done,  or  violences 
committed,  the  fame  juftice  and  humanity  re- 
quire that  fatisfadlion  fhould  be  afk'd,  in  an 
amicable  manner,  by  the  party  offended,  and 
pe^-emptorily  denied,  or  unreafonably  delayed^ 
by  the  party  offending,  before  hoililities  are 
refolved  on.  Even  the  greatefl  affront  that 
can  be  put  upon,  or  the  greatefl  injury  that 
can  be  done  to  one  nation,  by  the  fubje6ls  of 
another,  ought  to  be  complained  of  before  it 
is  revenged  ;  becaufe  the  honour  of  no  nation 
can  be  injured  but  by  fome  publick  or  national 
a6l  in  another  -,  therefore,  when  any  injury  is 
done,  or  affront  given,  by  the  fubjefe  of  one 
flate  to  thofe  of  another,  the  fiate  whofe  fub- 
jeds  have  been  injured,  ought  to  apply  to  the 
other  for  fatisfadlion,  and  ought  not  to  look 
upon  its  honour  as  any  way  affedled,  till  the 
flate,  whofe  fubjedts  committed  the  violence, 
has  made  the  a6l  of  its  fubjedus  its  own,  by  re-^ 
fufing  to  punifh  the  tranfgreffors,  or  to  make 
reparation  for  the  damage  luflained. 

'  This,  Sir,  is  what  juflice  and  humanity  re- 
quire, and  what  is  jufl  and  humane,  muH  be 
honourable.  Therefore  when,  upon  applica- 
tion^ there  appears  a  probability  that  all  dif- 

'  ferences 
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ferences  may  be  fettled  and  adjufted  by  ami- 
cable means,  while  that  probability  lafts,  it 
would  be  unjuft,  it  would  be  barbarous,  and 
confequently  dilhonourable,  to  have  recourfe 
to  arms.  Ambition  or  intereft  may  prompt 
feme  nations  to  make  conquefts,  and  fuch  na- 
tions may,  and  do  often  break  through  this 
eilablifhed  rule  of  juftice  and  true  honour,  by 
laying  hold  of  the  moil  frivolous  pretence  for 
engaging  in  war,  without  any  previous  appli- 
cation for  an  accommodation.  But  as  it  is  not 
the  intereft  of  this  nation  to  make  conquefts, 
and  as,  I  hope,  our  ambition  will  never  pro- 
voke us  to  ad  contrary  to  our  intereft,  we  can 
therefore  have  no  motive  for  tranfgrefling  this 
rule,  with  regard  to  the  differences  that  may 
arife  between  us  and  any  nation  in  Europe, 
'  Upon  this  maxim,  Sir,  and  in  this  light,  if 
we  confider  the  treaty  now  before  us,  I  believe 
it  will  appear  to  be  not  only  a  juft  and  honour- 
able meafure,  but  the  only  juft'  and  honourable 
meafure  we  could  take,  with  regard  to  the  dif- 
ferences now  fubiifting  between  us  and  Spain ; 
fome  of  which  are  fuch  as  proceed  from  dif- 
putcs  that  have  lately  arifen  about  matters  of 
right,  and  the  reft  are  fuch  as  proceed  from 
the  violences  and  depredations  that  have  been 
committed  by  fome  of  the  fubjefe  of  that 
kingdom  againft  the  fubjeds  of  this.  As  the 
matters  of  right  which  are  in  difpute,  are  of 
great  confequence  to  us,  as  Spain  had  little  or 
no  reafon  to  raife  any  difpute  about  them,  and 
as  their  depredations  have  been  great  and  fre- 
quent, if  it  had  been  our  intereft  to  endeavour 
to  conquer  any  part  of  the  Spanijh  dominions, 
or  if  his  Majefty  had  been  influenced  by  am- 
bition, and  a  purfuit  after  a  glaring  but  faJfe 
renown,  he  might,  and  probably  would  have 
laid  hold  of  thefe  differences,  as  a  juft  pre- 
B  2  *  tence 
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tence  for  declaring  war  againft  Spain^  without 
the  lead  attempt  to  have  them  reconciled  by 
amicable  means  •,  but  as  it  is  not  the  intereft 
of  this  nation  to  make  conqueits,  his  Majefly 
confidered  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  his  peo- 
ple as  the  moll  folid  foundations  of  his  glory ; 
therefore,  he  often  applied,  before  laft  fum- 
mer,  to  the  court  of  Spain^  for  having  the  dif- 
ferences fubfifdng  between  the  two  nadons  ac- 
commodated in  a  friendly  manner,  which  that 
court  always  found  fome  excufe  or  another  for 
delaying-,  but  at  lail  his  Majefly,  upon  the 
application  from  both  houfes  of  Parliament 
lall  fefiion,  made  a  peremptory  demand,  and 
infifled  upon  a  fpeedy  and  categorical  anfwer; 
and  till  that  anfwer  fhould  arrive,  his  Majefly 
refolved,  according  to  the  maxim  I  have  men- 
tioned, and  according  to  the  advice  of  his 
Parliament,  to  fufpcnd  the  effe6ls  of  his  in- 
dignation. When  the  court  of  Spain  faw  that 
the  affair  could  be  no  longer  put  off  with 
fafety,  they  appeared  willing  to  enter  imme* 
diately  into  a  ferious  difquifition  of  the  rights 
that  were  in  difpute  ;  and  as  thofe  rights  were 
of  fuch  a  nature  that  they  could  not  be  in  a 
fhort  time  fully  examined  into  and  finally  de- 
termined, to  fhew  they  were  in  earnefl,  they 
propofed  to  have  the  account  between  the  two 
nations,  for  reparation  of  damages  fuftained 
on  each  fide,  immediately  fettled,  and  to  pay, 
in  a  fhort  time,  whatever  fhould  appear  to  be 
due  upon  the  balance.  From  hence  his  Ma- 
jefly juftly  conceived,  that  there  was  a  proba- 
bility of  having  ail  our  differences  accommo- 
dated, and  therefore,  he  could  not  in  jufrice 
or  honour  commence  hoililities,  or  refufe  to 
accept  of  a  preliminary  convention,  by  which 
we  were  to  obtain  fatisfaction  for  all  pafl  inju- 
ries»  and  by  which  we  were  to  be  put  into  the 
I  '  moft 
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*  moil  probable  method,  nay,  the  only  method 
'  that  could  be  propofed,    for  obtaining,   in  9, 

*  fhort  time,  a  full  fecurity  againft  all  future. 

*  To  this  I  mufl  add,  Sir,  that  his  Maj^fty's 

*  agreeing  to  this  preliminary  convention,  and 

*  refolving  to  fufpend  hoflilities,  till  he  fhould 

*  fee  what  effed  this  preliminary  might  pro- 
'  duce,  was  not  only  the  juileft  and  the  mofl 
^  honourable  meafure  he  could  purfue,   but  it 

*  was  agreeable  to,  and  in  fome  meafure  a  ne- 

*  cefTary  confequence  of,  the  advice  given  hira 

*  laft  fefTion  by  both  houfes  of  Parliament.     By 

*  the  addrefles  prefented  lad  feiTion  upon  occa- 

*  fion  of  our  differences  with  SpaWy  his  Majefty 

*  was  advifed  to  ufe  his  royal  endeavours  with 
<  his  Catholick  Majefty,  to  obtain  effedual  relief 

*  for  his  injured  fubjedls  ;   and  aftured,  that  in 

*  cafe  his  royal  and  friendly  inftances,  for  pro- 

*  curing  juftice,   and  for  the  future  fecurity  of 

*  that  navigation  and  commerce,  which  his  peo- 

*  pie  had  an  undoubted  right  to,  by  treaties  and 

*  the  law  of  nations,  fhould  not  be  able  to  pro- 
'  cure,  from  the  equity  and  friendfhip  of  the 
^  King  of  Spain,  fuch  fatisfadion,  as  his  Ma- 
'  jefty  might  reafonably  exped  from  a  good  and 
^  faithfuly  ally,  the  Parliament  would  effedually 

*  fupport  his  Majefty  in  taking  fuch  meafures^ 

*  as  honour  and  juftice  fhould  make  it  neceflary 
^  for  him  to  purfue.     From   thefe  words,    the 

*  advice  of  Parliament  plainly  appears  to  have 

*  been,   that   his  Majefty  fhould  firft  try  what' 

*  could  be  done  by  peaceable  means,  and  that 
^  in  cafe  he  could,  by  fuch  means,  procure  fuch 

*  fatisfattion,  that  is  to  fay,  fuch  reparation  for 
'  paft  injuries,  and  fuch  fecurity  for  our  naviga- 

*  tion  and  commerce  in  time  to  come,   as  h@ 

*  could  reafonably  exped  from  a  good  and  faith-^ 
^  ful  ally,  he  fhould  avoid  engaging  the  nation 
Mn   a  w^r  with  Spain.     Now,  Sir,   if  by  thi^ 

Q  3  *  cpa» 
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convention  his  Majefty  has  got  fuch   repara- 
tion, and  fuch  fecurity,  as  he  could  reafonably 
expect,  it  mufl  be  allowed,   that  his  refufing 
to  accept  of  it,  would  have  been  afting  di- 
re6tly  againfl  the  advice  given  him  by  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  that  we  have  got  as  much  repara-. 
tion,  and  as  much  fecurity,  as  any  reafonable 
man  could  expedl  by  a  preliminary  convention, 
I  Ihall  now  endeavour  to  fhew. 
*  With  regard  to  reparation,  Sir,  for  pail  in- 
juries, it  is  not  only  hnally  adjufled,  but  a  cer- 
tain fum  promifed  to  be  paid  within  a  very 
fhort  time  after  the   exchange  of  the  ratifica^- 
tions.     As  there  were  mutual  demands,  with 
refpedb  to  damages  fullained,  it  became  necef- 
fary  to   fettle   and  balance  the  account  j  for  I 
am  fure  no  reafonable  man  could  expert,  that 
we  fhould  receive  full  reparation  for  all  the 
damage  done  to  us  by  Spain,    and  allow  no- 
thing for  the  damage  that  had  been  done  by 
us  to  that  nation.     Upon  examining  therefore 
into,  and  flating  our  mutual  demands,  it  ap- 
peared  that  our  demands  upon  Spain,   accord- 
ing to  a  calculation  made  by  our  own  commif- 
faries,  amounted  to  200,000/.  and  that  the  de- 
mands of  Spain  upon  us  amounted  to  60,000  /. 
fo    that    there  was    a  balance   due    to   us   of 
140,000/.    which   fum  his  Catiiohck  Majefty 
propofed  to  pay  to  us,  by  giving  alTignments 
upon  his  revenues  in  America,  bemg  the  only 
means  he   had  for  paying  fo  large  a  fum  ;  but 
as  we  knew  the  tedioufnefs  and  precarioufnefs 
of  that  fund,  it  was  propofed  to  make  an  al- 
'  lowance  for  prompt  payment,  if  his  Catholick 

•  Majefty  would  engage  to  pay  the  money  in  a 

•  fhort  time  here  at  London,  and  the  allowance 

•  agreed  on  was  45,000/.  which  reduced  the 
'  fum  due  to  us  to  95,000/.  and  this  fum  his 
'  Catholick  Majefty  has  exprefsly  promifed,  by 

'   this 
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this  convention,  to  pay  here  at  London^  in  four 
months  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications. 
From  hence  it  appears,  Sir,  that  we  have  not 
only  got  all  the  reparation  any  reafonable  man 
could  exped,  but  all  the  reparation  we  could, 
with  any  pretence  of  juftice,  infift  on.  For 
tho'  there  were  perhaps  fome  other  fmall  arti- 
cles, which  we  might  have  added  to  the  fum 
of  our  demands,  yet  it  muft  be  allowed,  they 
were  fuch  trifles,  fuch  minuties^  as  not  to  be 
worth  minding  in  a  tranfadlion  between  two 
powerful  nations ;  and  if  we  had  infifled  on 
them,  it  would  have  been  eafy  for  Spain  to 
have  balanced  them  with  articles  of  the  fame 
kind,  which  were  not  at  firil  brought  in  to  her 
account. 

*  Now,  Sir,  as  to  our  future  fecurity,  every 
man  that  underflands  what  it  means,  muft 
know,  that  it  depends  intirely  upon  thofe  mat- 
ters of  right  that  are  now  in  difpute  between 
Spain  and  us ;  and  that  therefore  it  cannot  be 
clearly  and  effedlually  provided  for,  till  thofe 
rights  are  particularly  examined  into,  and  fully 
explained.  But  could  any  reafonable  man  ex- 
pect, that  it  was  poflible  to  do  this  in  a  few 
weeks,  or  by  a  preliminary  convention }  It  is 
a  difculTion  that  depends  not  only  upon  feveral 
difputable  points  in  the  law  of  nature  and  na- 
tions, but  likewife  upon  feveral  facts  and  cir- 
cumftances  that  muft  be  inquired  into,  and  this 
inquiry  can  be  made  in  the  Weft-Indies  only. 
For  this  reafon  we  could  not  fo  much  as  defire 
Spain  to  do  more  than  they  have  done.  They 
have  agreed  to  refer  this  difculTion  to  pleni- 
potentiaries, and  that  thofe  plenipotentiaries 
Ihould  be  obliged  finally  to  decide  the  affair 
within  the  fhort  term  of  eight  months ;  which 
is  all  we  could  expe6t,  and  all  we  could  v/ith 
any  juftice  or  reafon  defire.  Therefore,  if 
B  4  '  there 
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there  had  not  been  one  word  in  this  treaty, 
from  whence  it  could  be  prefumed  that  Spain 
had  pafTed  from,  or  given  up  any  of  thofe 
rights  fhe  has  lately  fet  up,  yet  the  treaty 
might  have  been  faid  to  be  a  good  prelimi- 
nary, and  fuch  a  one  as  his  Majelty  ought  to 
have  accepted  of,  rather  than  engage  the  na- 
tion in  a  war.  But  this  is  not  the  cafe :  The 
principal  right  Spain  pretends  to,  and  the  moft 
deftru<5live  right  for  this  nation  to  fubmit  to, 
is  that  of  fearching  our  ftiips  on  the  open  feas 
of  America^  and  making  prize  of  them,  in  cafe 
any  Spanijh  money  or  effe^"^:s  be  found  on  board. 
This  right  Spain  has,  even  by  this  preliminary^ 
in  effed  giv^n  up.  That  of  fearching  our 
fhips  upon  the  open  fias,  they  have  allowed 
to  be  a  caufe  of  complaint,  which,  if  not  put 
a  flop  to  and  prevented,  might  occafion  an  o- 
pen  rupture  between  the  tv/o  crowns :  They 
have  allowed  it  to  be  a  grievance,  which  ought 
to  be  removed.  Can  the  exercife  of  a  juft 
right  be  allowed  to  be  a  caufe  of  complaint  ? 
Can  it  be  allowed  to  be  a  grievance  ?  Who- 
ever does  fo,  difclaims  the  right ;  and  there- 
fore we  muft  conclude,  that  Spain  has,  even  by 
this  preliminary,  in  effedt  difclaimed  the  right 
of  fearching  our  fhips  upon  the  open  feas  of 
America^  which  to  me  is  a  flrong  indication, 
that  they  intend  to  difclaim  it  by  the  defini- 
tive treaty,  in  the  moft  exprefs  terms  we  can 
propofe. 

'  Sir,  the  court  of  Spain  have  not  only  ac- 
knowledged the  fearching  our  fliips  on  the 
open  feas,  and  confifcating  them  for  having 
Spanijh  money  or  effeds  on  board,  to  be  a 
grievance  which  ought  to  be  removed,  but 
they  have  in  fome  meafure  direclly  owned  it 
to  be  wrong :  They  have  allowed  it  to  be  an 
injuiy,  by  giving  us  reparation  for  what  our 

'  mer- 
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merchants  have  fuffered  by  that  pradtice. 
Therefore,  the  plenipotentiaries  appointed  by 
this  convention  are  not  to  determine,  whether 
it  be  a  grievance  or  not ;  this  is  a  point  which 
is  not  referred  to  their  difculTion  -,  it  is  already 
determined:  They  are  only  to  confider,  con- 
trive, and  adjuil  the  proper  methods  for  re- 
moving it ;  and  in  this  too  they  are  circum- 
fcribed ;  for  the  regulations  they  contrive  and 
agree  on  for  this  purpofe,  muft  be  according 
to  the  treaties  now  fubfifting  between  the  two 
crowns ;  and  thofe  regulations  muft  be  contri- 
ved and  fully  fettled  within  eight  months  after 
their  firfl  meeting,  which  is  to  be  but  fix 
weeks  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  ; 
fo  that  the  affair  muft  be  finally  concluded  be- 
fore the  middle  of  November  next.  Therefore 
the  chief  quefbion  nowfeems  to  be,  whether  we 
ought  to  go  to  war  rather  than  grant  t\\c  court 
of  Spain  a  delay  of  eight  months,  for  giving 
us  full  fatisfadion  and  abfolute  fecurity ;  and 
I  do  not  think,  that  any  man  who  confiders 
the  prefent  circumftances  of  Europe^  or  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  this  nation,  would  be 
for  involving  his  country  in  a  dangerous  and 
expenfive  war,  rather  than  grant  fuch  a  delay. 
'  War,  Sir,  let  the  profped  of  fuccefs  be 
what  it  will,  is  both  a  dangerous  and  a  de- 
flru6live  expedient  to  any  nation,  efpecially  a 
trading  and  induftrious  nation :  It  is  the  bane 
of  trade,  and  the  parent  of  idlenefs.  It  gives 
your  neighbours  an  opportunity  to  undermine 
you  in  feveral  branches  of  your  trade,  and 
draws  a  great  many  of  your  own  people  away 
from  ufeful  labour  and  induftry,  not  only  du- 
ring the  war,  but  for  ever;  for  thofe  who 
have  been,  for  but  a  few  years,  accuftomed  to 
live  in  idlenefs,  by  rapine  and  violence,  can 
never  afterwards  fubmit  to  get  their  bread  by 
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the  fwcat  of  their  brow.  Befides,  it  may 
prove  dangerous  to  your  liberties :  For  fup- 
porting  and  carrying  on  a  war  with  vigour, 
great  armies  muft  be  raifed :  When  the  war  is 
ended,  you  may,  perhaps,  find  it  difficult  to 
difDand  your  armies :  The  generals  will  be  a- 
gainll  it,  and  the  foldiers  having  loft  the  hopes 
of  living  by  the  plunder  of  their  enemies,  may 
refolve  to  live  by  the  plunder  of  their  country. 
War,  therefore,  even  with  the  moft  flattering 
profpe(5l  of  fuccefs,  ought  to  be  avoided  by  a 
trading,  free  country,  if  pofiible.  The  event 
is  doubtful,  let  the  hopes  of  either  party  at 
the  beginning  be  never  fo  well  founded.  It  is 
not  the  firft  time  we  have  heard  of  the  event 
of  a  war's  turning  out  contrary  to  all  human 
appearances.  We  have  a  frefli  inftance  of  this 
before  our  eyes.  All  Europe  thought  the  Em- 
peror engaged  in  the  prefent  war  againft  the 
Turks  with  great  odds  of  his  fide  •,  but  we  find 
ourfelves  difappointed  in  our  expectations  ;  the 
odds  are  already  turned  againft  him,  and  little 
hopes  left  of  his  coming  off  with  honour, 
much  lefs  with  advantage. 
*  Whoever  confiders  thefe  things.  Sir,  muft 
think,  that  if  the  circumftances  of  affairs  in 
Europe  were  intirely  favourable  for  us,  if  our 
own  circumftances  were  as  happy  as  we  could 
wifli,  we  ought  not  wantonly  to  engage  in  a 
war  *,  but  when  we  confider,  that  the  circum- 
ftances of  Europe  were  never  in  a  more  unhap- 
py fituation  for  us  than  at  prefent,  and  that 
our  own  circumftances  are  far  from  being  in  a 
happy  fituation,  who  is  it  will  fay,  a  war  is 
not  by  all  means  to  be  avoided  ?  The  powerful 
kingdom  of  France  is  now  in  greater  vigour 
than  ever  it  was  fince  the  reign  of  their  Charles 
the  Great  -,  it  is  now  governed  by  wife  coun- 
fels,  and  in  perfedt  unity  and  concord  within 

*  itfelf. 
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*  itfelf.     The  King  of  France   is   bound,    not 

*  only  by  intereft,  but  by  the  ties  of  blood,  to 

*  aJift  the  King  of  Spain  \   and  as  an  addition 
'  to  this  obhgation,  there  is  now  forming,  for 

*  what  I  know,  already  concluded,    a  treaty  of 

*  alliance  between  them.     If  we  declare  war  a- 

*  gainil  Spain^  we  muft  therefore  expe6l  that 
'  France  will  take  part  with  Spain  againil  us  ; 

*  and  though  I  have  fo  good  an  opinion  of  my 
'  country,  as  to  think  we  are  more  than  a  match 

*  for  the  one,  and  at  lead  an  equal  match  for 
'  the  other,  yet  I  cannot  be  fo  vain  as  to  think, 

*  we  are  an  equal  match  for  both  %  and  confe- 
'  quently,  I  muft  think,  we  have  reafon  to  be 

*  afraid  of  our  finking  under  the  burden,  unlefs 
'  we  can  get  fome  of  the  other  great  powers  of 
'  Europe  to  aflift  us. 

'  Let  us  now  look  round  Europe^  Sir,  and  we 
'  fhall  find  with  regret,  there  is  not  at  prefent 
'  any  one  of  the  powers  thereof,  on  whom  we 
'  could,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  depend  for  an  effectual 

*  aiTiftance,  The  houfe  of  Auftria  is  now  in  fo 
'  weak  a  condition,  and  fo  much  reduced  by  the 
'  misfortunes  they  have   met  with  in  their  war 

*  againft  the  Turks^  that  they  could  not,  if  they 

*  would,   afford  us  any  affiftance ;    and  if  they 

*  could,  it  is  a  queftion  if  they  would ;  for  their 

*  counfels  feem  at  prefent  to  be  too  much  di- 
'  reded  by  French  influence.  The  Dutch  are  at 
'  prefent  in  a  poor  and  helplefs  fituation  •,  for 
'  tho'  the  fubjeds  of  moft  of  the  United  Pro- 

*  vinces  are  rich,  and  in  affluent  circumftances, 

*  their  government  is  extremely  low,  and  almoft  ■ 
'  ail  their  publick  revenues  mortgaged  or  antici- 

*  pated  •,  which  makes  them  fo  backward  to  en- 

*  gage  in  war,  that  tho'  they  have  met  with  as 
'  bad  treatment  from  Spain  as  we  have  done, 

*  tho'  as  many  Dutch  fhips,  in  proportion,  have 
'  been  unjuflly  fei^ed  by  the  Spaniards^  as  there 

*  have 
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have  been  of  Englijh  ;  yet  they  have  never  yet 
attempted,  nor  do  they  feem  to  have  the  leafl 
inclination  to  refent  thefc  injuries  in  any  hof- 
tile  manner.  The  Princes  of  Germany  are  now 
contending  amongft:  themfelves  about  the  fuc- 
cefiion  to  fome  parts  of  the  Palatinate ;  and 
that  contention  may  perhaps  break  out  into  an 
open  rupture.  Of  the  Princes  of  Italy ^  the 
two  moil  potent  may  probably  be  engaged  in 
the  alliance  againfl  us  ;  and  the  King  of  Por- 
tugal dares  not  aiTiil  us,  I  even  doubt,  if  he 
would  dare  to  admit  our  men  of  war  into  his 
ports.  Then,  Sir,  if  we  look  northward,  of 
the  two  northern  kingdoms,  the  moil  power- 
ful feems  already  to  be  united  againft  us  ;  and 
the  Mufcovites^  if  they  were  inclined,  are  at 
too  great  a  diflance  to  afford  us  any  relief. 
Thus,  Sir,  we  are  at  prefent  without  one  ally 
upon  the  continent,  that  would  give  us  aflif- 
tance,  and  in  cafe  of  a  war,  the  tv/o  mod:  po- 
tent kingdoms  in  Europe  would  probably  be 
united  againft  us  :  Nay,  I  do  not  know,  but 
that  the  greateft  part  of  Europe  would  unite 
againft  us  •,  and  when  the  affairs  of  Europe  are 
in  fuch  circumftances,  would  it  not  be  the 
height  of  madnefs  in  us  to  engage  in  war,  if 
we  can  by  any  art,  or  by  any  means,  avoid  or 
delay  it  ? 

'  But  this.  Sir,  is  not  our  only  misfortune  at 
prefent :  Our  domeftick  circumftances  are  far 
from  being  in  llich  a  condition  as  may  encou- 
rage us  to  engage  in  war.  Our  people  are  al- 
ready taxed  almoft  as  much  as  they  can  poffibly 
bear  -,  and  moft  of  thole  taxes  mortgaged  for 
paying  the  debts  v/e  contra6led  in  the  late  war : 
The  overplus  of  our  publick  revenue  is  hardly 
fulticient  for  fuppordng  our  civil  government 
in  time  of  peace.  If  we  go  to  w^ar,  we  muft 
lay  on  new  or  additional  taxes :  This  will  in- 

*  creafc 


A.  1739.        DEBATES.  13 

crcafe  thofe  animofities  and  divifions  that  now 
prevail  too  much  amongft  us ;  and  will  caufe 
that  party  to  raife  its  head,  which  has  not  da- 
red to  look  up  for  near  twenty  years  pair.  If 
we  go  to  war,  our  enemies  will  certainly  en- 
deavour to  bring  us  into  confufion  at  home, 
by  embracing  the  caufe  of  the  Pretender :  The 
war  itfelf  will  be  made  the  caufe  of  the  Pre- 
tender ;  and  when  our  people  find  every  year 
new  loads  of  taxes  laid  upon  them,  many  of 
them  may  begin  to  afcribe  all  the  misfortunes 
they  labour  under,  to  the  Illuilrious  Family 
now  upon  our  throne,  which  will  make  them 
ready  to  join  any  number  of  foreign  troops 
that  fhall  invade  us,  with  the  Pretender  at 
their  head.  If  France  and  Spain  fhould  joia 
againil  us,  it  will  be  impofTible  for  us  to  guard 
our  coaflis,  by  means  of  our  navy,  fo  clofely, 
as  that  it  may  not  be  in  their  power  to  throw 
a  few  regular  troops  into  fome  part  of  the 
ifland  •,  and  this  might  give  us  fo  much  to  do 
at  home,  that  we  fhould  neither  have  ieifure 
nor  power  to  diftrefs  our  enemies,  or  prote6t 
our  plantations  abroad. 

*  I  have  as  jufl  a  fenfe  as  any  man  can  have, 
of  the  fufferings  of  cur  merchants,  and  of  the 
indignities  that  have  been  put  upon  th^  nation, 
by  the  Spanifh  Guarda  Cojla^s  i  but  national  re- 
folutions.  Sir,  ought  not  to  be  directed  by 
palfion :  We  may,  we  ought  to  iliew  a  proper 
refentment ;  but  our  refentm.ent  ought  to  be 
governed  by  prudence  \  and  if  it  is,  we  mufb 
fufpend  fhewing  it,  till  a  change  in  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  Europe  prefents  us  v/ith  a  favour- 
able opportunity,  which,  in  all  probability,  we 
fhail  net  be  long  obliged  to  v/ait  for.  There- 
fore, if  this  convention  had  not  been  fo  fa- 
vourable as  it  appears  to  be,  his  Majeffy  ought, 
I  think,  in  the  prefent  conjundure,  to  have  ac- 

*  cepted 
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*  cepted  of  it.  This  is  the  opinion  I  muft  form, 
'  from  the  view  I  have  of  the  prefent  pofbiire  of 
'  affairs,  and  from  circumilances  that  are  pub- 

*  lickly  known  -,  but  his  Majefty  may  know 
'  many  circumflances  which  we  do  not  know, 

*  which  he  cannot  communicate  to  this  houfe  ; 

*  and  therefore  in  fuch  cafes,  we  ouglit  to  be 
'  extremely  cautious  of  refufing  our  approbation 
'  to  a  meafure,  which  his  Majelly  has  thought 
'  fit  to  approve  of  Such  a  caution  would  have 
'  been  neceflary,  even  tho'  this  convention  had 
'  appeared  to  have  been  altogether  unfatisfac- 
'  tory  •,  but  I  have  fhewn,  I  think,  that  we  have 
'  got  by  it  all  that  could  be  reafonably  ex- 
'  peded  by  a  preliminary  treaty  -,  from  whence 
'  we  have  good  reafon  to  hope,  that  in  eight 
'  months  time  we  fhall  obtain,  by  a  definitive 
'  treaty,  all  we  can  defire,  which  is  a  delay,  I 

*  am  fure,  not  worth  our  while  to  go  to  war 
'  for.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  muft  think  I  am  fully 
'  warranted  in  what  I  am  to  propofe,  which  is, 
'  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 

*  Majefty,    to  return  his  Majefty  the  thanks  of 

*  this  houfe,  for  having  been  gracioufly  pleafed 

*  to  communicate  to  this  houfe  the  convention, 
'  together  with  the  feparate  articles  lately  con- 
'  eluded  between  his  Majefty  and  the  King  of 

*  Spain  \  to  exprefs  our  m^oft  grateful  acknow- 
^  ledgments  for  his  Majefty's  particular  care  and 

*  tender  regard   for  the  interefts  of  his  people, 

*  in  having  obtained  by  the  faid  convention  a 

*  final  adjuftment  of  their  long  depending  de- 
'  mands  for  the  loftes  they  had  fuftained,  and  an 

*  exprefs  ftipulation  for  a  payment  to  be  made 
'  them  in  a  ftiort  time  upon  that  account ;  to 
'  declare  our  fatisfadlion  in  the  foundation  which 
'  his  Majefty  has  laid  for  preventing  and  remo- 
'  ving  the  like  grievances  and  caufes  of  com- 

*  plaint  for  the  future,  and   for  preferving  the 

*  peace 
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peace  between  the  two  nations,  and  our  reli- 
ance on  his  Majefty,  that  from  his  conftant  at- 
tention to  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the 
undoubted  rights  of  his  people,  efFe6lual  care 
will  be  taken  in  the  folemn  treaty  to  be  made 
purfuant  to  this  convention,  that  the  freedom 
of  navigation  in  the  American  feas  may  be 
fully  fecured  and  eflabliflied  for  the  future, 
and  that  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  may  enjoy  un- 
molefled,  their  undoubted  right  of  navigating 
and  trading  to  and  from  any  part  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  dominions,  without  being  liable  to  be 
flopped,  vifited,  or  fearched  on  the  open  feas, 
or  to  any  other  violation  of  the  treaties  fubfift- 
ing  between  Great  Britain  and  Spai^t^  as  the 
only  means  to  preferve  upon  a  lading  founda- 
tion a  good  correfpondence  and  friendfhip  be- 
tween the  two  crowns,  and  that  in  regulating 
and  fettling  the  limits  of  his  Majefly's  domi- 
nions in  America,  in  the  treaty  to  be  made 
with  Spain,  the  greateft  regard  will  be  had  to 
the  rights  and  poffeflions  belonging  to  his  Ma- 
jefly's crown  and  fubjedls  ;  and  to  alTure  his 
Majefly,  that  in  cafe  his  Majefly's  juft  expec- 
tations fhall  not  be  anfwered,  this  houfe  will, 
with  the  greatefl  zeal  and  chearfulnefs,  fup- 
port  his  Majefly  in  taking  fuch  meafures  as 
fhall  be  neceifary  to  vindicate  his  Majefly's  ho- 
nour, and  to  maintain  his  fubjeds  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  all  thofe  rights,  which  they  may 
juflly  claim  by  treaty,  and  the  law  of  na- 
tions.' 

John  Campbell  of  Pemhrokejhire,  Efq*,  flood  up 
next,  and  fpoke  thus  : 

'  Mr.  Fane, 
*  Sir,  I  fland  up  to  fecond  the  motion  which  JJ^-^^^j^fj 
^  th^  honourable  gentleman  near  ms  has  been  '  '  ^'"  ' 
2.  '  pleafed 
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'  pleafed  to  make ;  and  I  fecond  it,  becaufe,  I 

*  think,  the  neceflary  confequence  of  our  not 
'  agreeing  to  it,  would  be  an  immediate  war. 
'  Now,  as  I  think  we  have  got  by  this  conven- 

*  tion,  as  much  as  we  could  expedt  by  a  preli- 

*  minary  article  •,  for  with  refped  to  our  future 

*  fecurity  it  can  be  called  nothing  tKt^^  nor  was 
^  it  pofTible  in  fo  fliort  a  time  to  make  it  any 

*  thing  elfe  •,  and,  as  I  think,  that  the  court  of 
'  Spam's  agreeing  to  this  convention,  efpecially 

*  that  part  of  it  which  flipulates  an  immediate 
'  reparation,  furniihes  us  with  a  ftrong  prefump- 

*  tion,  that  they  are  inclined  to  do  us  juftice, 

*  and  that  we  fliall  in  a  fhort  time,  obtain  fuf- 
'  licient  fecurity  for  the  freedom  of  our  trade 

*  and  navigation  in  time  to  come  -,  therefore,  I 

*  muft  think  a  war  quite  unnecefTary,    and  no 

*  war  can  be  juft  that  is  not  neceflary,  nor  can 
'  any  war  be  honourable  that  is  not  juft. 

'  This  confideration.  Sir,  convinces  me,  that 

*  we  ought  to  approve  of  this  convention  ;  and 

*  my  honourable   friend  has  taken  care  to  put 

*  fome  words  or  exprefiions  into  the  addrefs  he 

*  has  been  pleafed  to  propofe,  which,  in  my  o- 
'  pinion,  will  obviate  the  only  material  objec- 

*  tion  I  have  heai'd  made  to  this  treaty.  Our 
'  merchants  feem   to  think,  that  our  rights  and 

*  poiTefTions    in  America   are  not  fufficiently  fe- 
^     ♦  cured  to  us  by  the  terms  of  this  preliminary ; 

'  and   therefore  they  apprehend,    that  fome    of 

*  them  are  to  be  given  up  by  our  plenipotenti- 

*  aries.    Thefe  apprehenfions,  I  think,  there  can 

*  be  no  ground  for,  from  any  word  or  expreffion: 

*  in  this  preliminary,  nor  can  any  man  entertain 

*  fuch  a  thoughc,  if  he  confiders  the  inviolable 
'  attachment  his  Majefty  has  alv/ays  fhewn  for 

*  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  people,  and 
^  that  our  plenipotentiaries  can  do  nothing  VvHth- 

*  out  Ills  order,  nor  finally  agree  upon  any  thing 

'  without 
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without  his  approbation  •,  but  if  it  were  pofli- 
ble  to  apprehend,  that  any  of  our  rights  or 
pofTeiTions  are  in  danger  of  being  lofr,  or 
given  up  by  the  definitive  treaty,  that  is  to 
be  concluded  in  purfuance  of  this  prelirni- 
nary,  even  that  pofiibihty  mull  be  taken  a- 
way,  by  our  declaring,  in  the  addrefs  pro- 
posed, our  reliance  on  his  Majefty,  that  front 
his  conftant  attention  to  the  honour  of  his 
(rrown,  and  the  undoubted  rights  of  his  peo- 
ple, effcdual  care  vv^ill  be  taken,  that  the  free- 
dom of  navigation  in  the  American  feas  may 
be  fully  fecured  and  eftabliflied  for  the  future ; 
and  that  in  regulating  and  fettling  the  limits 
of  his  Majefty's  dominions  in  America^  the 
greateft  regard  will  be  had  to  the  rights  and 
poireffinns  belonging  to  his  Majefly's  crown 
and  fubje6ls. 

'  By  thefe  words,  I  fay.  Sir,  the  very  pofTi- 
bility  of  apprehending  any  danger  to  our  rights 
or  pofTeiTions,  muft  be  effectually  removed ; 
for  after  fuch  a  full  and  explicit  declaration  of 
Parliament,  what  miniiler  will  dare  to  advife 
his  Majefty  to  give  any  inftrudions,  or  to  ra- 
tify any  treaty,  for  giving  up,  or  incroaching 
in  the  leaft  upon,  any  of  our  rights  or  poffef- 
fions  in  America  ?  Therefore,  I  think,  no  one 
good  reafon  can  be  affigned  for  our  refufing  to 
give  fuch  an  approbation  to  this  convention, 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been  pleafed 
to  propofe  \  for  really,  in  my  opinion,  it  looks 
more  like  a  declaration  of  what  we  expect  by 
the  folemn  treaty  that  is  to  be  concluded,  than 
an  approbation  of  the  preliminary  that  has 
^  been  already  concluded.' 

VoL,XVIIL  e  The 
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The  next  that  fpoke  was  Sir  nomas  Saundcr- 
fon^  the  purport  of  whofe  fpeech  was  as  follows : 

Mr.  Fane^ 

'  Sir,  The  great  defign,  and  the  chief  ufe  of 
'  Parliaments^  is^  to  prefent  to  our  Sovereign 
'  the  opinions,  as  well  as  grievances  of  the  peo^ 
'  pie  ;  and  this  houfe  in  particular  is  defigned 
'  as  a  check  upon  miniflcrs,  and  as  a  fort  of 
'  mirror,    in   which    the   counfels,    the    adions, 

*  and  the  meafures  of  minifters,  are  to  be  tmly 
'  and  faithfully  reprefented  to  their  Maftcr.  In 
'  abfolute  monarchies  the  King  can  never  know^ 

*  by  any  legal  means,  whether  the  meafures  he 
'  is  advifed  by  his  minifters  to  purfue,  be  agree- 

*  able  or  difagreeable  to  his  people  :  He  can  ne- 
'  ver  be  informed  of  their  being  difagreeable, 

*  but  by  the  infurre6lions  or  rebellions  of  the 
^  people,  which  generally  end  in  the  deftruftion 
'  of  a  great  many  fubje(51:s,  and  often  in  the  ruin 

*  of  the  Sovereign.     This  is  a  misfortune  that 

*  in  this  kingdom  we  fhall  always  be  free  from, 

*  while  we  have  Parliaments,   and  fuch  Parlia- 

*  ments  as  are  independent  of  the  adminiftra- 

*  tion.  But  if  ever  our  Parliaments  fhould  come 
'  to  be  under  the  dire6tion  of  the  minifber,  for 

*  the  time  being,  they  would  be  ufelefs,  they 
'  would  be  pernicious ;  becaufe  they  would  be 
*•  made  ufe  of  only  for  impofing  upon  the  King 
^  with  the  greater  affurance,  and  for  opprefTmg 
'  the  people  with  the  greater  fecurity.  There- 
'  fore,  I  hope,  that  in  this  houfe  we  fhall  upon 
'  all  occafions  talk  to  our  King,  not  in  the  lan- 

*  guage  of  his  minifters,  but  in  the  language 
'  of  truth,  in  the  language  of  his  people.  For 
'  this   reafon,    while  I  have  the  honour  to  have 

*  a  feat  here,  I  fhall  never  join  in  any  addrefs  to 

*  the  throne^  that  may  in  the  leaft  contribute  to- 

*  wards 
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^  wards  inducing  my  Sovereign  to  form  inch 
an  opinion  of  any  publick  meafure,  as  may  be 

'  contrary  to  the  opinion  I  have,  upon  a  tho- 
rough enquiry,  formed  of  it,  and  contrary  to 
the  opinion  which,  I  know,  the  people  in  ge- 

*  neral  have  formed  of  it.     The  convention  now 

*  before  us  is^  in  my  opinion,  the  moft  difho- 
'  nourable,  the  moft  deceitfu],  the  moft  ruinous 
'  treaty,  this  nation  ever  made  ;  I  will  be  bold 
"  to  fay,  that  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  of 
'  the  people  are  of  the  fame  opinion  ;  and  fhall 

*  I  agree  to  an  addrefs,  which  muft  make  the 
'  King  believe,  if  he  believes  what  we  fay,  that 

*  it  is   an   honourable^    fair,    and   advantageous 

*  treaty  ? 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends 
'  may,  if  they  pleafe.  Sir,  call  the  latter  part 
'  of  the  addrefs  he  has  propofed,  a  declaration 
^  of  what  we  exped  by  the  folemn  treaty  that  is 
^  to  be  concluded  ;  but  the  firft  part  is  a  down- 
'  right  approbation  of  this  convention  ;  and  is 
'  therefore  inconfiftent  with  the  latter;  for  it 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  ridiculous  in  us  to 
'  f^y,  we  exped  or  hope  for  any  thing  from  a 

*  folemn  treaty  that  is  to  be  concluded  in  pur- 

*  fuance  of  a  preliminaiy,  by  which  every  thing 
'  we   have  to  exped  or  hope  for,  is  previoufly 

*  given  up,  and  almoft  exprefsly  furrendered. 
Out  of  the  regard  I  have,   and,   I  hope,   ftiall 

;  always  have  for  his  Majefty,  I  muft,  in  exa- 
mining the  addrefs  propofed,  leave  his  name 
out,  and  fubftitutc  in  its  room,  the  name  or 

■  term  minifter,  or  negotiator.  Shall  I,  Sir, 
upon  occafion  of  this  convention,  exprefs  my 
moft  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  mini- 
fter's,  or  negotiator's  particular  care,  and  ten- 
der regard  for  the  interefts  of  the  people^ 
when  I  think  that  in  negotiating  and  agreeing 
to  this  convention,   he  has  fliewn  no  care,  no 
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regard  for,  but  on  the  contrary,  has  facrificed, 
I  fliall  not  fay  betrayed,  the  moft  valuable, 
the  moft  lacred  rights  of  his  country  ?  Shall  I 
fay,  that  a  final  adjuilment  of  our  long  de- 
pending demands  has  been  obtained  by  this 
convention,  when  I  fee,  that  inftead  of  ad- 
jufting,  we  have  releafcd  them  ?  Shall  I  fay, 
that  any  payment  is  to  be  made  by  Spain  upon 
that  account,  when  it  appears  that  Spaijt  is 
not  to  pay  one  fmgle  groat,  when  it  appears 
that  not  one  fliilling  is  fo  much  as  ftipulated,' 
but  what  is  to  be  paid  by  one  part  of  our 
own  fubjecls  to  another  ?  Or  fliall  I  fay,  I  am 
fatisfied  with  the  foundation,  the  miniller  or 
negotiator  has  laid,  for  preventing  the  like 
grievances  and  caufes  of  complaint  for  the  fu- 
ture, when  I  am  convinced  that,  by  this  con- 
vention, a  foundation  is  laid  for  increafing 
them,  and  for  rendering  them  perpetual  ?  God 
forbid.  Sir,  that  any  member  of  this  houfe 
fliould  behave  in  fuch  a  flavifh  manner  towards 
the  minifler,  or  in  fuch  a  deceitful  manner  to- 
wards his  Sovereign. 

'  I  iliall  allow,  Sir,  that  when  differences  arife 
between  two  nations,  war  ought  not  to  be  re- 
folved  on,  till  application  be  firft  made  for 
having  them  removed  by  a  friendly  accom- 
modation ;  but  that  application  ought  to  be 
made  in  an  honourable  manner,  and  fuitable 
to  the  dignity  of  the  nation  that  makes  it. 
If  the  matters  of  right  that  are  begun  to  be 
difputed,  be  fuch  as  are  really  doubtful,  a  ne- 
gotiation may  be  fet  on  foot  for  having  them 
explained  •,  but  to  difpute  the  moll  undoubted 
rights,  rights  that  are  eftablifhed  by  the  law  of 
nature,  as  well  as  by  particular  treaties,  is  one 
of  the  greateft  infults  that  can  be  put  by  one 
nation  upon  another  \  and  therefore,  the  only 
application  that  can  be  made,  is  a  peremptory 

'  demand 
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'  demand  for  havina  them  acknowledged  in  the 

*  moft  explicit  terms  :  To  negotiate,  or  to  treat 

*  about  fuch  rights,  is  to  betray  them.  Again, 
'  when  violences  are  committed  by  the  fubjecls 
'  of  one  nation,  upon  thofe  of  another,  fatisfac- 
'  tion  may  be  demanded,  nay,  I  fliall  grant, 
'  that  it  ought  to  be  demanded  in  a  peaceable 

*  manner,    before  refolvins;   to  take  fatisfa6lion 

*  by  force  of  arms ;  but  this  fatisfa6lion  ought 

*  to  be  required,  not  fued  for  •,  and  much  lefs 
'  fued  for  again  and  again,  after  many  affedled 
'  delays  or  fham  excufes :  To  require  fatisfadion 

*  in  a  peaceable  but  dignified  manner,    is  pru- 

*  dent,  is  commendable ;  but  to  fue  and  follicit 
'  for  it,  is  mean,  abjed,  and  difhonourable  ; 
^  and  when  a  nation  continues  to  fue  for  it,  un- 
^  der  frequent  repetitions  of  the  fame  fort  of  vi- 
'  olences,  it  is  ridiculous,  it  is  mifchievous. 

'  This,  I  am  afraid.  Sir,  is  our  cafe  with  re- 
^  gard  to  6^<^/;^ ;  We  have  negotiated  about  our 
'  undoubted  rights,   we  have  fued   for  fatisfac- 

■  tion,  and  have  fo  long  continued  fuing,  while 
'  they  continued  violating,  that  we  have  at  laft 
'  rendered  ourfelves  ridiculous  and  contemptible. 
'  In  this  opinion  I  am  confirmed  by  the  treaty 
'  now  under  our  confideration :  A  treaty  which 
'  they  feem  to  have  impofed  upon  us,  as  the  coup 
'  de  grace  to  that  character  we  formerly  had  a- 
'  mong  the  princes    and  potentates  of  Europe. 

*  After  difputing  with  us  fuch  undoubted  rights, 

*  and  committing  fo  many  and  fuch  unheard-of 
'  depredations  upon  our  merchants,  if  they  had 

■  not  had  the  utmoll  contempt  of  our  under- 

■  flanding,  as  well  as  power,  it  was  impofTible 
they  could  have  thought  of  impofing  fuch  a 
treaty  upon  us :  A  treaty  by  which  they  have, 
under  the  pretence  of  giving  us  a  foundation 

'  for  obtaining  future  fecurity,    obliged  us  to 

f  give  up  thofe  rights  upon  which  ic  depends^ 
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and  Infhead  of  giving  us  reparation,  they  have 
obhged  us  to  give  them  a  general  releafe  •,  nay- 
farther,  they  have  obhged  us  to  give  up  to 
them,  for  much  lefs  than  the  true  vahie,  five 
Britifh  Ihips  and  their  cargoes,  which  they  had, 
before  this  treaty  was  thought  of,  obhged 
themfelves  to  reilore.  If  they  had  given  us  a 
fiat  denial ;  if  they  had  abfolutely  refufed  to 
give  us  any  fecurity  or  reparation,  it  would 
have  been  Hiewing  a  contempt  of  our  power 
only  j  but  to  prefume  to  palm  upon  us  fuch  a 
fham  fecurity,  and  fuch  a  fallacious  fort  of  re- 
paration, is  fhewing  the  utmofl  contempt  of 
our  judgment,  as  well  as  our  power.  As  yet 
the  contempt  can  fall  upon  our  negotiators  on- 
ly;  but  if  this  houfe  fhould  give  any  thing 
like  a  fanclion  to  fuch  a  treaty,  the  contempt 
muff  fall  upon  the  nation,  or  at  leaft  upon  that 
which  is  called  the  wifdom  of  the  nation. 
'  In  order.  Sir,  to  make  good  what  I  have 
faid,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  confider  what  we 
ought  to  have  had,  and  whether  we  have  got, 
by  this  treaty,  fo  much  as  the  hopes  of  obtain- 
ing any  one  thing  we  ought  to  have  had.  I 
believe  every  gentleman  will  allow,  that  we 
ought  to  have  had  fome  fatisfa61:ion  for  the 
many  infults  the  Spaniards  have  put  upon  the 
crown  and  flag  of  Great  Britain.  To  fome, 
this  may  appear  to  be  merely  a  point  of  ho- 
nour •,  but  to  me  it  appears  fo  material,  that, 
I  think,  we  can  have  no  future  fecurity  with- 
out it.  No  treaty,  no  regulations  you  can 
make,  will,  in  my  opinion,  fignify  any  thing, 
without  fome  exemplary  fatisfaftion ;  for  the 
Spanifi)  governors  and  captains  of  Guar  da  Cojla's 
in  America.^  will  fhew  no  regard  to  any  treaty 
or  regulations  you  can  make,  if  they  find  they 
may  tranfgrefs  them  with  impunity.  Whereas, 
if  fome  of  thofe  governors  and  captains  that 

'  have 
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'  have  robbed  our  merchants,  had  been  hanged, 
'  as  they  highly  deferve,  and  their  bodies  hung 
'  up  in  chains,  upon  the  moft  confpicuous  capes 
'  of  Cuba^  Hijpaniola^  and  Porto-Rico^  it  would 
'  have  fhewn  all  fuch  for  the  future,  what  they 
'  were  to  expert,  if  they  infulted  the  crown,  or 
'  injured  the  fubje6ls  of  Great  Britain.  But. the 
'  court  of  Spain  being  refolved  to  grant  nothing 
'  that  might  any  way  contribute  to  our  future 
^  fecurity,  refolved  not  to  allow  the  word  fatif- 
'  faction  to  be  fo  much  as  once  mentioned  in 
^  this  treaty.  Even  the  Spanijh  pirate  who  cut 
'  off  Captain  Jenkins\  ear,  making  ufe  at  the 
'  fame  time  of  the  moft:  infulting  expreHion  to- 

•  wards   the  perfon  of  our  King,   an  expreffion 

•  which  no  Britijh  fubjed  can  decently  repeat, 

•  an  expreflion  which  no  man,  that  has  a  regard 
'  for  his  Sovereign,  can  ever  forgive :  Even  this 

•  fellow,  I  fay,  is  to  live  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
'  his  rapine,   and  remain  a  living  teftimony  of 

•  the  cowardly  tamenefs,  and  mean  fubmilTion 
'  of  Great  Britain.,  and  of  the  triumphant  pride, 
■  and  flubborn  haughtinefs  of  Spain. 

'  This  alone.  Sir,  is  fufficient  to  fliew,  that 
we  can  have  no  hopes  of  any  future  fecurity  ; 
and  yet  a  future  fecurity  for  the  freedom  of 
our  trade  and  navigation,  was  what  we  ought 
principally  and  peremptorily  to  have  infilled 
on ;  but  our  negotiating  minifters  have  not 
fatisfied  themfelves  with  neglecting  it,  they 
have  almofl  exprefsly,  by  this  preliminary, 
given  it  up:  They  have  almoft  exprefsly  given 
up  the  rights  upon  which  it  depends,  by  refer- 
ring them  to  be  regulated  by  plenipotentiaries ; 
for  if  we  confider  the  nature  of  thofe  rights 
in  difpute  between  Spain  and  us,  upon  which 
our  future  fecurity  depends,  we  muft  fee,  that 
if  the  right  we  pretend  to,  be  regulated,  it 
muft  be  furrendered,  and  that  if  the  right 
C  4  '  Spmn 
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^  Spain  pretends  to,  be  regulated,  it  mufl  be 
'  elLabliflied.  The  right  we  pretend  to,  the 
'  right  vWiich  I  hope  the  nation  will  never  de- 
^'  part  from,  whatever  our  negotiators  may  do, 
'  is  a  right  to  a  free  navigation  in  the  open  feas 
^  of  America:  This  right  the  Spamards^  trufting 
'  to  our  feeblenefs,  or  our  fondncfs  for  negotia-' 
^  tion,  have  taken  upon  them  to  deny :  They 
'  fay,  we  have  no  right  to  any  navigation  in  the 
'  American  feas,  but  what  they  have  granted  us 
'  by  treaty,  which  is  only  whilft  our  fbips  fleer 

*  a  direct  courfe  from  one  part  of  the  Brilijh  do- 
'  minions  to  another.  For  God  fake.  Sir,  what 
'  is  it  in  this  cafe  our  plenipotentiaries  are  to 

*  regulate  ?  Are  they  to  regulate  what  fliall,  or 
••  fhall  not  be  called  a  dire6l  courfe  ?  If  we  agree 

*  to  any  fuch  regulation,  can  we  afterwards  fay, 

*  we  have  a  right  to  a  free  navigation  ?  Does  not 
"•  every  gentleman  fee,  that  if  this  right  be  re- 

*  gulated,  it  muil  be  given  up  ? 

'  On  the  other  hand.  Sir,  Spain  pretends  to  a 

*  right  to  fearch  our  fhips  in  the  open  feas  of 
'  America^  and  to  feize  and  confifeate  them,  if 

*  they  be  found  failing  out  of  their  due  courfe, 

*  or  if  any  goods  which  they  are  pleafed  to  call 
'  contraband,  be  found  on  board.  Does  not 
^  every  gentleman  fee,  that  this  right  muft  be 
'  granted,  muft  be  eftablifhed,  before  it  can  be 

*  regulated  }  Therefore,  it  may  be  juftly  faid, 
'  that  by  this  preliminary  we  have  furrendered 
*-  the  right  we  pretend  to,   and  eftablifhed  the 

*  right  the  Spania7'ds  pretend  to  -,  or  at  leaft,  that 
^  v/e  have  laid  a  foundation  for  exprefsly  furren- 

*  dering  the  one,  and  eftablifliing  the  other,  by 
"  the  folemn  treaty  that  is  to  be  concluded  in 
^  purfuance  of  this  preliminary.  This  is  the 
^  leaft  we  have  done  by  this  preliminary ;  and 
'  this  is  the  more  difhonourable,  the  more  fcan- 
^  dalous,  becaufe  the  right  we  pretend  to^  is  a 

'_  right 
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right  eftablifhed  by  the  law  of  nature,  enjoyed 
by  all  nations,  and  confirmed  to  us  by  every 
treaty  fubfiiliing  between  the  two  crowns : 
Whereas,  the  right  the  Spaniards  pretend  to, 
is  a  fervitude,  which  no  nation  ever  pretended 
to  impofe  upon  another,  nor  did  ever  the  moil 
contemptible  nation  under  the  fun  fubmit  to  it. 
To  which  I  mufl  add  another  misforrune,  that 
all  the  regulations  that  can,  in  either  of  thefe 
cafes,  be  eilabliflied,  are  to  be  explained  and 
judged  of  by  Spanijh  governors  and  captains  of 
Guarda  Cqfia's ;  and  therefore,  we  may,  from 
their  paft  behaviour,  conclude,  that  every  Bri- 
tijh  fhip  they  meet  with  in  the  feas  of  America^ 
will  be  adjudged  to  be  a  trefpafler  againft 
fome  of  thefe  regulations,  and  confequently 
liable  to  confifcation. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  it  appears,  we  have  negotiated, 
we  have  treated  away  all  hopes  of  future  fe- 
curity ;  and  now  I  fhall  m.ake  it  appear,  we 
have  done  the  fame  with  refpedl  to  reparation 
for  paft  injuries.  By  a  commififorial  way  of 
reckoning,  our  negotiators  reduced  the  de- 
mands of  their  country  to  200,000/.  and  this 
fum,  allowing  a  trifle,  as  they  fay,  for  prompt 
payment,  they  pretend  to  have  obtained  for 
us ;  but  how  have  they  obtained  it }  They 
allow  Spam  to  deduct  60,000  /.  on  account  of 
a  moft  frivolous  demand  they  fet  up  againft 
us,  and  before  Spain  pays  any  thing  to  us, 
they  have  allowed  them  to  extort,  in  the  moft 
unjuftifiable  manner,  from  our  South-Sea  com- 
pany, 68,000/.  Thefe  two  fums  reduced  what 
Spain  ^z.%  to  pay  to  us,  by  way  of  reparation, 
to  72,000/.  and  from  this  fum,  they  have  al- 
lowed them  to  dedudl  45,000/.  a  pretty  mo- 
deft  allowance,  for  prompt  payment :  Then 
there  remains  but  27,000/.  and  for  this  they 
have  allowed  them  to  detain,  and  convert  to 

'  their 
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their  own  ufe,  five  Britijh  lliips,  v/hich  the 
King  of  Spain  had  before  promifed  to  reftore^ 
and  had  adually  fent  Cedulas  to  the  Weft-Indies 
for  that  purpofe  ;  which  ^Yt  fhips,  I  mean 
thofe  mentioned  in  the  fourth  article  of  this 
treaty,  were  worth  30  or  40,000/.  Does  not 
every  one  fee.  Sir,  that  inftead  of  our  getting 
any  reparation,  by  this  treaty,  for  paft  inju- 
ries, we  have  really  allowed  the  Spaniands  to 
keep  to  the  value  of  at  lead  3,  if  not  13,000/. 
of  what  they  had  before  obliged  themfelves  to 
reftore  ?  and  this,  I  fuppofe,  our  negotiators 
allowed  them,  by  way  of  a  reward  for  their 
allowing  the  lliam,  flipulated  payment  of 
95,000/.  to  be  mentioned  in  this  treaty.  In 
confideration  of  which  fliam,  ftipulated  pay- 
ment, we  have  given  them  a  general  releafe 
for  all  demands,  and  all  pafl  injuries.  Sir,  if 
we  had  freely  given  them  a  general  releafe,  we 
might  have  had  fomething  to  boaft  of:  We 
might  have  bragg'd  of  our  generous  and  for- 
giving temper  ;  but  to  be  thus  choufed  out  of 
all  our  juft  demands,  mull  make  us  the  ridi- 
cule of  every  foreigner  that  hears  of  it.  Can 
fuch  a  fliam  reparation,  fuch  a  lumping  bar- 
gain as  this,  be  faid  to  be  an  acknowledgment 
in  the  Spaniards^  of  their  having  been  in  the 
wrong  to  us  ?  So  far  otherwife,  that  it  mull  be 
fuppofed,  they  infifled  upon  our  lumping  away 
our  demands  in  this  manner,  on  purpofe  to  a- 
void  their  being  obliged  to  acknowledge  them- 
felves in  the  wrong,  or  to  acknowledge  that 
any  of  our  fhips  had  been  unjuilly  fearched, 
feized,  or  confifcated,  except  the  five  fhips 
they  had  before  acknowledged  to  be  fo  •,  and 
provided  we  would  allow  them  to  keep  thefe 
five  fhips,  I  fuppofe  tijey  were  willing  to  a- 
gree,  to  allow  us  what  they  valued  them  at, 
by  way  of  reparation. 

«  This, 
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'  This,  Sir,  is  in  reality,  whatever  we  may 
pretend,  the  only  reparation  we  are  to  meet 
with  from  Spain  ^  and  this  reparation  they  had 
promifed  us  before  this  convention  was  thought 
of.  The  60,000/.  which  we  have  allowed 
them  for  their  fhips,  which  we  took  and  de- 
flroyed  in  the  year  171 8,  can  be  no  reparation 
to  us,  whatever  it  may  be  to  them ;  becaufe 
they  had  no  pretence  for  any  fuch  demand. 
The  taking  and  deftroying  of  thofe  fhips  was 
what  we  had,  from  their  infraction  of  treaties, 
a  juft  title  to  :  It  was  then  reckoned  fuch  a 
piece  of  publick  fervice,  that  Sir  George  Byng 
was  made  a  Peer  for  doing  it ;  and  if  we  pro- 
mifed to  reftore  them  by  the  treaty  in  1721, 
we  performed  that  promife,  as  far  as  was  in- 
cumbent upon  us  :  We  promifed  only  to  re- 
ftore them  in  the  condition  they  were  in :  We 
did  not  promife  to  repair  them,  or  to  make 
them  fit  for  fervice ;  and  if  the  Spaniards 
would  not  take  them,  becaufe  they  would  not 
be  at  the  expence  of  repairing  them,  it  was 
their  fault.  Therefore,  I  muft  fuppofe  our 
negotiators  allowed  of  this  demand,  for  no 
other  reafon,  but  in  order  to  have  a  pretence 
to  fay,  they  had  obtained  fome  fort  of  repa- 
ration;  and  the  68,000/.  to  be  paid  by  our 
South-Sea  company,  I  muft  look  on,  as  a  con- 
defcenfion  of  the  fame  nature.  The  King  of 
Spain  had  juftly  no  fuch  demand  upon  the 
company :  If  he  had,  they  had  much  greater 
demands  upon  him  :  The  court  of  Spain  itfelf, 
allows  they  have  a  juft  demand  for  above  four 
times  that  fum  -,  therefore,  the  moft  that  court 
could  infift  on,  was  compenfation ;  but  the 
truth  is,  I  believe,  they  are  refolved  never  to 
pay  the  company  a  ftiilling ;  and  our  negoti- 
ators allowed  them  to  infift  upon  the  immedi- 
ate payment  of  this  68,000 /.   upon  a  promife 

'  to 
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to  pay  it  back  to  them  by  way  of  reparation. 
Can  this  be  called  a  reparation  made  by  Spain  ? 
Can  it  be  called  a  reparation,  made  to  this  na- 
tion ?  If  the  company  would  agiTe  to  pay  it, 


which  I  believe  they  will  not,    it    might  be 


the 
ad- 
war 


fome  reparation  to  our  injured  merchant? ;  but 
a  reparation  made  to  them  by  our  own  South- 
Sea  company,  can  never  be  faid  to  be  a  repa- 
ration made  by  Spain  -,  nor  can  a  reparation 
made  by  one  part  of  our  own  people  to  an- 
other, be  faid  to  be  a  reparation  made  to  the 
nation. 

'  I  have  now,  I  hope,  clearly  fhewn.  Sir, 
that  by  this  convention,  we  have  obtained  no 
fatisfadlion,  no  fecurity,  no  reparation  •,  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  we  have  given  up  all 
future  pretences  to  every  one  of  them.  There- 
fore, I  cannot  think  that  any  gentleman  who 
confiders  himfelf  only  as  a  member  of  this 
houfe,  will  agree  to  our  approaching 
throne  of  our  Sovereign,  with  fuch  an 
drefs  as  has  been  propofed.  Immediate 
may  not  be  the  confequence  of  our  refufing 
our  approbation  -,  but  immediate  infamy  to  the 
nation  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  certain  con- 
fequence of  our  granting  it.  I  fhall  allow  that 
war  ought  to  be  avoided.  It  ought  to  be  a- 
voided  by  all  means,  but  fcandalous,  cowardly 
means.  A  nation  that  has  once  got  the  cha- 
racter of  being  cowardly,  or  too  fearful  of  en- 
gaging in  war,  mud  always  be  in  a  fort  of 
war.  They  will  always  be  fuflfering  war,  but 
never  making  any.  This,  I'm  afraid,  has  been 
too  much  our  cafe  for  feventeen  or  eighteen 
years  pafl :  We  have  had  our  towns  befieged, 
our  fhips  taken,  our  merchants  plundered,  and 
our  feamen  barbaroufly  treated,  without  our  de- 
claring v/ar,  or  committing  any  hoftilities,  on 
our  fide.     Long  before  the  treaty  of  Seville, 

'  the 
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the  Spaniards  began  their  depredations:  We 
then  bouglit  peace  at  a  dear  rate ;  at  the 
price  of  lacnficing  the  friendfhip  and  confi- 
dence of  one  of  our  beft  allies.  While  we 
were  getting  provinces  for  Don  Carlos^  which 
has  fince  procured  him  kingdoms,  the  Spani- 
ards fufpended  a  little  their  depredations  -,  but 
they  never  granted  us  any  reparation  for  what 
was  pafl-,  nor  fecurity  againft  future,  tho'  they 
promifed  both  by  that  treaty  :  On  the  con- 
trary, as  foon  as  their  turn  was  ferv'd,  they 
renewed  their  depredations,  with  more  vigour 
and  cruelty  than  ever.  And  fhall  we  approve 
of  a  treaty,  which,  infl-ead  of  preventing 
them,  will  give  the  Spaniards  what  they  never 
had  before,  a  title  to  continue  them  ?  for  this 
muft  be  the  cafe,  if,  in  purfuance  of  this  pre- 
liminary, we  agree,  by  a  folemn  treaty,  to 
any  regulations,  cither  with  regard  to  our 
right  to  a  free  navigation,  or  with  regard  to 
the  right  they  pretend  to,  of  fearching  our 
fhips  upon  the  open  feas,  and  feizing  them, 
if  found  failing  out  of  their  due  courfe,  or 
with  any  goods  on  board  which  they  are  pleaf- 
ed  to  call  contraband. 

'  Our  agreeing,  Sir,  to  fuch  a  treaty,  mufl 
neceffarily  involve  us  at  laft  in  a  war,  unlefs 
we  have  a  mind  to  give  up  our  plantations  and 
Weft-India  trade  :  Whereas  our  refufing  our  ap- 
probation to  this  preliminary,  will  prevent  any 
fuch  folemn  treaty's  being  negotiated,  and 
may  prevent  a  war  ;  for  if  Spain  has  the  leafl 
dread  of  our  refentment  or  power  ;  if  this  na- 
tion is  not  already  brought  into  the  utmoft 
contempt,  when  Spain  fees  that  they  cannot  a- 
mufe  a  Britijh  Parliament,  as  well  as  a  Britijh 
miniftry,  they  will  agree  to  do  us  juftice  in  a 
peaceable  manner.  But  for  God  fake.  Sir, 
*  what  are  we  afraid  of?  If  Spain  is  not  affifted 

'  by 
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*  by  France^  'tis  impofllble  we  can  have  any 
'  thing  to  fear.  If  France  fhould  join  againft 
'  us ;  tho'  I  may  not  perhaps  think,  we  are  an 
'  equal   match  for  them  both  at  land,   yet,    I 

*  think,   we  are  more  than  a  match   for  them 

*  both  at  fea ;  and  there  they  muft  gain  a  fupe- 

*  riority,    before   they   can   dillrefs,    or   greatly 

*  hurt  this  nation.     But  fuppofe  we  were  not: 

*  The    honourable    gentleman   who   made   this 

*  motion,    has    himfelf    given    a   good   reafon, 

*  why  we  fhould   not   fubmit   to   an   infamous 

*  peace.  The  race  is  not  to  the  fwift,  nor  the 
'  battle  to  the  ilrong,   'tis  God  that  gives  the 

*  vi61:oiy  \  and  when  we  have  fo  jufl;  a  caufe^ 
'  we  have  great  rcafon  to  hope  for  the  afTiflance 

*  of  God  Almighty  ;  which  will  be  fufficient  for 

*  us,  even  tho',  by  means  of  our  late  negotiati- 
'  ons  and  condudt,  we   may  now  literally  fay, 

*  We  have  none  elfe  to  put  our  truft  in,  but 
'  him. 

'  The  circumftances  of  Europe^  Sir,  are,   in- 

'  deed,  at  prefent,  in  a  dangerous,  a  mofl  terri- 

'  ble  fituation  -,  and  the  prefent  circumftances  of 

'  this  nation  cannot,   'tis   true,    be   faid  to   be 

*  happy,    but   the   honourable  gentleman  who 

*  made  this  motion  is,  I  think,  one  of  the  laft 

*  that  ought  to  have  made  ufe  of  fuch  an  argu- 
'  ment  for  our  approving  of  a  diihonourable  or 

*  deftmcSlive  treaty.     If  we  have  negotiated  the 

*  affairs  of  Europe  into  an  unlucky  fituation,  'tis 

*  well  known  who  ought  to  be  blamed ;  and  if 

*  the  domeftick  affairs  of  this  nation  be  now  in 

*  great  diforder,  a  certain  friend  of  his  cannot 
'  be  entirely  innocent.    If  our  affairs  are  brought 

*  to  fuch  a  fatal  crifis,  that  we  mull  either  for- 

*  feit  our  honour,  and  leave  our  plantations  and 

*  trade  expofed  to  continual  infults  and  depreda- 
'  tions,  or  engage  in  an  unequal  war,  it  may  be 

*  an  argument  for  fufpending  our  refentmentj  if 

3  <  pofliblej, 
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^  pofTible,  till  a  more  favourable  opportunity  of- 

'  fers ;  but  it  can  be  no  argument  for  our  agree- 

'  ing  to  a  difhonourable  and  pernicious  treaty ; 

'  efpecially,  when  by  fuch  a  treaty  we  are  to  get 

'  nothing,  not  fo  much  as  a  fufpenfion  of  hofti- 

*  lities,  and  are  to  give  a  general  releafe  of  all 

*  former  demands,  a  general  oblivion  of  all  pad 
'  injuries;  for  fmce  we  are  to  get  nothing,  I 
'  think,  we  ought  not  to  have  pafTed  fi'om  any 

*  thing  by  this   preliminary :   Our  demands,  as 

*  well  as  our  rights,  might  have  been  referred 
'  to  be  regulated  by  our  plenipotentiaries ;  and 
'  in  that  cafe,  we  could  have  infilled  or  relaxed 

*  with  regard  to  the  former,  according  to  the 

*  compliances  we  had  found  Spain  ready  to  make 

*  with  regard  to  the  latter. 

'  I  therefore   hope.   Sir,  that   no   gentleman 

*  will  be  frightned  into  an  approbation  of  this 

*  treaty,  by  the  terrors  that  have  been  thrown 

*  out  •,  but  that  on  the  contrary,  every  gentle- 

*  man  will,  upon  this  occafion,  refume  the  fpi- 

*  rit  of  his  anceftors,  and  rejedt  a  treaty  which 
^  fo  evidently  blalls  the  honour  of  his  country. 

*  When  this  is  done,  we  may,  with  honour,  ex- 

*  amine  into  the  terrors  we  have  been  threatned 

*  with,   and   if  there  be  the   leaft  ground   for 

*  them,  I  hope  it  will  be  a  prevailing  argument 

*  for  our  entering  upon  a  ftri6t  enquiry  into  the 

*  condudt  of  thofe  who  have  brought  their  coun- 

*  try  into  fuch  fatal  circumflances  ;  for  if  we  be 

*  in  fuch  a  woful  condition,  as  to  be  unable  to 

*  continue  in  peace  with  any  degree  of  honour, 

*  or  engage  in  war  with  any  profpe6l  of  fuccefs, 

*  I  am  fure  we  can  exped;  no  redrefs  from  the 

*  future  condu6t  of  thofe,  who,   by  their  paft 

*  condud,    have   brought  our  affairs,    both   at 

*  home  and  abroad,  into  fuch  diftrefs  and  con- 
'  fufion/ 

The 
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The  Lord  Gage  fpoke  next  to  this  eiTed : 

^  Mr.  Fane, 

*  Sir,  As  incapable  as  I  am  of  entering  into  a 
debate  of  this  nature,  I  can't  with  that  duty  I 
think  I  owe  to  my  country,  and  thofe  I  have 
the  honour  to  reprefent,  fit  ftill  and  only  give 
a  negative  to  the  queftion  before  us :  For  I 
look  on  this  addrefs,  that  is  propos'd  to  be 
made  his  Majefty,  to  be  no  more  than  a  vote 
of  approbation  of  the  meafures  taken  by  the 
adminiilration,  and  of  thanks  for  the  blefling 
the  nation  has  obtain'd  by  this  eonventiori  with 
Spain,  of  which,  I  once  faid  before,  had  a 
mefTenger  with  proper  infl:ru6Vions  been  fent 
over  in  a  fifher-boat,  he  would  have  brought 
us  back  a  better,  than  that  we  have  got. 

*  As  to  any  compliments  that  are  to  be  paid 
his  Majeily,  no  one  is  more  ready  to  join  in 
them  than  myfelf ;  but  as  by  the  laws  of  this" 
land  the  King  can  do  no  wrong,  fo  I  look  on 
this  convention  as  the  work  of  the  mimfter, 
and  as  fuch  I  ihall  fpeak  of  it  ♦,  and  that  it  is 
fo,  is  clear ;  for  every  body,  let  him  be  never 
fo  dim-fighted  (that  has  not  had  duft  thrown 
into  his  eyes)  muft  fee,  that  this  glorious  con- 
vention, that  has  coft  the  nation  not  above 
half  a  million  of  money,  is  more  a  minifterial 
expedient  to  get  over  this  feflion  of  Parlia- 
ment, than  a  thing  calculated  either  for  the 
dignity  of  the  crown,  the  fatisfa6tion  of  the 
merchants,  or  reparation  for  the  repeated  in- 
fults  on  the  honour  of  the  nation. 

'  When  I  lirfl:  read  the  convention,  I  was  fur- 

priz'd  to  find,  that  our  indifputable  right  to' 

free  navigation,  and  no  fearch  at  any  diftance 

from  land,  was  to  be  referred  to  pknipoten- 

*  tiaries  at  a  future  congrefs :  The  referring  an 

<  indif 
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*  indifputable  rigfit,  is  in  a  manner  weakening 

*  the  title  ;  not  that  I  apprehend,   that  any   mi- 

*  nifber  at  home  or  abroad  will  ever  dare  give 
^  up  this  right  of  ours.  ^ 

'  But  why  is  this  to  be  difculTed  in  a  future 

*  treaty  ?  Why,  after  the  refolutions  the  Parlia- 
ment  iaft  year  came  into,  was  not  this  the  firil 

*  article  in   the   convention,  Jine  qua  non,   as  to 

*  any  treaty  with  Spain  ?   Can  there  be  any  one 

*  weak  enough  to  imagine,  that  plenipotenti- 
'  aries,  fitting  at  a  round  table,  with  pen,  ink, 
*-  and  paper  before  them,  can  procure  for  this 
^  nation,  what  our  fleet  could  not  have  done  lafl 

*  year,  with  cannon,  powder  and  ball  ? 

'  Befides,  by  having  deferred  doing  ourfelves 

*  juftice,   England  may  have  loft  a  very  lucky  ' 

*  jundlure :  France  and  Spain  was  not  then  on  fo 
^  good  terms,  as  I  am  afraid  they  are  at  prefent. 
^  Had  the  Spaniards  been  attacked  Iaft  year  ia 
^  New-Spain^  we  ftiould  have  found  them  unpro- 
^  vided,  their  garifons  without  men,  and  their 
'  fortifications  out  of  repair.  But  this  they  have 
'  taken  care  to  remedy  for  the  future,  by  the 
^  great  number  of  troops  they  have  fince  fenc 
'  thither,  and  by  working  day  and  night  at 
'  their  fortifications. 

But,   as   on   the   one  hand  they  are  grown 

ftronger,  fo  we  on  the  other  are  grown  weaker 

^  and  poorer :  We,  Sir,  Iaft  year  threw  away  a 

*^  vaft  fum   of  money  to  no  purpofe,  but  to  be 

*-  laught   at   by  all   nations  ;  and  they,  by  our 

'  leave,   are  bringing  home,    in  their   galleons, 

vaft  fums  of  money  to  be  employ'd  againft  us. 

'  What  have  we  been  doing   for   \:i\e{e   Iaft 

twenty  years,  but  negotiating  to  no  purpofe? 

What  is  there  in  this  treaty  more  than  in  all 

^  former  ones  ?  Did  not  Spain  by  the   treaty  of 

'  Madrid, ^'m  the  year   1721,    which  treaty  was 

'  confirmed  by  another  in  the  lame  year,  calFd 
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^  the  triple  alliance,  ftipulate  that  all  former 
^  treaties  fhould  be  confirm'd,  and  exprefly  pro- 
'  mifed  that  all    goods,   merchandizes,   money, 

*  fhips,  and  other  effects,  which  have  been 
*=  feiz'd  as  well  in  Spain  as  the  Indies^  fhould  be 
'  fpeedily  reftor'd  in  the  fame  kind,  or  accord- 
'  ing  to  the  juil  and  true  value  of  them,  at  the 
'  time  they  were  feiz'd  ?  Has  there  been  a  tittle 
'  of  this  perform'd  ?  Have  our  merchants  ever 

*  had  any  fatisfa^lion  made  them  for  their  fhips, 
'  their  effedls  and  money,  they  were  plunder'd 

*  of?  Why,  no. 

'  But  yet  every  man,   that  at  that  time  did 
'  not  believe  they  fhould,   was  look'd  upon  as 

*  a  Jacobite,  a  man  difaffeded  to  his  Majefty, 
^  or  at  lead  to  his  minifter,  which  was  as  bad, 

*  if  not  worfe.     So  far  were  the  Spaniards  from 

*  performing  one  article  of  this  treaty,  that  they 

*  us'd  us  worfe  than  ever,  and  fo  continued  do- 
'  ing  till  the  merchants  came  with  frefh  com- 
'  plaints,  which  they  laid  again  before  the  houfe 
'  of  Commons,  where  I  can't  fay  they  were  very 
'  civily  us'd  by  fome  ;  however,  they  made  out 

*  very  clear  the  allegations  of  the  petition,  and 
'  proved  their  loffes  beyond  contradidion. 

'  Upon  this,  vigorous  refolutions  were  again 
'  enter'd  into  by  the  houfe  of  Commons,  to  ob- 

*  tain  juflice  and  fatisfadion  for  the  merchants ; 
'  and  in  order  to  obtain  it,  our  then  and  prefent 
*-  miniftcrs,  finding  that  they  had  not  fucceeded 
'  in  any  one  treaty  they  had  yet  made,  enter'd 
'  into  another,  call'd  the  treaty  of  Seville^  fign'd 
'  in  the  year  1729. 

'  By  the  firft  article  of  this  treaty,  all  formef 

*  treaties  of  peace,  friendfnip  and  commerce, 
'  are  again  renew'd  and  conlirm'd :  And  Spain 
'  exprefsly  promis'd  not  to  do  any  thing,  nor 
'  fuffer  any  thing  to  be  done,  that  might  be 
'  contrary  thereto,  diredly  or  indiredlv. 
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'  In  the  fourth  article  of  this  treaty  it  is  par^ 
'  ticularly  agreed,  That  the  commerce  of  the 
'  Englijh  nation  in  Amerkch,  iliould   be  exerclfed 

*  as  heretofore  :  And  that  orders  fhould  be  dif- 
'  patched  without  any  delay  to  the  Indies  for 
'  that  purpofe. 

'  By  the  fixth  article  of  it,  commifTaries  were 
'*  to  be  named,   who  were  to   fettle  the  limits, 

*  and  pretenfions  of  the  merchants :  And  Spain 
^  promifed  to  execute  pundlually  and  exa6tly, 
'  within  fix  months,  what  fhould  be  decided  by 
^  x\\t  faid  commifTaries,  who  were  to  make  their 
'  report  in  three  years  -,  but  there  being  nothing 
'  done  in  the  firft  three  years,  the  term  was  re- 
^  new'd  for  three  years  more,  in  order  to  do  no- 
^  thing — —which  fucceeded  accordingly. 

'  And  I  remember  very  well,  that  an  honour- 
'-  able  gentleman  on  the  floor  (Mr.  Pulteney)  op»» 
'  pofite  to  me,  did  at  the  time  of  making  this 
^  treaty  often  fay,  that  he  was  fure,  if  the  go- 
^  vernment  would  give  the  merchants  the  mo- 
'  ney  that  was  to  be  allow'd  the  commifTaries, 

*  they  would  get  more  by  that,  than  from  the 
*-  treaty ;  which,  I  think,  has  proved  but  too 
^  true :  For  thofe  gentlemen  for  themifelves, 
'  have  not  received  lefs  than  20,000/.  whereas 
^  the  merchants  have  not  received  twenty  pence. 

'  But  yet  at  that  tim.e,  this  honourable  gen- 

*  tleman,  as  well  as  myfelf,  and  all  thofe  who 
'  thought  as  we  did,  were  look'd  upon  as  a 
^  fet  of  difaffedled  people,  as  they  are  now, 
'  who  don't  like  this  convention,  and  expc£l  no 
'  more  good  from  it,  than  from  all  the  former 
'  treaties. 

'  And,  as  for  my  part,  I  own,  I  expe6t  no 

*  good  from  it,  but  apprehend  much  hurt : 
'  Our  right  to  free  navigation,  and  no  learch, 
'  not  being  inferted  in  it,  but  left  to  commif- 
'  faries. 
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'I  find   alio,    by  what  I  call  the  preliminary 

*  article,  the  King  of  Spainh  protcft,  that  the 
'  South-Sea  company's  ajjiento  contrail  will  be 
'  annulled,  by  the  company's  having  refufed  (a 
'  few  days  ago,  in  a  full  court)  to  pay  the 
'  68,000/.  the  King  of  Spain  demands  of  them 
'  by  that  proteft  deliver'd  to  Mr.  Keene.  What 
'  authority  Mr.  Keene  could  have,  to  make  this 
'  bargain   for  the  South-Sea  company,    and  give 

*  up  a  property  they  are  entitled  to,  by  virtue 
'  of  treaties  and  a6ls  of  Parliament,  I  can't  ap- 
'  prehend.  And  tho'  their  lofs  may  be  no  na- 
'  tional  point  \  yet,  fo  great  a  body  of  English' 

*  men^  whofe  property  is  concern'd,  deferves  at 
'  leail  the  protedion  of  Parliament. 

'  The  next  thing,  that  I  have  good  reafon  to 

*  believe  will  be  given  up,  or  at  leaft  taken 
'  from  us,    is  Georgia^    tho'   hitherto   fupported 

*  by  great  fums  of  money  given  by  Parliament, 
'  and  granted  by  a  Royal  Charter  to  the  prefent 
'  truftees  :  For  you'll  find  by  the  fecond  article 
'  of  this  convention,  that  the  poor  people,  who, 
'  under  the  proteftion  of  this  goverment,  have 
'  tranfported  themfelves  thither,  are  to  be  left 
'  naked  and  defencelefs,  expofed  to  the  mercy 
'  of  the  Spaniards^  v/hcnever  they  pleafe  to  at- 
'  tack  them,  by  being  reflrain'd  from  the  means 

*  of  felf-prefervation.  For  by  that  article  it  is 
'  agreed,  that  neither  the  Spaniards^  nor  they, 
'  fiiould  raife  any  fortifications. 

'  Now,  Sir,  I  can  fee  but  one  reafon,  v/hy 
'  this  was  ftipulated  in  the  manner  I  have  men- 
'  tion'd,  for  it  regards  only  us  (v/e  demanding 
'  no  part  of  the  King  of  Spairi^  territories)  and 
'  that  is  this ;  our  minifters  finding  that  Spam 
'  did  not  much  like  our  fettlement  at  Georgia^ 
'  and  they  not  daring,  by  a  folcmn  treaty  to 
*-  yield  it  up,  they  m.ight  whifper  the  Spanijh  mi- 

*  niilers,  and  tell  them,  we  are  forry  we  don't 

'  dare 
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'  dare  give  it  you  up,  but  we  will  agree  it  fhall 
^  be  left  defencelefs,  and  then  you  may  eafily 
'  take  it,  and  we  not  call'd  to  an  account  for  it : 
'  This  is  not  at  all  improbable,  when  we  confi- 
'  der  how  induftrious  our  miniilers  have  been 

*  to  find  out  expedients  to  be  well  v/ith  Spam^ 
^  for  the  good  of  their  country. 

'  Nov/  I  have  been  fhewing  you,  what  I  ap- 
'  prehend  we  fhall  lofe,  let  us  fee  a  little,  what 
'  it  is  we  have  a  profpe6l  of  getting :    That  of 

*  no  fearch,  free  navigation,  and  fatisfadtion  to 

*  our  merchants,  I  am  fure  it  won't  be,  for  the 
'  reafons  I  have   mentioned  before,    as   well  as 

*  from  what  fell  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
'  man  that  fpoke  laft ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  fup- 
'  pos'd,  but  what,  as  far  as  fair  means  would 
'  go,  every  method  has  been  already  try'd :  And 
'  he  juft  now  as  good  as  told  us,  we  could  pro- 
'  ceed  by  no  other,  for  that  v/e  had  neither  mo- 
'  ney  to  go  to  war  with,  nor  friend,  nor  ally  in 
'  the  world  to  fupport  us ;  and  he  mufc  know, 
'  who  has  been  our  grand  negotiator  for  thefe 
'  lafl  twenty  years ;   a  pretty  account,    I  muil 

*  own,   he  has  given  us,   of  the  fuccefs  of  his 

*  negotiations,  as  well  as  prudent  declaration 
'  from  one  in  his  poft ! 

*  But  by  this  treaty  he  tells  us,   there  is  to 

*  be  ample  fatisfadtion  given  to  our  merchants. 
'  How  far  they  are  fatisfy'd  with  the  conven- 

*  tion,   the  houfe  may  judge,  from  what  they 

*  have  heard  them  declare  at  the  bar. 

'  He  fays,  they  are  to  receive  155,000/. 
^  which   will    be   in    full    fatisfadlion    of    their 

*  lofTes  'y   tho'    by    the   bye,    their   demands  on 

*  Spain  were  for  340,000/.  but  our  commiiTary, 

*  by   a   ftroke    of   his    pen,    reduced   them    to 

*  200,000/.  being,  as  he   thought,  full  enough 

*  for  our  merchants  •,  and  then  to  induce  Spam 
^  to  prompt  payment,  45,000/.  more  was  ftruck 

D  ^  '  off. 
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'  off,  which  brings  it  to  the  fum  the  honourable 
'  gentleman  has  mention'd,  Spain  is  certainly  tQ 

*  pay  ns :  And  upon  this  point,  I  find,  he  chief- 
'  ly  feems  to  extol  the  goodnefs  of  the  con- 
'  vention,   and  the  ability  of  the   minifters,   in 

*  bringing  Spain  to  this  condefcenfion  ;  for  that 
'  Spain  paying  the  money  was  owning  her  fault, 
*-  and  delaring  the  illegality  of  her  proceedings. 
^  In  anfwer  to  this,  in  the  lirft  place,  I  don't 
^  believe  Spain  will  ever  pay  us  a  farthing  of  the 
'  money  \  and,  in  the  next  place,  fuppofe  the 
^  money  mention'd  fhould  be  paid  the  mer- 
'  chants,  let  us  fee  how  much  Spain  is  to  pay 
^  us  of  it. 

'  Why,  in  the  firft  place,  towards  making  up 

^  the  155,000/.  for  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  mer- 

^  chants,   Spain  infifls  on  England  allowing  her 

"•  6'o,ooo/.  as  the  remaining  part  of  a  debt  due 

'  to  her  for  having  defliroy'd  her  fieet  in  the  year 

*  1718.  Very  gracious  indeed,  that  they  did 
^  not  carry  her  demands  as  far  back  as  Queen- 
'"  Elizabetlys  reign,  for  the  fleet  then  deilroy'd ! 

'  But  as  ftrange  as  this  demand  of  Spain  may 
^  feem  from  her,  it  is  much  more  fo  in  thofe 
'  who  have  agreed  to  it ;  for  it  has  been  already 
^  once  fatisfy'd,  as  appears  by  thofe  papers  on 
'  your  table,  which  are  copies  of  the  inflrudli- 

*  ons  fent  to  our  minifters  in  Spain  at  the  treaty 
'  of  Seville^  wherein  is  mention'd  as  follows : 
''-  In  cafe  Spain  fliall  make  any  further  demands 
'^  of  you  for  the  lofs  of  their  fleet,  deftroy'd  by 
"  Sir  George  Byng^  afterv/ards  Lord  Tomjigton^ 
"  you  are  to  tell  the  Spanijh  minifters,  that  Spain 
^'  has  been  already  amply  fatisfy'd,  and  you  are 
''  not  to  enter  into  any  farther  difcufTion  with 
''  them  on  that  head." 

'  Another  time  Spajn  paid  themfelves  this  de- 
'  m.and  by  feizing  the  South-Sea  company's  ef- 

*  fed:s,  Spain  at  that  time  declaring,  that  they 

3  '  were 
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*  were   feiz*d  and  kept  on   that  account :    But 

*  Vv^hat  does  it  fignify,  if  for  the  fake  of  obtain- 

*  ing   this   moil   advantageous   convention,    we 

*  fhould  pay  it  her  a  third  time?  And  then  it 
'  reduces  what  Spain  is  to  pay  us,  to  95,000/. 

'  In  the  next  place,  towards  paying  the  95,000/. 

*  the  King  of  Spain  infills,  by  his  proteft,  as  I 
'  mention'd  before,  that  the  South-Sea  company 
''  ihall  immediately  pay  him  68,000/.  being  a 
'  debt  due  to  him  from  the  company,  on  one 
'  head  of  accounts  •,  tho'  at  the  fame  time,  on 
'  other  heads  of  accounts,  his  Majefhy  is  in- 
*"  debted  to  the  company  a  million  over  and 
'  above,    as  appears  on  your  table,    for  v/hich 

*  they  are  to  if  ay  his  time. 

'  Now  thefe  two  fums  make  128,000/.  that 
^  I  think  England  is  to  pay  our  merchants  inilead 
'  of  Spain  (if  ever  paid)  fo  there  remains  bur 
'  27,000/.  for  Spain  to  pay,  of  which  27,000/. 
^  fhe  has  taken  care  to  be  excufed  from  paying 
'  one  farthing,  as  appears  by  the  ilipulations  by 
'  way  of  draw-back,  inferted  in  the  fourth  ar- 
^  tide  of  the  convention,  and  the  fecond  fepa- 
^  rate  article. 

'  For  by  thofe  articles,  Spain  is  to  dedudl  out 
'  of  the  money  fhe  is  to  pay,  whatever  fhe  may 
'  have  already  given  in  fatisfaction,  for  any  of 
'  our  fhips  that  have  been  taken.  And  England 
'  is  alfo  to  allow  Spain  the  value  of  the  St.  'The- 
'  refa^  a  fhip  of  theirs  that  had  been  feiz'd  in 

*  the  port  of  Dublin  in  the  year   1735.     Alfo 

*  this  is  to  be  fettled  by  our  plenipotendaries, 

■  and  I  think  we  ihall  come  off  well,  if  on  the 
'  balance  of  accounts,   inffead  of  receiving  the 

■  27,000/.  we  fhan't  be  obliged  to  pay  an  over- 
'  plus  to  Spain»     Here  ends.  Sir,  a  fhort  narra- 

■  tive  of  the  ample  fatisfaction  England  is  to  re- 
'  ceive  from  Spain  for  the  340,000/.  due  to  her 
'  merchants.    A  moft  glorious  convention  I  muff 
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*  own,  and  fuch  a  mafter-piece  in  politicks,  that 
'  I  dare  fay  none  of  the  Machiavilians  of  the 

*  age,  but  our  own  at  the  head  of  affairs,  could 

*  have  thought  of! 

'  But  yet,  after  all  this,  we  Ihali  be  told,  I 
'  dare  fay,  that  this  thorough  diflike  to  the  con-. 
'  vention,  and  flame  the  nation  is  in,  is  raifed 
'  only  by  a  parcel  of  merchants,    and  difcon- 

*  tented  people,  who  only  want  to  turn  out  the 
'  minifters. 

'  No,  Sir,  this  is  not  the  cafe,  for  it  is  not 

*  the  minillers  but  their  meafures,  that  has  kin- 
'  dJed  this  flame  :   Fadls  will  always  fpeak  for 

*  themfelves,   and  rnerchants  will  always  know 
'  their  own  interefl:. 

'  But  when  the  continued  depredations  on  our 

*  merchants,,  the  repeated  infults  on  the  honour 
'  of  the  nation,  the  cruelties  and  barbarities  ex- 

*  ercifed  on  our  failors,  our  countrymen  thrown 
'  into  dungeons,  and  chain'd  like  (laves  -,  I  fay, 

*  when  this  is  confider'd,  and  no  more  profped: 
'  of  redrefs  from  this  convention,   than  a  piece 

*  of  wafre  paper,  no  wonder,  that  the  heart  of 
*•  every  EngliJIoman  fliould  be  enflam'd, 

'  I  beg  pardon.  Sir,  for  having  taken  up  fo 
'  m.uch  of  your  time,  but  fhall  be  againfh  this 

*  addrefs  to  his  Majefly,  becaufe  I  look  on  this 

*  convention   as   disadvantageous    to    the    mer- 

*  chants,  diflionourable  to  the  King,  and  igno- 
^  minious  to  the  nation.' 

Upon  the  fame  occafion  Mr.  HowCj  now  Lord 
Chedworth^  fpoke  thus, 

*  Mr.  Fane^ 

Wr.  Hcwe's      *  Sir,  If  I  may  judge  of  this  treaty  as  I  do 

fpeech.        (  Qf  others,  I  mufl  think  it  as  good  a  one  as 

'  we  could  expedl.     We  never  obtained  by  any 

f  treaty  all  we  could  defire,  nor  all  we  thought 

~    ^  we 
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*•  we  had  reafon  to  infill  on.  I  do  not  know  that 
^  ever  any  nation  did,  unlefs  they  make  a  fort 

*  of  conqueft  ;  and  then  it  is  not  a  treaty,  but  a 
?  law  prefcribed  by  the  conqueror  to  the  con- 

*  quered.     In  all  other  cafes,  nations  are  obliged 

*  to  confider  times  and  circumftances,  and  to  ac- 

*  cept  of  the  utmoft  the  then  pofture  of  affairs 

*  will  allow  them  to  infifl  on.     Between   con- 

*  tending  nations,    the  cafe   is   the   fame   with 

*  what  it  is  between  private  men :   Each  party 

*  thinks  himfelf  in  the  right,  tho'   it  generally 

*  happens  that  both  are  in  the  wrong:    What 

*  may  feem  extreniely  clear,    and  nothing  but 

*  juft,  to  one  party,  or  in  one  country,  may  ap- 
<  pear  to  be  very  doubtful,  or  highly  unreafon- 

*  able,  in  the  other.     Therefore,  when  two  na- 

*  tions  are  treating  upon  a  par,  if  they  have  a 
'  mind  to  agree,  neither  muft  pbftinately  infift 
'  upon  what  they  think  right,  but  each  muft 
^  confider  its  own  circumftances,   and  the  cir- 

*  cumftances  of  its  adverfary,  at  that  particular 
^  time,    in   order  from  thence  to  judge,   what 

*  conceflions  muft  be  made,  and  what  demands 
^  may  be  peremptorily  infifted  on.    In  this  light, 

*  I  think,  the  treaty  now  before  us  ought  to  be 

*  confidered ;  and  in  this  light  I  muft  fay,  I'm 

*  furprized  to  find  it  fo  good  as  it  is. 

*  With  regard  to  the  Spanijh  demand  on  our 
^  Sonth-Sea  company,  and  with  regard  to  their 

*  demand  on  account  of  the  ftiips  taken  and  de- 

*  ftroyed  by  us  in  the  year  171 8,  I  am  far  from 

*  being  of  the  fame  opinion  with  thofe  gentle- 

*  men  who  difapprove  of  this  treaty.     I  believe, 

*  Sir,  the  Spaniards  had  fome  reafon  to  infift 
^  upon  both,  efpecially  the  laft.     Perhaps  they 

*  may  fay,  they  had  reafon  at  that  time  to  at- 

*  tack  the  Emperor  in  Sardinia^  and  the  Duke  of 

*  Savoy  in  Sicily^  becaufe  of  a  negotiation  then 
I  on  footj  for  giving  Sicily  to  the  Emperor,  in 

'  exchange 
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*  exchange  for  Sardinia,  without  alking  the  con- 
'  fent  of  Spain  *,  and  without  fhewing  the  leaft 
^  regard   to  the  right  of  rtverfioa  they  had   to 

*  Sicily  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  between  Spain 

*  and  Savoy ^  confirmed  by  the  fourteenth  article 

*  of  the  treaty  made  at  the  fame  place,  between 

*  Gi'eat  Britain  and  Spain.     And  as  for  their  de- 

*  m.and  upon  the  South-Sea  company,  I  muil  in 
'  chanty  believe,  they  thought  it  was  juft,  o- 
'  therwife  they  would  not  have  made  it ;  but 
'  whether  it  be  juft  or  not,  or  whether  or  no  the 

*  South-Sea  company  pays  it  to  Spain.,  are  quefti- 
^  ons  that  can  have  no  relation  to  the  prefent ; 

*  becaufe  by  this  treaty  the  juftice  of  the  de- 
"  mand  is  not  acknowledged,  and  the  Spaniards 
'  are  to  pay  us  the  95,000/.  ilipulated,  whether 

*  this   fum  be  paid  to   them  by  our  South-Sea 

*  company  or  not  •,  therefore  I  am  furprized  to 

*  hear  it  faid,  that  the  South-Sea  company  is  to 
'^  advance  any  part  of  that  money  which  is  to  be 

*  paid  us  by  Spain ;  but  fuppofe  they  did,  if  in 

*  confideration  thereof,  Spain  gave  up  what  they 

*  thought  a  juft  claim,  the  money  would,  ac- 
^  carding  to  their  way  of  thinking,  be  paid  by 

*  them,  and  to  this  nation  too.  From  hence,  I 
^  think,  it  appears,  that  the  reparation  v/e  have 
"  obtained  by  this  treaty,  amounts  to  155,000/. 

*  and  this  I  muft  look  on  as  no   inconfiderable 

*  fum,  confidering  the  prefent  circumftances  of 

*  affairs,  and  the  ftrong  objections  Spain  had  to 
^  make  to  fome  of  our  claims. 

'  As  to  our  future  fecurity,  Sir,  I  ftiall  ac- 
«  knowledge,  it  depends  upon  the  rights  in  dif- 
'  pute  ;  but  by  this  treaty  we  have  neither  given 

*  up  any  we  pretend  to,  nor  acknowledged  any 

*  the  Spaniards  pretend  to.  We  have  only  re- 
'  ferred  them  to  be  examined  into,  and  difcufled 

*  by  plenipotentiaries,   which  I  cannot  but  ap- 

*  prove  of ;  becaufe  I  am  convinced,  the  juftice 
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^  of  what  we  pretend  to,  and  the  unreafonable- 

'  nefs   of   what   Spain   pretends    to,    will    from 

'  thence  fully  appear :   Whereas,  if  we  had  re- 

^  fufed  to  have  our  title  difputed,  it  v/ould,  in 

*  my  opinion,  have  been  an  argument  that  we 
^  ourfelves  thought  it  difputable. 

'  Therefore,  Sir,  without  being  influenced  by 
^  any  fears  or  terrors,  or  by  any  thing  but  the 
'  reafonablenefs  of  the  thing  itfelf,  I  cannot  but 

*  approve  of  the  treaty  now  under  our  confide- 
'  ration,  and  confequently  muft  agree  to  the 
"  motion  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been 
^  pleafed  to  make.' 

The  next  that  fpoke  was  William  Pitt^  Efq*, 
whofe  fpeech  was  in  fubflance  as  follows,  viz. 

'  Mr.  Fane^ 
*  Sir,  There  certainly  has  never  been  in  Par-  w*--  p^'-'s 
^  liament  a  matter  of  more  high  and  national  ^^"''^' 

*  concern,  than  the  convention  referred  to  the 
^  confideration  of  this  committee  ;  and  give  me 
'  leave  to  fay,  there  cannot  be  a  more  indirect 
'  manner  of  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  committee 
'  upon  it,  than  by  the  complicated  quefhion  that 
^  is  now  before  you.  I  have  no  apprehenfions 
'  that  any  one  gentleman  can  be  led  into  an  ap- 
'  probation  of  the  convention,  under  the  fofter 
^  name  of  an  humble  addrefs  to  the  throne :  But 
'  is  this  that  full,  deliberate  examination,  which 

*  we  were  called  upon,  with  defiance,  to  give  to 
'  this  convention }  Is  this  curfory,  blended  dif- 

*  quifition  of  matters  of  fuch  variety   and  ex- 

*  tent,  all  that  we  owe  to  ourfelves  and  to  our 
'  country?  When  trade  is  at  ftake,  it  is  your 
'  lad  retrenchment,  you  mull  defend  it  or  pe- 
'  rifh ;    and  whatever  is  to  decide  of  that,   de- 

*  ferves  the  moft  diftindt  confideracion,  and  the 
f  moft  dn-eft,  undifguifed  fenfe  of  Parliament. 

'  But 
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'  But  how  are  we  now  proceeding  ?  Upon  an  ar- 

*  tificial,  miniilerial  queftion :  Here  is  all  the 
^  confidence,    here  is  the  confcious  fenfe  of  the 

*  greateit   fervice    that   ever   was    done   to    this 

*  country,  to  be  complicating  queftions,  to  be 

*  Jumping  fan6lion  and  approbation,  Hke  a  com- 

*  miilary's  accompt,  to  be  covering  and  taking 
'  fanduary  in  the  Royal  Name,  inftead  of  meet- 

*  ing  openly,  aud  ftanding  fairly,  the  dire6c 
'  judgment  and  fentence  of  Parliament,  upon 
'  the  feveral  articles  of  this  convention. 

'  Sir,  you  have  been  moved  to  vote  an  hum.ble 

*  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty,  for  a  mea- 
'  fure,    which,    (I   will   appeal    to    gentlemens 

*  converfation  in  the  world)    is  odious  through- 

*  out  the  kingdom  :  Such  thanks  are  only  due 
'  to  thQ  fatal  inauence  that  framed  it,  as  are  due 
*-  for  that  low,  unallied  condition  abroad,  which 

*  is  now  made  a  plea  for  this  convention.  To 
'  v/hat  are  gentlemen  reduced  in  fupport  of  it  ?' 

*  Firil  try  a  little  to  defend  it  upon  its  own  me- 
^  rits  ',  if  that  is  not  tenable,  throw  out  general 
^  terrors,  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  is  united,  who 
'  knows  the  confequence  of  a  war  ?  Sir,  Spain 
'  knows   the  confequence  of  a  war  in  America^ 

*  whoever  gains,  it  muft  prove  fatal  to  herr 
^  She  knows  it,  and  muft  therefore  avoid  it; 
'  but  flie  knows  England  does  not  dare  to  make 

*  it.  And  what  is  a  delay,  which  is  all  this 
'  magnified  convention  is  fometimes  call'd,  to 
'  produce  ?  Can  it  produce  fuch  conjun6lures,  as 

*  thofe  you  loft,  while  you  were  giving  king- 

*  doms  to  Spain^  and  all  to  bring  her  back  again 

*  to  that  great  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon^ 

*  which  is  now  thrown  out  to  you  with  fo  much 

*  terror  ?  If  this  union  be  formidable,  are  we  to 

*  delay  only  till  it  becomes  more  formidable,  by 

*  being  carried  farther  into  execution,  and  more 
^  ftrongly  cemented  ?  But  be  it  what  it  will,   is 

'  thi5( 
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*  this  any  longer  a  nation,  or  what  is  an  Englijh 

*  Parliament,    if  with  more   fhips  in  your  har- 

*  hours  than  in  all  the  navies  of  Europe^  with 
'  above  two  millions  of  people  in  your  American 

*  colonies,  you  will  bear  to  hear  of  the  expedi- 
^  ency  of  receiving  from  Spain  an  infecure,   un- 

*  fatisfadlory,  difhonourable  convention  ?  Sir,  I 
^  call  it  no  more  than  it  has  been  proved  in  this 
^  debate  •,  it  carries  fallacy  or  downright  fubjec- 

*  tion  in  almoft  every  line :   It  has  been  laid  o- 

*  pen  and  expofed  in  fo  many  flrong  and  gla- 
'  ring  lights,  that  I  can  pretend  to  add  nothing 

*  to  the  convi6lion  and  indignation  it  has  rais'd. 

'  Sir,  after  fo   much  has  been  faid,  and  very 

*  ably,  by  gentlemen  that  have  gone  before  me, 
'  I  can  exped  to  be  heard  but  with  little  atten- 
^  tion :   I  am  forry  it  is  fo  eafy  to  fpeak  on  our 

*  fide  of  the  queftion  ;  I  wifh  the  fubjedt  were 
'  lefs  copious  •,  I  think  it  a  very  melancholy  ad- 

*  vantage,  and  I  will  trouble  you  as  little  as  I 

*  can  upon  a  matter  that  furniihes  fuch  unhappy 

*  abundance. 

'  Sir,   as  to  the  great  national  obje6lion,  the 

*  fearching  your  fhips,  that  favourite  word,  as  it 
'  was  call'd,  is  not  omitted,  indeed,  in  the  pre- 
'  amble  to  the  convention,  but  it  ftands  there  as 
'  the  reproach  of  the  whole,  as  the  flrongeil  e- 
^  vidence  of  the  fatal  fubmifTion  that  follows  : 
"-  On  the  part  of  Spain^  an  ufurpation,  an  inhu- 
'  man  tyranny  claim'd  and  exercis'd  over  the  A- 
'  merican  feas  ;  on  the  part  of  England^  an  \\\\- 

*  doubted  right  by  treaties,  and  from  God  and 
'  nature,  declared  and  aflerted  in  the  reiblutions 
^  of  Parliament,  are  referred  to  the  difciiiTion  of 
'  plenipotentiaries,  upon  one  and  the  fame  equal 
'  foot.  Sir,  I  fay  this  undoubted  right  is  to  be 
'  difcufs'd  and  to  be  regulated.  And  if  to  re- 
'  gulate  be  to  prefcribe  rules,  (as  in  all  conll:ruc- 
^  tion  it  is)  this  right  is,  by  the  exprefs  words  of 
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*  this  convention,  to  be  given  up  and  facrificed  ; 
'  for  it  mull  ceafe  to  be  any  thing,  from  the 
'  moment  it  is  fubmitted  to  hmits. 

*  The  court  of  Spain  has  plainly  told  you  (a^ 

*  appears  by  papers  upon  the  table)  you  fhall 
^  fbeer  a  due  courfe,  you  fhall  navigate  by  a  line 

*  to  and  from  your  plantations  in  America  ;  if 
<  you  draw  near  to  her  coafts,  (tho*  from  the 

*  circumilances  of  that  navigation  you  are  under 
'  an  unavoidable  neceffity  of  doing  it)  you  fhall 

*  be  feized  and  confifcated :  If  then  upon  thefe 
'  terms  only  fhe  has  confented  to  refer,    what 

*  becomes  at  once  of  all  the  fecurity  we  are  flat- 

*  ter'd  with  in  confequence  of  this  reference  ? 

*  Plenipotentiaries  are  to  regulate  finally  the  re- 
'  fpedlive  pretenfions  of  the  two  crowns,   with 

*  regard   to    trade   and   navigation    in  America  \ 

*  but  does  a  man  in  Spain  reafon  that  thefe  pre- 
'  tenfions  muil  be  regulated  to  the  fatisfadion 
'  and  honour  of  England?   No,  Sir,  they  con- 

*  elude,  and  with  reafon,  from  the  high  fpirit 
'  of  their  adminiftration,  f  om  the  fuperiority 
'  with  which  they  have  fo  long  treated  you,  that 
'  this  reference  muft  end,  as  it  has  begun,  to 

*  their  honour  and  advantage. 

'  But  gentlemen  fay,  the  treaties  fubfifling  are 
«  to  be  the  meafure  of  this  regulation.  Sir,  as 
'  to  treaties,  I  will  take  part  of  the  words  of 

*  Sir  JVilliam  ^emple^  quoted  by  the  honourable 

*  gentleman  near  me,  //  is  vain  to  negotiate  and 
'  make  treaties^    if  there  is  not  dignity  and  vi- 

*  gour  to  enforce  the  obfervance  of  them  ;  for 

*  under   the  mifconftrudion    and   mifinterpreta- 

*  tion  of  thefe  very  treaties  fubfifling,  this  into- 
'     *^  lerable  grievance  has  arifen,  it  has  been  grow- 

^  ing  upon  you  treaty  after  treaty,  thro'  twenty 
'  years  of  negotiation,  and  even  under  the  dif- 
'  cufiion  of  commiiTaries  to  whom  it  was  re- 
'  ferr'd.     You  have  heard  from  captain  Vaughan 

*  at 
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'  at  your  bar,   at  what  time  thefe  injuries  and 

*  indignities  were  continued,  as  a  kind  of  expla- 

*  natory  comment  upon  the  convention  Spain  has 

*  thought  fit  to  grant  you,  as  another  infoleni 
•^  protefty  under  the  validity  and  force  of  which 

*  fhe  has  fuffer'd  this  convention  to  be  proceed- 

*  ed  on.     We'll  treat  with  you,  but  we'll  fearch 

*  and  take  your  fhips ;  we'll  fign  a:  convention, 
'  but  we'll  keep  your  fubjedts  prifoners,  prifon- 

*  ers  in  Old  Spain  •,   the  Weft-Indies  are  remote, 

*  Europe  fhall  be  witnefs  how  we  ufe  you. 

'  Sir,  as  to  the  inference  of  an  admilTion  of 

*  our  right  not  to  be  fearch'd,  drav\^n  from  a  re- 

*  paration  made  for  fhips  unduly  feiz'd  and  con- 

*  fifcated,  I  think  that  argument  is  very  incon- 

*  clufivc.  The  right  claim'd  by  Spain  to  fearch 
'  our  fhips,  is  one  thing,  and  the  excefies  ad- 
'  mitted  to  have  been  committed  in  confequence 

*  of  this  pretended  right,  is  another ;  but  fure- 

*  ly,  Sir,  reafoning  from  inferences  and  impiica- 

*  dons  only,   is  fuch  a  minutie  as  has  been  faid 

*  by  the  honourable  gentleman  that  made  this 

*  motion,  to  be  below  the  dignity  of  your  pro- 

*  ceedings,    upon  a   right   of  this   vaft   impor- 

*  tance.     What  this  reparation  is,  what  fort  of 

*  compofition  for  your  lolTes,   forced  upon  you 

*  by   Spain    in    an    inflance   that   has   come   to 

*  light,    where    your   ov/n    commifTaries    could 

*  not  in  confcience  decide  againft  your  claim, 
'  has  fully  appeared  upon  examination  ;  and  as 

*  for  the  payment  of  the  fum  llipulated,  (all 
'  but    27,000/.     and    that    too    fubjed'    to    a 

*  drawback)  it  is,  evidently,  a  flillacious,  nomi- 
'  nal  payment  only.  I  will  not  attempt  to  enter 
'  into  the  detail  of  a  dark,  confufed,  and  fcarcc- 
'  ly  intelligible  accompt ;  I  will  only  beg  leave 

*  to  conclude  with  one  word  upon  it,  in  the 
^  light  of  a  fubmiiOion,  as  \Nt\\  as  of  an  ade- 

*  quate   reparation.     Spain  flipulates   to  pay  to 

'  the 
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the  crown  of  England  95,000/.  by  a  prelimi- 


nary protefl  of  the  King  of  SpaiuT,  the  South- 
Sea  company  is  at  once  to  pay  68,000/.  of 
it ;  if  they  refufe,  Spain^  I  admit,  is  flill  to 
pay  the  95,000/.  but  how  does  it  fland  then? 
The  ajfiento  contradl  is  to  be  fufpended :  You 
are  to  purchafe  this  fum  at  the  price  of  an  ex- 
ckifive  trade,  purfuant  to  a  national  treaty, 
and  of  an  immenfe  debt,  of  God  knows  how 
many  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  due  from^ 
Spain  to  the  South-Sea  company.  Here,  Sir, 
is  the  fubmiflion  of  Spain  by  the  payment  of  a 
ftipulated  fum  j  a  tax  laid  upon  fubjeds  of 
England^  under  the  fevered  penalties,  with  the 
raiprocal  accord  of  an  Englijh  minifter,  as  a 
preliminary  that  the  convention  may  be  fign'd  j- 
a  condition  impofed  by  Spain  in  the  moft  abfo- 
lute  imperious  manner,  and  received  by  the 
minifters  of  England  in  the  moft:  tame  and  ab- 
jed.  Can  any  verbal  difliindions,  any  evafions 
whatever,  polTibly  explain  away  this  publick 
infamy  ?  To  whom  would  we  difguife  it  ?  To 
ourfelves  and  to  the  nation  :  I  wifh  we  could 
hide  it  from  the  eyes  of  every  court  in  Eu- 
rope: They  fee  Spain  has  talk'd  to  you  like 
your  mailer,  they  fee  this  arbitrary  fundamen- 
tal condition,  and  it  muft  fliand  with  diftinc- 
tion,  with  a  pre-eminence  of  fhame,  as  a  part 
even  of  this  convention. 

'  This  convention.  Sir,  I  think  from  my  foul, 
is  nothing  but  a  flipulation  for  national  igno- 
miny •,  an  illufory  expedient  to  baffle  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  nation  \  a  truce  without  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  hoililities  on  the  part  of  Spain^  on 
the  part  of  England^  a  fufpenfion,  as  to  Geor- 
gia^ of  the  firil  law  of  nature,  felf-prefervati- 
on,  and  felf-defence  ;  a  furrender  of  the  rights 
and  trade  of  England  to  the  mercy  of  plenipo- 
tentiaries, and  in  this  infinitely  higheft  and  fa- 

'  cred 
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*  cred  point,  future  fecurity,  not  only  Inade- 
'  quatc,  but  dirediy  repugnant  to  the  refoluti- 
'  ons  of  Parliament,  and  the  gracious  promife 
'  from  the  throne.  The  complaints  of  your 
'  defpairing  merchants,  the  voice  of  England  has 
'  condemn'd  it  j  be  the  guilt  of  it  upon  the  head 

*  of  the  advifer  ;  God  forbid  that  this  commit- 
'  tee  jQiould  fhare  the  guilt,  by  approving  it!* 

The  next  fpeech  we  fhall  give  upon  this 
fubjedr,  was  that  made  by  George  Lyttleton,  Efq-, 
who  fpoke  as  follows,  viz. 

Mr.  Fane^ 

'  Sir,  From   fome  words  that  fell  from    r^tur.Lyuh^ 
\  honourable  member  who  fpoke  lad,  I  fliall  be-  ^''"'^  fp««ch. 
'  gin  by  wifhing  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  by 
'  making  it  my  moft   ardent   prayer,    that  the 

*  mercantile  intereft  may  be  the  only  bias  of 
'  our    deliberations    to-day ;    and    that    neither 

*  the  intereft  of  a  party,  nor  much  lefs  that  of 
'  any  fingle  man,  may  prevail  over  this,  which 
'  is  the  national  concern.  For  then  we  fliall  do 
'  our^  duty  in  this  great  affair,  and  our  decifion 
'  of  it  will  do  honour  to  Parliament.     But  be- 

*  fore  I  enter  further  into  tiiis  debate,  I  beg 
'  leave  to  take  notice  of  fome  words  that  drop't 
'  from  an  honourable  gentleman,  who  fpoke  the 
'  firft  upon  this  queftion,  and  which  I  heard 
'  with  the  deepeft  concern. 

After  he  liad  ufed  many  arguments  to  per- 
'  fuade  us  to  peace,  to  any  peace  good  or  bad, 
'  by  painting  out  the  dangers  of  a  war,  (dangers 
'  I  by  no  means  allow  to  be  what  he  reprefents 
'  them)  he  crov/n'd  all  thofe  terrors  with  the 
'  name  of  the  Pretender.  It  wou'd  be  the  caufe 
'  of  the  Pretender  :  The  Pretender  would  corne  I 
'  Is  the  honourable  gentleman  fenfible  what  this 
'  language  imports.^  The  people  of  England 
VoL.XVm.  E  'com^ 
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complain  of  the  greateft  wrongs  and  indigni- 
ties •,  they  complain  of  the  interruption,  the 
deflaidion  of  their  trade  -,  they  think  this 
peace  has  left  them  in  a  worfe  condition  than 
before  -,  and  in  anfwer  to  all  thefe  complaints, 
what  are  they  told  ?  Why,  that  their  continu- 
ing to  fuffer  all  this,  is  the  price  they  muft 
pay  to  keep  the  King  and  his  Family  on  the 
throne  of  thefe  realms.  If  this  were  true,  it 
ought  not  to  be  own'd.  Will  it  flrengthen 
the  Family  to  have  it  believ'd  ?  But  it  is  far 
from  true  ;  the  very  reverfe  of  it  is  true  :  No- 
thing can  weaken  the  Family,  nothing  can 
fhake  the  eftablifhment,  but  fuch  meafures  as 
t\\^{ty  and  fuch  language  as  this. 
'  Sir,  I  know  who  hears  me,  and  for  that  rea- 
fon  I  fpeak. — The  honourable  gentleman  who 
firfl  moved  you  this  queftion,  and  he  who 
fpoke  lafl,  have  both  ftrongly  infifted,  and  it 
was  the  fum  of  all  their  arguments,  that  our 
right  not  to  be  fearched,  is  not  referr'd  to  the 
difcufTion  of  plenipotentiaries,  they  are  only, 
it  feems,  to  confider  how  to  remedy  grievan- 
ces. What  grievances,  Sir,  do  the  gentlemen 
mean?  The  grievances  of  England!  they  ad- 
mit but  of  one  remedy,  a  very  fhort  and  fim- 
ple  one,  and  which  wants  no  confideration : 
That  our  fhips  fhall  not  be  fearch'd  upon  any 
pretence.  This  alone  can  go  to  the  root  of 
our  grievances  ♦,  all  lefs  than  this  is  trifling, 
hurtful,  fatal  to  commerce.  Do  they  mean 
the  grievances  of  Spain  ?  The  illicit  trade  ? 
The  remedy  for  that  too  is  already  provided, 
it  is  already  fettled  by  our  treaties  with  Spain^ 
that  we  are  not  to  trade  in  their  ports  and  ha- 
vens in  America  j  but  if  our  fhips  are  found 
there,  they  mull  be  confifcated.  Is  not  this 
fufficient?  I  defy  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  fo  much  ll<:ill  in  negotiation,  to  dif- 
2  *  cover 


A.  1739.         DEBATES. 

cover  another  expedient  to  fecure  the  Spaniards 
from  illicit  trade,  which  will  not  be  dellrudcive 
to  the  lawful  trade  of  Great  Britain  \  and,  I 
hope,  we  fhall  be  more  folicitous  for  our  own, 
than  for  theirs.  The  honourable  gentleman 
faid,  the  fettling  this  v/ould  take  up  fomc 
time  -,  it  will  indeed,  Sir,  for  it  will  never  be 
fettjed ;  it  is  morally  impoffible  it  can  ever  be 
fettled  ;  and  therefore,  I  think  it  ought  not  to 
have  been  brought  into  difpute.  Had  v/e  pro- 
ceeded conformably  to  the  intentions  of  Parlia- 
ment, we  fhould  either  have  aded  with  vi- 
gour, or  have  obtained  a  real  fecurity,  in  an 
exprefs  acknowledgment  of  our  right  not  to 
be  fearched,  as  a  preliminary  Jine  q^iia  non  to 
our  treating  at  all.  This  we  ought  to  have  in- 
filled on  in  the  words  of  La  ^ladra's  proteil 
(v/hich  is  the  preliminary  fine  qua  non  of  that 
crown)  we  ought  to  have  infilled  on  it  in  thofe 
very  words,  as  the  precife^  and  ejfential  means  to 
overcome  the  fo  much  debated  difputes^  and  that  on 
the  validity  and  force  of  this  exprefs  acknowledg- 
ment^ the  figning  the  convention  may  he  proceeded 
on^  and  in  no  other  manner.  Inilead  of  this, 
what  have  we  done  ?  We  have  referr'd  it  to 
plenipotentiaries.  Is  not  this  weakening  our 
right }  Wou'd  you.  Sir,  fubmiit  to  a  reference, 
whether  you  may  travel  unmolefced  from  your 
houfe  in  town,  to  your  houfe  in  the  country  ? 
Your  right  is  clear  and  undeniable,  why 
wou'd  you  have  it  difcufs'd  P  But  much  lefs 
wou'd  you  refer  it,  if  two  of  your  judges  be- 
longed to  a  gang,  which  had  often  ilopp'd  and 

robb'd  you  in  your  way  thither  before. 

'  Things  that  are  of  a  nature  to  admit  of 
temperaments,  in  which  each  party  may  re- 
cede from  their  refpeclive  pretenfions,  and 
come  to  a  medium  to  conclude  the  difpute, 
fuch  things  ajlov/  of  a  difcudion.  and  may  be 
K  2  ^  referr'd  ; 
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'  referr'd  •,  but  v/lien  no  medium  can  be  found, 
y  '  when   the   cafe   admits    of  no   temperaments, 

'  where  to  recede  one  tittle,  is  to  give  up  the 
'  quefcion,  there  to  agree  to  a  difcuflion,  is  to 
'  endanger  the  whole  :  At  beft,  it  can  end  in 
'  nothing  but  in  both  fides  adhering  to  their 
'  claim,  and  leaving  all  in  uncertainty,  to  go 
'  on  as  before.  And  can  any  thing  worfe  befal 
'  us?  Is  not  this  deftruclion  itfelf  ? 

'  Oh  but,  uiid  the  honourable  gentleman,  we 
'  have  gain'd  a  great  point,  in  bringing  Spain  to 
'  acknowledge  by  the  prefent  convention,   that 

*  grievances  have  arifen  in  the  fearching  of 
'  fliips,  and  that  means  to  remedy  thefe  grie- 
'  vances  ought  to  be  found  out!  Sir,  was  this 
'  ever  denied  ?  Did  Spain  ever  deny,  that  her 
'  Guarda  Cojla's  had  fometimes  commitled  exceJfeSy 
*•  that  is,  fearched  a  little  too  wantonly,  gone  a 
'  little  too  far,  made  fome  irregular  feizures^  and 
'  that  this  ought  to  be  remedied  ?  All  this  is  ex- 
'  prefsly  confefs'd  in  La  ^ladra's  letter  to  Mr. 
'  Keene^  dated  the  tenth  of  February  laft  year, 
'  before  we  fent  out  our  fleets,  and  that  orders 
'  iliould  be  given  for  reparation,  when  fuch  ex- 

^  ceiTes  are  proved.     But  does  this  amount,   or 

'  do   the  words  of  the  treaty  amount   to    any 

'  thing  like  a  departing  from  their  pretenfion  to 

*  fearch  }  No they  are  only  a  modification 

'  of  it  to  a  certain  degree,  which  is  a  defence  of 

'  the  practice  itfelf,  and  we  thought  fo  laft  year, 

*  or  why  did  we  judge  that  letter  fo  unfatisfac- 
'  tory  .^  But,  Sir,  pray  confider,  our  right  not  to 

*  be  fearch'd  is  a  very  fhort  point,  wants  no  dif- 
'  cufTion,   does  not  depend  upon  argum.ents  of 

*  any  difBculty  to  examine  or  to  comprehend. 
'  1  he  King  of  Spain  m.uft  have  known  for  this 
'  twelvemonth  at  leatl  what  he  ought  to  think 

*  of  it,  and  whether  he  will  yield  it  or  no.  The 
<^^;0nly   imaginable   reafon   of  his   chicaning   fo 

'     *  2  '  long. 
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'  long,  is,  that  he  fufpecled  a  weaknefs  In  the 
'  counfels  of  England.     What  was  then  only  liif- 

*  picion,    is   now  turn'd  into   certainty,    and   if 
'  that  will  make  hiin   more  pliant,  it  is  eafy  to 

*  judge. 

'  As  we  go  on  with  onr  politicks,  fo  will  the 
^  Spaniards  withi  theirs.  Ours  have  been  to  pro- 
'  craftinate,  to  put  off  a  war  at  any  rate,  to  live 
'  upon  daily  expedients,  to  endure  and  to  treat : 
'  Theirs  have  been  to  fool  us  with  the  name  of 
^  peace,  and  to  commit  all  forts  of  hoftihties 
'  on  our  merchants  and  trade,    to  plunder  and 

•  butcher   the    former,    and    to    ruin    the    lafu. 

•  Thus  it   has  been  ;    thus   it  will  continue   to 
'  be. How  we  find  our  account  in  it,  I  am 

unable  to  guefs !  How  Spain  finds  hers  in  it,  is 
■  too  plain   at  firfl  fight.     If   that   court  v/ere 
bent  upon  undoing  this  nation,  they  need  only 
leave  us  to  the  condu6l  we  hold.     What  could 
they  defire  better,  than  for  eighteen  years  more 
to  interrupt  our  navigation,   and  deftroy  our 
trade,  put  us  to  the  charge  of  half  a  dozen 
pacifick  fleets,  furnifh  us  with  a  pretence  for  a 
numerous    (landing    army    to   confume    us   at 
home,  render  us  the  fcorn  of  Europe^  and   at 
lafl,  to  make  us  amends,   account  with  us  fo 
as   to  receive  or  detain  much  more  than  they 
give,    and   keep   the    claim    fubfifling    upon 
Wiiich  they  robb'd  us  fo  long }  But  it  would 
be  better  for  England  to  fubmit  at  once,  throw 
up  the  trade  to  our  colonies,  and  the  colonies 
themfelves,   than  to  leave  our  merchants  ex- 
pos'd   to   fuch  inhuman    cruelties,    and  fuffer 
ourfelves  to  be  mock'd  with  forms  of  juffice 
and  law,  while  we  are  the  prey,  and  fport,  of 
all  injuftice  and  violence,  or  with   infignificant 
treaties,   which  inilead  of  giving  us  fecurity, 
ferves  as  a  pretext  and  fandion  for  all  future 
injuries. 

E  3  *  But 
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'  But  we  are  defir'd  to  have  confidence,   to 

'  have    hopes   in   the    wifdom    and    fuccefs    of 

'  the  mealures  which  his  Majeily  is  advifed   to 

'  purfue. 

'  Sir,  the  people  of  England  fear  much  more 

'  than  they  hope. And  have  not  they  rea- 

*  fon  ?  What  can  a  review  of  the  pall  produce, 
'  but  dread  of  the  future  ?  Have  not  thefe  de- 
'  predations  increas'd  year  after  year,  fince  twcn- 
'  ty-one  ?  How  many  fleets  have  been  fent  out 
*•  in  that  time  ?  What  were  they  to  do  for  us  ? 

'  To  perfuade   tlie  Spaniards, To    what   did 

'  they   perfuade   them  ?    To    make  conventions 

*  and  treaties. What  have  we  got  by  thofe 

'  treaties .?  New,  and  greater  infults  and  wrongs. 
^  This  was  enough  to  induce  us  to  fufpeft  even 
'  lafl:  year,  that  with  all  our  appearances  of  vi- 
'  gour,  we  iliou'd  do  nothing  efFedual ;  but 
'  thofe  fufpicions  were  born  down  by  the  ilrong 

*  aflurances  given,  that  we  fhou'd  not  meet  here 

*  again  and  find  nothing  done.  W^hat  has  been 
'  done.  Sir?  What  is  the  fruit  of  our  arma- 
'  ment  ?  A  temporary  expedient,  a  poor,  un- 
'  fafe  procraftination,  a  fliameful  barter  of  our 
'  future  fecurity,  for  the  name  of  refcitution, 
'  which,  indeed,  we  make  to  ourfelves.    I  won't 

*  tire  you  with  repeating  what  has  been  fo  fully 
'  made  out ;  but  vv^hen  I  compare  this  nominaJ, 
'  this    ridiculous    fatisfadion,    with    the    ferious 

*  rifk  v/e  run  of  lofmg  our  moft  valuable  rights, 
'  I  dare  be  bold  to  fay,  no  other  nation  under 
f  heaven  ever  ftaked  their  honour  and  intereft 
'  againiiyi^fi?  counters  as  thefe. 

^  And  are  we  to  go  on  flill  hoping,  trufting 
'  flill  in   fpite  of  experience  .^   Are  our  refent- 

*  ments  perpetually  to  be  play'd   with  in   this 

*  manner,  fliifted  off  from  expedient  to  expedi- 
*■  ent,  and  from  feiTion  to  fefTion  ?  Adjourn'd 
'  from  one  treaty  to  another,   and  fo  on  to  a 

*  third  •, 
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third ',  if  you  don't  like  this,  you  fhail  the 
next,  and  when  that  comes,  if  you  don't  like 
that  neither,  you  may  go  to  war.     Is  this  the 

language  to  be  held  to  a  Parliament  ? 

'  But  gentlemen  afk,   what  have  you  loft  by 

deferring  your  war  ? What  have  we   loft? 

All  that  we  gave  to  make  it  laft  year. We 

have  loft  much  too  of  our  reputation,  much 
of  the  efteem  of  mankind,  much  of  the  af- 
fection of  our  people,  which  is  the  worft  of 
all  loiTes.  But,  I  beg  leave  to  fay,  in  anfwer 
to  a  great  deal  of  reafoning  which  I  have 
heard  from  many  gentlemen,  and  heard  with 
great  pain,  that  the  queftion  is  not,  whether 
war  or  peace  be  more  eligible  ;  the  queftion 
now  is  about  maintaining  your  rights.  If 
Spain  believed  us  in  earneft,  if  ftie  did  not  de- 
pend upon  our  timidity,  it  is  fcarce  conceiva- 
ble this  fhould  coft  us  a  war.  But  if  it  did 
bring  on  one,  it  is  a  war  of  neceftity,  and  it  is 
a  war,  in  which  our  neighbours  have  a  com- 
mon caufe  with  us.  What  was  faid  of  the 
war  againft  the  pirates,  it  wou'd  be  l?ellum  om- 
nium gentium.  Wou'd  France  take  arms  to  o- 
verturn  a  general  right,  which  it  is  as  much 
her  intereft  to  fupport  as  ours  ?  Wou'd  fhe 
fight  to  eftablifti  in  the  crown  of  Spain^  a 
power  deftru61:ive  to  the  freedom  of  com- 
merce, and  a  fupreme  dominion  in  the  Ameri- 
can feas ;  or  to  impofe  that  upon  England^ 
which  ftie  muft  refufe  for  herfelf  .^  Upon  the 
foot  of  all  treaties  this  is  quite  impoffible  :  We 
muft  be  ufed  as  the  gens  amiciffima ;  if  France^ 
or  any  other  nation  fliall  retain  this  right  for 
themfelves,  they  retain  it  for  us  too  ;  it  is  ours 
by  confequence.  Will  fhe  break  all  treaties 
then  to  take  it  away .?  This  wou'd  be  adling 
with  a  fpirit  of  violence,  which  does  not  feem 
to  be  in  her  now,  and  which,  whenever  it 
E  4  *  iliews 
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fliews  itfelf,  muil  unite  all  Europe  to  oppofe 
its  effects.  Shou'd  not  we  find  one  friend  a- 
mong  fo  many  allies  ?  Have  we  negotiated  ail 
the  world  into  enemies,  united  them  all  to  our 
deflrudion  ?  If  by  the  conduct  of  our  mini- 
fters,  things  are  brought  to  fuch  an  extremity, 
that  we  are  reduced  to  the  necelTity  of  peri  fil- 
ing in  the  juft  defence  of  our  rights,  or  of 
perifliing  equally  by  lofing  them  ;  the  choice 
is  eafy  to  make  ;  let  us  perifii  like  men,  and 
with  fv/ords  in  our  hands.  But  don't  let  us 
have  the  weaknefs  to  expe6t  our  fafety  from 
thofe,  v/ho  have   brought  a  fiourilliing  nation 

to  fuch  a  dreadful  alternative. What  is  this 

wretched  reprieve  that  we  have  begg'd  for 
eight  months  ?  Will  that  do  us  any  good.  Sir  ; 
will  that  be  worth  our  acceptance  ?  Do  we 
really  flatter  ourfelves  that  we  now  are  at 
peace  ?  Peace  is  a  fecure  and  unmolefted  en- 
joyment of  our  rights. But  peace,   at   the 

expence  of  rights,  of  efTential  rights,  peace 
expofed  to  infults,  peace  expofed  to  injuries, 
is  the  moit  abject,  is  the  moil  deplorable,  is 
the  moft  calamitous  circumftance  of  human 
affairs.  It  is  the  worft  effed:  that  cou'd  be 
produced  from  the  moft  unfuccefsful,  the  moft 
Riinous  war.  No  nation  fhou'd  fubmit  to  it, 
while  it  can  hold  up  its  head  :  But  to  fuch  a 
one  have  we  fubmitted,  without  ftriking  a 
ftroke,  and  in  a  condition  to  defend  ourfelves, 
not  againft  the  Spaniards  alone,  but  if  our 
ftrength  were  wifely  exerted,  againft  any  ene- 
mies, whom  in  fuch  a  quarrel  we  rnight  have 
to  oppofe,  notwithftanding  all  the  terrors,  now 
thrown  out  to  make  us  believe,  that  the  nation 
itfelf  is  as  weak  as,  our  enemies  may  think. 


as 
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upon  lofs  of  honour  to  a  nation.  With  what 
contempt  and  infolence  are  we  ufed  by  Spain^ 
when  in  the  fame  treaty  where  flie  ftipulates 
that  we  fhall  not  have  liberty  to  fortify  Charles- 
'Town  itfelf,  which  is  as  undoubtedly  ours,  as 
London  or  Tork^  that  we  muil  not  dare  to  dig 
a  ditch  about  it  till  this  difcufTion  is  pad,  fhe 
has  not  granted  us  a  fhort  fufpenfion  of  hofti- 
lities,  a  temporary  obfervance  of  treaties  in 
not  fearching  our  fliips  ?  So  that  far  from  ha- 
ving a  peace,  we  have  not  got  fo  much  as  a 
truce.  For  fure  the  worthy  member  over  the 
way  did  not  believe  himfelf  when  he  argued, 
that  to  have  afl<'d  a  cefTation  of  injuries,  would 
have  been  allowing  their  claim.  If  a  man 
were  at  law  with  me  for  my  eilate,  without 
any  title  at  all,  and  the  cafe  was  referr'd  to 
arbitrators,  fliou'd  I  let  him  cut  down  my 
woods,  and  make  what  waile  he  pleafed,  till 
the  fuit  was  decided,  for  fear  he  Ihou'd  inter- 
pret the  forbidding  it,  as  an  admiflion  of  hi> 
claim  }  Sure  an  acquiefcence  under  it  would 
admit  it  much  more. 

'  But,  Sir,  the  worft  of  all  indignities  is  his 
Catholick  Majefty's  behaviour  with  regard  to 
the  South-Sea  company  in  La  ^adra^s>  proteft. 
That  he  fhould  not  deign  to  fubmit  his  ac- 
counts with  them  to  a  reference,  to  which  we 
have  fubmitted  things  of  fuch  infinite  confe- 
quence,  as  the  right  we  have  to  our  domiini- 
ons,  and  the  fecurity  of  our  trade,  that  he 
fnould  value  our  friendfnip  fo  little,  as  not 
even  to  grant  us  this  treaty,  unlefs  out  of  an 
unliquidated  account,  the  part  he  claims  be  in- 
ftantly  paid,  without  any  regard  to  the  ba- 
lance, or  that  upon  a  refufal  of  this,  he  Hiall 
deprive  the  company  of  their  trade  \  that  this 
Ihould  be  the  only  condition  of  his  agreeing 
to  fign  this  convention,   and  that  we  fhould 

'  take 
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*  take  It  on  thefe  terms,  is,  indeed,  aftomfliing, 

*  even  to  thofe  who  are  ufed  to  confider  the  re- 

*  peated  infults  of  Spain^  and  the  habitual  tame- 
'  nefs  of  England, ■ 

'  Sir,  I  entirely  agree  to  what  has  been  faid 

*  by  fome  gentlemen,    that  tht   non-compliance 

*  of  the  company  to  this  monflrous  demand  will 

*  not  forfeit  what  is  flipiilated  to  be  paid  to  our 

*  merchants,  nor  diredly  annul  the  convention. 

' To  be  fure  it  will  not.     But  the  penalty 

^  annex'd  to  it,   is   the  depriving  the  company, 

*  during  the  pleafure  of  Spain^  of  the  benefits  of 
'  the  ajfiento  trade,  and  probably  too  the  lofs  of 
'  their  debt,  againil  right  and  juftice,  and  the 
"-  fenfe   of   all   treaties.     Will   our   government 

*  admit  of  this  I  Will  they  agree  to  it  as  juft  ? 

*  If  they  do,  it  is  evident,   this  great  body  of 

*  our  countrymen,  are  put  out  of  his  Majefty's 
protedlion,  and  left  at  the  mercy  of  Spain  ^ 
and  it  is  no  lefs  evident,  that  w^e  buy  this  con- 
vention at  the  expence  of  a  great  national  in- 
tereft,  and  by  a  breach  of  national  faith,  of 
the  honour  and  judice  of  Parliament,  which 
has  fold  and  confirmed  this  trade  to  the  com- 
pany. To  fay,  this  is  not  an  article,  what 
will  that  avail }  It  is  much  ftronger  than  an 
article,  as  it  is  the  bafe  of  the  whole.  It  is 
much  worfe  than  an  article,  as  the  doing  it  in 
this  way  has  an  air  of  tricking  and  evafion, 
that  wou'd  fhame  an  attorney.  Gentlemen 
may  diflinguifh  and  refine  as  much  as  they 
pleafe,  but  on  this  dirty  foundation  this  con- 
vention does  fcand.  If  every  other  part  of  it 
were  as  good,  as  it  is  bad  and  difhonourable, 
this  alone  fliou'd   oblige  us  to  reje<5l  it  with 

fcorn. With   fcorn.    Sir,    let   us   rejed   it, 

that  to  all  we  have  fuffer'd  before,  to  all  the 
accumulated  infults  that  were  ever  heap'd  on  a 
nation,  a  worfe  difhonour  may  not  be  added, 

'  and 
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^  and  that  diihonour  fall  upon  the  Parliament. 

*  And  therefore  I  heartily  give  my  negative  to 
^  this  qneilion.' 

The  next  fpeech  v/e  fliall  give,  was  that  made 
by  Colonel  Mordamt^  who  fpoke  to  this  effedl, 
viz, 

'  Mr.  Fane^ 
'  Sir,  I  have  upon  many  occafions  obferved,  Coi.  Mor- 
'  that  by  the  art  of  minifters,  or  by  the  art  of  fpeech! 
'  thofe  who  would  be  minifters,  a  popular  cry 

*  has  been  raifed,  by  which  the  giddy  multitude 
'  have  been,  like  children,  led  in  a  leading- 
'  firing,    and   induced   to    favour   or  join   with 

*  thofe  who  firft  raifed  the  clamour,  tho'  the 
^  end  they  were  driving  at,  appear'd  to  be  di- 
^  re6lly  contrary  to  the  cry  they  had  raifed.     In 

*  a  late  reign,  a  clamour  was  raifed  among  the 

*  people,  nat  the  church  was  in  danger.  This 
^  cry  was  firft  begun  by  thofe  who  were  not,  but 
'  had  a  ftrong  mind  to  be  minifters  \  and  it  was 
^  echoed  back  by  the  people  from  all  corners 
'  of  the  kingdom.  Thofe  who  put  the  people 
^  into  this  general  fright,  got  their  aim :  They 
^  got  themfeives  made  minifters ;   and  they  en- 

*  deavoured  to  fupport  themfeives  in  power,  by 

*  the  fame  means  by  which  they  had  got  it : 
'  During  their  adminiftration,  the  popular  cry 
'  continued  to  be,  ^he  church  was  in  danger ; 
"  and  yet  many  are  miftaken,  if  they  were  not, 

*  during  the  whole  time  of  their  adminiftration, 
'  fecretly  driving  at  an  end,  which  v/ould  have 
'  brought  the  church  into  real  danger. 

'  Upon  the  prefent  occafion,   I  obferve,  that 
^  the   general  cry  raifed  among   the  people   is, 

*  Our  trade  is  in  danger.  I  do  not  know,  Sir, 
'  by  whom  this  cry  has  been  raifed  \  but,  I  am 

*  fure,  it  has  not  been  raifed  by  our  minifters ; 

'  and 
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*  and  if  it  has  been  raifed  by  thofe  who  are  for 
^  involving  the  nation  in  war,  it  mufl:  be  al- 
'  lowed,  that  the  end  they  are  purfuing,  is  ab- 

*  folutely   incorififtent  with    the    cry  they   have 

*  raifed  ;  for  war  will  certainly  bring  our  trade 

*  into  real  danger.  At  prefent,  I  cannot  think 
^  our  trade  in  any  real  danger  ;  and  I  have  good 
'  reafon  for  thinking  fo ;  becaufe  in  a  debate 
'  of  tv/elve  hours,  I  obferved  there  was  but 
'  one  merchant  that  fpoke  againfl  this  treaty  ; 

*  and  now  I  obferve,  that  one  of  our  grcateft 
'  merchants,   one  who  ought   to  have  as  great 

*  a  concern  for  trade  as  any  member  of  this 
'  houfe,   is  fitting  in  a  place  from  whence  he 

*  cannot  fpeak  */ 

Mr.  Alderman  IVillimot  thinking  himlelf  point- 
ed at  by  the  conclufion  of  this  fpeech,  removed 
from  where  he  was,  and  after  taking  his  feat  in 
the  houfe,  he  flood  up  and  fpoke  in  fubflance 
as  follows,  viz. 

*  Mr.  Fane, 

'  Sir,  My  reafon  for  not  fpeaking  upon  this 
'  queffion,  was  not,  becaufe  I  do  not  think  our 
^  trade  in  danger :  On  the  contrary,  I  think  it 
'  will  be  abfolutely  facrificed,  if  we  approve  of 
'  this  convention  -,  but  the  affair  has  been  fo 
'  fully,  and  fo  well  fpoke  to  by  other  members, 
'  the  fatal  confequences  of  our  agreeing  to  give 
'  a  fandion  to  this  preliminary,  have  been  fet  in 
*-  fo  clear  a  light,  and  fo  little  faid  in  its  favour, 
'  that  I  thought  there  was  no  necefTity  for  my 
'  giving  you  any  trouble  upon  this  occafion. 

'  Now  I  am  called  upon,  Sir,  I  muft  obferve, 
'  that  our  trade  is  at  prefent,  I  think,  in  the 
••  moft   imminent  danger.     A  jufl   and  a  well 

'  con- 

*  N.  B.  No  member  can  fpeak,  unlcfs  he  has  taken  »  place  within  the 
houfe. 


A,  1739;        DEBATES.  61 

^  conduced  war  can  never  bring  our  trade  into 

*  any  danger.     But,   if  we  fhew  that   we  dare 

*  not  refent  any  injury  that  may  be  done  to  our 
'  trade :  If  we  allow  our  merchants  to  be  plun- 
'  dered,  and  our  feamen  murdered  and  tortured 
'  with  impunity,  our  trade  will  not  only  be  in 
'  danger,  but  muft  be  undone.  To  this  I  mull 
'  add,  Sir,  that  with  regard  to  the  treaty  now 
'  under  our  confideration,  the  honour  of  the 
'  nation  is  as  much  concerned  as  its  trade  -,  and 
'  therefore,  it  aftonilhes  me  to  hear  the  honour- 

*  able  gentleman  that  fpoke  laft,  or  any  gentle- 
'  man  of  his  character,  making  light  of  fuch  a 
'  fubjed: ;    for  if  the   gentlemen   of  our   army 

*  ihould  make  themfelves  merry  with  the  ho- 
'  nour  of  their  country,  or  fhould  join  in  facri- 
'  ficing  it,  by  giving  a  parliamentary  fandion 
'  to  an  infamous  treaty  of  peace,  I  am  fure  they 
'  would  be  at  lead  as  blameable,  as  thofe  mer- 
'  chants  who  fhould  make  a  joke  of,  or  join  in 

*  facrificing  its  navigation  and  commerce/ 

The  queftion  was  at  laft  put,  and  the  motion 
agreed  to  upon  a  divifion  j  and  as  it  was  a  quef- 
tion of  great  importance,  we  fhall  give  the  fol- 
lowing lift  of  thofe  who  voted  and  were  abfent 
upon  this  occafion,  viz. 

Teller  for  the  Convention, 

Salaries,  per  Ann.  \,ltHl 
Thomas  Winnington,  Efq-,  Lord  of  the  Trea-    /.     rentces. 
fury  1600 

ABERCROMBY,   James,  Bamfffmre, 
Capt.    of  Foot,    King's  Painter  in 
Scotland,  and  Deputy  Governor  of  Stir- 
ling Caftle  600 
A-Conrt.,  Pierce^  Heytejhury^  two  Brothers  in 
^  the  Guards 
Alfton^  Sir  Rowland^  Bedford/hire 

Archer, 
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Pro  Salaries,  per  Ann. 

Archer,  Thomas, /i^r^/^^,  Truilee  for  Geor- 
gia 

Archer,  Henry,  Warwick^  Truilee  for  Geor- 
gia 

Arefkine,  Charles,  Dumfreisjhire^  Lord  Ad- 
vocate of  Scotland  1000 

Arundell,  Hon.  Richard,  X>^^r<?/Z'(?r(?^^^^,  Maf- 
ter  Worker  of  the  Mint  1500 

Aihe,  Jof.  Windham,  Downton 

Aihburnham,  Sir  Wil.  Raftings^  Commif- 
lioner  of  the  Alienation  Oitice  and  Cham- 
berlain of  the  Tally  Court  800 

Baker,  Hercules,  Hythe^  Treafurer  of  Green- 
wich Hofpital  500 

Balle,  Thomas,  Exeter 

Beaghan,  Edm.  Hungate,  TVinchelfea 

Beauclerk,  Lord  Vere,  Windjor^  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  1000 

Beauclerk^  Lord  Sidney^  Windfor^  Brother  to 
Lord  Vere  and  Duke  of  St.  Albans,  ob- 
tain'd  a  Reverfionary  Grant  of  Crown 
Lands  after  a  fhort  Term 

Bertie,  Hon.  Albemarle,  Bofton 

Bevan,  Arthur,  Caermarthen 

Bifie,  Ste.  Romney^  Commiflioner  for  VIdlu- 
ailing  the  Navy,  Clerk  of  the  Crown        1000 

Bladen,  Martin,  Maiden^  Commiflioner  of 
Trade  and  Commiflary  for  fettling  the 
Trade  in  the  Netherlands  2500 

Bladen^  Thomas^  Ajhburton 

Bockland,  Maurice,  Lymington^  Col.  of  the 
Foot  Guards  500 

Bond^  John^  Corfe-Caftle^  his  Brother  Letter 
Carrier  to  Hampton  Court 

Bowles,  Brig.  Phineas,  Bewdley^  Col.  of  a 
Regiment  of  Dragoons  in  Ireland,  and 
Brigadier  on  the  Irifh  Eftablifhment  2000 

Boyne,  Lord  Vifcount,  Newport^  Commif- 

fioner 
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Pro  Salaried,  per  Am. 

fioner  of  the  Revenue  in  Ireland  1000 

Boynton^  Sir  Francis^  Heydm^  his  Son  in  the 
Army  • 

Bradjhaigh^  Sir  Roger,  fVigaii^  his  Sons  in 
the  Army  and  at  Court 

Bradlhaw,  Elerker,  Beverley 

Brafley,  Nathaniel,  Hertford 

Brereton,  Tho.  Liverpool,  CommifTioner  of 
the  Vidualing  Office,  his  Son  in  the  Lot- 
tery Office  ^00 

Bridges,  Geo.  Winchefter 

Briflow,  John,  Berealfion,  Deputy  Governor 
of  the  South-Sea  Company 

Briflow,  Robert,  Winchelfea 

Brodie,  Alex.  Elgin-Jhire^  Lyon  King  at 
Arms,  6ff.  800 

Brodie,  Alex.  Nairn-fmre,  his  Brother  a  Com- 
pany in  New  York 

Bromley,  Hen.  Camhridgejhire^  Lieut,  of  the 
County  of  Cambridge 

Brown,  Sir  Robert,  Ivelchefter 

Brudenell,  Hon.  James,  Chichefter,  Commif- 
fioner  of  Trade,  Groom  of  the  Bed  Cham- 
ber, and  Gentleman  of  the  Horfe  to  his 
Majefty  2000 

Burchet,  Jofiah,  Sandwich,  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty  1200 

Burreil,  Peter,  Hajlemere,  Sub-Governor  of 
the  South-Sea  Company 

Butler,  James,  Suffex 

Byng,  Robert,  Fly  mouth,  Commiflioner  of 
the  Navy,  and  fince  Governor  of  Barba- 
does  500 

Campbell,  Brig.  James,  Air/hire,  Col.  of  the 
Regiment  of  Grey  Dragoons,  and  Groom 
of  the  Bed  Chamber,  and  Governor  of 
Edinburgh  Caftle  3800 

Campbell,    Colonel   John,    Bumhartonjhirey 

Groom 


PAk  1 1  A  Me  ntar  y     a.  1739. 

Pro  Salaries,  per  Ann, 

Groom  of  the  Bed  Chamber,  and  Col. 
of  a  Regiment  of  Foot,  and  his  Daugh- 
ter Keeper  of  Somerfet  Houfe  1400 

Campbell,  John,  Pembroke/hire^  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  with  Lodging,  Fire  and  Can- 
dle 1300 

CarmichaeU  Hon.  James^  Lanerkfhire^  Brother 
to  the  Earl  of  Hindford,  a  Lord  of  the 
Police,  and  Commiffioner  to  the  AfTem- 
bly  in  Scotland 

Caiy,  Walter,  Dartmouth^  Clerk  of  the  Green 
Cloth,  and  of  the  Council  1500 

Cafwell^  Sir  George^  Leominjier 

Cavendifh,  Philip,  Portfmouth^  Admiral  of 
the  Blue,  and  Porter  of  St.  James's  Pa- 
lace 600 

Champion.,  Sir  Geo.  Aylejhury^  B.  B. 

Cholmondeley,  Hon.  Ja.  Camelford.,  Lieut. 
Governor  of  Chefter  Caftle,  and  Lieut. 
Col.  of  the  Horfe  Guards  1000 

Churchill,  Cha.  Caftle-Rifing^  Major  General, 
Groom  of  the  Bed  Chamber  to  his  Maje- 
ily.  Col.  of  a  Regiment  of  Dragoons,  and 
Gov.  of  Plymouth,  ^c.  and  his  Son  a 
Place  in  the  Cuflom  Houfe,  in  all  4800 

Chute,  Anthony,  Yarmouth 

Clavering,  John,  Penryn^  Groom  of  the  Bed 
Cham.ber  to  his  Majefty  500 

Clayton^  Sir  William^  Blechingly^  Seventeen  of 
his  Relations  in  Place 

Clayton,  Kenrick,  Blechingly^  Son  to  Sir 
William 

Clutterbuck,  Thomas,  Plympton^  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  1000 

Conolly,  William,  Alhorough 

Cope,  Brig.  Gen.  John,  Or  ford.,  Col.  of  a 
Regiment  of  Dragoons  in  Ireland  1500 

CopCy 
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Pro  Salaries,  per  Ann, 

Cope^  Sir  John,  Lymington,  his  Son  a  Place 

at  Court,  &c. 
Copleflon,  Thomas,  Kellington,  CJerkof  the 

Quit-Rents  and  Forfeitures  Office  in  Ire- 

Corhet,  William,  Montgomery,  his  Father  a 
CommifTioner  of  the  Cuftoms 

Corbet,  Tho.  Saltajh,  Under-Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty,  and  Sec.  to  Greenwich  Hof- 
pital  and  to  the  Widows  Charity  800 

Cornewall,  James,  Weohly,  Capt.  of  a  Man 

^  ^^  "^^^  4QO 

Conwalhs,  Hon.  Ste.  Eye,  Col.  of  a  Reg.  of 

Foot  in  England  j20o 

Cornwallis,  Hon.  John,  Eye 
Crowle,  George,  Kingfton  upon  Hull,  Com- 

miffioner  of  the  Navy  r^Q 

Curwen,  Edw.  Cockermoutb 
Danvers,  Jofeph,  Totnefs 
Darcy,  Sir  Conyers,  Richmond,  Comptroller 

of  the  Houfehold  1000 

Dennis,  Geo.  Lejkard,  Comptroller  of  the 

Lotteries  ^^^ 

Doddmgton,  Geo.  Bridgwater,  Lord  of  the 

Treafury  and  Clerk  of  the  Pells  in  Ireland  3  ico 
Doddington,  Geo.  Weymouth 
Douglas,  Hon.  Robert,  Orkney,  Capt.  of  a 

Company  of  Foot  2  '-o 

Downing,  Sir  Geo.  Dunwich,  Knight  of  the     ^ 

Bath 
Drummond,  John,  Dundee,  &c.  Commifiary 

for  fettlmg  the  Trade  in  the  Netherlands, 

and  his  Nephew  Secretary  to  the  Order 

oftheThiftle  J -00 

Duckett,  Coll.  Will.  Cain,    Lieut.  Col.    in 

the  Horfe  Grenadier  Guards  ^00 

Duncombe,  Anthony,  Bow7tton 

VoL,XVIIL  F  Dum^ 
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Pro  Salaries,  pe?'  Ann. 

Dummer,  Tho.  Southampton^  his  Father  and 
felf  Places  in  the  Great  Wardrobe  1200 

Earle,  Giles,  Mahnejhury^  Lsord  of  the  Trea- 
fury    ^   ^  1600 

Earl,  William  Rawlinfon,  Mahnejbury^  Clerk 
of  Deliveries  in  the  Ordnance  Office  600 

Edgecumbe,  Richard,  Leftwithiel,  Joint  Trea- 
furer  of  Ireland  4000 

Eujlon^  Lord^  Coventry^  Son  to  the  Lord 
Chamberlain 

Evans,  Richard,  ^eenhoroughj  Capt.  of  Dra- 
goons, and  Deputy  Gov.  of  Sheernefs, 
&c.  600 

Eversfield^  Cha.  Horjham 

Eyles,  Sir  Jofeph,  Devizes^  Brother  to  the 
Poll  Mailer  General  and  Remitter  for  the 
Crown  2500 

Eyles,  Capt,  Francis,  Devizes^  ComrnifTioner 
for  victualling  the  Navy  500 

Falconer^  John^  Kinka?'dinejhire 

Fall^  James^  Jedburgh^  &c.  a  Leafe  in  Holy 
IQand 

Fane,  Francis,  'Taunton,  King's  Counfel  and 
Counfel  to  the  Board  of  Trade  800 

Finch,  Hon.  Hen.  Malton^  Receiver  Gen. 
and  Colle^Lor  of  the  Revenues  in  Minorca  500 

Fitzroy,  Cha.  Thetford,  Mailer  of  his  Ma- 
jeily's  Tennis  Courts  and  Cornet  of  Horle  400 

Fox,  Stephen,  ShafiJImry^  fince  made  Joint 
Secretary  of  the  Treafury 

Fox,  lien.  Ilendon^  Surveyor  General  of  his 
Majeily's  Works-  xooo 

Frankland,  Sir  Tho.  nirfie^  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  with  Lodging,  Fire  and  Can- 
dle 1300 

Frankland,  Frederick,  Thtrjke,  his  Brother 

Frederick,  Tho.  Shcreham,  Trufcee  for  Geor- 
gia 

Gage, 
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Pro  Salaries,  per  Ann, 

Gage,  Sir  William,  Seafo7'd^  Knight  of  the 
Badi 

Gall  way,  Loixi  Vifcount,  Pontefra^f^  Com- 
mifTioner  of  the  Revenue  in  Ireiand  1000 

Gibfon,  Tho.  Tarmouth^  in  Hants^  Convey- 
ancer to  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  Cafhier 
to  the  Pay  Offtce 

Gildart^  Richard^  Liverpoole^  his  eldefr  Son 
Receiver  Gen.  of  the  Land  Tax  for  the 
County  of  Lancafter,  and  two  of  his  o- 
ther  Sons  provided  for,  &c. 

Glenorchy^  Lord  Vifcount^  Saltaffj 

Gough,  Sir  Henry,  Bramber 

Gough,  Capt.  Bramber^  Diredror  of  the  Eafc- 
India  Company 

Grants  Sir  James ^  Invernefsjh,  a  Grant  of  Du- 
ties in  Scotland,  his  eldeit  Son  Commif- 
fioner  of  Police,  his  fecond  Son  Capt.  in 
the  Army,  and  his  Brother  Capt.  of  an 
independent  Company 

Grey^  Hen.  Reading 

Gregory,  Geo.  Boroughbridgc^  Store-keeper 
of  the  Ordnance  500 

Griffith,  John,  Caniarvanjhire^  Captain  of 
Foot  250 

Grove,  Gray  James,  Bridgnorth 

Gulfton,  Jofeph,  'Tregony^  Diredor  of  the 
South-Sea  Company 

Hale^  Sir  Tho.  Canterbury^  his  Son  Clerk  of 
the  Board  of  Green  Cloth 

Hales,  Tho.  Grampound^  Clerk  of  the  Board 
of  Green  Cloth  1000 

Halket,  Peter,  Inverkeithen^   Capt.  of  Foot  250 

Hampden,  John,  IFendover^  CommiiTary  of 
the  Stores  at  Gibraltar  500 

Hanbury.,  William^  MonniouthfrJire,  Heir  cx- 
pedlant  to  the  late  Lord  Ranelaugli's  E- 
ftate 

F  2  Han  da- 
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Pro  Salaries,  per  Ann. 

Handafyd,  Brig.  Roger,  Huntington^  Col.  of 
a  Reg.  of  Foot  and  Gov.  of  Fort  Philip  2500 

Harris,  John,  Helfton^  Treafurer  to  the  Board 
of  Works  600 

Harvey,  John,  Ryegate 

Hay,  William,  Seaford^  CommifTioner  of 
the  Vidualling  Oiiice  500 

Heathcote,  Sir  John,  Bodmin^  Truftee  for 
Georgia 

Hedworth,  John,  Durham 

Henley,  Hen.  Holt,  Lyme  Rs,  Clerk  of  the 
Pipe  500 

Herbert,  Hon.  Tho.  Newport,  Col.  in  the 
Foot  Guards,  and  Paymafter  to  Gibraltar  1200 

Herbert,  Hon.  Rob.  Wilton^  CommilTioner 
of  Trade  1000 

Herbert,  Hon.  Will.  Wilton^  Colonel  in  the 
Foot  Guards  500 

Herbert,  Flon.  Arthur,  Ludlow^  Lieut,  of 
the  County  of  Salop 

Heron,  Patrick,  Kirkudbright,  his  Son  a  Com- 
pany in  Georgia 

Hervey,  Hon.  Tho.  St.  Edmundjhury,  Sur- 
veyor of  his  Majefty's  Gardens  and  Wa- 
ter Works  500 

Hinxman,  Jof.  Chrift-Church,  Woodward 
and  Pvccper  of  Nev/  Foreft,  ^c.  500 

Hohy,  Sir  i'ho.  Great  Marlow 

Hoghton,  Sir  Hen.  Prejion,  Judge  Advocate  800 

Holdcn.  Sam.  Eafilow^  Director  of  the  Bank 

Howard,  Hon.  Cha.  Carlifie,  Col.  of  a  Reg. 
of  Foot  in  Ireland,  and  Deputy  Gov.  of 
Carlide  Caflle  1200 

How,  Jolin,  IViltjIAre 

Howarth,  Sir  Huraph.  Radnor flnre 

Hucks,  William,  fVallingford,  the  King's 
Brewer 

Hticks^ 
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Pro  Salaries,  per  Ann, 

Hticks^  Robert^  Abingdon^  Son  to  the  King's 
Brewer,  and  Truftee  for  Georgia 

Huxley,  Geo.  Newport  in  Hants^  Commif- 
fary  of  the  Miifters  800 

Jennifon,  Ralph.  Northumberland^  Mafler  of 
the  Buck  Hounds  2400 

Jewkes,  John,  Aldborough^  Torkjhire 

Ingram,  Hon.  Cha.  Horjhaniy  Colonel  of  the 
Foot  Guards  500 

Kent,  Sam.  Ipfwicb^  Diftiller  to  the  Court 

Kinafton^  William^  Shrewjbury^  his  Brother 
Sollicitor  of  the  Culloms 

Knight,  Robert,  Grimjhy^  Son  to  the  late 
Cafhire  of  the  South-Sea  Company 

Lambton,  Hon.  Durham 

Laroche,  John,  Bodmyn^  Truftee  for  Geor- 
gia 

Lawrie^  Sir  Robert^  Kirkudbright,  Son-in-law 
to  the  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland 

Lawton^  John^  Newcaftle  under  Line 

Leathes,  Carteret,  Harwich 

Leheup,  Ifaac^  Kellington^  Brother-in-law  to 
Hor.  Walpole,  and  fent  formerly  Mini- 
fter  to  Germany,  and  his  Brothers  and 
Relations  provided  for 

Lewis^  Tho.  Radnor^  feveral  Relations  in  the 
Cuftoms,  ^c.  of  his  recommending  and 
his  Brother 

I,iddell,  Sir  Hen.  Morpeth 

Liddell,  Geo.  Berwick,  Diredor  for  Greenwich 
Hofpital  of  Lord  Derwentwater's  Eftates 

Lindefay,  Patrick^  Edinburgh,  his  Brother-in- 
Law  Receiver  Gen.  in  Scotland 

Lockyer,  Charles,  Ivekhejier 

Longueville,  Charles,  Eajllow,  Auditor   to 
the  late  Queen,  befides  his  other  Employ- 
ment 800 
F  3                 Lowther^ 
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Pro  Salaries,  -per  Ann. 

Lowther^  Sir  William^  Tontefra5f^  his  Brother 
a  Place  in  the  Cuftoms 

Lloyd,  \¥alter,  Cardiganjlnre^  Attorney-Ge- 
neral in  Wales  300 

Lloyd^  Richard^  Cardigan 

I.yttleton,  Sir  Tho.  Camelford^  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  with  Lodging,  Fire  and  Can- 
dle 13,00 

Mai'fter,  Henry,  Kingflon  upon  Hull 

Martin,  Matthew,  Colchejler^  Diredor  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company 

Maule^  V/il.  Dundee^  &c.  Capt.  of  Foot,  and 
his  Brother  Regifter  of  Seafings  in  Scot- 
land 250 

Medlicott^  "Tho.  Milburne  Port 

M^ddlefex^  EarU  Eafi-Grinftead^  Son  to  the 
Lord-Steward 

Middleton^  Sir  William^  Northumberland 

Middleton,  Brig.  John,  Montrofe^  Col.  of  a 
Reg.  of  Foot  in  England,  Gov.  of  Holy- 
lOand,  and  Purveyor  of  Coal  and  Candle 
for  the  Guard-Room  in  the  Cannon-Gate  1400 

Mill^  Sir  Eicba/'d,  Penryn 

Mqnfon,  Charles,  Lincoln^  Deputy  Pay-maf- 
ter  of  the  Army  1000 

Montagu,  Lord  Robert,  Huntingdon,  Vice- 
Chamberlain  to  her  late  Majefty  500 

Mordaunt,  John,  Nottingfoamjloire,  Hufband 
to  a  Ladv  of  the  Bed-Chamber  to  the 
late  Queen  500 

Mord aun  t,  John ,  Whitchurch,  Col .  in  the  Foot- 
Guards,  and  Equerry  to  the  King  800 

Morden,  William,  Dunwich 

Morgan,  Thomas,  Monmouthjhire,  Lieut,  of 
the  County  of  Monmouth 

Munro,  Sir  Robert,  Bing'wall,  &c.  his  Bro^ 
ther  ^  Independant  Company 

Murray, 
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Murray,  Lord  John,  Perth^  Colonel  in  the 
Foot-Guards  50G 

Nafemitb^  Sir  James ^  Peehlefhire^  his  Brother 
Clerk  to  the  Commif.  of  Notaries  in  Scot- 
land 

Norris,  -  Sir  John,  Rye^  Vice-Admiral  of 
England,  Admiral  of  the  Red  \^       1200 

Norton,  Thomas,  St.  Edmufid's-Bury^  Lieut. 
Gov.  of  Chelfea-College  600 

Olmius,  John,  JVeymouth 

Onflow,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur,  Surrey.,  Speaker  • 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,   Chancellor 
to  the  late  Queen,  and  Treafurer  of  the 
Navy  5000 

Onflow,  Richard,  Guildford^  Col.  of  a  Reg. 
of  Foot,  and  Adjutant-General  1600 

Orbaldefl:on,  William,  Scarborough 

Owen,  fVilliam,  Pembroke^  his  two  Brothers 
Captains  of  Dragoons,  and  his  third  Bro- 
ther Lieut,  in  the  Guards 

Owen,  John,  TFeftlow.,  fecond  Brother  to 
Wil.  Owen,  Capt.  of  a  Comp.  of  Dra- 
goons 300 

Palmerfton,  Lord  Vifc.  Bojfiney,  chief  Re- 
membrancer in  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
in  Ireland  1000 

Papillon,  David,  Dover,  his  Son  a  Place 

Parfons,  Henry,  Maiden,  Purveyor  of  Chel- 
fea-College, and  Commiflioner  for  Vic- 
tualling the  Navy,  ^c.  ^c..  2000 

Pearfe,  Thomas,  TFeymouth,  Commiflioner 
of  the  Navy  500 

Pcirfe,  Henry,-  Northallerton 

Pelham,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry,  Sujfex,  Pay-Maf- 
ter  of  his  Majefly's  Forces,  ^c.  5000 

Pelham,  James,  Newark,  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Chamberlain,  i^c.  600 

Feiham,  Thornas,  Hajlings,  Secretary  to  tlie 
F  4  Embaiiy 
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EmbafTy  at  the  Court  of  France  600 

Pennington^  Sir  Jofeph,  Cumberland^  his  Son, 
(by  his  Surrender)  Comptroller  of  the  Ex- 
cife-Cafh 

Penton,  Henry,  'Tregony 

Phillipfon,  John,  Shoreham^  chief  Clerk  in 
the  Navy  Office,  fince  made  CommifTioner 
of  the  Navy  500 

Peers^  William^  Wells^  his  Son  in  the  Army 

Pigot,  Robert,  Huntingdonjhire 

Plumer,  Richard,  St,  Maw^s^  CommifTioner 
of  Trade  1000 

Plumptree,  John,  Nottinghanii  Treafurer  to 
the  Ordnance  1000 

Polhill,  David,  Rochejler^  Keeper  of  the  Re- 
cords in  the  Tower  500 

Pollen,  John,  Andover 

Poulet,  Hon.  Peregrine,  Bqffiney^  Brother  to 
a  Lord  of  the  Bed-Chamber  to  his  Ma- 
jefty 

Powlett^  Lord  Harry,  Hampjhire,  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  his  Son  an  Enfign  in 
the  Guards  1300 

Purvis,  George,  Aldborough^  Comptroller  of 
the  Navy  500 

Read,  Sir  Thomas,  Cricldade^  Clerk  of  the 
Board  of  Green  Cloth  1000 

Re  veil,  Thomas,  Dover,  CommifTioner  for 
Vi6lualling  the  Navy,  and  Contrador  for 
Gibraltar  2000 

Rlv:h,  Sir  Robert,  St,  Ives,  Groom  of  the 
Bed-Chamber,  and  Col.  of  a  Reg.  of  Dra- 
goons, and  his  Son  a  Cornet  of  Dragoons  2800 

Robinfon,  Nicholas,  JVotton-BaJfet,  Capt.  of 
a  Sloop  to  prevent  Smuggling  500 

Rofe,  Hugh,  Rofs^  his  Uncle  Lieut.  Col.  of 
Dragoons 

Ryd^r,  Dudley,  "Tiverton,  Attorney-Gen.      150Q 
I  Sackville, 
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Sackvllle,  Lord  John,  'Tamworth^  Son  to  the 
Lord-Steward,  Capt.  of  a  Comp.  of  Foot  250 

St.  Clair,  James,  Sutherland,  Col,  of  a  Reg. 
of  Foot,  and  of  two  Battalions  2000 

St.  John,  Pawlet,  Winchefter 

Scroope,  John,  Lyme-Regis^  Secretary  to  the 
Treafury  3000 

Selwyn,  John,  fen.  Gloucefter,  late  Receiver- 
General  of  the  Cuftoms,  and  furrendered 
it  to  his  Brother,  Treafurer  to  the  late 
Queen  4600 

Selwyn,  John,  jun.  JVhitechurch,  Treafurer 
to  the  Duke  and  Princeffes,  and  the  Re- 
verfion  of  two  Places  in  the  Weft-Indies    800 

Shelley,  Sir  John,  Arundell,  Brother-in-law  to 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  his  Brother  a 
CommilTioner  of  the  Stamp-Duty 

Sloper,  William,  Great  Bedwin,  Deputy  Cof- 
ferer 1000 

Smelt,  Leonard,  Northallerton,  Clerk  of  the 
Ordnance  700 

Stert,  Arthur,  Plymouth,  Commifiary  for  fet- 
tling the  Merchants  LofTes  by  the  Spani- 
ards ever  fmce  the  Year  1728  1000 

Stewart,  Hon.  Col.  James,  Wigtoun,  Col.  in 
the  Guards  500 

Stewart,  William,  Bamff,  i^c,  Pay-Mafter 
of  foreign  Penfions,  and  Overfeer  of  the 
King's  Swans,  and  principal  King's  Re- 
membrancer for  the  Exchequer  in  Scot- 
land 1400 

Strange,  John,  Weftlow,  Solicitor-General     1000 

Sundon,    Lord,    Weftminfier,    Lord    of   the 

Treafury  1600 

Talbot,  Hon.  John,  Brecon 
Thompfon,  Edward,  York,  Commiflloner  of 

the  Revenue  in  Ireland  1000 

Tliompfon,  William,  Scarborough^  Commif- 

fioner 
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fioner  for  ViAualling  the  Navy  500 

Tov/er,  Thomas,  Wallingford.,  Truftee  for 
Georgia 

Tov/nfhend,  Hon.  Tho.  Camhridge  Univerf. 
Teller  of  the  Exchequer  2000 

Traccy,  Robert,  "Tewkjhiiry^  Truftee  for 
Georgia 

Treby,  George,  Dartmouth^  Mafler  of  the 
Houiliold  1000 

Trefufis,  Thomas;  Gram-pound^  Captain  of  a 
Man  of  War  400 

Trenchard,  George,  Pool 

Trevor,  John  Morley,  Lewis 

"Tucker^  John^  IVeymouth^  his  Father  a  Grant 
of  the  Quarries  in  Portland 

Turner,  Sir  John,  Lynn^  many  of  his  Rela- 
tions in  Places 

Turner,  Cholmley,  York 

Turner,  Will.  Hofmanden,  Ma'idftone 

Tyrconnel,  Lord  Vifcount,  Grantham^  Truf- 
tee for  Georgia 

Tyrrel,  James,  Boroughhrtdge^  Major-Gene- 
ral,  and  Col.  of  a  Regiment  of  Foot, 
and  Gov.  of  Tilbury  Fort,  l^c. '  1800 

Urquhart,  EKincan,  Forrefs^  l^c.  Lieut,  in 
the  Foot  Guards,  and  his  Father  Recei- 
ver of  the  Biiliops  Rents  200 

Vere,  Thomas,   'Norwich 

Wade,  George,  Bath^  General  of  hfs  Maje- 
fty's  Forces  in  Scotland,  Col.  of  a  Reg. 
of  f  Icrfe,  and  Gov.  of  Fort  William      4000 

Wager,  Sir  Cliarles,  Wefiminfter^  firft  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  Admiral  of  the 
White,  i^c.  3600 

Walker,  Tliomas,  Plympton,  Surveyor-Gene- 
ral of  the  Crown  Lands,  ^r.  1500 

Wallingford,  Lord,  Banbury^  Major  in  the 
Horfc  Guards  500 

Walpoie, 
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Walpole,  Sir  Robert,  Lynn^  Chancellor  and 
Under-Treafurer  of  the  Exchequer,  Com- 
miffioner  of  the  Treafury,  ^c,  ^c.  i^c.    8000 

Walpole,  Horatio,  Norwich^  AmbafTador 
Extraordinary,  and  Plenipo.  to  the  States 
General,  Cofferer  to  his  Majefty,  and 
Auditor-General  to  the  Plantations,  [^c, 
&'c,  1 1000 

Walpole,  Edward,  Tarmoutb^  now  Clerk  of 
the  Pells,  late  Secretary  to  the  Treafury 
of  Ireland,  i^c.  4000 

War  dour. i^  William^  Foweyy  his  Brother  Lieut. 
Col.  in  the  Horfe  Guards 

White,  John,  Retford^  Truftee  for  Georgia 

Whitworth,  Francis,  Minebead^  Surveyor- 
General  of  his  Majefty's  Forefbs  1000 

Williams,  Sir  Nich.  Carnarvanjhire^  Lieut, 
of  the  County  of  Carmarthen,  and  Keep- 
er of  the  Court  Leets  500 

Wills,  *Sir  Charles,  T'otnefs^  Col.  of  the  fird 
Regiment  of  Foot  Guards,  and  Lieut. 
Gen.  of  Foot  and  Ordnance  4000 

IVilmer^  William^  Northampton 

JVilkinfon^  Andrew^  Aldhcrongh^  Torkjkire 

Wollafion,  William,  Ipfwich^  Truftee  for 
Georgia 

Wyndham,  Thomas,  Pool 

JVynn,  Sir  George^  Flinty  a  Grant  from  the 
Crown  of  the  Mines  in  Flintlhire  for  32 
Years 

Wynn,  Thomas,  Carnarvan^  Clerk  of  the 
Board  of  Green  Cloth  laoo 

Yonge,  Sir  Wilham,  Honiton^  Secretary  at 
War  2500 

Yorke,  John,  FJchmond^  Richmond. 


Teller 
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ABDY,  Sir  Robert,  Epx  L 

Affleck,  Gilbert,  Cambridge  Town 
Aidabie,  William,  RippoUy  Auditor  of  the 

Impreft  for  Life  2000 

Andover,  Lord  Vifcount,  Cafilerifing 
Archer,  William,  Berks 
Afhby,  Thomas,  St.  Albans 
Alhley,  Solomon,  Bridport^  lock'd  out  the 

firft  Day,  but  voted  againft  it  the  fecond 
Aftley,  Sir  John,  Salop 
Afton,  Sir  Thomas,  St.  Albans 
Bacon,  Sir  Edmund,  Norfolk 
Bagot,  Sir  Walter  WagftafF,  Staffordjhire 
Baltimore,  Lord,   St.  Germains^  Gentleman 

of  the  Bed-chamber  to  the  Prince  600 

Bampfylde,  John,  Bevonjhire 
Bance,  John,  Wefibury.,  Director  of  the  Bank 
Bankes,  John,  Corf-Caftle 
Barnard,  Sir  John,  London 
Barrymore,  Earl,  Wigan 
Bathurft,  Hon.  Benjamin,  Gloucejierjhire 
Bathurft,  Hon.  Henry,  Cirencejler 
Bathurft,  Benjamin,  Gloucejter 
Bathurft,  Peter,  New  Sarum 
Bayley,  Nicholas,  Anglefea 
Baynton-Rolt,  Edward,  Chippenham 
Berkeley,  Flon.  George,  Hey  don.,  Mafter  of 

Si.  Katherine's  Hofpital,    London,    for 

Life  400 

Berkeley,  Hon.  John,  Stockbridge 
Blackett,  Walter,  Newcafile 
Bold,  Peter,  Lancajhire 
Boon,  Daniel,  Ltiggerjhall 
Bootle,  Thomas,  Midhurft 
Bo#es5  George,  Durham  County 

Bramilonj 
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Bramfton,  Thomas,  Effevi 

Browne,  John,  Borchefter^  King's  Council 

Browne,  Robert,  Dorchefter 

Buckworth,  Sir  John,  Weohly 

Burgoyne,  Sir  Roger,  Bedford/hire 

Butler,  Dr.  Edward,  Oxford  tfniverfily 

Casfar,  Charles,  Hertfordjhire 

Campbell,  Brig.  Peter,  Bute/hire^  Lieut.  Go- 
vernor of  Portfmouth  ^00 

Campbell,  Charles,  Shire  of  Argyk^  Captain 
of  Foot  250 

Campbell,  John,  Renfrew^  &c.  Equerry  to 
the  Duke,  and  Cornet  of  Horfe  340 

Carew,  Sir  William,  Cornwall 

Carew,  Thomas,  Minehead 

Carnarvon,  Marquis  of,   Suynlng^    Gentle-     \ 
man  of  the  Bed-chamber  to  the  Prince       6od 

Cartwright,  Thomas,  NorthamponfJnre  g 

Chafin,  George,  Dorcbejler 

Chamberlayne,  George,  Buckingham 

Chefter,  Thomas,  Gloucefierfhire 

Chetwynd,  Lord  Vifcount,  Stafford 

Chetwynd,  William,  Stafford 

Child,  Sir  Francis,  Middlefex 

Chichefler,  Sir  John,  Barnjiaple 

Cholmondeley,  Charles,  Chefloire 

Clifton,  Sir  Robert,  Retford' 

Codrington,  John,  Bath 

Compton,  Hon.  George,  Northampton 

Cornbury,  Lord  Vifcount,  Oxford  Univerjity 

Cornewall,  Velters,  Herefordjhire 

Coder,  Thomas,  Briftol 

Cotes,  Dr.  Charles,  Tamworth 

Cotton,  Sir  John  Hynde,  Cambridge  'Town 

Courtney,  Sir  William,  Honiton 

Courtney,  Kellond,  Truro 

Crawley,  John,  Marlborough 

Crewe,  John,  ChefrAre 

Cunning- 


Parliamentary    A.  1739. 

Contra  Salaries,  per  Ann. 

Cunningham,  Alexander,  Renfrewfiire 
Curzon,  Sir  Nathaniel,  Derby/hire 
Dairy mple,  Hon.  William,  WigUun^  &c 
Davcrs,  Sir  Jermyn,  Suffolk 
Dawkins,  James,  Woodftock 
Delme,  Peter,  Luggerfloall 
Dering,  Sir  Edward,  Kent 
Devereiix,  Hon.  Price,  Montgomeryshire 
Digby,  Hon.  Edward,  Warwickjhire^  Truf- 

tee  im:  Geoi^gia 
Dnax,  Henry,  Wareham 
Duncom'be^  Thomas,  Rippon 
Elliot,  Richard,  LefkarA^  ReceiTer -Ger>erai 

to  the  Prince  500 

Elton,  Sir  Abraham,  Eriftat 
plrefkine,  Hon.  James,  Clackmannan^   SeCTe- 

tary  to  the  Prince  for  Scots  Affair* 
Evans,  Hon.  George,  Wefthury 
Evelyn,  John,  Helfton^  'Groom  of  the  Bed- 
chamber to  the  Prince  400 
Fagg,  Sir  Robert,  Steyning 
Fazakerley,  Nicholas,  Prefton 
Fenwick,  Robert,  Lancafier^  Attorney-Gen. 

and   King's   Serjeant  in   the   Dutchy   of 

Lancailer 
Fenwick,  Nicholas,  Newcaftle  upon  lyne 
Finch,  Hon.  William,  Ccckermouth 
Finch,  Hon.  John,  liigham-Ferrers^  King's 

Counfel 
Finch,  Hon.  John,  Maidftone 
Foley,  Edward,  Broitwich 
Forbes,  Sir  Arthur,  Ahcrdeenjhire 
Fortefcue,  Theophilus,  Barnjlaple 
Fox,  George,  Hindon 
Furnefe,  Henry,  Morpeth 
Fydall,  Richard,  Bofion 
Gage,  Lord  Vifcount,  Tewkjhury 
Gibbon,  Edward,  Petersjidd 

Gilniour, 
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Gilmour,  Sir  Charles,  Edinburgh 

Gore,  Thomas,  Agmondeftjam 

Gower,  Hon.  W.  Levefon,  Staffordjhire 

Gower,  Hon.  Bap.  Levefon,  Newcajik  under 
Line 

Grey,  Lord,  Leicefterjhire 

Greenville,  Richard,  Buckingham 

Grofvenor,  Sir  Robert,  Chejier 

Guidott,  William,  Andover 

Gybbon,  Philip,  Rye 

Hamilton,  Lord  Arch,    ^eenhorough^  Cof- 
ferer to  the  Prince,  and  Surveyor-General - 
of  Cornwall  1200 

Hamilton,  Sir  James,  Lanerkjhire 

Harley,  Edward,  Herefordjhire 

Harley,  Robert,  Leominfter 

Harvey,  Michael,  Milborn-Port 

Heathcote,  Sir  William,  Southampton^  Truf- 
tee  for  Georgia 

Heathcote,  George,  Southwark^  Truftee  for 
Georgia 

Herbert,  James,  Oxford  City 

Hill,  Sir  Rowland,  Litchfield 

Holmes,  Thomas,  Newton^  Ifle  of  Wight 

Hooper,  Edward,  Chrifi-Church 

Horner,  T.  Strangeways,  Somerfetfhire 

Houblon,  Jacob,  Cclchefler 

Hume-Campbell,  Hon.  Alex.  Shire  of  Ber^ 
wick 

Hungerford,  Walter,  Calm 

Hylton,  John,  Carlijle 

Jefferys,  John,  Breconfhire 

Inwin,  Tliomas,  Southwark 

Irby,  Sir  William,  Launcefton^  Chumbcrlain 
to  the  Princefs  500 

Ifham,  Sir  Edmund,  Northamptonfljire^  J»-idge 
Marllial,  and  Lord  High  Admiral's  Ad- 
vocate 

Kay, 
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Kay,  Sir  John  Lifter,  Tork 
Kynafton,  Corbet,  Salop 
Kynafton,  Edward,  Bijhof  s-Caftle 
Knight,  Thomas,  Canterbury 
Lech  mere,  Edmund,  Worcefierfhire 
Lee,  Sir  Thomas,  Bucks 
Lee,  Dr.  George,  Brackley 
Leilie,  Hon.  Tho.  Dyfert^  i^c.  a  Lieutenant 

of  Dragoons,  Half-Pay  50 

Levinz,  William,  Nottinghamjhire 
Limerick,  Lord  Vifcount,  JVendover^  Truf- 

tee  for  Georgia 
Lifle,  Edward,  Hampjhire 
Lifter,  Thomas,  Clitheroe 
Lockwood,  Richard,  Worcefter 
Long,  Sir  Robert,  Wotton-Baffet 
Long,  Richard,  Chippenham 
Lowther,  Hon.  Anthony,  JVeftmorelayid 
Lyttelton,  George,  Oakhampton^  Secretary  to 

the  Prince  866-13-4 

Mackworth,  Herbert,  Cardiffe 
Manners,  Lord  William,  Newark 
Marlhall,  Henry,  Agmondejham 
Mafter,  Thomas,  Cirencefter 
Mafter,  Leigh,  Newton,  Lane. 
Meadows,  Sidney,  Tavijiock 
Methuen,  Sir  Paul,  Brackley 
Molefworth,  Sir  John,  Newport 
Monoux,  Sir  Humphry,  Stockbridge 
Montagu,  Edward,  Huntingdon 
Mordaunt,  Sir  Charles,  Warwickjhire 
Morgan,  Sir  John,  Hereford 
Morrice,  Sir  William,  Launcefion 
Moftyn,  Sir  Thomas,  Flintjhire 
Murray,  John,  Selkirkjktre 
Myddleton,  John,  Denbigh 
Nedham,  Robert,  Old  Sarum 
Newton,  Sir  Michael,  Grantham 

Newlandj 
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Newland,  George,  Gatton 

Noel,  Hon.  James,  Rutland/hire 

Noel,  Thomas,  EutlandjJme 

Noel,  William,  Stamford^  King's  Counfel 

Dngley,  Samuel.  Bedford 

Ord,  Robert,  St.  Micbaers 

Oxenden,  Sir  George,  Sandwich 

Packer,  Winch.  Howard,  Berks 

Packington,  Sir  Herbert,  JVorcefterjhir& 

Parker,  Armiled,  Peterborough 

Parfons,  Humphrey,  London 

Peachey,  Sir  John,  Midhurjl 
Perry,  Micajah,  Lord  Mayor^  London 

Pitt,  William^    Old  Sarum^  Groom  of  the 

Bed-chamber  to  the  Prince  40a 

Pitt,  John,  Wareham 
Pitt,  Thomas^  Oakhamptoyt^  a  Pay-Mader  for 

the  Coinage  of  Tin  joq 

Pleydell,  Edm.  Morton,  Z)^r/^//Z;/r^ 
Polwarth,  Lord,  Berwick 
Pophamj  Edward,  Great  Bedwin 
Portman,  Henry- William,  'Taunton 
Powel,  Sir  Chriflopher,  Kent 
Powys,  Richard,  Orford 
Praed,  Wm.  Mackworth,  St.  Ives 
Price,  Richard^  Sudbury 
Proby,  John,  Stamford 
Pulteney,  William,  Middlefex 
Ramfden,  Sir  John,  Apulby 
Rafhleigh,  Jonathan,  Fowey 
Rowney,  Thomas,  Oxford 
Rutherford,  John,  Roxburgh 
St.  Aubin,  Sir  John,  Cornwall 
Sambrooke,  Sir  Jeremy,  Bedford 
Sandys,  Samuel,  Worcefier 
Saunderfon,  Sir  Thomas,  Lincolnfhirc^  Trea- 

furer  to  the  Prince  1200 

Scawen,  Thomas,  Surrey 

Vo  L.  XVIII.  G  Seymour, 
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Seymour,  Francis,  Marlborough 
Shafto,  John,  Durham  City 
Shepheard,  Samuel,  Cardhridgejhire 
Shippen,  William,  Newton^  Lane. 
Shuttle  worth,  Richard,  Lane  after 
Sibthorp,  Coningfby,  Lincoln 
Slingfby,  Sir  Henry,  Knarejhorough 
Smith,  Edward,  Leieefterjhire 
Somerfet,  Lord  Noel,  Monmouth 
Spencer,  Hon.  John,  Woodftoek 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Bueks 
Stanhope,  Hon.  John,  Derby 
Stanhope,  Charles,  Harwieh 
Stapleton,  Sir  William,  Oxfordjhire 
Stapylton,  Sir  Miles,  Torkjhire 
Stephenfon,  Edward,  Sudbury 
Stewart,  Admiral  Charles,  Portfmouth^  Vice- 

Admiral  of  the  White  400 

Talbot,  John  Ivory,  Wiltjhire 
Taylor,  William,  Evejham 
Townfhend,  Hon.  Roger,  Great  Yarmouth^ 
Captain  of  Horfe  500 

Trefufis,  Robert,  Truro 
Vane,  Hon.  Henry,  St.  Maws 

Vaughan,  William,  Merionethjloire 

Vernon,  Sir  Charles,  ChippenWyeomh 

Vernon,  Geo.  Venables,  Litchfield 

Vyner,  Robert,  LincolnfJoire 

Waller,  Edmund,  Great  Marlow] 

Waller,  Henry,  ChifpenWycomh 

Warren,  Borlace,  Nottingham 

Whitmore,  Thomas,  Bridgnorth 

Vv'igley,  James,  Leieefter 

Willimott,  Robert,  London 

Wodehoufe,  Armine,  Norfolk 

Wonley,  James,  Newtown^  Ifle  of  Wight 

V/ortley-Montagu,  Edward,  Peterborough 

Wrighte,  George,  Leieefter 

Wynd-    . 
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Contra  Salaries,  fei'Jnn. 

Wyndham,  Sir  William,  Somerjetjhire  ' 
Wyndham,  Charles,  Bridgwater 
Wynn,  Watkin  Williams,  Denhighfbire 
Yates,  Thomas,  Chichejier. 

The  Nam.es  of  thofe  who  were  abfent, 

ANSTRUTHER,  Sir  John,  Shire  of 
Fife,    Mailer  of  the  King's  Works 
in  Scotland  400 

Anftruther,  Brig.  Ph.  Petten-Weem,  i£c.  a 
Col.  of  a  Regiment  of  Foot,  and  Lieut, 
Governor  of  Minorca  3000 

Arfcott,  Arthur,  Tiverton,  Brother-in-Law  to 
Sir  W.  Yonge 

Afh,  Edward,  Heytefhury,  CommiiTioner  of 
Trade  (abfent  with  Cha.  Pelham)  1000 

Afhley,  Solomon,  Heytejhury,  lock'd  out  by 
Accident  upon  the  Divifion  in  the  Com- 
mittee, but  prefent  the  next  Day  upon 
the  Report,  and  voted  againfl  the  Ad- 
drefs 

Aufben,  Sir  Robert,  Romney 

Bennet,  Philip,  Shaftefbury 

Bowles,  William,  Bridport 

Bulckeley,  Lord  Vifcount,  Beaumaris 

Bunbury,  Sir  Charles,  Cheftoire 

Campbell,  Sir  James,  Sterling,  Mufcer-Maf- 
ter  General  in  Scotland  oCO 

Cavendifh,  Lord  Charles,  Derby/hire,  Bro- 
ther to  the  Duke  of  Devonlhu'e 

Cavendifh,  Lord  James,  Berbyjhire^  Uncle 
to  the  Duke  of  Devonlliire 

Gierke,  Sir  Thomas,  Hertford 

Cocks,  James,  Ryegate 

Cockburne,  John,  Haddingtonfljire 

Conyers,  Edward,  Eajl-Grinftead 

Corbet,  Sir  Richard,  Sbreivjbwy 

G  2  Crofs, 
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Salaries,  per  Ann, 

Crofs,  Sir  John,  Leftwithiel 

Curzon,  William,  CUtheroe 

Docminiqiie,  Charles,  Gatton 

Drake,  Sir  Francis,  Berealfton 

Fane,  Hon.  Charles,  Taviftock^  (abfent  with 
Mr.  Manfel)  Envoy  to  the  Court  of  Flo- 
rence 1 800 

Finch,  Hon.  Edward,  Camh.  Unherfity^  En- 
voy and  Plenipotentiary  in  Sweden  2300 

Fitzroy,  Lord  Auguflus,  Thetford^  Captain 
of  a  Man  of  War  400 

Firebrace,  Sir  Cordell,  Suffolk 

Foley,  Thomas,  Hereford 

Forefter,  W^illiam,  Wenlock 

Foreiter,  Brook,  V/eyilock^  his  Son 

Glanville,  William,  Hythe^  CommilTioner  of 
the  Revenue  in  Ireland,  lock'd  out  1000 

Gore,  William,  Cricklade 

Haddock,  Nicholas,  Rochefter^  Admiral  and 
Commander  of  the  Fleet  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean 2000 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  Linlithgowjhirc 

Herbert,  Richard,  Ludloiv 

Hoare,  Henry,  New  Sarum 

Joliiff,  Sir  \Villiam,  Petersfield 

Lowther,  Sir  Thomas,  Lancafier 

Lov/ther,  Sir  James,  Curnherland 

Lumley,  Hon.  John,  Arundell^  Groom  of 
x.\\'z  Bed-Chamber  to  the  Prince  and  Col. 
in  the  Guards  900 

Manfel,  Hon.  BufTy,  Glamorgan/hire^  (abfent 
with  Mr.  Fane) 

Montagu,  Charles,  St.  Germans^  Auditor  to 
the  Prince  and  County  of  Cornwall  50O 

More,  Robert,  Bijhof  s-Caftle 

Neal,  John,  Coventry^  his  Wife  Drefier  to 
the  late  Queen  30Q 

Northcote,  Sir  Henry,  Exeter 

Ogle- 
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Salaries,  per  Ann. 

Oglethorpe,  James,  Hajlemere^  General  and 
Commander  of  his  Majefty's  Forces  in 
Georgia,  and  Col.  of  a  Regiment  1200 

Onflow,  Hon.  Richard,  Guildford^  Son  to 
Lord  Onflow,  Teller  of  the  Exchequer 

Pelham,  Charles,  Beverley^  abfent  with  Ed- 
ward Afh 

Pelham,  Thomas,  Lewes^  CommifTioner  of 
Trade  1000 

Perrott,  Henry,  Oxfordjhire 

Philips,  Sir  Erafmus,  Haverfordweft^  abfent 
in  Italy  for  Recovery  of  his  Health 

Plumer,  William,  Hertfordjhire 

Plumer,  Walter,  Apulby 

Pottenger,  Richard,  Readings  Welch  Judge  500 

Rolle,  Henry,  Devon 

Speke,  George,  Wells 

Stuart,  Colonel  James,  Air^  Szc.  a  Capt.  in 
the  Foot  Guards,  Gent.  Uilier  and  Daily 
Waiter,  £ff<r.  650 

Sutton,  Sir  Robert,  GrmJIy 

Tower,  Chriftophcr,  Aylejhury^  Truftce  for 
Georgia 

Tuckheld,  Roger,  Ajhhurton 

Watts,  Thomas,  St.  Michael 

Wentv/orth,  Sir  William,  Malton^  his  Bro- 
ther a  Col.  of  a  Reg.  of  Foot 

Wilfon,  Daniel,  Wcftmorelayid 

The  Pro*s,  with  Chairman  and  Teller        262 
The  Contra's,  with  Teller  235 

Thofe  that  were  abfent  61 

In  all    55S 
Number  of  Employments  234 

Annual  Value  212956/.   \i,s,  \d. 

G  3  Next, 
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Hefointion  Next,  or  rather  the  fame  day,  fthe  divlfion 
not  having  been  over  till  after  one  o  clock  in  the 
morning)  being  ir/i^j,  March  19,  the  refolution 
of  the  committee  was  reported  to  the  houfe, 
and  a  motion  made  for  agreeing  with  the  com- 
mittee, whereupon  Mr.  PuUeney  flood  up  and 
fpoke  to  the  following  effed : 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 

U^.  Puhe.       '  Sir,  As  I  had  not  yefterday  an  opportunity 

'  to  give  you  my  fentiments  upon  this  queirion, 

'  I  muft  now  beg  leave  to  fay  fomething  upon 

'  it,    becaufe    it   is,    I  think,    a   queilion  of  as 

*  great  importance  as  any  one  that   ever  came 

*  before  this  alTembly.  Sir,  the  plaufible  pre- 
^  tence  of  addreiTing  the  crown  fliall  never  in- 
^  duce  me  to  betray  the  trufh  placed  in  me  by 
^  my  country  •,  and,  Sir,  when  I  view  this  quef- 

*  tion  in  its  proper  light,  to  me  it  appears  to  be 
f  a  model!  demand  made  by  the  miniftry,  that 
^  we  iliould,  without  the  leall  fatisfadion  given 
'  us,  ftrike  off  the  long  account  due  to  us  from 
^  Spain^  for  the  mofl  injurious  treatment  of  the 
1?  fubjeds^  and  the  groffeft  infults  on  the  crown 
V  of  G'reat  Britain:  That  we  fhould  give  up  all 
^  fecurity  for  the  exercife  of  that  commerce^ 
?  v/hich  is  at  prefent  the  only  fupport  of  this 
^  nation  :  That  we  fhould  give  up  the  right  of 
-  this  houfe  to  arraign  a  pufillanimous,  wcak^ 
f  deflru6live  meafure  of  the  miniftry,  or  rather 
f  one  man  in  the  miniftry  :  In  fhort,  that  we 
f  fnould  facrifice  all  that  can  be  dear  and  valu- 

*  able  to  US5  as  a  free  people,  in  otder  to  fup- 
r  port  one  man  in  his  power. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman.  Sir,  who  made 

*  the  morion.^  I  am  lure,  knows  a  great  deal 
^  more  of  the  fccrets  of  this  tranfadion  than  I 
^  do,  and  if  any  thing  that  carries  tht  leaft  flia- 

^  dow 
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dow  of  reafon  with  it  could  have  been  offered 
in  favour  of  this  convention,  he,  and  his 
friends,  who  have  fpoke  on  the  fame  fide, 
are  both  able  and  willing  to  do  it.  But  what 
they  have  hitherto  faid,  Sir,  confirms  me  more 
and  more  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  a  meafure 
deflru(5tive  to  this  nation.  Gentlemen  may  re- 
member that,  in  the  lafl  feffion,  I  was  for  af- 
ferting  the  rights  of  this  nation  in  America^ 
after  a  flronger  and  more  explicit  manner  than 
we  then  did.  For  this  purpofe,  I  offered  fome 
refolutions  to  the  houfe,  that  had  not  the  good 
fortune  to  be  approved  of.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  who  fits  near  me,  amended, 
or  rather  new  modell'd  them  into  the  refoluti- 
ons which  were  prefented  to  his  Majefty.  I 
forefaw.  Sir,  I  foretold  the  confequence  -,  I 
foretold  a  great  part  of  the  arguments  which 
have  adlually  been  made  ufe  of  this  day  in  fa- 
vour of  the  convention.  But,  Sir,  this  mea- 
fure, tho'  we  know  it  is  the  gentleman's,  is 
far  from  being  correfpondent  even  to  the  gen- 
tleman's refolutions,  if  I  may  fo  call  them. 
The  refolutions  affert  our  undoubted  right  to 
a  free  navigation  in  America  \  but  this  is  fo  far 
from  being  fecured,  or  afferted  by  the  conven- 
tion, that  it  is  a6tually  given  up.  For,  Sir, 
if  it  be  undoubted,  why  is  it  fubmitted  to  a 
future  difculTion  .^  To  vv'hat  end.  Sir,  are  ple- 
nipotentiaries named,  if  not  to  clear  up  fome 
points  that  remain  doubtful  ?  The  very  words 
of  the  convention  make  the  doubt :  For  we 
there  fee,  that  the  rights  of  navigation  and 
commerce  of  this  nation  are  to  be  fettled  by 
plenipotentiaries.  Sir,  they  want  no  fettling  ; 
we  have  already  found  and  declared  what  our 
juft  rights  are  ;  and  Ihall  thefe  gentlemen  tell 
us  by  tliis  convention,  that  v/e  are  miflaken  ? 
G  4  '  Suppofe, 
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^  Suppofe,    Sir,    that  a  neighbouring   power 

^  was  to  {lart  a  claim,  which  afFedled  the  inde- 

*  pendency  of  this  crown  and  kingdom  ;  Sup- 
^  pole  the  Parliameut  had  come  to  a  refolution, 

*  and  prefented  the  fame  to  his  Majefty,  telling 
^  him   that   the  independency   of   his  crown   is 

*  clear  and  undoubted,   and  that  we  will  (land 

*  by  him.  to  the  lafb  fliilling  of  our  fortunes,  and 

*  the  lafl  drop  of  our  blood  -,  duril  any  miniiler, 

*  Sir,  after  fuch  declaration,  fo  far  proftitute  the 
'  dignity  of  his  Majefty  and  the  nation,  as  to 
'  refer  the  independency  of  the  crown  to  the  de- 

f  cifion  of what  fhall  I  call  them  ?  two  crea- 

^  tures  of  his  own,  diflinguifhed  by  no  one  qua- 

'  lification,   but  a  blind  obedience  to  his  com- 

*  mands  ?  What  Engli/Jomaji^  Sir,  in  this  cafe, 
f  would  refufe  to  draw  his  fword  againft  fuch  a 

*  minifler,  tho'  he  were  furrounded  by  thoufands 
^  of  his  mercenary  janifTaries  ?  Gentlemen  may 
^  fay  this  cafe  is  not  in  the  leaft  applicable  to 
'  that  of  the  convention.  I  own.  Sir,  the  inde- 
^  pendency  of  the  crown  is  not  immediately  af- 
^  fecled  by  the  claims  of  Spam:  But  will  not 
^  the  honour  and  interefl  of  the  nation,  which 
^  fupports  that  independency,  be  both  affeded  ^ 
^  If  we  give  up  our  trade,  where  fiiall  we  find 

*  refources  to  fupport  ourfelves  either  againfl  fo- 

*  reign   or   domefliick    enemies  ?    If  we   meanly 

*  lloop  to  the  didates  of  a  haughty,  infolent 
'^  court  i  if  we  barter  away  the  lives  and  liberties 

*  of  our  countrymen,  for  a  fncaking,  temporary, 
^  difgraceful  expedient ;  what  court  in  Europe 
f  will  any  longer  regard  us  a.s  an  independent 
^  people  ? 

'  But,  Sir,  tho'  we  had  obtained  from  Spain 

*  niuch  better  terms,  than  it  appears  are  obtain- 
^  ed,  we  have  weakened  the  rights  of  this  na- 

*  tion,  by  the  very  manner  in  v/hich  we  treated 
i  ^bout  them.     We  treated.  Sir,  as  humble,  ab- 

^  jedt 
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je6t  flaves  would  with  an  infolent,  arbitrary 
mafter :  We  have  yielded  every  point  in  dis- 
pute, and  have  not  got,  in  our  favour,  one 
fingle  concefTion.  We  have  been  treating  a- 
bout  rights  to  fatisfadtion  for  injuries,  for  in- 
fults,  for  barbarities,  that,  I  believe,  were  never 
before  attempted  to  be  palliated  by  any  peo- 
ple, who  ever  heard  of  law  or  juilice  •,  and. 
Sir,  what  makes  it  flill  more  difgraceful  to  us, 
we  have  been  treating  while  the  other  party^ 
was  ftill  plundering :  Even  at  the  time  when 
this  mock  fatisfaftion  was  obtained,  the  Spani- 
ards were  repeating  the  very  injuries  and  infults, 
for  which  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his 
friends  pretend  they  have  made  us  reparation. 
They  pretend.  Sir,  that  this  was  the  wifefl  and 
the  moft  eligible  way  of  proceeding  ;  but  I 
fliall  not  ilick  to  call  it  adling  a  part  the  very 
reverfe  of  what  was  a6led  by  the  Romans^  the 
wifeil  and  the  braved  people  that  ever  liv'd : 
They  always  refufed  to  treat  with  an  enemy, 
who  had  gained  an  advantage  over  them ;  but 
when  that  enemy  was  fubdued,  they  readily 
confented  to  reafonable  terms.  We,  Sir,  on 
the  other  hand,  have  given  our  enemies  great 
advantages  from  our  pufillanimity  and  compli- 
ance ;  we  have  treated  with  ail  the  fubmiflion 
of  a  conquered  people,  and  given  up  all  the 
fuperiority  we  might  have  claimed  from  our 
ilrength  and  fituation.  Had  we.  Sir,  follow'd 
the  maxims  of  that  wife  people,  we  fhould 
have  told  the  Spaniards  our  terms ;  if  they  had 
not  accepted  them,  v/e  ought  to  have  ventured 
our  all,  rather  than  fubmitted  in  one  article  ; 
if  we  had  been  conquered.  Sir,  we  could  not 
have  been  in  a  Vv^orfe  fituation  than  we  are  put 
into  by  this  treaty ;  and  if  we  had  conquered, 
^  then  was  the  time  to  have  extended  our  favour, 
^  if  v/e  could  have  done  it  confiftently  with  the 
I  ^  honour 
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'  honour  of  Great  Britain.  This,  Sir,  would 
'  have  been    no  romantick  way  of  acting  ;    it 

*  would  have  preferved  our  reputation,  which  is 
'  infeparable  from  the  welfare  of  a  trading  peo- 

*  pie  ;  it  would  have  ihewed  our  enemies,  that 
'  we  were  determined  to  preferve  our  commerce 
'  and  liberties  at  the  hazard  of  our  lives ;  and 
^  that  whenever  we  come  to  refolutions  on  thefe 
'  points,  we  have  the  firmnefs  not  to  depart 
'  from  them. 

*-  A   right  honourable   gentleman.    Sir,   who 

*  fits  near  me,  faid  yeflerday,  'That  military  gen- 
'  tlemen  fioiild  have  as  little  as  poffible  to  offer  in 

*  affairs  relating  to  peace  or  war ;  that  as  their  paf- 

*  fion  is  for  glor}\  they  might  he  animated  to  feek  it, 
'  though  purchased  with  the  ruin  of  their  country, 
'  Sir,  I  congratulate  this  alTembly  on  the  right 

*  honourable  gentleman's  change  of  fentiments. 
'  When  I  look  round  this  houfe,  I  cannot  help 
'  feeing  caufe  to  refled:,  that  this  was  not  al- 
^  ways  his  way  of  thinking :  Neither  will  it  be 
'  difficult  to  alTign  the  true  reafon  of  this  change 
'  of  fentiment.     For  my  part,  I  have  always  op- 

*  polt^d  military  gentlemen  having  much  to  fay 
^  in  Parliament  on  the  affairs  of  peace  or  war ; 

*  I  wiih.  Sir,  they  had  lefs  to  fay  or  do  here,  on 
*•  this  very  occafion :  A  very  few  hours  will  de- 
'  termine,  by  the  part  they  fhall  take  in  this 
'  queflion,  how  far  this  paffion  for  glory,  the 
'  honourable   gentleman   talks    of,    prevails    a- 

*  mongfi:  them.  This  night.  Sir,  they  will 
,*  have  an  opportunity  of  fhewing  their  zeal  for 
*^  the  interell  of  their  country,  and  at  the  fame 

*  time  gratify  their  ardor  for  a6lion.  But,  Sir,  in 
^  all  deliberations  of  this  kind,  I  have  conftantly 

*  obferved  thefe  military  gentlemen  very  pru- 
*--  dently  confult  the  peace  of  their  country,  as 
'  well  as  their  own  glory,  by  being  the  firil:  to 
'  approve   of    the    minifter's    moil    deilrudive 

'  fchemesj 
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*  fchemes,  and  even  his  pacifick  meafures.  We 
^  all  know,  Sir,  when  it  has  happened  otherwife, 

*  what  was  the  confequence.  They  v/ho  had  the 
'  courage.  Sir,  to  follow  the  dictates  of  their 
'  own  bread  (I  do  not  mean  to  refled:  on  any 
'  gentleman)  were  difabled  from  further  ferving 
'  their  country  in  a  military  capacity :  One  ex- 
'  ception.  Sir,  I  know  there  is,  and  I  need  not 
'  tell  gentlemen,  that  I  have  in  my  eye  one  mi- 
'  litary  perfon,  great  in  his  charader,   great  in 

*  his  capacity,  great  by  the  important  offices  he 
'  has  difcharged,  who  wants  nothing  to  make 
'  him  ftill  greater,   but  to  be  ftript  of  all  the 

*  polls,  of  all  the  places  he  now  enjoys. — But 
'  that,  Sir,  they  dare  not  do. — I  repeat  it,  Sir, 
'  they  dare  not.  A  war,  as  the  honourable  gen- 
^  tleman  rightly  obferved,  is  to  be  avoided,  if 
'  we  can  do  it  with  honour ;    but.   Sir,   if  we 

*  cannot  do  it  with  honour,  a  vigorous  war  is 
'  the  only  means  of  obtaining  a  lading  peace. 
'  It  is  in  vain,  therefore,  for  gentlemen  to  de- 
'  claim  on  the  calamities  of  war ;  let  them  ra- 
^  ther.  Sir,  expatiate  on  the  miferies  of  fuch  a 

*  peace  as  we  have  had  thefe  eighteen  years  paft: 
^  Let  them  compare  thefe  with  the  moil  difmal 
'  effeds  of  war  •,  the  lafi:  will  be  found  a  fafe,  an 
'  eafy,  and  a  glorious  expedient. — The  honour- 
^  able  gentleman  fays,  we  have  no  allies.— But 
^  whofe  fauk  is  it.  Sir.?— Has  not  he  himfelf 
'  been  making  alliances  for  us  all  this  reign,  and 
'  part  of  the  laft  ?  And  does  Jie  now  tell  us, 
'  that  v/e  have  not  one  ally  in  the  world  ?  It  is 
?  at  leaft  honeft  in  the  gentleman,  Sir,  to  let  us 
'  know  lb  much.  But  fince  this  is  our  cafe,  let 
'  us  make  the  bed  of  a  bad  bargain ;  let  us 
^  make  ufe  of  thofe  advantages  that  nature  has 
^  put  into  our  hands ;  let  us  exert  the  courage 
^  that  our  wrongs  have  infpired  us  with  ;  in 
f  fhort,  let  us  tread  in  the  fteps  of  our  glorious 

%  '  anceitors. 
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*  anceflors.  In  the  great  Queen  Elizabeth^  reign, 

*  Sir,  we  neither  had,  nor  did  we  Hand  in  need 

*  of  allies :  Tho'  the  nation  then  lay  under  many 

*  difadvantages,  which  are  now  become  advan- 
'  tages,  fhe.  Sir,  by  her  own  power,  conquered 

*  this  haughty  enemy,  then  llronger  and  haugh- 
'  tier ;    and  fhall  we  defpair,    as  men  without 

*  hope  ?  Let  us  not  bring  ourfelves  into  con- 
'  tempt,  by  approving  this  pernicious  treaty  ; 
'  let  us  for  once  change  our  fneaking  condudt, 
'  and  all  will  be  well. 

*  I  Ihall  now.  Sir,  take  up  no  more  of  your 

*  time :  There  has  already  been  fo  many  argu- 

*  ments  unanfwerably  urged  by  my  honourable 
^  friends,  who  have  fpoke  againft  this  deftruc- 
'  tive  meafure,  that  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  any 
'  thing  that  will  add  to  their  weight,  except 
'  giving  my  negative  a  fecond  time  to  this  ad- 
^  drefs  \  which.  Sir,  I  heartily  do.' 

Henry  Pelham^  Efqi  fpoke  next  to  the  follow- 
ing effed: : 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 

ut.Tdham't  *  Sir,  I  am  forry  to  obferve,  that  fome  gen- 

tpcech.        c  |;iemen  are  never  to  be  convinc'd  or  fatisfy'd : 

*-  Inftead  of  confining  what  they  fay  to  the  fub- 

'  jed  of  the  debate,  they  run  otit  in  a  very  in- 

'  decent  manner  againft  thofe,  who  have  the  ho- 

'  nour  to  ferve  his  Majefly  -,  as  if,  for  a  fubje^l 

'  to  have   the  lead   fhare  of  the  Royal  Counte- 

*  nance,  were  a  fufficient  reafon  for  cenfure  and 
'  detradtion.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
'  fpoke  laft  did  not,  with  all  his  parts,  give  one 
'  good  reafon,  at  leafl  in  my  opinion,  why  we 

*  fhould  difapprove,  and  much  lefs  cenfure,  this 

*  convention :  He  did  not  think  fit  to  point  out 
'  how  we  might  have  got  a  better  treaty  without 

*  going  to  warj  and  if  we  fhould  go  to  war, 

'  SLs 
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<  Sir,  I  fliould  be  glad  to  know  by  what  means 
«  we  could  fupport  that  war,  if  we  were  at  pre- 
«  fent  to  enter  into  it.     It  is  very  eafy  for  gen- 

*  tlemen  to  find  fault ;  but.  Sir,  it  is  to  no  pur- 

*  pofe  to  find  fault,  unlefs  they  will  at  the  fame 

*  time  point  out  how  we  could  have  done  better. 

*  War  is  called  for  without  doors,  it  is  called  for* 
«  within  doors;   but  gentlemen  don't  confider, 

*  how  little  you  can  gain  by  war.     They  talk  as 

*  if  we  were  to  get  the  Indies :  Pray,  Sir,  if  it 

*  was  fo  eafy,  as  they  now  affirm  it  is,  to  diftrefs 

*  Spain  in  the  Indies^  why  did  we  not  do  it  du- 

*  ring  the  laft  great  war,  when  we  had  the  fleet 
'  of  the  Butch  to  affift  us  ?   What  fuccefs.  Sir, 

<  had  you  in  your  defcents  upon  their  territories? 

*  If  we  had  not,  by  great  good  fortune,  got  in- 

*  telligence  of  their  galleons  being   arrived  in 

*  port ;  and  if  they  had  not,  by  that  means, 
«  fallen  into  our  hands,  I  do  not  think,  that  all 

<  we  did  againft  the  Spaniards  by  fea  laft  war, 

*  (if  we  except  an  a6lion  my  honourable  friend 

*  behind  me  was  engaged  in)  was  worth  men- 
'  tioning :  And  even  in  thefe  two  fuccefsful  ren- 

*  counters  the  officers  and  failors  were  gainers, 
'  but  the  publick  was  not  *,  and  therefore,  Sir, 

*  we  may  conclude,  that  gentlemen  call  out  for 

*  a  war,  becaufe  they  don't  know  any  other  m.e- 

*  thod  for  finding  fault  with  this  convention ;  by 

*  infifting  upon  this,  they  in  effe^l  own,  that  it 

*  was  impoflible  for  us,    in  the  way  of  negotia- 

*  tion,  to  have  obtained  better  terms.     For  I  be- 

*  lieve.  Sir,  that  even  the  honourable  gentleman 

*  who  fpoke  laft,  will  not  pretend  to  fay,  that 

*  if  the  miniftry  could  have  got  better  terms  in 

*  the  way  of  negotiation,  they  v/ould  not  have 

*  accepted  of  them.  But,  Sir,  this  oppofition 
'  to  a  meafure  of  the  miniftry  is  no  fiirprize  to 
[  me,     I  heard  this  convention  blamed  in  many 
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*  companies,  before  it  appeared  in  publick,  and 
'  by  people  who  did  not  know  one  fingle  fylla- 

'  *  ble  of  what  it  contained  :  Therefore,  as  I  hear 

*  no  new  arguments  againfl  it,  I  look  upon  what 
'  has  been  faid  with  fo  much  vehemency,  as  the 

*  effedl  of  pafliOn   and  difappointment,    rather 

*  than  the  didlates  of  reafon.     I  am  therefore 

*  for  our  agreeing  to  the  addrefs  propofed.' 

He  was  anfwered  by  Nicholas  Fazakerley,  Efq; 
who  fpoke  to  the  following  efFe6t. 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
jAr.Faxa-       *  Sir,  I  rife  up  to  anfwer  for  my  honourable 
T^'{^        '  friend  and  the  other  gentlemen,  whom  I  have 

*  the  honour  to  be  acquainted  with,  in  regard  ta 

*  what  has  been  faid  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
'  man  who  fpoke  laft.  As  to  the  reafons  offer'd 
'  againft  this  convention,  Sir,  they  mull  (land 

*  or  fall  by  themfelves.  All  that  I  fhall  fay  at 
'  prefent  is,  that  they  are  approv'd  of  by  every 
'  man  of  fenfe  and  honefty  without  doors.  But 
'  with  regard  to  the  miotives  of  oppofing  the 
^  convention.  Sir,  I  take  it  upon  me  to  declare 
^  in  behalf  of  my  friends,  that  they  are  not  per- 

*  fonal.  I  dare  fay,  if  there  had  been  any  one 
^  thing  in  this  convention  that  could  have  been 
'  approved  of,  the  honourable  gentlemen  would 

*  have  given  it  its  due  weight.  As  for  my felf, 
'  Sir,  I  am  far  from  either  cenfuring  or  envying 
'  any  gentleman,  who  has  the  honour  of  enjoy- 
^  ing  the  Royal  Favour.     The  right  honourable 

*  gentleman,  who,  I  believe,  has  the  .greateil 
'  Ihare  in  it,  is  a  perfon  whom  I  know  (from 
'  my  own  experience,  Sirj  J  can  fay  it)  to  be  as 
'  well  qualified  for  a  firft  minifter  as  any  man  in 
'  this  nation.  He  has,  Sir,  in  this  debate,  ac- 
^  quitted  himfelf  with  as  m.uch  ability  as  any 

'  gen- 
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*  gentleman  that  hath  fate  in  this  houfe,  who 

*  had  fo  ill  a  caufe  to  defend,  ever  did.     He 

*  has,  Sir,  difcharg'd  the  important  pofls  he  has 

*  enjoy'd  with  great  capacity  •,   and  his  temper 
'  and  moderation   is  beyond   difpute  the  mofl 

*  extraordinary  of  any  man  I  ever  knev/.     In 

*  fhort.  Sir,   his  chara-6ler  in  private  life  is  a- 
'  miable  even  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  differ 

*  from  him  in  publick.     It  may  be  my  misfor- 

*  tune.  Sir,  that  I  differ  with  him  on  this,  or 

*  any  other  occafion  •,  but.  Sir,  I  do  it  upon  fo 

*  ftrong  a  convidion,  that  our  agreeing  to  this 

*  addrefs  will   be    the    mofl  fatal   meafure   this 

*  houfe  ever  enter'd  into,   that  if  the  right  ho- 

*  nourable  gentleman   is  determin'd  to  carry  it 

*  by  a  majority,  I  fhall  never  again  fpeak  in  this 

*  houfe.' 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  reply'd  to  this  as  follows  : 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
'  Sir,  I  fland  up  to  exprefs  my  acknowledg-  ^j^J*^T/ 

*  ments  to  the  honourable  gentleman  v/ho  fpoke  ^cpiy, 
'  lafl,   and  am  ready  to  do  his  chara6ter  that 

*  juftice  which  all  the  world  does  *,  that  he  is  a 

*  very  learned  member,  and  has  as  thorough  an 

*  underftanding  of  the  laws  and  conflitutions  of 

*  this  country  as  any  man  in  it.     But,  Sir,  it  is 

*  really  furprizing,  if  I  poffefs  any  part  of  thofe 

*  great  abilities  and  qualifications  the  honourable 

*  gentleman  has  been  fo  kind  to  afcribe  to  me, 
^  whence  it  fhould  happen,   that  for  thefe  ten 

*  years  pafl,    in  which    the   learned    gentleman 

*  and  I  have  fat  together  in  this  houfe,  I  have 

*  had  the  misfortune  to  differ  with  him  in  every 

*  fmgle  point  that  has  admitted  of  the  leafc  de- 
\  bate/ 

Towards 
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Towards  the  end   of  the  debate  Sir  JVilliani 
Wyndham  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows,  viz. 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
*  Sir,  I  do  not  rife  up  after  fo  long  a  debate, 
to  give  you  again  my  fentiments  upon  the  con- 
vention, which  we  are  now,  it  feems,  to  ap- 
prove of;  but  to  exprefs  my  great  concern  at 
what  I  have  feen  happen.  In  all  the  variety 
of  company  I  have  kept,  I  have  never  heard 
a  fingle  perfon  without  doors  pretend  to  juftify 
this  convention ',  and  when  the  fentiments  of 
particulars  were  fuch,  I  did  not  expe6l,  when 
they  were  met  together  in  a  body,  to  fee  a 
majority  vote  for  it.  This  muft  be  owing 
to  one  of  thefe  two  caufes :  Either  gentlemeri 
were  convinced  by  the  arguments  made  ufe  of 
in  this  houfe,  for  juftifying  this  convention^  or 
there  are  other  methods  of  convincing  befides 
reafon.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  fuppofe  it  the 
latter,  therefore,  I  muft  fuppofe  it  the  forn^er. 
But  this.  Sir,  is  to  me  a  very  melancholy  con- 
fideration  ;  for  tho'  I  have  attended  with  the 
utmoft  regard  to  all  that  has  been  faid  upon 
this  convention,  I  have  not  heard  a  fingle  ar- 
gument in  its  favour,  that  has  had  the  leaft 
weight  with  me.  This,  I  fay.  Sir,  is  a  very 
i-iielancholy  confideration  to  me,  fince  is  makes 
me  conclude,  that  I  have  not  common  fenfe, 
becaufe  I  find  I  cannot  be  convinced  by  the 
ftrength  of  common  reafon  •,  and  therefore  I 
think  myfelf  very  unfit  to  do  my  duty  in  this 
houfe.  While  I  fit  here,  I  am  refolved  never 
to  be  directed  by  any  thing  but  reafon  \  and, 
as  I  muft  now  conclude,  that  I  do  not  uhder- 
ftand  reafon  when  I  hear  it,  I  muft  think  rny- 
felf  incapable  of  doing  my  duty  in  this  houfe ; 
therefore  I  am  refolved  to  retire  to  the  coun^- 
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'*-  try,  and  there  perform  my  duty  as  far  as  I  am 
^  able,  by  adting  in  conformity  to  the  laws,  and 
'  in  obedience  to  the  government. 

'  However,  I  mud  beg  gentlemen  to  confider 

*  the  confequences  of  the  vote  they  are  now  go- 

*  ing  to  give.  This  addrefs  is  intended  to  con- 
*"  vince  mankind,  that  the  treaty  now  under  our 

*  confideration,  is  a  reafonable  and  an  honour- 
^  able  treaty  for  this  nation  ;  but,  if  a  majority 
'  of  twenty-eight,  in  fuch  a  full  houfe,  fhould 

*  fail  of  that  fuccefs,  if  the  people  fliould  not 
'  implicitly  refign  their  reafon  to  a  vote  of  this 

*  houfe,    what  will   be  the  confequence  ?    Will 

*  not  the  Parliament  iofe  its  authority  ?  Will  it 

*  not  be  thought  that,   even  in  Parliament,  we 
■  are  governed  by  a  fadtion  ?  And  what  the  con 
'  fequence  of  this  may  be,  I  leave  to  thofe  gen 

*  tlemen  to  confider,  who  are  now  to  give  their 

*  vote  for  this   addrefs.     For  my  own  part,    1 

*  will  trouble  you  no  more  ;  hut^  zvilb  thefe  my 
'  lafi  words^  I  fincerely  pray  to  Almighty  God^  who 

*  has  fo  oft 671  wonderfully  prote5fed  thefe  kingdoms, 

*  that  he  will  gracioufly  continue  his  protection  over 

*  them^  hy  preferving  us  from  that  impending  dan- 

*  ger  which  threatens  the  nation  from  without^  and 

*  likewife  from  that  impending  danger  which  threat- 

*  ens  our  confiitution  from  within.^ 

The  queftion  being  at  laft  put,  the  motion 
was  upon  a  divifion  agreed  to,  244  yeas^  to  214 
noes,  and  the  addrefs  drawn  up  and  agreed  to, 
in  purfuance  thereof,  was  as  follows : 

Mofi  gracious  Sovereign^ 
^  \\J^  your  Majelly's  mod  dutiful  and  loyal  Addrefs  of 
\     y  y     fubjeds,    the  Commons  of  Great  Bri-  cLmon.;^ 

*  tain  in  Parliament  aiTembled,  do  beg  leave  to  "^'^'^  _^f 
'  return  your  Majefty  our  unfeigned  thanks,  for  aafwer!  * 

*  having  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  communicate 
Vol,  XVIH,  H  '  to 
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'  to  this  lioiife  the  convention,  together  with  the 
'  feparate  articles  lately  concluded  between  your 
'  Majefly  and  the  King  of  Spain, 

'  We  beg  leave  to  exprefs  our  moft  grateful 
*■  acknowledgments  for  your  Majefty's  particular 
'  care  and  tender  regard  for  the  intereft  of  your 
'  people,  in  having  obtained,  by  the  faid  con- 
'  vention,  a  final  adjuftment  of  their  long  de- 
'  pending  demands,  for  the  lolTes  they  had  fuf- 
'  tained,  and  an  exprefs  ftipulation  for  a  pay- 
'  ment  to  be  made  them  in  a  fhort  time  upon 
*-  that  account :  And  we  beg  leave  to  declare  our 
'  fatisfadlion  in  the  foundation  which  your  Ma- 
'  jedy  has  laid  for  preventing  and  removing  the 

*  like  grievances,  and  caufes  of  complaint  for 
'  the  future,  and  for  preferving  the  peace  be- 
'  tween  the  two  nations  •,  and  our  reliance  on 
'  your  Majefly,  that  from  your  Majefly's  con- 
'  (fant  attention  to  the  honour  of  your  crown, 
'  and  undoubted  rights  of  your  people,  efFe6lual 
'  care  will  be  taken  in  the  folemn  treaty  to  be 
'  made,    purfuant  to  this  convention,    that  the 

*  freedom  of  navigation  in  the  American  feas 
'  may  be  fully  fecured  and  eilablifhed  for  the 
'  future ;  and  that  your  Majefly's  fubje6ls  may 
'  enjoy,    unmolefled,    their  undoubted   right  of 

*  navigating  and  trading  to  and  from  any  part 
'  of  your  Majefly's  dominions,  without  being 
'  liable  to  be  flopped,  vifited,  or  fearched  on 
'  the  open  feas,  or  to  any  other  violation  of  the 
'  treaties  fubfifling  between  Great  Britain  and 
'•  Spain^  as  the  only  means  to  preferve,  upon  a 
'  lafting  foundation,  a  good  correfpondence  and 
'  friendlhip  between  the  two  crowns ;  and  that 
«  in  regulating  and  fettling  the  limits  of  your 
'  Majefly's  dominions  in  America^  in  the  treaty 
^  to  be  made  v/ith  Spain^  the  greatefl  regard  will 
'  be  had  to  the  rights  and  pofTefTions  belonging 
'  to  your  Majefly's  crown  and  fubjeds. 

'  And 
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'  And  we  beg  leave  to  affure  your  Majefly, 

*  that   in  cafe   your  Majefty's  juft  expe6lations 

*  fhall  not  be  anfwered,  this  houfe  will,  with  the 
'  greateil  zeal  and  chearfulnefs,  fupport  your 
^  Majefty  in  taking  fuch  meafures  as  fhall  be  ne- 
'  celfary  to  vindicate  your  Majefty's  honour,  and 
'  to  maintain  your  iubje6ls  in  the  full  enjoyment 
'  of  thofe  rights,  which  they  may  juflly  claim 

*  by  treaty,  and  the  law  of  nations.' 

To  which  addrefs  his  Majefty  returned  the  fol- 
lowing mod  gracious  anfwer,  viz. 

Gentlemen, 

I  GIVE  you  my  thanks  for  this  dutiful  addrefs^ 
and  the  confidence  you  repofe  in  me.  7^ou  may  be 
ajfuredy  I  will  be  wanting  in  nothing  that  may  be 
neceffary  to  maintain  the  juft  rights  of  my  fubje5lSy 
and  the  honour  of  my  crown  and  kingdoms. 

On  Thurfday^  May  3,  his  Majefty  fent  the  fol-  ' 
lowing  melTage  to  both  houfes  of  Parliament, 

viz. 

GEORGE  R. 

HIS  Majefty  being  reftrained  by  the  laws  now  in  King's  mef- 
being^  from  making  proviftons  for  his  younger  h;f  younger 
children  out  of  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  crown^  children, 
in  fuch  manner  as  his  Royal  Predeceffors  have  ufually 
done.,   and  being  defirous.,    that  coynpetent  proviftons 
may  be  made  for  the  honourable  fupport  and  ?nainte- 
nance  of  his  dearly -beloved  fon  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland,   and  of  his  dearly -beloved  daughters  the 
four  younger  Princeffes  \  his  Majefty  hopes.,  that  he 
fhall  be  enabled  by  aB  of  Parliament  to  grant  an 
annuity  of  15,0001.  per  Annum  to  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  and  his  iffue.,  and  an  annuity  of  2 4,oooL 
per  Annum  to  the  four  Princejfes,  to  take  effect  af- 
H  2  ter 
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ter  his  demife  ;  and  recommends  the  confideration 
thereof  to  this  houfe. 

Bill  brought  Upon  this  melTage  a  bill  was  immediately 
t"ing"thS*  ordered  to  be  brought  into  the  houfe  of  Com- 
poitions.  mons,  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  make  the  fet- 
tlements  therein  propofed,  which  was  palTed  in 
that  houfe,  and  fent  to  the  Lords  on  the  nth 
of  the  fame  month,  where  it  was  read  a  firft  and 
fecond  time,  and  inilead  of  ordering  it  to  be 
committed  as  ufual,  the  Lord  Delawar  flood  up, 
and  fpoke  as  follows : 

'  My  Lords, 
Lori  Deia-        '  I  bclieve  it  would  be  quite  unneceflary  in 

3'^m?tion^  '  ^"^^^'  ^^  ^^^^^  ^P  y^^^^*  Lordfhips  time  in  demon- 
upon  it  in  '  ftrating  the  ntnefs  and  neceflity,  that  his  Ma- 
of'^Peas  '  jefty  iliould  be  impowered  to  make  a  fuitable 
'  fettlement  upon  the  younger  children  of  his 
'  Family.  Nature,  my  Lords,  dictates  to  his 
'  Royal  Bread,  that  they  ought  to  be  provided 
'  for ;  and  it  is  both  our  duty  and  intereft,  that 

*  in  the  worft  of  events,  (which  heaven  avert) 
'  all  the  branches  of  the  Royal  Houfe  fhould  be 

*  above  dependence.  Every  nation  in  Europe  is 
'  proud  of  feeing  the  younger  children  of  their 
'  Royal  Family  make  a  figure  in  the  world.  The 
'  provifion  which  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed 
'  to  make,  is  but  very  moderate ;  24,000  /.  per 

*  Anymyn  can  never  be  thought  too  much  to  the 
'  four  Princefles-,  and  15,000/.  per  Amitim  is  lefs 
'  than,  I  believe,  any  fecond  fon  of  the  Royal 
'  Family  ever  had  before.    The  younger  brother 

*  of  King  Charles  Ih  had  100,000/.  fettled  upon 

*  |iim :  And  the  fmall  allowance  to  the  Duke, 
^  mentioned  in  this  bill,  is  a  proof  of  his  Maje- 
'  fty's  moderation,  and  that  he  has  the  good  of 
'  his  kingdoms  and  the  eafe  of  his  fubjedls  always 

*  firft  in  his;  thoughts  j  therefore,  my  Lords,  I 

*  humbly 
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'  humbly  move  that  this  bill  be  now  read  a  third 


The  Lord  Carteret  fpoke  next  to  the  following 
effea. 

^  My  Lords, 
'  The  worft  enemy  I  have  in  the  world,  I  am  Ur^Cartf 

*  perfuaded,  will  not  queftion   my  zeal  for  the ''''* ^p^*^^**' 
'  Royal  Family:    But  I  have  feveral  objedions 

*  to    this    bill  :    In    the   firft   place,   my  Lords, 

*  I  wifli  it  had  been  brought  in  at  a  more  proper 
'  time  than  this,  when  the  appearance  of  a  war 
'  with  Spain  calls  upon  us  to  be  as  faving  of  the 
'  publick  money  as  pofTible  -,  in  the  next  place, 
*•  my  Lords,  as  the  Kings  of  England  are  ac- 
*•  countable  to  none  but  heaven  alone,  I  am  a- 
'  fraid,  that  if  (which  heaven  avert)  his  Majefly 
'  fhould  die,  the  next  heir  may  look  upon  this 
'  fettlement  as  a  mortgage  of  his  revenue,  which 
^  a  Parliament  has  no  power  to  make,  and  might 

*  refufe  to  pay  it.  My  Lords,  I  don't  fpeak 
'  without  authority,  I  fpeak  according  to  the 
^  principles  of  our  conftitution.  Another  rea- 
'  fon,  my  Lords,  why  I  am  againft  this  bill,  in 

*  the  manner  it  is  now  brought  in,  is  becaufe  we 
'  cannot  pafs   it  without  difpenfing  with  a  pofi- 

*  tive  a6l  of  Parliament  made  in  the  reign  of 
^  King  William  III.   and  which  ad  binds  every 

*  future  King  up  from  difpofing  of  the  heredi- 
'  tary  dominions  of  the  crown  longer  than  his 

*  own  life-time.     Befides,    my  Lords,   formerly, 

*  no  daughter  of  the  Royal  Family  ever  was 
'  provided  for  by  Parliament,  except  the  eldell, 
'  and  that  never  was  by  way  of  annuity,  but  an 
'  exprefs  provifion  of  a  determinate  fum  of  mo- 
*■  ney  paid  by  way  of  dowry.     The  Princefs  of 

*  Orange  indeed  had  an  annual  fettlement  grant- 
^  ed  her  by  Parliament ;    but  that,  my  Lords, 

H  3  '  was 


102  Parliamentary     A.  1739, 

was  an  extraordinary  cafe  :  The  Parliament 
confidered  the  prefent  low  circumflances  ot 
that  Illuftrious  Family,  v/hlch  perhaps,  v/ith- 
out  fuch  an  afllftance,  could  not  provide  a 
maintenance  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  the  firft 
daughter  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 
'  My  Lords,  15,000/.  is  but  a  very  moderate 
provifion^  I  own,  for  his  Highnefs  the  Duke  : 
It  is,  perhaps,  too  Httle,  and  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  our  granting  it,  provided  it  is  done  by 
way  of  independent  provifion,  and  that  his 
Highnefs  fliall  enter  on  it,  either  at  the  time 
of  the  commencement  of  this  bill,  or  when  he 
comes  of  age. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  my  great  obje6lion  to  the 
bill  is,  that  in  the  event  it  will  be  found  to  put 
39,000/.  into  the  pockets  of  the  minifter.  Con- 
fider,  my  Lords,  that  when  the  prefent  vaft  ci- 
vil lift  was  granted,  it  was  granted  with  a  view 
that  the  Prince  of  JVales  was  to  have  at  leafl. 
100,000/.  per  Annum  out  of  it.  The  Parlia- 
ment confidered  likewife,  that  his  Majefty  had 
a  large  Family,  that  he  had  a  Queen  alive,  and 
they  made  it  about  100,000/.  more  on  that 
account.  Now,  my  Lords,  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  Prince  of  Wales  does  not  enjoy  above 
50,000  /.  per  Annum  out  of  the  civil  lift  ;  here 
is  50,000  /.  per  Annum  faved  to  the  govern- 
ment ;  by  the  death  of  the  Qtieen  at  leaft 
50,000/.  more  is  faved,  which  makes  100,000/. 
per  Annum:  Now,  my  Lords,  if  this  100,000/. 
were  laid  up  for  independent  provifions  to  the 
daughters  of  the  Royal  Family,  there  would 
be  foon  no  need  for  this  application  ;  or  if  the 
publick  were  eafed  of  fo  much  of  its  annual 
burden,  I  ftiould  not  oppofe  this  bill.  But,  my 
Lords,  it  is  plain  there  is  to  be  no  faving  to 
the  publick,  for  the  civil  lift  ftill  continues  the 

'  fame. 
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fame,   and  it  appears  from  this  bill,  that  the 

*  money  thus  faved  is  not  intended  for  that 
'  ufe. 

'  For  thefe  reafons,    my  Lords,    I  think  we 

*  ought,  at  lead,  not  to  be  in  fuch  a  hurry  in 
'  carrying  thro'  this  bill ;  therefore  I  am  for  put- 

*  ting  off  its  being  read  a  third  time  at  pre- 
'  fent.' 

The  Duke  of  Newcajlle  fpoke  next   as   fol- 
lows : 

'  My  Lords, 
'  I  think  it  hard,  that  his  Maiefty  fliould  be  Duke  of 
^  put  m  a  worfe  condition  than  any  private  gen-  Speech, 
'  tleman  in  the  nation,  who  thinks  it  his  duty, 
'  if  he  has  children,  to  provide  for  them.    The 
^  noble  Lord's  reafon,  drawn  from  what  was  the 
'  pra6lice  in  former  Parliaments,  has  no  weight 

*  with  me  at  all;  for  when  provifions  for  the 
'  younger   children  of  the  Royal  Family  were 

*  made  before  the  Reftoration,  the  revenues  were 
'  quite  upon  a  different  footing  from  what  they 
'  are  at  prefent :  The  Kings  then  enjoyed  a  con- 
'  fiderable  eilate  in  land,    out  of  which    they 

*  could  provide  for  all  their  younger  children, 

*  without  confulting  their  Parliaments. 

'  Since  the  Reftoration,  my  Lords,  I  think  this 

*  is  the  firft  inftance  of  a  King  of  England'^  le- 
'  quiring  any  provifion  to  be  made  for  the  youn- 
'  ger  children  of  their  Family.  King  Charles  II. 
'  had  none  to  provide  for  \  thofe  of  King  James 
*-  were  married  before  he  came  to  the  throne  ; 
'  King  William  III.  had  none  •,  Queen  Anne  had 
'  but  one  fon,  who  died  before  her  acceffion  -, 
'  and  the  daughters  of  King  George  I.  were  mar- 
'  ried    before    he    was   King  :    Therefore,    my 

*  Lords,  we  have  no  precedent  that  anfwers  this 
^  cafe.     The  noble  Lord  fays,   that  if  we  pafs 

H  4  'this 
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*  this  bill,  we  mull  difpenfe  with  an  ad  of  Par- 
'  liament ;  my  Lords,  that  is  the  very  reafon 
'  why  we  fhould  pafs  it  •,  becaufe,  tho'  the  thing 

*  is  abfolutely  proper  in  itfelf,  yet  it  cannot  be 

*  done  unlefs  we  pafs  this  bill. 

'  As  to  his  Lordfhip's  obje^lion  to  encreafing 

*  the    civil   lift,    I    think  it  has  nothing  to  do 

*  with  the  prefent  queftion.     If  the  pnrpofes  for 

*  which  the  civil  lift  is  granted  are  anfwered,  we 
'  have  no  right  to  afk  an  account  in  v/hat  man- 

*  ner  the  money  is  applied,  or  thro*  whofc 
'  hands  it  pafles.     If  his  Majefty  has  a  larger 

*  civil  lift  than  his  predecefibrs,   he  has  likewife 

*  more  to  do  with  it,  and  there  is  not  a  child  of 
'  the  Royal  Family  who  is  not  fupported  as  li- 

*  berally  as  the  civil  lift  can  afford. 

'  I  had  almoft  forgot  another  objection  of  the 

*  noble  Lord's ;  his  Lordftiip  feemed  to  doubt 

*  if  this  a6l  of  Parliament  could  bind  a  fucceed- 
?  ing  King.  My  Lords,  I  never  heard  fuch  a 
'  doubt  propofed  before  in  this  houfe.     I  hope 

*  never  to  hear  fuch  another  propofed,   and  of 

*  all   mankind  I  am  furprized    how   the   noble 

*  Lord,  who  underftands  our  conftitution  fo  very 
'  well,  ftiould  ftart  fuch  a  difficulty.     For  my 

*  part,  my  Lords,  I  never  before  heard  it  quef- 
'  tioned  that  an  a6l  of  Parliament  was  not  bind- 
*■  ing  upon  every  King  who  ftiall  fucceed  to  this 

*  throne.  Therefore,  my  Lords,  I  hope  the 
^  motion  will  be  agreed  to.' 

The  Lord  'Talht  fpoke  next  to  the  following 
effed: 

'  My  Lords, 
Ur^raikrs      c  J  am  forry  that  I  am  obliged  to  give  a  ne- 
fp«ch.       c  gative  to  a  motion  that  carries  with  it  an  ap- 
'  pearance  of  zeal  for  the  Royal  Family.     But^ 

*  my  Lords,   the  vaft  increafe  of  the  civil  lift 

Z  '  is 
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'  is   a  circumftance   which   we   ought   moft   to 

*  dread  at  prefent,   and  to  guard  againll  here- 

*  after.     I  confefs,  my  Lords,  there  may  on  fe- 

*  veral  occafions  be  very  good  reafons  for  aug- 

*  menting  that  revenue ;   but  do  we  ever  find^ 

*  when  thofe  reafons  ceafe,  that  the  augmenta- 
'  tion  ceafes  ?  It  has  been  obferved,  my  Lords^ 

*  when  a  King  comes  to  thp  crown,  the  mini-  \ 

*  fters,    to  ingratiate  themfelves  in  his  favour, 

*  endeavour  to  outvie  each  other  in    engaging 

*  for  a  large  civil  lift,  and  he  that  bids  higheft, 
^  as  at  an  audlion,   generally  carries  his  point, 

*  Now,  my  Lords,  in  fuch  cafe,  this  very  bill, 

*  fhould  it  pafs,  would  be  given  as  one  reafon 

*  to  Parliament  for  granting  50  or  60,000  /.  be- 

*  caufe  it  had  been  granted  before  •,  which  is  juft 

*  fo  much  money  levied  on   the  nation  for  the 

*  purpofes  of  the  minifter,  without  any  necefllty 
'  or  reafon  then  fubfifting,  whatever  there  might 
^  be  at  firft. 

*  On  which  account,   and   becaufe  I  believe 

*  the  Children  may  be  provided  for  otherwife, 

*  I  do  not  chufe  to  give  my  confent  haftily  to 

*  the  prefent  motion.' 

The  Earl  of  Chejlerfield  fpoke  next  to  the  fol- 
lowing effedl : 

*  My  Lords, 
'  My  zeal  for  the  Royal  Family  has,  I  hope,  Eariofa./- 

*  never  been  queftioned  :  However,  I  can  truly  '''^'''^* 

*  declare,  it  is  a  zeal  quite  difinterefted  ^  it  is^^"*"* 

*  both    unexpeding    and    undefiring.     I    hope 

*  therefore,    my  Lords,   that  what  I  fhall  offer 

*  with   regard   to   this    queftion,    will    not    be 

*  thought  to  proceed  from  any  motive  but 
'  the  intereft  of  my  country.  My  Lords,  bur- 
'  dens  unneceflarily  born  difable  the  nation  to 
I  bear  neceflary  ones.     I  look  upon  this  bill  as 

'  faddhng 
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'  faddling  the  publick  with  a  burden,  which  I 

*  allow  it  is  not  at  prefent  charg'd  with,  but 
'  which  muft  be  hereafter  entailM  on  the  nation. 

*  For  if  we  confider  the  nature  of  mankind,  the 

*  new  King  is  always  better  than  his  predecef- 

*  for ;  and  it  will  be  unreafonable  to  deprive  fo 

*  good  a  King  as  the  next,  or  the  next  after  him 
'  who  is  to  fucceed,  of  any  part  of  what  his 
*•  predeceflbrs  enjoyed,  tho'  perhaps  not  one  of 
'  the  reafons,  for  which  it  was  granted,  exift. 
^  But,  my  Lords,  I  am  of  the  noble  Lord's 
••  opinion  who  fpoke    firfl   againft   the   motion, 

*  That  this  bill  might  poflibly  not  be  regarded 

*  by  a  fucceeding  King,  fince  it  is  the  fame 
'  thing  as  mortgaging  an  eftate  without  confent 
'  of  the  heir  of  entail,  who  as  foon  as  he  comes 

*  to  age  may  difpute  the  legality  of  the  mort- 

*  gage.  This  is  all  that  the  noble  Lord,  I  dare 
'  fay,  meant  in  what  he  threw  out  on  that  head. 
'  And  if  a  future  King,  my  Lords,  fhould  take 

*  it  in  his  head  to  difpute  the  authority  of  this 
'  bill,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  redrefs  the 

*  other  parties  could  hope  for,  or  where  they 
'  could  apply  for  relief. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  let  us  confider,   that  while 

*  we  are  thus  providing  for  certain  branches  of 
'  the  Royal  Family,  who  certainly  merit  more 
'  than  we  can  beftow,  there  are  other  branches 

*  of  it  nearer  to  the  throne,  who  are  not  only 
'  unprovided  for,   but  unprayed  for  ;   it  would 

*  have  been  decent  at  leaft  that  fome  care  fhould 

*  have  been  taken  of  them. 

'  As  for  the  provifion  to  be  made  for   the 

*  Duke,  I  have  no  objedlion  to  it,  but  that  it  is 

*  too  mean,  and  that  he  can't  enjoy  it  as  an 
'  independent  provifion,   either  upon  the  com- 

*  mencement  of  the  bill,  or  when  his  Highnefs 

*  comes  of  age.     His  Highnefs,  my  Lords,  will 

*  in  a  very  few  years  have  a  right  to  fit  and  vote 

2  *  in 
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in  this  houfe  ♦,  and  is  it  fit  that  the  third  perfon 
in  the  nation  Ihould  have  only  a  precarious  de- 
pendence, that  every  Lord  in  this  houfe  would, 
I  am  fure,  difdain  ?  His  Majefty,  were  he  in 
his  Highnefs's  place,  would  difdain  fuch  a  de- 
pendence *,  and  every  nation  abroad  muft  be 
apt  to  have  a  very  mean  opinion  of  the  wif- 
dom  of  this  nation,  if  we  fliould  faffer  the 
fon  of  our  King  to  be  the  only  perfon  in  this 
houfe,  who  muft  depend  on  the  pleafure  of  a 
minifter  for  his  daily  fubfiftence. 
'  As  to  the  increafe  which  the  civil  lift  in  a 
future,  perhaps  in  the  prefent  reign  may  ac- 
quire by  this  bill,  I  think,  my  Lords,  it  is  a 
confideration  of  the  higheft  importance  to  this 
houfe  i  efpecially  if  what  is  commonly  faid  be 
true,  (I  tremble  to  fpeak  it)  that  the  prefent 
monftrous  civil  lift  is  in  debt.  My  Lords,  I 
don't  pretend  to  the  gift  of  prophecy,  but  I 
do  forefee  that  the  fatal  blow  to  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  this  nation  will  come  from  the  exorbi- 
tancy of  the  civil  lift ;  I  forefee  that  if  proper 
meafures  are  not  taken  to  prevent  it,  it  will 
become  pregnant  with  fecret  mifchief,  till,  like 
the  Trojan  horfe,  it  will  be  fo  unweildy,  that, 
in  order  to  admit  it,  the  walls  of  this  conftitu- 
tion  muft  be  one  day  broken  down.' 

The  Lord  Chancellor  fpoke  next  in  fubftancc 
as  follows. 

'  My  Lords, 
'  I  did  not  imagine  that  there  would   have  ^-';»''^.c^^n- 
'  been  the  leaft  debate  upon  this  motion.     It  is  fpeecb! 
'  fo  very  reafonable  that  his  Majefty  ftiould  have 
^  it  in  his  power  to  provide  for  his  own  Family, 
'  that  if  your  Lordlhips  would   bring   his  Ma- 
'  jefty's   cafe    home    to    yourfelves,    T    dare    fay 
*  there  will  not   be  the  leaft  difference  of  opi- 

'  men. 
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'  nion.  I  think  the  reafonablenefs  of  granting 
'  a  provifion  to  the  Princefles,  has  in  efFed  been 
'  admitted  by  the  Lords  who  fpoke  againft  this 

*  motion.     The  only  difficulty  that  remains,  is 

*  with  regard  to  the  dependency  of  the  provifion 

*  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke,  and  to  the 

*  increafe  which  this  may  make  to  the  civil  lift. 
^  As  to  the  firft  objection,  my  Lojds,  I  believe 

""  there  are  none  of  your  Lordlliips,  who  are  pa- 

*  rents   yourfelves,  who  woukl  not  wifh  to  have 

*  your  children  dependent  of  you ;  the  indepen- 

*  dency  of  children,  my  Lords,  is  a  great  temp- 

*  tation  for  them  to  negled  their  natural  duty  to 

*  their  parents.  I  beheve  his  Highnefs  the  Duke 
"  has  all  the  fentiments  of  a  dutiful   fon,    and 

*  for  that  reafon,  my  Lords,  he  never  will  take 

*  it  amifs,  that  during  his  Majefty's  life-time  he 

*  is  dependent  on  him.  Nor,  my  Lords,  is  it 
'  in  a  minifter's  power  to  make  their  fubfiftence 
^  precarious,  after  it  is  fettled  by  an  a6t  of  Par- 
'  liament. 

*  As  to  the  increafe  that  this  may  bring  to  the 
'  civil  lift,  I  cannot  fee  the  leaft  reafon  for  fuch 

*  a  fuggeftion.  Future  Parliaments  are  always 
'  judges   how   large   or   how  fmall  a  civil   lift 

*  ought  to  be ;  and  if  the  publick  exigency 
'  fhould  require  it,  there  is  not  the  leaft  doubt, 
'  but  that  the  Parliament  would  reduce  the  civil 
'  lift  in  proportion  as  the  caufes  for  the  granting 

*  it  fhall  ceafe.' 

The  Lord  Hervey  fpoke  next  to  the  following 
purpofe. 

*  My  Lords, 
Lord  Her-        *  Slncc  I  had  the  honour  to  fit  in  this  houfe, 
''o's  fpeech.  c  J  j^gyer  heard  fuch  arguments  advanced  upon 
^  any  fubjedV  as  have    been  advanced   on    this. 

*  The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  firft,  faid,  that  he 

*  did 
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*  did  not  think  that  a  King  of  Great  Britain  was 
'  to  be  bound  by  an  ad  of  Parliament.     This, 

*  my  Lords,  was  a  maxim  fitter  for  the  turban*d 

*  heads   of   the  eaftern  arbitrary  Sovereigns   to 

*  have  ufed  in  their  divan,  than  for  an  Englijh 
'  Duke   to   have  ufed  in  a  free  Parliament.     I 

*  hope  never  to  live,  my  Lords,  to  that  time, 
^  when  an  ad:  of  Parliament  fhall  not  bind  the 

*  King,  as  well  as  any  private  man  in  this 
^  nation ;    and  if  the  Parliament  fhall   confirm 

*  this  fettlement  by  an  ad,  his  Royal  Highnefs 
'  and  the  Princeifes  have  juft  as  good  a  right  to 
*-  it,  as  any  King  has  to  his  crown. 

'  The  noble  Lord  faid,  that  we  muft  difpenfe 
'  with  an  ad  of  Parliament  in  order  to  pafs  this 
'  bill.  My  Lords,  that  is  no  new  thing ;  for 
'  that  very  ad  was  difpenfed  with  in  the  firfl 
'  year  of  Queen  Anne^  when  a  provifion  on  the 

*  fame  foot  with  the  prefent  was  made  by  Par- 

*  liament  in  favour  of  Prince  George  of  Den- 
'  mark.     Another   noble   Lord    fpoke   of  other 

*  branches  of  the  Royal  Family  not  being  either 
'  provided  or  pray'd  for.  My  Lords,  that  is 
'  too  delicate  ground  to  tread  upon,  and  it  is 
*■  not  quite  decent  to  bring  fuch  a  cafe  into  this 
'  debate. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  give  me  leave  to  obferve, 
^  that  there  is  one  thing   that   ought  to   have 

*  great  weight  with  your  Lordfhips  on  this  oc- 
'  cafion,    and   that   is,    the    precarious    footing 

*  which   the   fubfiflence   any  younger   child   of 

*  the  Royal  Family  muft  be  on,  in  cafe  of  a 
'  Regency.   I  hope,  my  Lords,  his  Majefly,  and 

*  the  Prince  of  JVaks  will  long    fit   upon   that 

*  throne  ;   but,  my  Lotds,  if  (which  heaven  a- 

*  vert)  thefe  two  lives  were  at  an  end,  our  laws 

*  are  quite  filent  with  regard   to    the    right   of 

*  being  Regent  during  a  minority.  This,  m.y 
^  Lords,  is  perhaps  the  greatefl  blemiHi  in  our 

'  con- 
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conflitution.  And  therefore,  as  it  is  impof- 
'  fible  to  forefee  events,  the  Parhament  will  a6l 
but  prudently  in  putting  the  fubfiilence  of 
thofe,  for  whom  we  ought  all  to  have  fo  great 
a  regard,  above  the  reach  of  any  perfon  what- 
foever.' 


Lori  Ba.         The  Lord  Bathurjl  then   faid,    '  That   there 

tio^nfanT"  '  was  a  Handing  rule   in  the  houfe,  that  every 

Lord  Deia.  '  \>,\\\  fhould  be  Committed  ;  and  therefore  moved 

fJJ-er.'^"'    '  that  the  bill  Ihould  be  committed.'    The  Lord 

Deld'-joar  anfwered,  '  That  it  was  very  common 

'  for  bills  to  pafs  without  being  at  all  commit- 

'  ted,  and  that  if  the  forms  of  the  houfe  were 

'  to  be  difpenfed  with,   it  ought  to  be  on  that 

*  occafion.' 

The  queflion  being  at  lafl  put  for  commit- 
ting the  bill,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative^  27 
contents,  to  78  not  contents ;  whereupon  the 
queftion  was  put  for  reading  it  a  third  time, 
which  was  carried,  and  the  bill  pafTed,  without 
a  divifion. 

Sugar  bill  May  7.  The  bill  for  granting  a  liberty  to 
ti'me^"""  carry  fugars  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
fadure  of  any  of  his  Majefly's  fugar  colonies  in 
America^  from  the  laid  colonies  diredlly  to  fo- 
reign parts,  in  ihips  built  in  Great  Britain^  and 
navigated  according  to  law,  was  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  after  hearing  counfel  and  examining 
witnelTes,  for  and  againft  the  bill,  a  motion  was 
made  for  committing  it,  whereupon  Mr.  Alder- 
man Perry  fpoke  to  the  following  effect : 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
Mr.  Alder- ^     '  Sir,  I  am  againfl  the  bill  now  under  our 
f^«}f upon  '  confideration,    becaufe,   I  think,   it  will  be   a 
^  -prejudi-ce  to  this  kingdom  in  general,  by  turn- 

'  ing 
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ing  our  trade  into  a  new  channel,  and  fuch  a 
channel  as  will,  in  my  opinion,  make  it  run 
chiefly  into  the  hands  of  foreigners.  We  have, 
by  long  experience,  found  the  great  benefit  of 
the  feveral  laws  which,  by  this  bill,  are  to  be 
in  part  repealed,  and  that  benefit  we  fhould 
not,  I  think,  in  any  part  give  up,  without  2i^. 
very  evident  necelTity  for  fo  doing.  The  great 
number  of  lliips  and  feamen  that  at  prefent  be- 
long to  this  illand,  and  are  daily  reforting  to, 
or  departing  from  fome  of  our  own  ports,  is 
in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  ads  of  the 
1 2th  and  15th  of  King  Charles  II.  wliich  by 
this  bill  are  to  be  in  part  repealed :  By  that  of 
the  1 2th,  and  another  of  the  22d  and  23d  of 
the  fame  King,  Every  ihip  that  fhall  load 
in  any  of  our  plantations,  fugars,  tobacco,  cot- 
ton-wool, indicoes,  ginger,  fuftick,  or  other 
dying  wood,  (which  are  therefore  called  enu- 
merated goods,  and  to  which  feveral  other  forts 
of  goods  have  been  fince  added)  of  the  growth 
of  any  of  our  plantations  in  America^  AJia^  or 
A^rica^  is  obliged  to  give  bond  with  one  fecu- 
rity,  under  a  very  high  penalty,  to  carry  thofe 
goods  to  fome  port  of  Great  Britain^  or  to 
fome  port  in  our  plantations ;  and  by  that  of 
the  15th,  it  is  enaded.  That  no  commodity  of 
the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Europe^  f.iall  be 
imported  into  any  of  our  plantations,  but  what 
fhall  have  been  fhipped  in  Great  Britain^  and 
in  Britijh  fnipping,  whereof  the  mailer  and 
three  fourths  of  the  mariners  are  Britijh  fub- 
jedls. 

'  By  thefe  regulations.  Sir,  our  plantations 
have  been  of  much  greater  fervice  to  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  this  iiland,  than  they  could 
otherwife  have  been.  With  regard  to  our 
trade,  as  mofl  of  thefe  commodities,  efpeci- 
ally  fugars,  require   fome  ibrt  of  manufacture 

'  before 
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*  before   they  are  fit  for  ufe,   that  manufadure 

*  has  hitherto  been  carried  on  intirely  by  our 

*  people  here  at  home,  which  has,  and  does  no^ 
'  fupport  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland ; 
'  and  as  the  Ihips  mufl  all  be  vidualled  and  re- 

fitted  in  this  illand,  it  not  only  confumes,  or 
procures  a  vent  for  a  great  many  of  oiir  native 
or  imported   materials   that   are  neceflary  far 
that  purpofe,  but  alfo  employs  and  gives  bread 
to  multitudes  of  ufeful  fubjedts  here  at  home : 
To  which  I  mull  add,    that  as  mod  of  the 
imports  and  exports  to  and  from  our  planta- 
tionSj  muft  pafs  thro'  this  ifland,  their  palTage 
employs  many  fadlors  and  agents  here  at  home, 
and  the  commifTions  payable  upon  that  paffage 
bring  large  fums  of  money  in  to  this  nation 
yearly.     Then,  with  regard  to  our  navigation, 
as  by  thefe  regulations  it  is  made  neceflary  for 
almoll  every  fhip  employed  in  our  plantation 
trade,    to  be  often  in  fome   of  the  ports  of 
Great  Britain^  we  are  thereby  furnifhed  with  a 
large   and  conftant  fupply  of  feamen,   which 
adds  greatly  to  our  naval  power,  and  contri- 
butes not  a  little  to  that  tranquillity  and  fecu- 
rity,  which  this  nation  has  enjoyed  ever  fmce 
thofe  regulations  took  place, 
'  In  my  opinion  therefore,  Sir,  it  would  be 
madnels  in  us  to  give  up  any  of  the  advanta- 
ges we  enjoy  by  means  of  thefe  regulations, 
without  an  apparent  neceflity  -,  and  that  we  are, 
by  this  bill,  to  give  up  feveral  of  them  with- 
out any  apparent  neceflity,  is  what  I  fliall  now 
endeavour  to  Ihew.     As  the  fugar  trade  is  the 
only  branch  now  in  queflion,    I  fhall  confine 
myfelf  to  tliat  trade  only^  but  I  muft,  by  the 
way,  oblcrve,  that  we  liave  already  given  leave 
to  export  rice  from  Carolina  and  Georgia^  di- 
redly  to  foreign  parts  •,   we  are  now  defired  to" 
give  the  fame  liberty  with  rcfped  to  fugars,- 

*  and 
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and  as  the  fame  reafons  which  are  now  made 
ufe  of  in  favour  of  fugar,  may  hereafter,  I 
think,  with  equal  weight  be  made  ufe  of  in 
favour  of  every  one  of  the  enumerated  com- 
modities of  our  plantations,  I  make  no  quef- 
tion  but  that  upon  the  precedent  we  are  now 
to  make,  and  the  precedent  we  have  already 
made,  a  free  trade  will  in  a  few  years  be  open- 
ed between  our  plantations  and  every  country 
in  Europe  •,  which  will  of  courfe  render  them 
more  beneficial  to  foreigners  than  to  their  mo- 
ther country.  But  that  this  danger  may  ap- 
pear in  its  proper  light,  I  fhall  jufi:  mention 
the  feveral  advantages  we  muft  lofe  by  allow- 
ing fugars  to  be  exported  to  foreign  countries 
diredlly  from  our  plantations.  As  the  law  now 
ftands,  their  fugars  muft  be  all  landed  in  Great 
Britain^  and  as  foon  as  they  are  landed,  the 
fhip  is  generally  put  into  fome  of  our  docks  to 
refit,  the  feamen  are  paid  their  wages  and  dif- 
charged,  and  the  freight  is  divided  among  the 
owners,  who  are  generally  fubjedls  refiding  here 
in  Great  Britain.  By  this  means  our  people 
here  at  home  have  the  advantage  of  refitting 
the  fhip,  and  of  furnilhing  the  feamen  with 
every  thing  they  ftand  in  need  of  upon  their 
landing  •,  fo  that  not  only  the  freight,  but  alfo 
the  feamens  wages  are  wholly  laid  out  in  this 
kingdom.  Then,  upon  the  fhip's  clearing  out 
for  a  new  voyage,  a  frelli  advantage  accrues  to 
our  people  here  at  home,  from  furniHiing  the 
fhip  and  feamen  with  every  thing  they  want 
upon  their  out-fet ;  and  every  fhip  carries  out 
large  quantities  of  our  own  produce  and  manu- 
fa6ture,  and  fuch  other  commodities  as  are  pro- 
per for  the  plantation  market. 

'  Thefe  are  advantages.  Sir,  that  arife  from 
the  fugar's  being  unloaded  in  Great  Britain  •, 
and  then,  if  it  is  to  be  re-loaded  for  exporta- 
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tion,  our  people  have  an  advantage  by  having 
a  double  commifTion,  and  by  the  rent  for  ware- 
houfe  room  while  it  is  here ;  and  they  have 
another  advantage,  by  furnifhing  the  fhip  and 
feamen  employed  in  the  exportation,  with  eve- 
ry thing  they  Hand  in  need  of  upon  their  out- 
fet.  But  the  great  advantage  we  reap  by  our 
fugar's  pafTirg  thro'  this  ifland  to  foreign  parts, 
is  that  of  its  being  manufactured  and  refined 
by  our  people  here  at  home,  and  thereby  made 
to  fell  for  a  much  higher  price  at  every  foreign 
market:  It  is  chiefly  owing  to  this,  that  the 
fugar-baking  trade  has  been  for  fo  many  years 
a  thriving  trade  in  this  nation,  a  trade  by 
which  fome  gentlemen  have  got  large  fortunes, 
and  many  of  our  poor  a  comfortable  fubfif- 
tence. 

'  But,  Sir,  if  we  allow  fugars  to  be  exported 
from  our  plantations  to  foreign  parts,  we  fhall 
in  a  great  meafure  lofe  every  one  of  thefe  ad- 
vantages. They  are  beginning  already  to  {tt 
up  fugar-baking  at  Hamburgh^  and  feveral  o- 
ther  parts  of  Europe^  where  the  neceffaries  of 
life,  and  confequently  labour,  is  much  cheaper 
than  it  is  here  •,  fo  that  if  we  allow  our  fugars 
to  go  to  them  dire6lly,  we  may  in  a  ihort  time 
be  intirely  cut  out  of  the  fugar-baking  trade ; 
and  tho'  the  fhips  that  carry  thefe  fugars  be, 
by  this  bill,  obliged  to  come  to  Great  Britain 
before  they  return  to  the  Weft-Indies^  yet, 
as  refitting  in  moit  foreign  ports  is  cheaper 
than  it  is  here,  they  will  certainly  refit  at  thofe 
ports,  and  the  feamen  v/ill  lay  out  at  leaft  the 
moiety  of  their  wages,  v/hich  by  this  bill  is 
allowed  to  be  paid  them,  at  the  foreign  port 
where  the  fliip  is  unloaded.  By  this  means,  a 
great  part  of  the  freight  will  be  laid  out  a- 
mong  foreigners ;  and  in  a  little  time,  I  be- 
lieve,   no  part,   or  a  very  fmall  Ihare  of  it, 

*■  will 
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will  ever  come  to  Great  Britain  •,  becaufe  I 
make  no  queflion,  but  that  in  a  few  years  our 
planters,  and  other  fubje^ts  in  our  plantations, 
will  have  fhips  of  their  ov/n  for  carrying  their 
fugars  to  a  foreign  market  -,  and  of  thefe  fnips 
foreigners  may  perhaps  be  the  chief  owners  ; 
for  this  may  be  done  in  a  clandeftine  manner, 
and  by  borrowed  names,  without  the  m.aller's 
knowing  any  thing  of  it  •,  and  if  the  nature  of 
the  trade  make  it  necefifary  or  profitable,  I  do 
not  doubt,  but  it  will  be  done,  notwithfcand- 
ing  all  the  precautions  that  can  be  taken  a- 
gainft  it. 

'  But  the  greateft  difadvantage  and  danger  at- 
tending this  bill  is,  that  it  will,  in  my  opinion, 
very  much  increafe  the  confumption  of  foreign 
manufadlures  in  our  fagar  plantations.  I  could 
mention  feveral  particulars.  Sir,  but  to  give 
you  as  little  trouble  as  poiTible,  I  fhall  confine 
myfelf  to  the  article  of  linens  only.  Every 
one  knows,  that  befides  foreign  linens^  there 
are  now  great  quantities  both  of  Scotijh  and  I- 
rijh  linens  confumed  in  our  plantations :  But  if 
by  this  bill  we  render  it  more  convenient  or 
cheaper  for  them'  to  have  foreign  linens,  than 
it  was  heretofore,  it  mufb  neceifarily  diminifh 
the  confumption  of  Scotijh  and  Irijl)  linens,  and 
increafe  that  of  foreign.  Nov/,  that  by  this 
bill,  if  it  pafles  into  a  law,  our  plantations 
may  have  foreign  linens  more  conveniently  and 
cheaper  than  heretofore,  is,  I  think,  manifeft ; 
for  as  the  lav/  (lands  at  prefent,  no  foreign  li- 
nens can  be  fent  to  our  plantations  without 
paying  at  lead  two  commiiTiOxis,  one  to  the 
foreign  or  London  factor  upon  importation,  and 
one  to  the  Wefi-India  faiflor  upon  exportation  •, 
and  befides,  they  mull  generally  pay  warenoufe 
rent  here  in  Britain  for  feveral  months,  before 
they  can  be  fent  to  the  Weft-Indies  \  all  which 
I  2  *  charges 
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'  charges  thefe  linens  will  be  free  from,  if  this 

*  bill  fhould  pafs  into  a  law ;  becaufe  the  mafter 
'  of  the  fiiip,  by  order  of  the  planters,  may,  as 
'  foon  as  he  has  unloaded  his  fugars  at  the  fo- 
'  reign  port,  take  in  a  cargo  of  linens,  and  by 
'  landing  them  at  any  port  in  Britain^  and  pay- 
'  ing  the  duties,  he  may  re-load  them  immedi- 
'  ately,  receive  the  draw-back,  and  proceed  with 
'  them  diredtly  to  the  IFeJi- Indies :  And  thefe 
'  charges  they  are  now  fubjed  to,  befides  the  o- 
'  ther  charges  I  have  mentioned  ;  fo  that  foreign 
'  linens  rnuil  neceffarily  come  cheaper  to  the 
'  planter  in  the  Weft- Indies^  after  this  bill  is  pafT- 
'  ed  into  a  law,  than  they  could  do  before,  and 
'  confequently  it  will  increafe  the  confumption 
'  of  foreign,  and  diminifh  that  of  our  home  ma- 
'  nufa6lure  of  linen.  To  which  I  muft  add, 
'  that  the  mafter  and  mariners  of  every  fuch  fhip 

*  will  certainly  furnifh  themfelves  with  linen  and 
'  all  other  v/earing  apparel,  which,  by  reafon  of 
'  our  high  duties,  they  may  have  at  moft  foreign 
'  ports  cheaper  than  they  can  have  in  Great  Bri- 
'  tain. 

'  Another  danger  is,  Sir,  that  I  am  afraid  this 
'  bill  will  turn  the  courfe  of  our  African  trade 
'•  quite  away  from  Great  Britain  ;  for  as  that 
'  trade  is  chiefiy  fupported  by  the  flaves  we  pur- 
'  chafe  for  the  JVeft-Indies^  as  the  poor  people  in 
""  that  country  have,  for  the  mofl  part,  nothing 
"  t\{t  to  give  us  in  return  for  the  produce  and 
'  manufactures  of  this  kingdom,  which  we  carry 
'  to  them,  I  am  afraid  that  mioft  of  our  Weft-In- 
'  dia  fhips  bound  to  Holland  or  Hamburgh  with 
'  fugars,  will  there  take  in  a  loading  for  Africa^ 
'  and  after  making  a  proper  entiy  at  fome  of 
'  our  out-ports,  and  re-loading  diredlly,  proceed 
'  to  Africa^  and  there  purchafe  a  cargo  of  flaves 
^  lor  our  plantations  •,  by  which  means,  the  peo- 

*  pie  of  this  ifland  would  lofe  the  whole  benefit 

2  '  of 
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*  of   the  outward  cargo  to  Africa^    and  would 

*  have  little  or  no  benefit  by  the  fugars  which 
*■  purchafed  that  cargo,  or  by  the  cargo  of  flaves 

*  from  Africa  to  the  Weft-Indies.     And  the  lad' 

*  difadvantage  I  fhall  take  notice  of  is,  that  this 
'  bill  may,  probably,  make  us  lofe  the  benefit  of 

*  infurance  upon  mod  of  the  fliips  bound  from 
'  our  plantations  with  fugars  to  foreign  ports ; 

*  for  as  they  muft  fettle  a  correfpondence  at 
'  thofe  foreign  ports,  and  will  flay  but  a  very 
'  fhort  time  at  any  port  in  Great  Britain^  they 
'  will,  probably,  infure  the  fnip  and  cargo  at 
'  that  port,  where  they  have  fettled  their  chief 
'  correfpondence  \  which  muil  diminifh  the  bu- 
'  finefs  of  our  Britifh  infurers,  and  will  be  a  lofs 
'  to  the  nation  in  general. 

'  From  what  I  have  faid,  Sir,  I  hope  it  will 

*  appear,  that  the  difadvantages  and  dangers  of 

*  pafiing  this  bill  into  a  law  are  manifeft,  and  I 
'  cannot  think  there  is  the  lead  necefiity  for  our 

*  running  fuch  a  rifk.  I  fhall  readily  grant, 
'  that  our  fugar  colonies  deferve  all  the  encou- 

*  ragement  we  can  give  them,  confidently  with 
the  trade  and  happinefs  of  their  mother  coun- 
try ;  and  I  fhall  likewife  grant,  that  they  dand 
in  need  of  being  relieved  from  fome  of  thofe 
prefTures  they  at  prefent  labour  under :  But  the 
decay  of  our  fugar  trade,  and  the  difficulties 
our  fugar  planters  labour  under,  do  not  pro- 
ceed from  the  necefTity  of  landing  all  their  fu- 
gars in  Great  Britain^  before  they  can  be  ex- 
ported to  a  foreign  market ;  they  proceed  from 
the  oppreflions  of  our  governors,  the  taxes 
which  planters  are  obliged  to  pay  upon  flaves, 
and  many  other  things  necefiary  for  their  fu- 
gar plantations,  and  particularly,  from  that 
mondrous  tax  of  4-1  per  Cent,  which  is  pay- 
able upon  all  fugars  exported  from  mod  of  our 
fugar  idands.     This  lad  is  really  a  mod  mon- 

I  3  '  drous 
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flrous  grievance.  After  fo  vifible  a  decay  of 
our  fugar  trade,  and  fo  many  complaints  upon 
that  head,  the  continuance  of  this  tax  is  fur- 
prizing,  and  it  is  the  more  furprizing,  confi- 
dering  the  fmall  revenue  from  thence  arifing  to 
the  publick :  TJie  annual  amount  of  this  reve- 
nue does  not  exceed  7000  /.  There  is,  I  be- 
lieve, a  larger  fum  accounted  for,  and  a  rnuch 
larger  raifed  upon  the  planters ;  but  even  that 
raifed  upon  the  planters  is  not,  I  think,  com- 
puted to  amount  to  much  above  27,000  /. 
yearly;  and  20,000/.  of  this,  it  feems,  either 
flicks  to  the  fingers  of  thofe  whofe  hands  it 
comes  thro%  or  is  expended  in  pensions  and 
falaries,  which  are  either  quite  ufelefs  to  the 
colony,  or  fuch  as  might  be  much  better  fup- 
plier  in  another  way. 

'  We  have  been  of  late.  Sir,  extremely  ge- 
nerous, we  have  this  yfear  granted  5000  /. 
publick  m.oney,  for  a  remedy  we  know  no- 
thing ofj  v/e  have  for  feveral  years  granted 
10,000/.  a  year  to  our  African  company, 
for  fupporting  our  trade  to  Africa  \  we  have 
for  fome  ye:.rs  granted  20,000  /.  to  Georgia^ 
for  fupporting  I  do  not  know  what  trade  \ 
nay,  even  this  year,  we  have  given  them 
20,000/.  tho'  by  the  late  convention,  ratified 
by  his  Majefly,  and  approved  by  both  houfes 
of  Parliament,  a  full  flop  has  been  put,  not 
only  to  their  foj  ti'ications,  but  even  to  their 
extending  their  plantations.  To  me  it  is  ama- 
zing, that  with  all  this  generofity  we  cannot 
think  of  giving  up  a  t^x  which  brings  in  but 
7000  /.  a  year  to  the  publick  revenue,  for  the 
fake  of  recovering  and  prefcrving  the  fugar 
trade,  which  has  faved  or  brought  in  fo  many 
millions  to  this  kingdom.  This  is  a  profufion 
and  a  parfimony,  which  I  cannot  comprehend 
the  reafon  of;  it  looks  as  if  v/e  had  a  greater 

'  regard 
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regard  to  the  trade  of  penfions  and  perquifitcs, 
than  to  any  other  trade  in  the  kingdom  •,  but 
thofe  who  deal  in  that  trade  fliould  confider, 
that  if  we  lofe  all  other  trade,  the  trade  they 
deal  in  will  foon  come  to  decay. 
'  As  all  our  complaints  in  the  fugar  trade, 
Sir,  are  founded  upon  the  heavy  charges  our 
fugars  come  loaded  with  to  market  •,  and  as 
this  is  the  heavieft  and  the  mod  ufelefs  and 
unnecefTary  charge  laid  upon  them,  it  fhould 
in  the  firft  place  be  removed.  Then,  if  to 
this  we  fhould  add  fome  new  regulations  for 
laying  our  Weft-India  governors  under  fuch  re- 
flridlions  as  the  French  governors  are  laid  un- 
der :  If  we  fhould  prevent  its  being  in  the 
power  of  any  of  our  governors  to  afk  or  ac- 
cept of  any  prefents  from  thofe  fubjedled  to 
their  government,  it  would  remove  another 
mod  heavy  charge,  which  all  our  fugars  come 
loaded  with  to  market ;  becaufe  it  would  pre- 
vent our  planters  being  under  a  temptation  to 
lay  taxes  upon  thofe  materials  that  are  necef- 
fary  for  producing  and  manufa61:uring  their  fu- 
gars, in  order  to  raife  money  for  fatisfying  the 
avarice,  or  fupplying  the  luxury  of  their  go- 
vernors, whofe  favour  they  muft,  and  always 
will  contentioufly  endeavour  to  gain. 
'  I  could  mention  feveral  other  expedients. 
Sir,  for  recovering  and  even  improving  our  fu- 
gar trade,  which  might  be  accompliihed  with 
great  eafe,  and  without  any  danger  •,  but  the 
two  I  have  mentioned  would  alone  be  fuffi- 
cient  for  giving  our  fugars  an  advantage  at 
every  market  in  Europe^  and  therefore,  there 
can  be  no  necefTity  for  our  trying  fuch  a  dan- 
gerous experiment,  as  that  intended  by  the 
bill  now  before  us  ;  for  which  reafon,  I  muft 
be  againft  its  being  paffed  into  a  law.' 

1 4  The 
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The  next  fpeech  was  made  in  favour  of  the 
bill,  by  Sir  John  Barnard^  and  was  in  fubftance 
thus ; 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
*  Sir,  I  am  forry  to  differ  from  my  honour- 

*  able  friend,  who  has  given  you  his  fentimenrs 

*  upon  the  bill  now  before  us,  and  the  more  fo, 
'  becaufe  it  is  what  feldom  happens.  I  have 
'  generally  the   good  fortune  to  find  him  of  the 

*  lame   opinion  with   me,    in  moft  things  that 

*  come  to  be  difputed  in  this  houfe ;  and  even 
'  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  I  fhall  moft  readily 

*  join  with  him  in  the  latter  part  of  his  dif- 
'  courfe.     I  am  as  much  furprized  as  he  can  be, 

*  that  the  4  \  -per  cent,  duty  has  not  been  long 
^  ago  taken  off:   I  am  hkewife  furprized,  that 

*  care  has  not  been  long  fince  taken,  to  reftrain 

*  our  governors   from   oppreffmg   and   fkinning 

*  the   plantations  committed  to   their   care,    or 

*  tempting   our   planters   to   opprefs    and    ruin 

*  themfelves,  in  order  to  gain  their  favour.     If 

*  thofe  whole  bufmefs  it  is,    had  our  trade  as 

*  much   at   heart,    as   they   ought,    both   thefe 

*  things  would   have   been    done    long    before 

*  now,  and  in  that  cafe,  I  am  perfuaded,  we 
f  fhould  not  now  have  been  complaining  of  the 

*  lofs  of  our  fugar  trade.     But,  as  neither  my 

*  honourable  friend,  nor  I,  can  hope  for  being 

*  able  to  make  either  of  thefe  propofitions  ef- 

*  fecluai,  I  cannot  allow  myfelf  to  be  diverted, 
^  by  hopes  I  at  prefent  think  chimerical,  from 
f  purfuing  the  propofition  now  before  us ;  be- 
'  caufe  I  think  it  will  be  of  fome  fervice,  and 
'  can  be  attended  with  no  danger. 

'  The  navigation  a6t.  Sir,  and  the  other  laws 
y  mentioned  in  the  preamble  of  this  bill,  have 
^  certainly  been  of  great  benefit  to  this  nation. 

'  They 
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They  were  certainly  right,  at  the  time  they 
were  enaded ;  and  if  cirumftances  were  now 
the  fame,  I  fhould  be  againft  altering  them  in 
any  part ;  but  that  may  be  prudence  in  one 
age,  which  in  another  would  be  the  height  of 
madnefs.  When  thofe  laws  were  pafled,  we 
had  a  monopoly  of  the  fugar  trade :  No  na- 
tion in  Europe  could  then  have  any  large  quan- 
tity of  fugars,  but  what  they  had  from  us ; 
and  if  the  cafe  were  now  the  fame,  I  fhould 
be  for  loading  them  with  as  many  charges  as 
gentlemen  could  reafonably  contrive :  I  fhould 
be  for  enabling  our  own  people  to  make  as 
great  an  advantage  of  them,  as  they  could 
wilh  for.  But  the  cafe  is  now  very  different : 
We  have  now  a  rival,  and  a  dangerous  rival  in 
the  fugar  trade ;  and  if  we  do  not  allow  fo- 
reigners to  have  our  fugars,  at  leafl  as  cheap 
as  they  can  have  the  fame  fort  of  commodity 
fromi  our  rival,  they  will  have  none  of  ours : 
They  will  take  every  fhilHng's  worth  they 
have  occafion  for,  from  our  rival  in  the  fugar 
trade. 
'  This,  Sir,  is  the  cafe  at  prefent.     Since  the 

*  treaty  of  Utrecht  the  French  have  v/ith  great 
*-  induftry  enlarged  their  fugar  plantations  in  the 

*  Weft-hidies ;    and   by    prudent   and   feafonable 

*  regulations  they  have  greatly  improved  that 
'  trade.  If  we  had  been  as  wife  and  vigilant, 
'  as  we  ought  to  have  been,  we  might  have  pre- 

*  vented  that  improvement :  We  might  have 
'  ruined  the  French  fugar  trade  in  its  infancy,  by 

*  taking  off  all  thofe  unnecefTary  charges  that 
^  enhanced  the  price  of  our  fugars  at  the  foreign 
'  market ;  but  either  thro'  ignorance  or  negled, 
'  or  perhaps  from  worfe  motives,  we  perfifted  in 
'  thofe  regulations,  which  were  well  enough,  as 
^  long  as  we  had  no  rival,  tho'  they  became  ruin- 
{  ous,  as  foon  as  we  began  to  have  one.  By  this  we 

'  have 
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have  eflablifhed  the  French  fugar  trade,  and 
quite  ruined  our  own,  fo  far  as  relates,  to  the 
foreign  market ;  for  we  now  export  but  very 
little  fugar,  either  refined  or  unrefined,  to  any 
market  in  Europe  ;  and  if  the  trade  remains  in 
its  prefent  circumflances  but  a  very  few  years, 
we  fhall  export  none  at  all :  Nay,  I  do  not 
know,  but  that  we  may  foon  ftand  in  need  of 
as  fevere  laws  for  preventing  the  running  of 
French  fugal's,  as  we  now  have  for  preventing 
the  running  of  French  brandies. 
'  The  difpqte  therefore,  Sir,  is  not,  upon  this 
occafion,  bet^ween  our  planters  in  the  Weft-hi- 
dies  and  our  people  here  at  home :  The  quef- 
tion  is.  Whether  we  fhall  encourage  and  en- 
tirely eftablifh  the  French  fugar  trade,  by  giv- 
ing up  to  them  all  foreign  markets  for  fugar  ? 
If  we  export  no  fugars,  neither  the  nation, 
nor  our  planters  in  the  Weft-Indies ^  nor  our 
people  here  at  home,  can  reap  any  advantage 
by  a  foreign  exportation.  Therefore,  the  lofs 
our  people  here  at  home  may  fuftain  by  allow- 
ing a  dire6l  exportation  from  our  plantations, 
is  quite  out  of  the  prefent  queftion  ;  for  if 
there  can  be  no  exportation  of  fugars  from 
Great  Britain^  our  people  here  at  home  can 
fuffer  no  lofs,  by  our  encouraging  an  exporta- 
tion from  another  part  of  our  dominions. 
The  only  queftion  now  in  difpute  is.  Whether 
we  fhall  encourage  the  exportation  of  fugars 
from  France^  or  from  our  own  fugar  colonies  ? 
In  this  light,  I  am  fure,  no  gentleman  that 
hears  me  will  make  it  a  queftion  ;  becaufe, 
by  encouraging  an  exportation  from  France^ 
we  add  to  the  riches  and  ftrength  of  our  moft 
dangerous  rival  in  power  as  well  as  trade ; 
and  by  encouraging  an  exportation  from  our 
ov/n  colonies,  we  diminifh  the  riches  and 
ftrength  of  our  rival,  and  we  add  to  the 
?  *  riches 
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riches  and  flrength  of  this  nation,  without 
doing  the  leaft  damage  to  our  people  here  at 
home. 

'  For  this  reafon.  Sir,  gentlemen  fhould  care- 
fully confider,  upon  this  occafion,  whether  or 
no  it  be  pofTible  for  us,  in  our  prefent  circum- 
fiances,  to  export  any  fugars  to  a  foreign  mar- 
ket ;  for  if  it  be  not,  every  objection  that  has 
been  made  againft  this  bill,  falls  to  the  ground. 
And  then  we  ought  to  confider,  whether  the 
regulation  now^  propofed,  may  not  fome  way 
contribute  towards  rendering  it  pofTible  for  us 
to  export  fugars  to  a  foreign  market ;  for  if  it 
can  in  the  leaft  contribute  towards  that  end, 
we  ought  to  agree  to  it.  From  thefe  two  con- 
fiderations,  we  ought  to  determine  ourfelves  in 
the  cafe  now  before  us,  and  both  are,  I  think, 
evidently  in  favour  of  this  bill.  The  accounts 
upon  our  table,  fhew  what  large  quantities  we 
ufed  to  export  before  the  French  began  to  rival 
us  in  that  trade,  how  gradually  our  exporta- 
tion has  decreafed  as  they  have  improved,  and 
what  an  inconfiderable  trifle  it  is  now  reduced 
to.  Nay,  the  very  nature  of  the  trade  muft 
fhew,  that  unlefs  we  allow  of  a  dire6t  expor- 
tation from  our  fugar  colonies,  the  French  will 
alv/ays  be  able  to  underfel  us  at,  and  confe- 
quently  exclude  us  from  every  foreign  market 
in  Europe.  While  they  allow  of  a  dire6t  ex- 
portation, and  we  do  not,  the  cafe  is  plain, 
becaufe  the  charge  of  a  double  freight,  double 
commifTion,  warehoufe  room,  re-loading,  and 
feveral  petty  expences,  will  always  be  a  charge 
upon  our  fugars  at  every  foreign  market, 
which  their  fugars  are  free  from.  But  fup- 
pofe  they  fhould  not  allow  of  a  dired  expor- 
tation no  more  than  we,  with  regard  to  an  ex- 
portation to  the  Bakicky  Hamburgh  or  Holland., 
their  ports  in  the  channel,  efpecially  Dunkirk., 

'  which 
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which  we  have  allowed  them  to  make  a  port 
of,  contrary  to  exprefs  flipulation  in  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht^    lie   more   convenient   than   either 
the  ports  of  London  or  Briftol^  which  are  the 
two  where  our  chief  importations  are  made ; 
and  with  regard  to  an  exportation  to  Flanders^ 
and  to  the  fouthward  of  cape  Fmjlerre,  their 
ports  lie  more  convenient   than  ours,    which 
will  always  give  them  an  advantage  over  us  at 
all  foreign  markets,  unlefs  we  allow  of  a  dire6t 
exportation  from  our  fugar  colonies. 
*  From  hence  it  is  plain,  Sir,  that  unlefs  we 
allow  of  a  direct  exportation,  it  will  always  be 
impoffible  for  us  to  export  any  fugars  to  a  fo- 
reign   market  -,    and    that  the  regulation  now 
propofed,  will  contribute  towards  rendering  it 
poffible  for  us  to  export  our  fugars  to  a  foreign 
market,  we  may  be  convinced  of  from  experi- 
ence ;  for  tho'  the  French  have  for  many  years 
allowed  of  a  dire6b  exportation  from  their  co- 
lonies, and  tho'  we  have,   during  that  v/hole 
time,  mofl  ridiculoufly  perfifted  in  our  refolu- 
tion  not  to  allow  of  any  fuch  exportation  from 
ours,  which  loaded  our  fugars  fent  to  foreign 
markets,  with  a  charge  of  8  or  10  per  Cent,  at 
an  average,  the  French  fugars  were  free  from, 
yet  we  continued  till  very  lately  to  export  large 
quantities ;  which  fhews,  that  if  we  had  been 
upon  an  equal    footing   with  the  French^    we 
fhould  have  underfold  them  ;  and  that  if  we 
were  now  put  upon  that  footing,  notwithfland- 
ing  their  great  improvement  in  the  fugar  trade, 
we  fhould  at  lead  rival  them,  if  not  beat  them 
out  of  every  market  in  Europe. 
'  But,  Sir,  there  is  nothing  more  clearly  fhews 
the  advantage  of  the  regulation  propofed,  than 
the  precedent  my  honourable  friend  was  plea- 
fed  to  mention  with  regard  to  rice.     It  is  not 
many  years  fmce  we  had  not  a  pound  of  rice 

*  produced 
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produced  in  any  of  our  dominions,  and  were 
therefore  obliged  to  have  all  our  rice  from  fo- 
reigners. By  chance  our  planters  in  Carolina 
began  to  produce  that  ufeful  commodity,  and 
foon  fupplied  us  here  at  home  with  all  we 
wanted,  and  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  we 
ufed  to  have  it.  As  foon  as  they  began  to  do 
us  this  favour,  by  way  of  a  grateful  return,  we 
reftrained  them  in  their  rice  trade,  by  making 
it  an  enumerated  commodity,  in  purfuance  of 
that  wife  maxim,  of  confining  the  trade  of  our 
colonies  to  their  mother  country,  whether  the 
nature  of  the  trade  will  admit  of  it  or  no. 
Whilft  rice  continued  under  this  reftraint,  we 
fent  but  little  to  any  foreign  market;  but 
at  lad  we  grew  wife  enough  to  allow  them  to 
export  rice  from  Carolina^  dire6lly  to  any  part 
of  Europe  fouthward  of  cape  Finifterre  -,  and 
fince  that  time  we  have  yearly  fent  large  quan- 
tities of  rice  to  foreign  markets :  This  is  a  full 
proof,  that  a  direct  exportation  from  our  colo- 
nies will  always  enable  us  to  fell  any  commo- 
dity at  a  foreign  market  much  cheaper  than  it 
can  be  fold,  when  it  muft  be  firfl  landed  in 
Great  Britain  \  and  as  we  now  find  by  experi- 
ence, that  we  can  fell  no  fugar  at  any  foreign 
market,  as  long  as  it  muft  be  firft  landed  in 
Great  Britain^  we  ought  at  leaft  to  try  that  ex- 
pedient, v/hich  we  have  found  to  anfwer  fo 
well  with  regard  to  rice.  We  have  found  no 
inconvenience  or  difadvantage  from  allowing 
the  dired:  exportation  of  rice,  and  if  we  can 
otherwife  export  no  fugars,  which  is  really  the 
cafe,  I  am  fure  we  Hiall  find  as  little  inconve- 
nience or  difadvantage  from  allowing  a  diredl 
exportation  of  fugars  •,  but  to  make  this  the 
more  evident,  I  Ihall  particularly  conHder  the 
objedions  that  have  been  made  to  it. 

'  As 
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^  As  for  its  being  a  dangerous  precedent  with 
regard  to  our  other  enumerated  commoditiesj 
there  can  be  no  weight  in  the  objedion  •,  for 
this  can  be  no  precedent,  unlefs  our  trade  in 
fome  of  our  other  enumerated  commodities 
fhould  be  in  danger  of  falling  under  the  fame 
circumftances  that  our  fugar  trade  is  in  at  pre- 
fent ;  and  whenever  this  happens  to  be  the 
cafe,  we  ought  to  allow  a  dired  exportation  of 
that  commodity,  even  tho'  there  were  no  pre- 
cedent in  its  favour.  If  the  French^  Sir, 
fhould  become  our  rivals  in  the  tobacco  trade, 
and  if  they  continue  their  improvements  upon 
the  river  Miffijftppiy  they  may,  I  fhould  be  for 
allowing  our  tobacco  planters  a  direc^l  exporta- 
tion, rather  than  allow  the  French  to  fupply  all 
the  foreign  markets  in  Europe  with  tobacco ; 
and  I  am  fure,  every  man  who  fedately  confi- 
dered  the  intereft  of  his  country,  or  even  his 
own,  would  be  of  my  opinion  ;  for  if  a  to- 
bacco fadlor  faw  the  value  of  his  commiffions 
for  exportation  dwindling  away  daily,  by  rea- 
fon  or  the  foreign  markets  being  fupplied  by 
the  French  with  tobacco,  he  muft  forefee,  that 
he  would  foon  intirely  lofe  the  benefit  of 
the  commifTion,  and  his  country  the  benefit  of 
the  production  and  fale  -,  therefore,  he  would 
willingly  refign  a  private  benefit,  which  he 
forefaw  would  foon  dwindle  to  nothing,  in  or- 
der to  fecure  to  his  country  the  benefit  of  the 
production  and  fale.  This  precedent,  there- 
fore, can  never  be  of  any  dangerous  confe- 
quence,  but  may  be  of  advantage,  by  putting 
us  into  a  method  of  preventing  our  trade  in 
any  other  enumerated  common ity  from  fall- 
ing under  the  misfortune  our  fugar  trade  has 
now  fallen  into  •,  for  when  a  branch  of  trade  is 
once  loft,  it  is  not  fo  eafily  regain'd. 

*  I 
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'  I  fhall  allow,  Sir,  that  our  people  here  at 
home  have  an  advantage  by  commilTion,  and 
by  leveral  other  articles,  when  fugars  are  ex- 
ported •,  but  when  none  are,  they  can  have  no 
fuch  advantages.  They  have  already  lofb  thofe 
advantages,  and  therefore  cannot  be  faid  to  be 
in  danger  of  lofing  them  by  this  bill :  But 
their  private  lofs  is  not  the  only  one  \  the  na- 
tion, by  endeavouring  to  preferve  the  advan- 
tage they  had  by  commiflion,  has  loft  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  produdion  and  fale.  The  ad- 
vantage they  had  by  commifTion,  is  what  we 
cannot  recover  •,  the  national  advantage  in  the 
production  and  fale  we  may  recover,  and  I 
have  fhewn,  that  the  regulation  propofed  by 
this  bill,  is  the  proper  way  of  doing  it.  With 
regard  to  refining  the  cafe  is  the  fame,  our 
people  can  have  no  advantage  by  refining  for 
exportation,  unlefs  we  do  export ;  and  if  fo- 
reigners can  underwork  us  in  the  refining 
trade,  may  not  they  do  it  in  French  fugars,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  our  own  growth  P  We  had 
better,  therefore,  furnifh  them  with  fugars  un- 
refined, than  with  none  at  all.  Our  fugar-ba- 
kers  could  no  way  fufrer  by  it,  becaufe  they 
now  refine  little  or  nothing  for  exportation  : 
Nay,  if  foreigners  fhould  refine  all  we  fent 
them,  our  fugar-bakers  could  no  way  fuffer  -, 
for  as  none  of  thofe  fugars  could  be  re-im- 
ported, our  fugar-bakers  would  retain  the  re- 
fining trade  for  home  confumption,  which  is 
the  only  trade  they  now  enjoy.  But  the  great 
decay  in  our  exportation  of  refined  fugars,  is 
not  fo  much  owing  to  our  people's  being  out- 
done or  underwork'd  in  the  refining  of  fugars 
by  foreigners,  as  to  the  high  duties  paid  upon 
importation,  which  the  refiner  muft  advance 
and  lie  out  of,  till  he  has  made  his  fugars  fit 
for  being  exported.     This  is  the  caufe,   that 

'  none 
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none  but  rich  men  can  engage  in  the  trade  j 
and  when  a  trade  is  confined  to  a  few  hands^ 
or  to  the  rich  only,  tho'  the  labourers  may 
have  but  fmall  wages,  the  mafters  will  not  be 
fatisfied  with  fuch  fmall  profits,  as  they  would 
be,  if  there  were  a  great  number  of  men  of 
moderate  fortunes  ingaged  in  the  trade. 
'  I  am,  indeed,  furprized.  Sir,  to  hear  it  fo' 
much  as  imagined,  that  our  (liips  employed  in 
the  diredl  exportation  of  fugars  would  refit  at 
foreign  ports,  or  that  planters  or  foreigners 
would  become  the  chief  owners  of  fuch  Ihips. 
As  the  feamen  muft  all  be  continued  in  pay, 
till  the  ihip  returns  to  Britain^  the  mafter 
would  certainly  put  off'  refitting,  till  he  re- 
turned hither,  becaufe  he  could  here  immedi- 
ately difcharge  his  feamen,  and  thereby  fave 
all  their  wages  during  the  time  his  fhip  was  re- 
fitting, whereby  he  would  fave  more  than  the 
difference,  if  there  be  any,  between  refitting 
at  this  port,  and  refitting  at  any  other  port  in 
Europe ;  and  as  the  major  part  of  his  owners 
muft,  by  this  bill,  be  fuch  as  are  refiding  in 
Great  Britain^  they  would  generally  chufe  to 
have  a  concern  in  refitting  their  fhip,  and 
would  therefore  oblige  him  to  return  hither  be- 
fore he  refitted.  But  fuppofe  thefe  ihips  were 
all  to  be  refitted  in  foreign  ports,  fuppofe  the 
feamen  fliould  fpend  all  their  wages  there,  and 
fuppofe  the  fliips  were  all  to  belong  to  planters 
and  foreigners,  our  people  here  at  home  could 
lofe  none  of  the  advantages  they  now  enjoy, 
becaufe  we  now  export  no  fugars,  and  confe- 
quently  can  have  no  fiiips  or  feamen  employed 
in  that  trade.  We  can  now  have  no  fhips  em- 
ployed in  the  fugar  trade,  but  fuch  as  are  em- 
ployed in  bringing  hither  our  fugars  for  home" 
confumptlon  •,  therefore,  for  example's  fake,  I 
fhall  fuppofe,  v/e  have  now  twenty  ihips  em- 

^  ployed 
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*  ployed  in  the  fugar  trade,  and  that  by  regain- 

*  ing  a  fale  for  our  fugars  at  foreign  markets^ 

*  ten  other  fhips  iliould  be  employed  in  the  di- 

*  re<^  exportation  ;    our  people   here   at  home 

*  would  flill  have  all  the  advantages  they  now 

*  have  by  the  twenty  fhips,  and,  allowing  every 

*  thing  that  can  be  fuppofed,  they  would  get 

*  fome  advantages,  which  they  do  not  now  en- 

*  joy,  by  the  other  ten  Ihips  being  obliged  to 
'  repair  to  fome  port  in  Britain  before  their  re- 

*  turn  to  the  plantations.  Therefore,  if  by  al- 
'  lowing  a  direct  exportation  we  fhould  recover 
'  our  foreign  fugar  trade,  our  people  here  at 
'  home  v/ould  certainly  reap  fome  benefit  they 
'  do  not  now  enjoy,  and  the  nation  would  reap 
'  a  great  deal. 

*  With  regard.  Sir,  to  what  has  been  faid  a- 
^  bout  foreign  linens,  I  do  not  think,  that  our 

*  allowing  a  dire6l  exportation  of  fugars  would 
'  make   the  leaft  alteration  in  the  price  of  that 

*  commodity  to  the  planter ;  for  if  he  employ *d 

*  the  mafler  of  a  fhip,  as  his  fupercargo,  to  pur- 

*  chafe  linens  for  him,  he  muil  allow  the  maftei* 

*  commillion  for  what  he  does  as  fupercargo^ 
'  and  the  mailer  mufl  go  to  a  fa61:or  at  Ham- 

hiirgh  for  purchafing  fuch  linens,  as  v/ell  as  a 
Wefi-India  faclor  mull  go  to  a  Hamburgh  fa61:or 
at  London,  In  both  cafes  the  planter  mufl  pay 
double  commiffion,  the  freight  and  infurance 
is  the  fame,  and  as  the  linens  muil  be  landed 
in  Great  Britain^  and  muil  be  put  into  a  ware- 
houfe,  whilil  the  fhip  is  refitting,  I  believe  the 
planter  would  find  the  linens  come  dearer,  than 
if  he  had  commifTioned  them  from  London^  or 
any  other  port  in  Great  Britain.  I  fhall,  in= 
deed,  allow,  that  the  m.ailer  and  feamen  might 
perhaps  furnifh  themfeives  with  a  few  fliirtSp 
or  the  like  •,  but  muil  we  never  allow  any  of 
our  iliips  to  put  into  a  foreign  port^  for  fear 
Vol,  XVIIL  K  ^  oyr 
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our  feamen  fliould  lay  out  a  little  of  their  mo- 
ney at  that  port  ?  Or  Ihall  we  grudge  their  lay- 
ing out  a  moiety  of  their  wages  among  thofe 
foreigners,  who  pay  them  the  whole  of  their 
wages  ?  For  thofe  that  purchafe  the  cargo,  are 
the  perfons  that  pay  the  freight,  and  confe* 
quently  pay  both  the  mailer  and  feamen  their 
whole  wages. 

'  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  African  trade, 
if  a  cargo  for  Africa  can  be  got  better  or 
cheaper  in  Holland^  or  at  Hamburgh^  than  in 
Great  Britain^  I  ihall  allow,  that  people  will 
always  purchafe  that  cargo,  as  well  as  every 
other  cargo,  where  they  find  they  can  have  it 
beil  and  cheapeil  -,  but,  I  am  fure,  it  is  more 
probable,  that  a  ihip  defigned  from  London  for 
Africa^  will  fail  to  Holland  or  Hamburgh^  there 
take  in  her  cargo  for  Africa^  and  proceed  with 
it  diredlJy  to  Africa^  than  that  a  ihip  will  take 
in  a  cargo  in  Holland  or  at  Hamburgh^  which 
ihe  is  obliged  to  land  in  Great  Britain^  and  re- 
load again,  before  fhe  can  proceed  to  Africa, 
Therefore,  if  any  thing  can  ferve  to  fecure  to 
us  the  whole  benefit  of  our  African  trade,  it 
will  be  this,  of  allowing  a  dire6l  exportation 
of  our  fugars  -,  for  as  many  of  thofe  fhips  may 
return  by  the  vv^ay  o^  Africa  to  our  plantations, 
and  as  it  will  be  extremely  inconvenient  for 
them  to  take  in  any  part  of  their  cargo  for  A- 
frica^  at  the  port  where  they  unload  their  fu- 
gars, they  muft  all  refolve  to  purchafe  the 
whole  in  Great  Britain^  even  tho'  they  fhould 
pay  a  little  dearer  for  it,  than  they  could  have 
it  at  the  port  where  they  unload. 

'  The  only  other  obje6lion  I  can  think  of. 
Sir,  is  that  relating  to  the  infurance,  upon 
which  I  muft  obferve,  that  fugar  is  a  very  dan- 
gerous commodity  to  infure,  and  cuilom  has, 
I  tliink,  fettled  the  price  at  a  rate  not  equal  to 

^  th^ 
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the  rifk ;  fo  that,  if  we  fhould  lofe  the  infu- 
ranee  upon  our  fugars  defigned  for  a  foreign 
market,  it  would  be  no  great  lofs  with  refpe6t 
to  our  future  gains,  and  with  refped  to  our 
prefent,  it  could  be  no  lofs  at  all,  becaufe  we 
export  none,  and  confequently  can  get  nothing 
by  infuring  fugars  for  a  foreign  market;  for 
this  is  the  miHake  that  runs  thro'  the  whole  of 
the  argument  againft  this  bill :  It  is  fuppofed, 
that  we  now  make  great  advantages  by  the  ex- 
portation of  fugars,  and  that  we  are  to  lofe 
fome  of  thofe  advantages  by  admitting  a  di- 
redt  exportation;  which  is  a  fuppofition  that 
appears  to  be  falfe,  by  the  accounts  upon  our 
table.  But  even  as  to  our  future  gains,  if  we 
do  recover  an  exportation  of  fugars  by  means 
of  this  bill,  I  believe  they  will  be  all  infured 
in  Great  Britain ;  for  as  every  planter  muit 
have  a  correfpondent  in  Britain^  and  as  our 
planters  v/ill  always  put  a  greater  confidence  in 
Britijh  infurers  than  in  foreign,  I  think  it  high- 
ly probable,  that  every  one  of  them  will  order 
all  the  fugars  he  fends  to  Britain^  or  even  di- 
redly  to  foreign  parts,  to  be  infured  at  fome 
of  our  own  offices ;  fo  that  with  refped  to 
infurance  we  fhall,  probably,  rather  increafe 
than  diminifh  that  trade  by  the  bill  now  before 
us. 

'  Having  now,  I  think,  Sir,  anfwered  all  the 
objedions  that  have  been  made  to  this  bill,  I 
fhall  take  notice  of  one  advantage  v/e  mud 
reap,  if  we  can,  by  means  of  this  regulation, 
recover  the  exportation  of  fugars  to  Holland^ 
Hamburgh^  or  the  Baltick.  As  our  fhips  that 
carry  fugars  diredly  to  either  of  thefe  places, 
mult  return  to  Great  Britain-,  and  mud  return 
in  ballad,  if  they  cannot  find  a  cargo  where 
they  are,  they  will  accept  of  any  freight,  ra- 
ther than  go  without ;  which  v/ill  o£  courfe 
K  2  ^  bring 
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bring  the  rate  of  freight  from  thefe  places  to 
Lofidon  fo  low,  that  none  but  they,  befides  the 
ufual  regular  floops,  will  ever  be  employed ; 
fo  that  we  fhall  recover  the  advantage  of  freight 
from  thofe  countries,  which  is  an  advantage  we 
have  in  a  great  meafure  loll,  becaufe  moft  of 
the  goods  we  take  from  them,  are  now  fent  to 
us  in  their  own  bottoms. 
'  Upon  all  which,  Sir,  I  muft  conclude  with 
faying,  that  I  can  fee  no  inconvenience  we  can 
be  expofed  to,  by  having  this  bill  pafTed  into 
a  law.  The  only  danger  I  apprehend  is,  that 
it  will  not  anfwer  the  end  propofed,  efpecially, 
confidering  the  many  reilridtions  this  diredl  ex- 
portation is  to  be  loaded  with.  But  if  this 
does  not  do,  we  muft,  I  hope  we  (hall,  have 
recourfe  to  what  my  honourable  friend  has 
propofed,  and  to  every  thing  that  can  be  pro- 
pofed, with  the  leaft  appearance  of  fuccefs ; 
for  the  fugar  trade,  is  a  trade  of  vaft  confe- 
quence  to  this  nation,  and  it  is  of  the  more 
confequence,  becaufe  it  is  like  to  go  to  a  na- 
tion, of  which  we  ought  to  be  more  jealous, 
than  of  any  other  in  Europe.  Let  us  not  there- 
fore, from  little  local  viev/s,  from  views  of 
preferring  one  part  of  our  own  people  to  an- 
other, refufe  any  thing  that  may  contribute  to- 
wards enabling  our  planters,  either  to  produce 
their  fugars,  or  to  fend  them  to  a  foreign  mar- 
ket, with  a  lefs  charge,  than  they  can  do  at 
prefent.  I  fhall  always  have  a  due  regard  for 
our  mother  country  •,  I  fhall  always  be  for  giv- 
ing this  ifland  the  preference  in  every  branch 
of  trade,  as  long  as  that  preference  does  not 
expofe  us  to  the  danger  of  being  fupplanted 
by  foreigners ;  but  wherever  I  fee  an  apparent 
danger  of  this  kind,  I  fhall  be  for  preferring 
our  own  people  to  foreigners  ;  and  therefore 
ihall  be  for  taking  off  eveiy  reftraint;;,  that  was 

*  con- 
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"^  contrived  by  the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors  for 

*  giving  an  advantage,  or  a  monopoly  of  that 

*  trade-   to  the  people  of  this  ifland.     It  is  this 
'  that  makes  me  for  the  bill  now  under  our  con- 

*  fideration,  and  this  ought  to  make  every  gen- 
'  tlem.an  for  it,  that  has  a  greater  regard  for  the 

*  trade  of  Britain^  than  he  has  for  the  trade  of 
'  France.     Whether  we  fliall  endeavour  to   re- 

*  cc  vcr  the  former,  or  eftablilh  the  latter,  is  the 
'  only  proper  queftion  now  before  us  ;  but  I  am 

*  convinced  my  honourable  friend  did  not  view 
'  it  in  this  light :   If  he  had,  I  am  abfolutely 

*  certain,  he  would  have  faid  nothing  againft  it.* 

The  queftion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
and  the  bill  afterwards  pafTed  into  a  law. 

May  10.  The  following  meflage  was  fent  by 
his  Majefty  to  both  houfes,  viz., 

GEORGE  R. 

HIS  Majefty  being  truly  folicitous  for  theHijMajs- 
peace  and  welfare  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  ^rl^jS 
defirous  to  contribute,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  to- "edit, 
wards  preferving  the   publick  tranquillity,    and 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe^  has  concluded 
with  the  King  of  Denmark  a  treaty,  agreeable  to 
that  which  expired  in  1737,  and  has  ordered  the 
fame  to  be  laid  before  this  houfe  •,  that  he  may 
have  their  fupport  and  concurrence,  in  making 
good  the  engagements  which  he  has  thereby  en- 
tered into. 

And  as  events  may  happen,  during  fuch  time, 
as  it  may  be  impoffible  for  his  Majefty  to  have 
the  immediate  advice  and  afTiftance  of  his  great 
council,  upon  any  emergency,  arifing  from  the 
prefent  pofture  of  affairs  in  Europe^  which  may 
nearly  concern  the  honour,  intereft,  and  fafety 
of  thefe  kingdoms ;  he  hopes  he  Ihall  be  fup- 

K  3  ported 
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ported  by  his  Parliament,  in  making  fuch  fiir- 
ther  augmentation  of  his  forces,  either  by  fea 
or  land,  as  may  become  abfolutely  necefiary  ; 
and  in  concerting  fuch  mcafures,  as  the  exi« 
gency  of  affairs  may  require  :  And  whatever 
augmentations  Ihall  be  made,  or  ferviccs  per- 
formed, an  account  thereof  Ihall  be  laid  before 
the  Parliament  at  the  next  feffion. 

The  Duke  of  Newcaftle^  who  brought  this 
meflage  to  the  houfe  of  Lords,  as  foon  as  the 
houfe  had  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committe  of  the 
whole  houfe  to  take  the  meflage  into  their  con- 
fideration,  flood  up,  and  fpoke  in  fubitance  as 
follows,  viz. 

*  My  Lords, 

fynVi  Af  *  As  his  Majefty's  mod  gracious  meffage  to 

^eexhfnd'  ^  ^^^^  ^o^^iQ  confifts  of  two  parts,  one  of  which 

potion,       *  relates  to  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the 

'  King  of  'Denmark^  which  he  has  been  fo  good 

*  as  to  order  to  lay  before  us,  and  the  other  to 

*  the  augmentation  of  his  forces,  and  the  other 

*  meafures  that  may,    in   this  critical  juncture, 

*  become  necefiary  •,  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  confi- 

*  der  them  diflindly,  and  in  order,  as  they  fcand 
'  in  the  mefiage.  As  to  the  treaty  with  Den- 
'  mark^  I  believe,  the  expediency,  and  even  the 
^  necefiity  of  concluding  fuch  a  treaty,  upon  the 

*  prefent    occaRon,    will   be    acknowledged    by 

*  every  Lord  that  confiders  the  remarkable  turn 

*  of  affairs,  which  has  lately  happened   in  Swe- 

*  den^  and  the  precarious  flate  the  tranquillity  of 

*  this  nation  now  flands  in.  It  is  a  misfortune 
'  attending  a  free  government  in  every  country, 

*  to  have  their  people  divided  into  fa6lions  or 

*  parties  ;   and  this  misfortune  Sweden  of  courfe 

*  relapfed  into,  as  foon  as  they  had  recovered 
^  and  eftcibliflied  their   liberties,    upon  the  de- 

*  mifc 
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mife  of  their  late  Sovereign.  That  kingdom 
is  now  divided  into  two  parties,  one  of  which 
is  for  preferving  the  peace  with  all  its  neigh- 
bours, particularly  Mufcovy^  and  ftridtly  obfer- 
ving  thofe  treaties  that  have  been  concluded 
fmce  the  acceffion  of  their  prefent  King ; 
whereas  the  other,  which  is  the  moll  turbu- 
lent, and  of  courfe  the  moil  popular,  is  for 
taking  the  firft  opportunity  for  endeavouring 
to  recover  thofe  provinces  which  were  dif- 
membered  from  that  kingdom,  by  the  misfor- 
tunes of  the  late  reign,  notwithflanding  their 
having  been  yielded  to  the  potentates  now  in 
pofieffion  of  them,  in  the  mofl  folemn  man- 
ner, and  by  the  mofl  exprefs  and  explicit  trea- 
ties of  peace. 

'  Of  thefe  two  parties,  my  Lords,  the  fird 
has  always  been  for  cultivating  a  good  corre- 
fpondence  with  this  nation  ;  becaufe  they  may 
depend  upon  being  fupported  by  us,  in  cafe 
their  country  fhould  be  uniuftly  attacked  by 
any  ambitious  neighbour :  They  have  nothing 
but  jufl  and  peaceable  views  -,  and  in  thefe, 
they  iland  in  no  need  of  any  alliance  but  that 
of  this  kingdom.  But  the  views  of  the  other 
party,  my  Lords,  are  very  different :  Their 
views  are  unjuil,  and  in  the  profecution  of 
fuch,  they  can  expecl  no  encouragement  or  af- 
fiflance  from  this  nation.  They  can  expecl  al- 
fiflance  from  no  power  in  Europe  but  France  \ 
and  this  makes  them  ready  to  fecond  the  views 
of  that  kingdom,  and  to  enter  into  any  alli- 
ance that  may  be  propofed  to  them  by  the 
zo\\xX.q{  France,  This  party,  by  their  intrigue'-> 
among  the  members  of  the  lail  diet,  and  by 
the  hopes  they  gave  the  people  of  recovering 
their  loll  provinces,  which,  however  impro- 
bable, v/ill  always  be  popular,  have  got  them- 
felves  eflablifhed  in  the  adminiftration  of  pub- 
K  4  \  lick 
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lick  affairs  ^  and,  as  foon  as  they  had  effected 
this,  they  immediately  concluded  an  alHance 
with  France^  and  began  to  make  preparations 
both  by  fea  and  land,  as  if  they  had  fome 
grand  projedt  in  view. 

*  What  the  defign  of  thefe  preparations  may 
be,  or  what  defign  the  French  may  have  in 
giving  fo  large  a  fubfidy  to  Sweden^  and  in  of- 
fering lb  coniiderable  a  fubfidy  to  Denmark, 
are  fecrets  which  the  world  is  not  as  yet  let 
into  •,  but,  confidering  the  precarious  footing 
upon  which  the  peace  between  Spain  and  us 
flands  at  prefent,  and  confidering  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  meafures  France  may  take,  in 
cafe  of  a  war  between  this  nation  and  Spain^  it 
would  have  been  very  imprudent  in  us,  to 
have  allowed  France  to  engage  both  the  nor- 
thern crowns  in  an  alliance,  in  which  there 
would  probably  have  been  fome  fecret  articles, 
which  might  have  been  of  great  prejudice  to 
this  nation.  I  have  already  fhewn,  why  it  was 
impofTible  for  us  to  prevent  the  now  governing 
party  in  Siveden^  from  entering  into  the  alli- 
ance propofed  to  them  by  France ;  therefore, 
the  only  thing  we  could  do,  was  to  prevent 
the  acceffion  of  Denmark  to  that  alliance ;  and 
there  was  no  other  method  for  doing  this,  but 
by  concluding,  with  Dc?imark^  fuch  a  treaty  as 
his  Majeily  tias  now  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
you.  For  this  reafon,  I  am  convinced,  there 
is  no  Lord  in  this  houfe,  that  will  not  readily 
approve  of  this  treaty,  and  moft  chearfully 
concur  in  enabling  his  Majeily  to  make  good 
tliC  engagements  he  has  thereby  entered  into. 
'  iMy  Lords,  the  advantages  that  mull  accrue 
to  this  nation  from  the  treaty  now  before  us, 
appear  upon  the  face  of  the  treaty  itfelf -,  but, 
when  I  tell  your  Lordfhips,  that  no  alliance 
was  ever  more  earneflly  follicited,  than  the  al- 

^  liance 


A.  1739-        DEBATES. 

liance  of  Denmark  was  by  France  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  thefe  advantages  will  appear  to  be 
more  confiderable,  and  the  neceffity  we  were 
under  of  concluding  this  treaty  will  become 
manifeft.  The  fubfidy  we  are  to  pay  to  the 
crown  of  Denmark^  is,  'tis  true,  a  little  extra- 
ordinary ;  but  when  we  confider,  that  a  much 
larger  fubfidy  was  offered  by  France^  we  mull 
conclude;  that  nothing  more  evidently  points 
out  to  us  the  wifdom  of  the  King  of  Denmark^ 
and  his  good  inclinations  towards  this  nation, 
than  his  rejedling,  upon  this  occafion,  the  of- 
fers of  France^  and  accepting  from  us  a  much 
fmaller  fubfidy  than  was  offered  to  him  by 
that  kingdom.  I  fhall  grant,  it  was  more  for 
the  intereft  of  Denmark  to  join  in  an  alliance 
with  this  kingdom,  than  to  join  in  an  alliance 
with  France  \  but,  when  the  intereft  of  a  court 
happens  to  be  oppofite  to  that  of  the  country, 
it  requires  fome  addrefs  in  thofe  that  apply  to 
them.,  it  requires  wifdom  in  the  court  applied 
to,  for  prevailing  upon  them  to  prefer  the  lat- 
ter. This  was  the  cafe  in  our  late  negotiati- 
ons with  Denmark :  It  was  the  intereft  of  that 
court  to  accept  of  the  larger  fubfidy  offered  by 
France  \  it  was  the  intereft  of  the  country  to 
accept  of  the  lefter  fubfidy  offered  by  Great 
Britain.  This,  we  may  fuppofe,  was  fet  in 
its  true  light,  by  thofe  who  were  employed  by 
his  Majefty  in  that  negotiation  ;  and  his  Da- 
ni/h  Majefty*s  natural  good  fenfe  prevailed  with 
him,  as  it  ought,  and,  I  hope,  always  will,  to 
prefer  a  future  intereft  to  a  pre  fen  t  advantage, 
and  to  facriffce  his  own  immediate  intereft  to 
the  happinefs  of  his  country,  and  the  fecurity 
of  his  poftcrity. 

'  I  hope  your  Lordftiips  will  excufe  my  ha- 
*  ving  faid  fo  much  upon  the  firft  part  of  4:he 
^  meftage  now  under  your  confideration,  which 
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IS,  indeed,  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  I  cannot 
fiiggeft  to  myfelf  any  objedtlon  that  can  be 
made  againft  our  complying  with  it ;  and  as  to 
the  other  part  of  the  meflage,  it  appears,  in 
my  way  of  thinking,  as  reafonable  as  the  for- 
mer. I  have  often  heard  thofe  plaufible  argu- 
ments, that  are  commonly  made  ufe  of  againft 
votes  of  credit  and  confidence.  Perhaps  they 
may  be  repeated  upon  this  occafion ;  and,  I 
lliall  allow,  that  fuch  votes  ought  not  to  be 
paffed,  but  in  cafes  of  an  extraordinary  nature. 
I  ihall  grant,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  intro- 
duce the  cuflom  of  concluding  every  fefllon  of 
Parliament  with  a  vote  of  credit  and  confi» 
dence,  to  the  King  then  upon  the  throne  j  but 
this  is  what  was  never  contended  for ;  and 
whatever  may  be  done  upon  any  extraordinary 
emergency,  can  be  no  precedent  for  doing  the 
like,  when  no  fuch  emergency  exifts.  Upon 
fuch  occafions,'  therefore,  wc  are  to  confider 
the  fituation  of  our  affairs  at  that  inftant  of 
time ;  in  order,  from  thence,  to  determine, 
whether  fuch  a  vote  be  then  necefTary  or  no. 
If  we  do  this,  I  believe,  every  Lord  that  hears 
me  muil  agree,  that  a  vote  of  credit  and  con- 
fidence was  never  more  neceflary  than  it  is  at 
this  prefent  conjun6lure.  We  have,  'tis  true, 
a  convention  with  Spain ;  but  that  convention 
is  only  a  fort  of  preliminary :  The  principal 
articles  in  difpute  between  Spain  and  us,  re- 
main yet  to  be  adjuited  ;  and  even  thofe  arti- 
cles, which  by  this  convention  were  finally  fet- 
tled, remain  itill  uncomplied  with.  The  beft 
way  of  fecuring  a  compliance,  is  to  be  in  a 
condition  to  compel  it  •,  and  the  only  method 
by  v/hich  we  can  expe6l  to  have  the  other  ar- 
ticles adjuiled  to  our  own  liking,  is  to  iliew 
that  we  are  ready  to  vindicate  our  rights  by 
force  of  ^rnis,   in  cafe   the  Spaniards   fhould 

'  continue 
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*  continue  obftinate  in  refufing  to  acknowledge 

*  them  by  peaceable  means. 

'  The  feflion,  my  Loms,  is  now  drawing  to- 

*  wards  a  conclufion :  The  Parliament  will  pro- 

*  bably  be  prorogued ;  the  feafon  of  the  year  is 

*  now  fo  far  advanced,  that  it  will  even  become 

*  necefTary  for  his  Majefty  to  prorogue  it,  before 

*  he  can  know  what  may  be  the  refult  of  the 

*  prefent  counfels  of  Spain ;  and  if  we  fliould  fe- 

*  parate,  without  enabling  his  Majefty  to  put  the 

*  nation  into  a  w'arhke  pofture,  as  foon  as  the 

*  exigency  of  our  affairs  may  require,  it  will  en- 

*  courage  the  court  of  Spain^  not  only  to  refufe 

*  giving  us  fatisfadlion  with  regard  to  thofe  dif- 
<  putes  that  remain  as  yet  to  be  adjufted,^  but 
«  alfo   to   refufe   performing  thofe   ftipulations, 

*  which  they  have  exprefsly  promifed  by  that 

*  convention,  which  has  been  ratified  by  both 
^  crowns.  Thus,  by  negleding  to  furnifh  his 
«  Majefty  with  thofe  powers  that  are  necefTary 
'  for  enabling  him  to  ingage  in  a  war,  we  fhall 
^  render  a  war  unavoidable  :  By  a  groundlefs  ap- 

*  prehenfion  of  running  ourfelves  into  a  danger 

*  of  a  domeftick  nature,  we  Ihall  run  ourfelves 

*  into  a  real  foreign  danger  5  and  by  refufing  to 

*  impower  his  Majefty  to  put  the  nation  to  a 

*  fmall  expence,  which,  by  his  being  impower'd 

*  to  do  fo,  may  become  unneceftary,  and  which 

*  we  are  fure  his  Majefty  will  not  put  us  to,  un- 

*  lefs  it  be  necefTary,  we  may  fubjed  the  nation 

*  to  an  immenfe  charge,  which  in  its  prefent  cir- 

*  cumftances,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  it  is  not  well 
'  able  to  bear. 

'  From  thefe  confiderations,  my  Lords,  I  muft 

*  be  of  opinion,    that  there   is  as  much  reafon 

*  for  our  complying  with  the  fecond  part  of  this 

*  meffage,  as  with  die  firfts  and  as  I  can  apprehend 

*  no  danger  from  our  complying  v/ith  both,  I 
^  ftiall  take  the  liberty  to  move  your  Lordftiips 

^  to 
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*  to  refolve,  ^hat  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented 
'  to  his  Majejly^  to  tharik  him  for  laying  before  this 

*  hoiife  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the  King  of 
'  Denmark  •,  and  to  affiire  his  Majejly^  that  this 
'  houfe  will  not  only  concur  in  enabling  him  to  make 

*  good  the  engagements  he  has  entered  into  by  that 

*  treaty  -,  but  alfo  in  enabling  and  fupporting  him  to 

*  make  fuch  further  augmentation  of  his  forces^  ei- 

*  ther  by  fea  or  land^  as  may  become  absolutely  ne- 

*  ceffary ;  and  in  concerting  fuch  meafuresy  as  the 
'  exigency  of  affairs  may  require.* 

The  next  that  fpoke  upon  this  occafion,  was 
the  Lord  Carteret^  whofe  fpeech  was  to  this  ef- 
itdiy  viz, 

'  My  Lords, 
'  The  noble  Duke  has  very  properly  divided 
*•  his  Majefty's  meffage  into  two  parts :  It  con- 
'  fifts,  indeed,  of  two  parts,  and  they  are  of  fo 

*  different  a  nature,  and  fo  diftindt  from  one  an- 

*  other,  that  I  am  furprized  at  his  Majefty's  ha- 

*  ving  been  advifed  to  join  them  together  in  one 

*  and  the  fame  meffage.     They  are  fo  diftini^, 

*  that  it  is  impoffible  to  fpeak  to  them  both  to- 

*  gether ;  and  therefore  I  muft  confider  them  fe- 
'  parately,  as  the  noble  Duke  has  done  before 
'  me. 

*  With  regard  to  the  firfl:  part,    my  Lords, 

*  which   relates  to  the  treaty  lately  concluded 

*  with  Denmark^  if  the  meffage  had  been  con- 

*  fined  to  that  treaty  alone,  I  am  perfuaded  no 

*  objeftion  would  have  been  made,  by  any  Lord 
'^  in  this  houfe,  to  our  complying  with  what  his 
"■  Majefly  delires  •,  and,  as  I  have  often  taken  the 

*  liberty  to  find  fault  with  our  late  meafures,  I 

*  am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  giving 

*  my  approbation  to  fomething,  that  has  been 
^  done  by  thofe  now  at  the  head  of  our  admani- 

*  llration. 
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*  ftration.      In   our  prefent   circumflances,    my 

*  Lords,    and  conftdering  the   prefent   unlucky 

*  pofture  of  affairs  in  Europe,  to  which  we  have, 

*  by  our  late  meafures,  not  a  little  contributed, 

*  the  concluding  of  this  treaty  was  abfolutely  ne- 

*  cefTary  for  us,    in  order  to  prevent  Denmark^s 

*  entering  into  any  engagements  that  might  be 
^  of  dangerous  confequence  to  the  intereil  of  this 

*  nation  in  particular,  and  the  tranquillity  of  Eu- 

*  rope  in  general.     Therefore,    however  expen- 

*  five  this  treaty  may  be  to  us,  yet,  in  the  main  I 

*  mull  think  it  was  a  wife,  a  right,  and  a  necefiary 

*  meafure.     But  at  the  fame  time  I  cannot  help 

*  obferving,  what  can  efcape  the  obfervation  of 

*  no  man,  who  compares  this  treaty  with  thofe 
*^  that  have  been  concluded  upon  former  occafions 

*  between  the  two  crowns.  That  a  nation,  like 
^  a  private  man,  the  lower  it  finks  in  its  credit, 
^  the  dearer  it  mufl  pay  for  every  favour  it  is  o- 
^  bliged  to  fue  for. 

'  This  obfervation  occurs  the  more  readily  to 
^  me,  my  Lords,  becaufe  I  was  once  concerned 
'  in  negotiating  a  treaty  of  the  fame  kind  with 
'  the  crown  of  Denmark.     When  I  had  th.t  ho- 

*  nour  to  be  employed  by  his  late  Majefty  in  his 

*  negotiations  with  the  northern  crowns,  a  treaty 
'  was  concluded  between  him  and  the  King  of 

*  Denmark,  of  the  fame  nature  with  this  now  be- 

*  fore  us  :  But  by  that  treaty  we  paid  but  feventy 

*  crowns  for  each  horfeman  his  Danijh  Majefiy 

*  was  to  keep  in  readinefs  for  our  fervice  ;  where- 

*  as,  by  this  treaty  we  are  to  pay  eighty  crowns 

*  for  every  fuch  horfeman  ;  which  difference, 
'  tho'  it  may  appear  inconfiderable,  when  confi- 

*  dered  with  relpedt   to    each  fingle  man,   yet, 

*  upon  a  thoufand  horfemen,  the  number  fcipu- 

*  lated  by  this  treaty,  it  amounts  to  a  very  large 
^  fum  •,  and  it  is  the  more  confiderable,  becaufe, 

*  by  the  treaty  we  are  obliged  to  p:^y  immedi- 

l  ately 
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ately  one  moiety  of  this  eighty  crowns  for  each 
horfeman,  and  thirty  crowns  for  each  foot  fol- 
dier,  whether  we  have  occafion  for  thefe  troops 
or  no.  In  this  light,  the  difference  of  ten 
crov/ns  upon  each  horfeman  will  appear  to  be 
of  fome  confequence,  efpecially  if  we  confider 
the  prefent  unfortunate  circumftances  of  this 
nation,  and  the  great  charge  we  mufb  be  at,  if 
a  war  fhould  infue  between  us  and  Spain^  which 
I  have,  indeed,  long  thought  inevitable,  and  I 
have  now  more  reafon  to  think  fo,  than  ever  I 
had  before. 

'  Befides  this  difadvantage,  my  Lords,  there 
are  feveral  others,  which  every  Lord  may  fee, 
by  comparing  the  two  treaties  i  but  what  is 
frill  worfe,  this  treaty  can  be  of  no  advantage 
to  us,  except  that  of  preventing  Denmark's  in- 
gaging  againft  us,  unlcfs  we  can  ingage  in  our 
intereft  feveral  other  powers  upon  the  conti- 
nent befides  Denmark,  We  can,  by  this  trea- 
ty, make  no  ufe  of  the  Danijh  troops  in  any 
t^xpedition  we  may  think  fit  to  undertake  a- 
gainft  Spain ;  becaufe  it  is  exprefsly  provided, 
by  the  fixth  article  of  this  treaty.  That  this 
corps  of  Danijh  troops  iliall  not  be  made  ufe 
of  either  in  Italy^  or  upon  the  fleet,  nor  is  it 
to  be  tranfported,  in  whole  or  in  part,  beyond 
fea,  after  it  is  come  out  of  the  territories  of 
Den?nark^  except  for  the  defence  of  the  king- 
doms of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Nay,  if 
France  Ihould  join  with  Spain  againft  us,  we 
could  make  no  ufe  of  this  body  of  Danijh 
troops,  either  againft  Spain  or  France,  unlefs 
we  fhould  have  occafion  to  form  an  army  in 
Germany  or  Flanders  againft  France  %  and  this 
we  neither  can,  nor  Ihall  have  the  leaft  occa- 
fion for,  unlefs  we  can  form  a  confederacy  a- 
mongft  the  Princes  and  States,  v/ho  have  domi- 
'  nions  in  that  part  of  the  worlds   which  we 

*  have 
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have  as  yet,  I  believe,  no  great  hopes  of  be- 
ing able  to  accompliih. 

*  This  treaty  with  Denmark^  iny  Lords,  is  but 
a  preparatory  flep  towards  accomplifning  fo 
great  and  neceflary  a  defign  :  Several  other 
fteps  muft  be  made,  and  particularly^  there  is 
another  power  upon  the  continent,  whom  I 
may  likewife  call  a  northern  power,  whofe  al- 
liance we  ought  to  feek,  upon  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion,  as  much  as  that  of  Denmark.  When  I 
fay  fo,  I  believe  every  Lord  that  hears  me  will 
fuppofe,  I  mean  the  King  of  Prujfia  ♦,  he  is  a 
powerful  Prince  •,  he  is  a  proteilant  Prince,  my 
Lords,  and  one  of  the  chief  fupports  of  the 
proteftant  caufe  in  Germany.  It  is  hardly  pof- 
lible,  that  ever  any  natural  difference  can  arife 
between  this  nation  and  that  crov/n  ;  therefore, 
we  ought  always  to  cultivate  a  good  correfpon- 
dence  with  him  ;  we  ought  even  to  promote 
his  intereft,  and  fupport  his  pretenfions,  as  far 
as  may  be  confiftent  with  our  own  fafety. 
While  we  do  this,  we  may  depend  upon  a 
grateful  return,  becaufe  it  will  always  be  his 
intereft  to  be  grateful  \  which,  amongft  Prin- 
ces, is  the  only  gratitude,  that  can  with  affu- 
rance  be  depended  on.  By  our  religion,  we 
are  imbarked  upon  the  fame  bottom  with  the 
King  of  Pruffia  -,  and  as  there  can  be  no  jarring 
of  interefts  between  the  two  crowns,  we  ought 
to  fupport  one  another  in  all  juft  pretenfions, 
we  ought  to  afTift  one  another  againft  eveiy  un- 
juft  attack.  Therefore,  I  wifh  the  fecond  part 
of  this  mejfTage  had  been  to  acquaint  us  of  a 
new  aUiance  concluded  with  the  King  of  Priif- 
Jia^  and  to  defire,  that  his  Majefty  might  be 
enabled  to  perform  the  engagements  thereby 
entered  into  ;  which,  I  am  fure,  would  have 
I  been  a  fecond  part  more  agreeable  to  the  firll, 
I  '  than 
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than  that  which  now  flands  fecond  in  this  mef" 
fage. 

'  The  danger  of  Swedefis  diflurbing  the  tran- 
quillity  of  the  north,    by  attacking  Mufcovy^ 
was  not  our  only  motive  for  concluding  this 
treaty  with  Denmark:  If  it  had,  I  am  fure  it 
would  have  been  ridiculous  in  us  to  put  our- 
felves  to  fach  an  expence.     We  might  have 
trufted  to  Mufcovy  for  defending  itfelf;   and 
Denmark  w^as  not  only  by  treaty,  but  in  inte- 
reil  obliged  to  afTift  Mufcovy^  in  cafe  it  had 
been  attack'd  by  Sweden-^  therefore  it  would 
have  been  ridiculous  in  us  to  ingage  Denmark^ 
by  a  large  fubfidy,  to  do  what  was  neceffary 
for  their  own  fafety.     But  this,  m.y  Lords,  was 
far  from  being  our  only  motive  \  it  was  our 
own  fafety,   that  made  it  necefiary  for  us  to 
conclude  this  treaty  \    it  was  to  prevent  the 
fleets  of  Denmark  and  Sweden  from  being  join- 
ed with  that  of  France :  Such  a  conjundtion  we 
had,  we  have  fli]l  great  reafon  to  guard  againfl 
on  our  own  account,  and  without  regard  to  the 
tranquillity  of  the  north  *,  becaufe,  in  cafe  of  a 
war  between  us  and  Spain,  we  do  not  know 
what  part  France  may  take  in  the  war :  We  are 
pretty  certain,  I  believe,  it  v/ill  take  no  part 
with  us ;    and  if  the  French  ihould  join  with 
the  Spaniards  againft  us,    it  would  be  of  the 
mofl:  dangerous  confequence,  to  have  the  navy 
of  France  increafed  and  fupported  by  the  lliips 
and  feamen  of  Denmark  as  well  as  Sweden. 
'  This,  my  Lords,  is  what  makes  me  in  ge- 
neral approve  of  the  treaty  now  laid  before  us. 
If  our  credit  had  been  better,  we  might  pro- 
bably have  obtained  it  upon  more  reafonable 
terms,  and  at  a  lefs  expence ;  for  tho'  France 
offered  perhaps  a  larger  fubfidy,  yet  the  terms 
were  far  from  being  fo  advantageous  for  the 
King  or  country  of  Denmark  y  it  was  not  pof- 

'  fible 
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•  fible  they  fhduld  be  fo ;  becaiife,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the   fubiidy  offei-ed  by  the  court  of 
France^  that  court  would  certainly  have  infifled 
upon  a   number  of  feamen  and  fhips  of  war 
from  De7imark^  as  foon  as  they  might  have  oc- 
cafion  for  them :  They  fbood  in  no  need  of  any 
of  the  land  forces  of  Demnark ;  they  flood  in 
great   need  of  their  feamen  and  fhips  of  war  ^ 
therefore,  they  would  certainly  have  ftipulated 
a  number  of  the  latter,  as  a  return  for  the  fub- 
fidy   they  were  to  pay.     This,    the  King  of 
Denmark  could  not  furnifh,  or  keep  in  readi- 
nefs,  without  putting  himfelf  to  a  very  extra- 
ordinary and  a  new  expence.     Whereas  we  de- 
fired  only  a  number  of  land  forces,  which  the 
King  of  Denmark  can  furnifh,  without  putting 
himfelf  to  any  new  expence,  becaufe  he  keeps 
in  confbant  pay  fo  great  a  number  of  regular 
troops,  that  he  can  furnifh  us  with  the  6000 
ftipulated  by  this  treaty,  without  adding  one 
man  to  the  number  he  has  now  in  his  pay. 
*  With  regard,  therefore,  to  the  court  of  Den- 
mark^ it  was  their  intereft  to  accept  of  the  leffer 
fubfidy  from  us,  rather  than  the  larger  fubiidy 
from  France  -,  and  with  regard  to  the  country, 
1  am  fure  it  was  more  for  the  intereft  of  the 
people  of  Denmark  to  fend  away  6000  of  their 
regular  troops,    than   to  fend  away  6000   of 
their  feamen.     The  latter  they  could  not  fpare 
without  difbrefling  their  trade ;  but  as  to  their 
regular  troops,  it  is  for  the  intereft  of  the  peo- 
ple  of  Denmark^    it  is  the  intereft  of  every 
country,  where  fuch  troops  are  kept  up,    to 
have  them  quartered  any  where,  rather  than  at? 
home.     To  this  I  m„uft  add,  my  Lords,  that 
the  terms  offered,  and  the  ensiagements  defired 
by  France^  could  not  but  be  inconfiftent  with 
thofe  treaties  which  are  now  fubfifting  between 
Mufcovy  and  Denmark ;    and,  I  believe,  every 
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*  man  In  Denmark  faw,  that  no  fubfidy  that  was, 

*  or  could  be  offered  by  France^  would  be  equal 
,     '  to  the  prejudice  the  crown  and  country  of  Ben- 

'  mark  might  fuftain,  by  the  forfeiture  of  its  al- 
'  iiance  with  the  Ruffian  Empire. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  the  forfeiture  of  the  friend- 
'  fliip  and  confidence  of  the  court  of  Euffia^  was 
^  not  the  only  prejudice  the  crown  and  king- 
"^  doms  of  Denmark  would  have  fufFered,  by  en- 
'  gaging  in  an  alliance  with  France  upon  this  oc- 
'  cafion.     Such  an  alliance  would  have  been  a 

*  breach  of  that  antient  friendfhip,  which  has  fo 
'  long  fubfiiled  betweeen  Denmark  and  this  king- 
^  dom  •,  and  this  might  have  been  in  many  re- 

*  fpe(51;s  of  fatal  confequence  to  Denmark.  Their 
'  chief  nurfery  for  feamen  depends  upon  their 
^  trade  with  this   kingdom  •,    it   depends   upon 

*  their  being  allowed  to  import  into  this  king- 

*  dom  their  timber,  and  all  forts  of  naval  ftores, 
'  in  their  own  lliipping,  which  is  an  advantage 

*  we  may  take  from  them,  whenever  we  have  a 
'  mind ;  and  if  we  fhould  take  this  advantage 
'  from  them,  their  alliance  would  foon  come  to 
'  be  defpifed  by  France ;  becaufe  it  could  be  of 
'  little  or  no   fervice  to  that  kingdom.     Nay, 

*  without  a  confiderable  number  of  feamen,  and 

*  a  large  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  they  would 
'  not  be  able  to  keep  a  communication  and  a 
'  mutual  dependence  between  the  feveral  parts 

*  of  their  own  dominions :  Their  King  would 

*  then  be  obliged  to  depend  upon  France^  for  the 

*  prefervation  of  his  crown  •,  and  the  certain  con- 

*  fequence  of  this  would  be,  an  abfolute  fubjec- 
'  tion  to  the  King  of  France  •,  which  is  a  danger 

*  they  have  no  reafon  to  apprehend  from  the 
^  King  of  Great  Britain ;  becaufe,  by  the  nature 
'  of  our  government,  our  King  muft  confult  the 
'  happinefs  of  his  people  more  than  his  own 
^  ambition  \  and  it  is  inconfiftent  with  our  hap- 

!  pinefs 
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pincfs  to  attempt  to  make  conquefts  upon  any 
pax^t  of  the  continent  of  Europe. 

'  Thus  it  muil  appear,  my  Lords,  that  the* 
this  treaty  with  the  Banes.,  be  a  meafure  which 
in  our  prefent  circumftances  I  highly  approve, 
yet,  in  our  having  brought  about  fuch  a  trea- 
ty, we  have  no  great  caufe  to  boail  of  our  wif- 
dom  in  politicks,  or  our  fkill  in  negotiation : 
It  was  what  common  fenfe  didated  to  us,  and 
the  circumftances  of  the  two  nations  rendered 
extremely  convenient,  if  not  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  them.  1  v/ifh  we  had  allowed  our- 
felves  to  be  as  much  governed  by  common 
fenfe  in  ail  our  former  treaties  and  negotiati- 
ons :  If  we  had  never  deviated  from  the  dic- 
tates of  common  fenfe,  in  order,  I  believe,  to 
amaze  the  world  with  the  profoundnefs  of  our 
politicks,  neither  the  circumftances  of  this  na- 
tion, nor  the  circumftances  of  Europe.,  would 
have  been  in  the  untoward  pofture  in  which 
they  are  at  prefent. 

'  But  now^  my  Lords,  v/ith  regard  to  the  fe- 
cond  part  of  this  mefiage ;  I  am,  indeed,  not 
a  little  furprized,  how  it  came  to  be  tack'd  to 
the  firft.  As  all  meffages  are,  in  this  houfe, 
fuppofed  to  be  meffages  from  the  minifter,  I 
may  fay,  without  giving  any  juft  offence,  that 
the  two  parts  of  this  meffage  feem  to  have 
been  defignedly  tack'd  together,  in  order  to 
make  the  iirft  part  ferve  as  an  alluring  vehicle, 
for  enticing  us  to  fwallow  down  the  bitter  pilj 
contained  in  the  fecond.  A  general  and  unli- 
mited vote  of  credit  and  confidence,  is  a  thing 
of  a  moft  dangerous  nature.  Such  a  demand, 
our  anceftors  would  have  been  amazed  at,  and 
would  certainly  have  rejeded  with  fcorn.  The 
pradtice  is  but  of  a  modern  date  in  this  king- 
dom. It  was  never  heard  of  before  the  Revo- 
lution i  and  never  became  frequent,  till  this 
L  2  *  nation 
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nation  was  blefled  with  our  prefent  wife  admi* 
niflration.  Since  that  happy  period  began,  I 
fhall  grant,  that  fuch  mefTages  have  been  fre- 
quent, and  always  pundtually  compHed  with, 
notwithilanding  our  having  been  in  a  continual 
courfe  of  peace,  tho'  I  cannot  fay,  tranquil- 
lity, during  the  whole  time.  What  the  rea- 
fons  were  for  making  fuch  demands,  or  what 
the  reafons  were  for  complying  fo  punctually 
v/ith  them,  I  fhall  not  now  enquire  ;  but,  I 
mufl  think,  that  fuch  demands,  and  fuch  com- 
pliances, are  rather  an  omen  of  our  bad  con- 
duce in  time  to  come,  than  a  demonflration  of 
our  good  condu6l  in  time  paft. 
'  Whatever  we  may  think,  my  Lords,  here, 
at  home,  I  have  good  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  frequency  of  fuch  demands,'  and  the  ready 
compliance  they  have  all  met  with,  renders 
our  conftitution  the  common  jefl  of  every  man 
abroad.  Our  pretences  to  liberty  will,  I  fear, 
in  a  fliort  time,  become  as  much  the  ridicule 
of  foreigners,  as  our  late  conduct  has  already 
rendered  our  pretences  to  the  holding  of  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe.  I  was  confirmed 
in  this  opinion,  by  a  queftion  lately  put  to  me 
by  a  French  nobleman  :  He  was  a  man  of  good 
fenfe,  and  yet,  he  one  day  ferioully  afked 
me,  what  difference  there  was  between  the 
Parliament  of  England^  and  the  Parliaments 
they  have  in  France?  I  readily  anfwered,  and 
I  hope  I  had  fome  ground  for  faying,  that  in 
France^  the  King  makes  their  laws  or  edidls, 
and  their  Parliaments  mufl  comply  with  what- 
ever the  King  defires  •,  but  in  England  our  laws 
are  made  by  King  and  Parliament,  and  our 
Parliaments  may  refufe  to  comply  with  what 
the  King  defires.  To  which,  he  as  readily  re- 
plied. In  your  late  hiflory,  we  read  of  feveral 
extraordinary   mefTages    or    demands   fent   by 
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•  your  King  to  his  Parliament,  no  one  of  which 
^  was  ever  refufed  -,  and  pray,  where   is  thie  dif- 

•  ference  between  an  edi6l  made  by  the  King, 

•  and  an  edidl  made  by  King  and  Parhament,  if 
'  the  Parhament  never  refiifes  what  the  King  is 

•  pleafed  to  demand  ?  for,  our  Parhaments  claim 
'  the  privilege  of  refufing  as  well  as  yours ;  and, 

•  if  a  trial  were  to  be  made,  fuch  a  rcfufal 
'  might,  perhaps,  be  found  as  infigniticant  in 
"  England^  as  it  now  appears  to  be  in  France. 

'  This,  I  am  apt  to  believe,  my  Lords,  is 
the  way  of  thinking  in  other  countries,  as  well 
as  France  \  and,  if  a  general  vote  of  credit 
and  confidence  fhould  once  become  a  fort  of 
cuftomary  compliment  from  the  Parliament  to 
the  Crown,  at  the  end  of  every  feflion,  or  as 
often  as  our  minifters  may  think  fit  to  defire 
it,  this  may  become  the  way  of  thinking  at 
home  as  well  as  abroad.  If  this  fhould  ever 
come  to  be  the  cafe,  our  Parliaments  will  of 
courfe  become  defpicable  in  ths  eyes  of  mofb 
of  our  own  people  ;  and,  when  tht  form  of 
an  a6b  of  Parliament  begins  to  be  contemned, 
a  proclamation  may  eafily  and  fafely  be  fubfli- 
tuted  in  its  flead.  It  would,  indeed,  be  happy 
for  the  nation,  it  were  fo  ;  for,  when  a  Parlia- 
ment ceafes  to  be  a  check  upon  minifters,  it 
becomes  an  ufelefs  and  unnecefiary  burden 
upon  the  people.  The  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  in  Parliament,  muft  always  be  paid, 
fome  way  or  other,  by  the  people :  If  their 
wages  are  not  paid  openly  and  fairly  by  their 
refpe6live  conftituents,  as  they  were  formerly, 
a  majority  of  them  may,  in  future  times,  be 
always  ready  to  accept  of  wages  from  the  ad- 
miniflration,  which  muft,  at  laft,  come  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  people,  and  will  h\\  with 
a  much  greater  v/eight  upon  them,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  renders  their  reprefentatives 
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of  no  life  to  them.  There  is  no  way  of  pre-* 
venting  this,  but  by  putting  it  out  of  the 
power  of  minifters  to  pay  wages,  either  to  the 
electors  or  eledled  ;  and  this  can  be  no  way 
done,  but  by  ilridly  confining  pubHck  grants 
to  publick  lervices,  according  to  the  eftimates 
previoufly  dehvered  in  to  ParUament. 
'  But  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  our  conftitution 
could  be  no  way  endangered  by  a  compHance 
with  this  extraordinary  demand,  I  do  not  think 
it  is  in  our  power  to  comply  with  every  article 
of  it.  To  enable  his  Majelly  to  augment  his 
forces  by  land,  is  what,  I  think,  we  cannot 
do,  by  a  vote  of  this  houfe,  We  have  al- 
ready, by  the  mutiny  bill,  limited  the  number 
of  land  forces,  for  the  fervice  of  this  enfu- 
ing  year,  to  17704  men.  By  that  bill,  which 
is  already  pafTed  into  a  law,  we  fay,  that  the 
whole  nuniber  of  men  for  guards  and  garifons 
in  Great  B^-itain^  to  be  kept  up  for  the  enfuing 
year,  Ihall  be  17704  men  •,  and  fhall  we  pre- 
tend, by  a  vote  of  this  houfe,  to  enable  his 
Majefty  to  keep  up  a  greater  number  ?  Would 
not  this  be  repeaHng  an  act  of  Parliament  by 
a  vote  of  this  houfe  ?  Will  any  Lord  pretend 
to  fay  we  have  fuch  a  power  ?  By  the  mutiny 
bill,  my  Lords,  a  certain  h  mi  ted  number  of 
men  are  divefled  of  the  privileges  they  enjoy 
as  Britifi)  fubje6ls,  and  made  liable  to  martial 
law  :  Can  we  add  to  this  number  by  a  vote  ? 
Can  we,  by  fuch  a  method,  diveft  any  one  fin- 
gle  man  in  the  kingdom  of  any  privilege  he 
enjoys  as  a  fubjeft  of  Great  Britain  ?  Such  a 
pretence,  my  Lords,  may  be  of  the  moil  dan- 
gerous confequence  :  If  we  once  begin  to  af- 
fume  fuch  a  power,  I  fliall  expedf,  in  a  little 
time,  to  hear  it  infifted  on,  that  xhc  Habeas  Cor- 
pus aft,  or  Magna  Charta  itfelf,  may  be  fuf- 
pended  by  a  vote  of  this  houfe ;  and  as  fuch  a 
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'  vote  may  be  obtained  by  furprize,  anei  the 
'  Parliament  immediately  difTolved  or  prorogued, 
'  we  may  judge  what  a  precarious  ilate  tlie  liber- 
^  ties  of  this  nation  would  be  in,  fliould  the 
^  leaft  pretence  be  given  for  introducing  fuch  a 
'  maxim. 

'  Therefore,  my  Lords,  however  fond  we 
'  may  be  of  complying  with  the  firfh  part  of 
'  this  mefTage,  I  think,  it  is  evident,  that  we 
'  neither  can  nor  ought  to  comply  with  the  fe- 
'  cond.  Let  us  but  confider  the  ci.rcumftances 
'  we  are  in  with  regard  to  Spain^  and  we  muft 
^  think  it  a  little  odd,  that  fuch  a  meflage 
'  fliould   have  been  fent  to  us  at  fuch  a  time. 

•  In  lefs  than  a  fortaight  we  fhall  be  able  to  de- 
'  termine  pofitively,  whether  we  are  to  have 
'  peace  or  war.  If  we  are  to  have  peace,  there 
'  was  no  occafion  for  fending  fuch  a  meifage, 

•  there  can  be  no  neceillty  for  our  complying 
■  with  it ;   unlefs  we  have  a  miind   to   make   a 

breach  in  our  conflitution,  out  of  mere  com- 
pliment to  the  minifter :  And,  if  we  are  to 
have  war,  we  ought  to  provide  for  the  profe- 
cution  of  that  war,  in  a  regular  and  parlia- 
mentary method.  The  24th  of  this  month,  is 
the  laft  day  Spain  has  for  paying  the  95,000/. 
flipulated  by  the  late  convention.  If  they  fail 
of  performance,  we  muft  go  to  war :  It  would 
be  difhonourable  to  the  laft  degree,  to  fue  for 
a  performance  of  that  article,  by  any  other 
means  than  the  mouth  of  our  cannon.  But, 
if  they  pay  that  fum  of  money,  on  or  before 
that  day,  tho'  it  be  but  a  fmall  recompence 
for  the  damages  we  have  fuftained,  yet  I  fliall 
think  it  a  certain  omen  of  peace,  becaufe  I 
fhall  look  upon  it  as  a  teftimony  of  their  ha- 
ving a  real  inclination  to  do  us  juftice.  For 
this  reafon,  I  think,  the  only  proper  method 
we  can  take  upon  this  occafion,  is  to  refume 
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'  the  houfe,  and  adjourn  the  confideration  of 
'  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  meffage,  to  the 
'  25th  of  this  month  ;  for,  if  it  fhould  then 
^  appear,   that  we  muft  go  to  war,  I  am  fure, 

*  no  Lord  in  this  houfe  can  be  more  zealous, 
'than  I  fhall  be,  for  enabhng  his  Majefly  to 
^  profecute  the  war  in  the  moft  vigorous  and  ef- 
'  fedual  manner/ 

The  next  fpeech  we  fhall  give,  was  that  made 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  fpoke  to  the  efFed 
as  follows,  viz. 

'  My  Lords, 
'  As  moft  of  the  arguments  that  have  been 
'  urged  againft  our  complying  with  this  mef- 
'  fage,  have  been  chiefly  diredled  againft  that 
'  part  of  it,  by  which  his  Majefty  hopes  to  be 
*-  enabled  and  fupported  by  his  Parliament,  in 
^  making  fuch  further  augmentation  of  his  for- 
'  ces,    either  by  fea  or  land,    as  may   become 

*  abfolutely  necefiary,  and  in  concerting  fuch 
'  meafures,  as  the  exigency  of  affairs  may  re- 
'  quire  •,  I  fliall  confine  what  I  have  to  fay  upon 

*  the  fubjed:,  to  that  part  of  the  melTage  -,  for  I 

*  cannot  think  the  noble  Lord  who  propofed  re- 

*  fuming  the  houfe,  was  ferious  when  he  made 
^  that  propofition.  I  cannot  think,  he  really  in- 
"-  tended  we  fhould  defer  a  moment  giving  his 
'  Majefty  the  utmoft  fatisfa61:ion,  as  to  that  part 
"■  of  the  melTage  which  relates  to  the  treaty  with 

*  Demark.  The  noble  Lord  himfelf  gave  one 
*•  of  the  beft  reafons  that  can  be  thought  of,  for 
'  an  immediate  compHance  with  that  part  of  the 

*  meftage.  lie  told  us,  that  in  our  prefent  cir- 
^.  cumftances,  it  was  neceffary  for  us  to  bring  fe- 

*  veral  other  powers,  befides  that  of  Denmark^ 
'  into  an  alliance  with  us.  Whether  this  be  fo 
'  or  not,  I  ftiall  not  pretend  to  determine  ^  but 

'  if 
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^  if  it  is,  I  am  fure,  we  ought  not  to  delay  one 
'  moment,   our  coming  to  a  refolution  to  ap- 

*  prove  of  this  treaty  with  Denmark^  and  to  de- 

*  clare  that  we  will  enable  his  Majefty  to  make 

*  good  the  engagements  he  has  thereby  entered 

*  into.  "What  a  damp  would  it  throw  upon  his 
'  Majefly's  negotiations,  for  concluding  treaties 
'  of  alliance  with  the  other  powers  of  Europe^ 
'  if  they  fhould  hear,  that  the  Parliament  had 
'  delayed  approving  of  the  very  firft  treaty  of 
'  that  kind,  which  his  Majefty  has  thought  fit 
'  to  make  upon  the  prefent  occafion?  This 
'  would  of  courfe  put  a  ftop  to  all  his  Majefty's 
'  negotiations  at  foreign  courts,  and  at  fome  of 

*  them,  it  might  be  the  occafion  of  an  abfolute 
^  difappointment ;  becaufe  it  might,  it  probably 
'  would,  make  fome  of  them  immediately  re~ 
^  folve  to  accept  of  the  terms  offered  by  our 

*  enemies,  who  are  now  endeavouring  to  out-bid 

*  us  at  every  court  in  Europe. 

^  Therefore,  my  Lords,  I  hope  we  fliall  im- 
^  mediately  agree  to  what  the  noble  Duke  has 
'  been  pleafed  to  propofe,  with  regard  to  the 
'  firft  part  of  this  melTage,  whatever  we  may  do 

*  as  to  that  which  regards  the  fecond.  Bur, 
'  even  as  to  the  fecond,  I  cannot  think  there  is 
'  the  leaft  weight  in  any  of  the  objections  that 
'  have  been  made  againft  our  complying  with  it. 

*  Our  conftitution  can  be  no  way  endangered  by 
'  the  Parliament's  giving  the  crown  their  au- 
'  thority,  to  do  what  it  may  do  without  any 
'  fuch  authority.  By  the  very  nature  of  our 
'  conftitution,  the  crown  has,  during  the  recefs 
'  of  Parliament,  a  fort  of  didlatorial  power  to 
'  take  care  ne  quid  detrimenti  refpuhlica  capiat -^^ 
'  and,  in  confequence  of  this  power,  his  Ma- 
'  jefty  may  augment  his  forces,  both  by  fea  and 
'  land,  if  it  fhould  become  abfolutely  neceffary, 
^  and  he  may  concert  fuch  meafures  as  any  fud- 

^  den 
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den  exigency  may  require,  without  a  previous 
authority  from  ParHament  for  that  purpofe. 
When  it  can  be  forefeen,  that  fuch  a  neceflity 
may  probably  happen,  or  that  fuch  an  exigency 
may  probably  arife,  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  be  previoufly  afk'd  ;  and,  when 
that  probability  appears  to  be  in  any  high  de- 
gree, either  from  the  circumftances  of  affairs 
at  the  time,  or  from  what  his  Majefty  then 
communicates,  the  Parliament  ought  to  grant 
the  authority  demanded.  Such  a  meifage  from 
the  crown,  or  the  Parliament's  complying  with 
that  meifage,  is  fo  far  from  being  inconfiilcnt 
with,  that  it  is  highly  agreeable  to  our  confti- 
tution  •,  becaufe,  the  fending  of  fuch  a  mef- 
fage,  is  a  token  of  that  regard  which  the 
crown  ought  always  to  have  for  the  authority 
of  Parliament,  and  a  compliance  with  it,  is  a 
tellimony  of  that  concern  which  the  Parlia- 
ment ought  always  to  have  for  the  publick 
fafety. 

*  I  am  not  at  all  furprized,  my  Lords,  that 
no  fuch  meffage  was  ever  heard  of  before  the 
Revolution.  Before  that  happy  fettlement  of 
our  conftitution,  moft  of  our  Kings  fliewed  asv 
little  regard  to  our  Parliaments  as  they  poffibly 
could.  They  never  afked  either  the  advice  or 
authority  of  Parliament,  but  when  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  for  them  to  do  fo.  Nay,  they 
were  fo  fond  of  prerogative,  and  of  ailing  by 
that  alone,  that  they  attempted  too  many 
things  by  virtue  of  prerogative,  which  ought 
not  to  have  been  done  without  the  authority  of 
Parliament.  But  as  King  William  never  made 
vX^  of  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  but  in 
cafes  in  which  only  it  ought  to  have  been 
made  ufe  of,  that  is,  when  the  publick  fafety 
made  it  neceffary,  he  applied  by  meffage  for 
the  authority  of  Parliament,  as  often  as   he 

«  had 
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'  had  occafion  :  Queen  Anne  did  the  fame :  His 

*  late  Majefty  could  not  fail  of  following  fo 
^  good  an  example  •,  and  if  fuch  meflages  have 

*  been  more  frequent  in  this  reign  than  in  any 
'  former,  it  muft  have  proceeded  from  the  many 
'  changes  that  have  lately  happened  in  the  af- 
'  fairs  of  Europe^  and  the  extraordinary  regard 
^  his  prefent  Majefty  has  for  the  privileges  and 
'  authority  of  Parliament.  It  could  proceed 
'  from  no  fmifter  defign  ;  becaufe  no  bad  ufe 
'  has  been  made  of  the  ready  compliance,  his 
f  Majefty  has  met  with  from  his  Parliament 
f  upon   every  fuch  occafion.     It  cannot   be   fo 

*  much  as   infinuated,   that,   in  confequence  of 

*  thefe  compliances,  his  Majefty  has  put  the  na- 
'  tion  to  any  unnecefTary  expence,  or  that  the 
'  expences  the  nation  has  been  put  to,  in  confe- 

*  quence  of  the  confidence  repofed  from  time  to 
'  time  in  his  Majefty,  have  not  been  regularly 
'  and  ftridly  accounted  for;  and  therefore,  du- 
'  ring   his   prefent   Majefty's   reign   at   leaft,    I 

*  fhould  think,  that  our  paft  experience  ought 

*  to  be  fufficient  for  removing  all  future  jea- 
'  loufy. 

'  But   fuppofe,    my  Lords,    that   our  former 

*  Kings  had  all  endeavoured  as  much  to  ftiew  a 
'  regard  for  the  authority  of  Parliament,  as 
'  fome  of  them  did  endeavour   to   fliew  a  con- 

*  tempt  of  it,  yet,  before  the  Revolution,  there 
^  was  no  occafion  for  any  fuch  meffage,  becaufe 
^  the  cuftom  of  appropriating  the  publick  grants 
'  to  their  refpe6tive  femces  did  not  till  then 
'  take  place.  Before  that  time,  the  publick 
'  grants  were  made  without  any  appropriation  ; 
^  fo  that  the  King,  or  his  fervants  by  his  autho- 

*  rity,  could  apply  the  money  to  fuch  fervices 
'  as  they  thought  moft  prefTing ;  and,  if  any 
^  fudden  emergency  happened,  which  required 
l  an  extraordinary  and  immediate  expence,  the 

^  fervices 
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fervlces  that  were  not  fo  prefTing,  were  put 
off,  or  left  unfupplied,  till  the  Parliament 
fhou]d  meet,  in  order  to  make  a  new  pro- 
vifion  for  them,  and  the  money  defigned  for 
them  was  applied  to  thofe  unforefeen  exigen- 
cies which  demanded  an  immediate  fupply. 
Whereas,  fince  the  cuflom  prevailed,  of  ap- 
propriating all  parliamentary  grants  to  their 
refpe6tive  fervices,  no  miniiler  can,  even  by 
his  Majelly's  authority,  apply  to  one  fervice, 
however  urgent,  what  has  been  appropriated 
by  Parliament  to  another ;  and  therefore,  when 
there  is  a  probability,  that  fome  fervices  may 
accidentally  arife,  during  the  recefs  of  Parlia- 
ment, that  could  not  be  forefeen,  or  that 
could  not  be  regularly  provided  for  by  Parlia- 
ment, it  becomes  neceffary  to  furnifh  his  Ma- 
jefty  with  fuch  a  credit  and  confidence,  as  is 
demanded  by  the  fecond  part  of  the  meflage, 
now  under  our  confideration. 
'  As  this  credit  and  confidence,  my  Lords, 
can  laft  no  longer  than  till  next  feflion  of  Par- 
liament, and  as  every  following  feflion  of  Par- 
liament muft  neceffarily  begin,  within  feven  or 
eight  months  after  the  expiration  of  the  pre- 
ceding, it  is  impoflible  to  fuppofe,  that  any 
fuch  vote  of  credit  and  confidence  can  ever  be 
of  dangerous  confequence  to  our  conflitution ; 
becaufe,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  it  will  always  be 
impoflible  to  raife  and  difcipline  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  forces,  or  to  levy  fuch  fums  of  money, 
as  would  be  neceffary  for  overturning  the  liber- 
ties of  this  nation ;  efpecially,  if  we  confider, 
that,  by  virtue  of  fuch  a  vote  of  credit  and 
confidence,  his  Majelly  can  impofe  no  taxes, 
nor  force  any  loans,  nor  can  any  man  thereby 
be  compelled  to  lift  in  his  Majefty's  land  fer- 
vice. If  the  adminiftration  ihould  attempt  to 
I  levy  forces,   or  borrow   money,   without   any 

'  auparent 
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apparent  neceflity,  the  people  would  Imme- 
diately become  jealous  of  their  having  defigns 
againft  the  liberties  of  their  country  ;  and,  in 
that  cafe,  no  man  would  lend  money  to  the 
government,  or  lift  in  the  government's  fer- 
vice :  Even  the  officers  of  the  army  them- 
felves,  will  be  apt  to  declare  againft  fuch  new 
levies,  and  if  they  did  not  refufe  to  obey, 
they  would  certainly  be  very  negligent  in  ful- 
filling the  orders  iffued  for  that  purpofe  1 
which  would  of  courfe  render  the  defigns  of 
the  adminiftration  abortive,  and  next  feflion  of 
Parliament  would  certainly  punifti  them  for 
the  attempt. 

'  Thus  it  muft  appear,  my  Lords,  that  our 
conftitution  can  be  brought  into  no  danger,  by 
our  complying  with  what  is  propofed ;  and  as 
to  our  having  a  power  to  comply  with  every 
thing  demanded  by  this  meffage,  I  wonder  to 
hear  it  made  the  leaft  doubt  of.  We  have 
not,  my  Lords,  by  the  mutiny  bill,  confined 
or  limited  the  number  of  troops  to  be  kept  up 
for  the  enfuing  year.  We  had  no  occafion  to 
do  fo ;  becaufe,  the  keeping  up  of  any  num- 
ber of  troops,  within  this  Idngdom,  in  time  of 
peace,  without  confent  of  Parliament,  is,  by 
the  nature  of  our  conftitution  illegal,  and  is 
exprefsly  declared  to  be  fo,  not  only  by  the 
claim  of  right,  but  by  the  preamble  to  that 
very  bill  itfelf  For  this  reafon,  a  certain 
number  of  troops  is  mentioned  in  the  pream- 
ble to  that  bill,  in  order  that  we  may  give  our 
confent  to  the  keeping  up  of  that  number; 
but  none  of  the  enading  claufes  relate  to  that 
number,  or  any  other  number.  They  relate 
to  all  the  troops  that  Ihall  be  kept  up ;  and  if, 
by  any  future  vote,  we  give  our  confent  to  the 
keeping  up  of  a  greater  number  than  is  men- 
l  tioned  in  the  preamble  of  that  bill,  the  enadb- 
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ing  claufes  relate  to,  and  comprehend  the  ad- 
ditional number,  as  well  as  the  number  men- 
tioned in  the  preamble.  Therefore,  the  refo- 
lution  we  may  come  to  upon  this  occafion,  can 
no  way  be  underfbood  as  a  repeal,  or  as  an  al- 
teration of  the  mutiny  bill :  It  can  be  confi- 
dered  only  as  a  fignification  of  the  confent  of 
Parliament,  to  the  keeping  up  of  a  greater 
number  of  troops  than  were  thought  neceffary 
when  the  mutiny  bill  was  pafTed  ;  and  furely 
the  confent  of  Parliament  may  be  figniiied  by 
a  vote  or  refolution,  in  purfuance  of  a  meiTage 
from  his  Majefty,  as  well  as  by  the 
to  a  bill. 

'  We  do  not,  my  Lords,  by  the 
now  propofed,  fubjed  any  man  in 
dom'to  martial  law,  nor  do  we  diveft  any  man 
in  the  kingdom  of  the  privileges  he  enjoys,  or 
ought  to  enjoy,  as  a  fubjed  of  Great  Britain, 
It  is  already  done  to  our  hands,  by  the  mutiny 
bill,  v/hich  is  now  palTed  into  a  law.  By  that 
bill,  every  man  that  fhall  voluntarily  lift  him- 
felf  in  his  Majefty's  land  fervice,  without  any 
reftridlion  as  to  the  number  of  men  fo  to  be 
lifted,  is  made  liable  to  martial  law ;  and,  by 
the  refolution  now  propofed,  we  only  give 
our  confent  to  his  Majefty's  taking  a  greater 
number  into  that  fervice,  than  we  confented  to 
by  the  preamble  of  that  bill.  There  is  no- 
thing therefore  in  what  is  now  propofed,  that 
can  furnifli  the  leaft  pretence  for  laying  it 
down  as  a  maxim,  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft, 
or  any  other  aft,  can  be  fufpended  by  a  vote 
of  both,  or  either  houfe  of  Parliament. 
'  From  what  I  have  faid,  my  Lords,  I  hope 
it  will  appear,  that  there  is  no  weight  in  any 
of  the  objeftions  made  to  our  complying  with 
this  meflage.  But,  in  my  opinion,  our  refu- 
*  fing,  or  even  delaying  to  comply,  may,  in  the 

*  prefent 
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^  prefent   ticklifh  conjun6cure  of  affairs,   be  at- 

*  tended  with  the  moft  fatal  confequences.  Spaiji 
'  has  ahxady  long  depended  upon  gaining  fome 

*  advantages  from  our  inteftine  divifions.  It  is 
'  to  this  only,  we  can  with  juilice  impute  the 
^  obftinacy  they  have  fliewn  in  refufing  to  do  us 

*  juftice.  They  have,  at  laft,  promifed  to  make 
'  us  fome  fatisfa6fion  for  paft  injuries ;  and  the 
'  term  allowed  them  for  performing  that  pro- 

*  mife,  is  now  near  expired  ;  but,  if  the. 95,000/. 

*  which  they  are  to  pay  to  us  on  that  account, 

*  were  now  in  London^  and  ready  to  be  paid,  I 
'  do  not  know  but  our  delaying  to  give  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  the  fatisfadlion  of  complying  with  his 
'  moft   gracious    meffage,    would   prevent   that 

*  fum's  being  paid  within  the  term  limited. 
'  The  agents  for  Spam  would  immediately  begin 

*  to  exped  a  breach  between  his  Majefty  and  his 
^  Parliament,  which  would  of  courfe  encourage 
'  them  to  delay  making  that  ftipulated  payment, 

*  till  they  had  new  inftruclions  from  SpaiJi ;  and 

*  thus,  by  delaying  to  agree  with  his  Majefty's 

*  meffage,  we  fhould  render  a  war  unavoidable, 
'  at  the  fame  time  that  we  rendered  it  impoffible 

*  for  his  Majefty  to  provide  for  it,  either  by  al- 

*  liances  abroad,  or  armaments  at  home.  For 
'  thefe  reafons,  I  fhall  moft  heartily  join  with 

*  the  noble  Duke   in  the  motion  he  has  made, 

*  and  I  hope  we  ftiall  have  the  concurrence  of  a 

*  majority  of  this  houfe/ 

The  next  fpeech  we  fliall  give,  was  made  by 
the  Duke  of  Argyle^  the  purport  of  which  was 
as  follows,  viz, 

'  My  Lords, 
*  It  is  no  new  thing  to  fee  the  demands  and  Duke  of 
^  the  proje6ls  of  minifters  ulhered  into  this  houfe  j^'^^'''® 

*  under  the  name  of  our  Sovereign  :  When  any 

3  '  extra- 
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*  extraordinary  demand  is  to  be  made,  or  wheii 

*  any  dangerous  powers  are  to  be  afked  for  by 
^  our  minifters,  it  has  always  been  their  cuilom, 
'  to  fcreen  themfelves  under  the  facred  name  of 

*  Majefly ;    and   when   fuch   demands    are    op- 

*  pofed  by  thofe  who  have  a  true   regard  for 

*  their  Sovereign,  but  no  very  great  regard,  per- 

*  haps^  for  his  miniflers,  the  advocates  for  thofe 

*  demands,  are  fure  to  follow  the  example  that 

*  has  been  fet  them,   by  introducing  his  Maje- 

*  fty's  name  into  every  part  of  the  debate.     Our 

*  miniflers  afk  a  power  to  put  the  nation  to 
'  what   expence  they  pleafe,    and  as   an  argu- 

*  ment  for  our  complying  with  this  demand,  we 
'  are  told,  his  Majefty  never  put  the  nation  to 
'  any   unnecefTary  expence  :    Our  miniflers  afk 

*  fuch  powers  as  will,  of  courfe,  if  they  are  fre- 
'  quently  granted,  render  Parliaments  of  no  ufe 

*  to  the  people,  whatever  they  may  be  to  an  ad- 
'  miniflration ;  and  to  induce  us  to  render  our- 

*  felves  ufelefs,  we  are  told,  that  this  modefl 
'  demand  proceeds  from  the  great  regard  his 
'  Majefly  has  for  the  authority  of  Parliament. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  is  a  way  of  arguing^  that 
'  mufl  lay  your  Lordfhips  under  great  dilHcul- 

*  ties,  and  is,  I  am  fure,  no  fign  of  any  true  re- 
'  gard  for  the  King,  whofe  name  ought  never  to 
'  be  introduced  into  any  debate ;  therefore  I 
'  wifh  that  all  fuch  meflages  were  fent  hither 
'  in  the  name  of  thofe  that  advife  them,  whomi 
'  I  fhall  always  look  on  as  the  perfons  that  really 

*  fend  them.  It  is  upon  me  particularly  a  great 
'  hardfhip,  to  fee  any  thing  fent  hither  in  his 
'  Majefly's  name  which  I  do  not  approve  of  j 
'  for  as  the  King  is  not  only  my  Sovereign,  but 

*  my  Mafler,  it  is  with  the  utmofl  reluctance  I 

*  can  fay  any  thing  againfl  a  proportion  that  ap- 

*  pears  in  his  name.  But,  my  Lords,  I  know 
^  his  Majefly  fo  well,  I  am  fo  well  afTured  of 

''  the 
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*  the  regard  he  has  for  our  conftitution,  that  I 

*  cannot  Jook  upon  this  antlconftitutlonal  meilage 

*  as  coming  from  him.     I  muft  confider  it  as  a 

*  meflage  from  fome  of  his  minifters,  and  I  Ihall 
•treat  it  accordingly. 

*  It  is  a  meflage,  my  Lords,  of  a  moll:  danger- 

*  ous  nature ;  for  if  fuch  meflages  fhould  be  tre- 

*  quently  fent,  and  frequently  complied  with,  it 
«  will  end  in  a  total  overthrow  of  our  conftitution. 

*  The  bufinefs  of  Parliament  is  to  prevent  its  beirig 

*  pofTible  to  run  the  nation  into  any  needlefs  ex- 

*  pence;  for  after  a  needlefs  expence  is  incurred, 

*  we  may  punifh  the  advifers,  but  there  is  no  re- 

*  calling  the  expence.  The  guilty  head  of  a  wick- 

*  ed  or  weak  minifter  is  but  a  poor  atonement  to 
'  the  nation;  and  his  fortune,  however  immenfe, 
'  may  prove  but  a  very  infufficient  recompence  for 
'  the  damage  the  nation  may  fuffer,  and  the  charge 
'  it  may  be  put  to,  by  one  ridiculous  or  imprudent 
'  meafure.  For  this  reafon  the  Parliament  ought 
^  to  examine  and  judge  of  the  fervices,  before  they 
'  think  of  granting  funds  for  fupplying  thofe  fer- 
'  vices;  and  it  is  for  this  reafon  that  particular 
^  eftlmates  of  the  refpedive  fervices  neceftary  for 
'  the  enfuing  year,  are  always  laid  before  Parlia- 
^  ment.  From  thofe  eftimates  we  can  judge,  not 
'  only  of  the  fervices  intended,  but  alfo  of  the 
^  fums  neceflary  for  fupplying  thofe  fervices;  and 
'  if  we  difapprove  of  the  fervices,  we  may,  and 

*  ought  to  refufe  granting  any  funds  for  their  fup- 
'  ply;  or  if  we  think  the  fums  demanded  too 
'  large,  we  may,  and  ought  to  grant  no  more  than 
^  what  fhali  appear  to  be  abfoiutely  neceflary  for 
'  the  fupply  of  thofe  fervices  we  approve  of.    But 

*  by  granting  fuch  a  vote  of  credit  and  confidence 

*  as  is  demanded  by  this  mefiage,  we  can  neither 

*  judge  of  the  meafures  intended,  nor  of  the  fums 
^  neceflary  for  the  execution  of  thofe  meafures; 
^  whereby  we  render  ourfelves  quite  ufelefs,  as  to 

VoL.XVIIL  M  *  that 
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'  that  of  being  able  to  prevent  the  nation's  being 
^  put  to  any  unneceflary  expence :  Therefore,  if 

*  fuch  a  vote  as  this  now  demanded,  fhould  once 
'  come  to  be  an  ufual  methodical  conclufion  to 
'  each  feffion  of  Parliament,  I  fhall  then  begin  to 
'  think  Parliaments  of  no  ufe  to,  I  fhall  think 
'  them  a  moft  unnecefiary  burden  upon  the  people, 

'  We  are  told,  my  Lords,  that  an  account  fhall 

*  be  laid  before  next  feflion  of  Parliament,  of  all 
'  the  extraordinary  expences  the  nation  may  be  put 
'  to,  by  virtue  of  the  credit  and  confidence  now 

*  demanded.  What  iignifies  this  to  the  nation  ? 
'  Will  this  make  good  the  expence  that  may  be 

*  unnecefiarily  incurred  ?  Will  this  atone  for  the 
'  damage  the  nation  may  fuftain  by  a  rafh  or  ridi- 
'  culous  proje6l  I  Such  an  after- account  can.  In  my 
'  opinion,  never  be  of  the  leail  fignification.  I 
'  fhall  never  think,  that  a  Parliament  that  will 
*■  grant  fuch  a  credit  and  confidence,  will  ever  find 

*  fault  with  any  expence  the  nation  may  be  put  to 

*  in  purfuance  of  that  credit  and  confidence,  or 
'  that  they  will  find  fault  with  any  article  in  the 

*  account.     In  fuch  a  Parliament,  I  fhall  always 

*  expedl  to  fee  panegyrical  votes  of  approbation 
'  pafTed  in  every  following  feffion,  with  regard  to 
'  thofe  meafures  that  were  undertaken,  and  thofe 
'  expences  that  were  incurred,  in  purfuance  of  a 
'  vote  of  unlimited  credit  and  confidence  pafTed  in 

*  the  preceding.  And  if  a  nev/  Parliament  fhould 
'  intervene,  there  is  nothing  can  be  of  more  fervice 
'  to  a  miniiier,  for  enabling  him  to  get  a  houfe  of 

*  Commons  to  his  mind,  than  his  being  appointed 

*  the  fole  and  whole  executor  of  the  expiring  Par- 
'  liament.  Therefore,  if  a  check  be  not  put  to 
'  the  fending  of  fuch  mefTages  as  this  now  under 
'  our  confideration,  T  fhall  foon  exped:  to  fee  every 
'  feffion  of  Parliament  open  with  a  general  appro- 
*•  bation  of"  all  the  miniiier  has  done  in  time  pafl^ 

^  and 
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«  and  conclude  with  a  general  power  to  do  what- 

•  ever  he  pleafes  in  time  to  come. 

*  My  Lords,  let  us  but  examine  the  arguments 
'  made  ufe  of  upon  this  occafion,  and  we  fhall  findj 
'^  that  mod  of  them  may,  with  equal  v/eight,  be 
'  made  ufe  of  at  the  end  of  every  fefiion.  We  are 
'  told,  that  during  the  recefs  of  Parliament,  his 
'  Majefty  has  a  fort  of  diclatorial  power,  which 
^  would  enable  him  to  do  all  that  is  de/ired  by  this 
'  mellage,  and  that  therefore  our  conftitution  can 
^  never  be  in  any  danger,  by  our  giving  him  art 
^  authority  to  do  what  he  might  do  without  any 
^  fuch  previous  authority.  Is  not  this,  my  Lords^ 
'  an  argument  that  may  be  made  ufe  of  with  equal 

•  weight  at  the  end  of  every  fefTion  ?  Can  we  fup- 

•  pofe  a  time  when  it  may  be  pofitively  affirmed, 
'  that  no  fudden  emergency  can  arife  during  the 
'  recefs  .f'  We  can  now,  or  at  leaft  we  m.ay  in  a  f^w 
'  days,  as  certainly  forefee  what  will  happen  du- 

'  ring  the  recefs,  as  we  can  ever  do  at  the  end  of 

'  any  felTion  of  Parliament.    Therefore,  the  timing 

•  of  this  meiTage  deferves  our  particular  notice. 
'  It  feems  calculated  for  eftablifhing  it  as  a  cuftom^ 

■  that  at  the  end  of  every  feiTion,  our  Parliament 

■  ought  to  inveft  our  minifters  with  an  abfolute 

•  power,  and  an  unlimited  credit.     I  fnall  grants 

■  that  in  cafe  of  a  very  fudden  and  very  imminent 
'  danger,  the  crown  has  a  fort  of  dId:atorial  power  $ 

■  but  I  will  fay,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  Parliament 
ought  to  be  alTembled  as  foon  as  pofTible.    I  will 

'  fay,  that  no  good  man,  no  wife  minifter  would 

'  advife  the  crown  to  make  ufe  of  that  power  for 

one  week  longer  than  neceflity  required  j  fo  that 

the  exercife  of  it  can  never,  by  our  conftitution, 

'  laft  for  above  five  or  fix  weeks;  whereas,  by 

■  granting  fuch  a  parliamentary  authority  as  is  nov/ 

■  demanded,  we  give  our  minifters  an  authority, 

•  or  at  leaft  a  pretence,  for  exercifing  that  didato- 
'  rial  power  for  kven  or  eight  months.     In  the 
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*  former  cafe,  the  exercife  of  it  can  never  be  of  any 

*  dangerous  confequence,  becaufe  our  people  would 

*  not  fubmit  to  It,  if  exercifed  without  an  apparent 

*  neceflity,  or  without  fummoning  the  Parliament 

*  to  aflemble  as  foon  as  poflible  *,  and  in  fo  fhort  a 

*  time  no  dangerous  ufe  can  be  made  of  it.     But 

*  when  the  exercife  of  this  power  Is  founded  upon 
'  a  previous  authority  from  Parliament,  the  people 
"•  will  fubmit  to  it  without  enquiry;  and,  in  fo 
'  long  a  time,  fuch  an  ufe  may  be  made  of  it,  as 
'  may  render  it  perpetual;  for  our  minifters,  In 
'  fuch  a  cafe,  would  never  allow  the  Parliament  to 
'  afiemble,  unlefs  they  were  fure  of  having  fuch  a 
'  Parliament,  as  would  begin  the  feflion  by  appro- 
'  ving  of  the  ufe  they  had  made  of  their  power, 
'  and  conclude  the  feflion  with  giving  them  a  re- 
'  newal  of  their  term. 

'  If  we  are  to  have  peace,  if  there  Is  the  leaft 
^  probability  that  Spain  will  comply,  even  with 
'  that  nominal  fatisfadlion  we  have  fubmitted  to 

*  accept  of,  there  can  be  no  reafon  for  our  com- 

*  plying  with  this  meffage,  there  could  be  no  rea- 
'  fon  for  fending  it,  befide  that  I  have  mentioned, 

*  But,  my  Lords,  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  we 

*  {hall  have  peace.  I  believe  we  muft  at  Tail  go  to 
*•  war.  The  Spaniards  will  do  nothing,  as  long  as 
'  they  have  fuch  a  contemptible  opinion  of  us. 
'  We  muft  beat  them  into  a  better,  I  hope  a  right- 

*  er  opinion  of  us,  before  we  can  expeA  they  will 

*  give  us  either  fatisfadion  or  fecurity.  If  this  be 
'  the  cafe,  why  do  not  our  minifters  tell  us  fo  ? 
*•  The  King,  I  know,  is  for  laying  every  thing 
'  before  us.  The  minifters  ought,  it  is  their  in- 
'  tereft  to  do  fo.  It  is  the  intereft,  at  leaft  of  the 
'  majority  of  them,  to  lay  every  thing  fairly  and 
'  openly  before  Parliament.     We  could  then  pro- 

*  vide  for  war  in  a  regular  parliamentary  method. 

*  But  this,  we  are  told,  would  be  divulging  the 
^  fecrets  of  the  government:  It  would  be  declaring 

*  war 
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*  war  againft  Spain^  before  we  have  provided  for 
«  carrying  it  on.  What  I  are  we  then  to  fteal  a 
«  war  upon  the  Spaniards  ?  Are  we  to  fteal  a  fa- 
^  tisfa<5Hon  from  that  contemptible,  though  infolent 


nation  ? 


*  My  Lords,  we  have  no  occafion  to  do  fo; 
and  I  am  fure  we  ought  not  to  make  an  incroach- 
ment  upon  our  conftitution  for  fuch  a  needlefs, 
fuch  an  infignificant  purpofe.  If  the  war  be 
profecuted  in  a  proper  and  vigorous  manner,  we 
now  have,  or  may  have,  before  they  can  prepare 
for  their  defence,  a  fufficlent  force  both  at  land 
and  fea ;  a  force  that  may  fully  enable  us,  not 
only  to  defend  ourfelves,  but  to  revenge,  in  the 
moft  ample  manner,  the  infults  they  have  put 
upon  the  nation,  and  the  depredations  they  have 
committed  upon  our  merchants.  This,  I  fay, 
we  have  a  power  to  do,  but  God  knows  what 
may  be  done,  if  our  warlike  meafures  be  con- 
duced with  the  fame  fort  of  fpirit,  that  our 
peaceable  meafures  have  been  for  fo  many  years 
paft.  I  have,  my  Lords,  lived  a  long  while  in 
the  world :  I  have  lived  fo  long  as  to  wonder  at 

nothing. 1  beg  pardon,  there  is  ftill  one  thing 

I  fhould  wonder  at :  I  fhould  wonder,  if  thofe 
who  have  brought  us  into  fuch  a  deplorable  and 
contemptible  ftate,  fhould  ever  be  able  to  bring 
us  out  of  it,  or  to  recover  either  our  charadler  or 
their  own. 

*  For  God  fake,  my  Lords,  what  are  we  afraid  of? 
Are  we  afraid  of  Spain  ?  That  cannot  be.  Are  we 
afraid  left  Spain  ft\ould  be  fupported  by  France? 
What  then  ?  Muft  we  do  nothing  but  what  France 
gives  us  leave  to  do  ?  Muft  we  make  a  facrifice 
of  our  trade,  our  navigation,  our  honour,  becaufe 
France  commands  it,  and  threatens  us  with  cor- 
rection if  we  do  not  obey.  My  Lords,  we  had 
better  fubmit  to  become  a  province  to  France^ 
becaufe  they  would  then  think  themfelves  obli- 
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?  ged  to  defend  us.  But  this  I  fhall  never  fubmit 
f  to,  I  fhall  chufe  to  die  with  my  fword  in  my 
hand,  rather  than  meanly  live  to  fee  my  country 
made  a  French  province  •,  and  if  this  fliould  ever 
come  to  be  the  queftion,  I  hope  I  fhoula  ftill 
find  in  this  kingdom  many  companions-,  lam 
fure  every  true  Briton  would  fhare  the  fame  fate 
with  me.  With  fuch  men,  to  live  or  not  to  live, 
can  never  be  the  queflion  of  mofl  importance. 
To  live  freely,  or  die  bravely,  has  been  the  re- 
folution  of  our  anceflors  in  all  ages  pafl  -,  I  hope 
it  is  the  refolution  of  the  prefent  generation,  I 
hope  it  will  be  the  refolution  of  our  poflerity  in 
all  ages  to  come, 

*  With  regard  to  Spain,  my  Lords,  if  they  do 
not  give  us  immediate  fatisfa6lion,  we  are  under 
an  abfolute  necefTity  of  declaring  war,  let  who 
will  take  their  part.  The  principal  affair  in  dif- 
pute  between  them  and  us,  is  of  fuch  a  nature^ 
that  GVQn  France  will  not,  I  believe,  take  their 
part;  and  I  believe  it,  becaufe  it  Is  neither  her 
interefl  to  do  fo,  nor  is  fhe  prepared  for  it.  It 
is  not  the  interefl  of  France  to  eftablifh  thofe 
ciaim.s  which  the  Spaniards  have  lately  fet  up  a- 

•  gainfl  us ;  becaufe  they  may  one  day  be  made 
■  ufe  of  againfl  France  as  well  as  againft  us.  Anil 
''  fuppofe  the  French  fhould  miflake  their  interefl, 
'  which  they  feldom  do,  what  can  they  do  againfl 
^  us  ?  They  can  make  ufe  of  nothing  but  a  naval 
^  force  againfl  us,  which  they  are  at  prefent  un- 
^  provided  v/ith ;  and  in  cafe  of  an  open  war,  we 
'  m.ay  take  care  they  never  fhall.     The  French 

•  court  may  encourage  the  claims  of  Spain,  whilfl 
^  they  are  made  to  operate  only  againfl  this  nation  j 
^  becaufe  every  thing  that  is  a  difcouragement  to, 
^  our  trade,  is  an  encouragement  to  that  of  Frajice, 

•  They  may  even  bully  and  hedor,  in  order  to 
'^  make  us  fubmit  as  patiently  to  the  claims  o^  Spain 
'  for  twenty  years  to  come,  as  we  have  done  for 

^  twenty 
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^  twenty  years  pail  -,  becaufe,  by  fuch  a  fubmlfiion, 

*  the  trade  of  this  kingdom  would  be  very  much 

*  leflened,  and  their  trade  as  much  advanced ;  but 
«  if  we  once  begin  to  reafTume  our  antient  character, 

*  if  we  once  refolve  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  our 

*  country,  notwithftanding  the  unfortunate  fitua- 

*  tion  the  affairs  of  Europe  are  by  fome  late  mea- 

*  fures  reduced  to,  yet,  I  believe,  France  will  be 
'  extremely  cautious  of  engaging  in  a  war,  for 
'  fupporting  Spain  m  claims  which  all  the  world 
'  mud  fee  to  be  unjuft.     Agaihft  this  nation,  their 

*  numerous  land  armies  fignify  nothing,  without 

*  a  fuperior  naval  force,  and  that,  they  know,  they 

*  neither  have,  nor  could  provide  themfelves  with 
'  in  time  of  war.     The  certain  confequence  of  a 

*  war  with  this  nation,  would  be  a  full  ftop  to 
'  their  trade,  and  if  well  condu6ted  on  our  part, 

*  it  might  be  attended  with  the  ruin  of  moft  of 

*  their  fettlements  in  the  Eafi  and  Weft-Indies  \ 
^  which  is  a  riik  we  can  hardly  fuppofe  the  French 

*  will  run,  for  the  fake  of  fupporting  Spain^  in 
^  claims  that  may  hereafter  be  made  to  operate  a- 

*  gainft  themfelves.   Beiides  this  danger,  whatever 

*  our  own  minifters  may  think,  the  French  mini- 
^  fters  know,  that  this  nation  has  many  natural  and 
^  powerful  allies  upon  the  continent,  and  they  like- 

*  wife  know,  that  vigorous  refolutions,  vigoroufly 
^  and  wifely  executed,  would  reconcile  to  us  thofe 

*  allies  whom  our  late  condud  has  eftranged  from 

*  us.     From  all  which,  my  Lords,  I  mufl  be  of 

*  opinion,  that  the  danger  of  France's  engaging  in 
'  the  v/ar,  is  not  near  fo  hideous  as  the  daftardly 
^  imaginations  of  fome  people  may  reprefent.  I 
^  am  perfuaded,  they  will  not  venture  to  ingage, 
^  unlefs  they  forefee,  that  the  fame  fpirit,   which 

*  has  rendered  our  peaceable  meafures  ineffectual^ 
^  may  probably  have  fuch  an  influence,  as  to  ren- 
^  der  moll  of  our  warlike  meafures  abordve. 
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*  But,  my  Lords,  if  we  do  go  to  war,  I  hope 

*  the  natural  fplrit  of  this  nation  will  revive,  I 
^  hope  it  will  begin  to  exert  itfelf ;  and  if  it  does, 
'  I  am  fure  it  will  get  the  better  of  every  thing 
'  that  can,  of  every  man  that  dare  oppofe  it.  I 
'  mud  therefore  think  we  have  nothing  to  appre- 
^  hend,  for  this  year  at  leaft,  from  France  j  and 
'  againil  Spain  alone,  we  have  no  occafion  to 
*■  make  a  fccret  of  our  defigns.     We  have  now  a 

*  fleet  at  (ea,    fuperior  to  any  they  can  fit  out 

*  againft  us :  We  have  a  number  of  troops  to  put 
''  Oil  hoard,  fufficient  for  attacking  them  in  that 
^  part,  where  alone  we  ought  to  attack  them. 
*-  What  then  fhould  hinder  us  from  declaring  war, 
*^  the  moment  we  find  they  defpife  us  fo  much  as 
^  to  difregard  every  engagement  they  make  with 
'  us  ?  Why  fhould  we  make  an  incroachment 
*^  upon  our  conftitution  for  the  fake  of  concealing 

*  that  reientment,  which,   the  fooner  it  is  mani- 

*  feiied,  the  more  it  will  tend  to  our  honour?  In 
^  Icis  than  a  fortnight  the  chance  of  peace  or  war 
^  will  be  determined.     If  the  court  of  Spain  does 

*  not,  in  that  time,  comply  with  what  they  have 

*  fo  iblemnly  promifed,  it  will  be  proper  for  his 

*  Majefty  to  come  to  his  Parliament,  and  declare 
^  from  the  throne,  that  we  muft  provide  for  war. 

*  The  fending  of  fuch  a  meflage  as  this,  at  fuch 

*  a  time,  feems  therefore  to  have  been  calculated 
^  by  our  minifters,  for  nothing  elfe  but  to  ren- 
'  der  the  fending  of  fuch  meflages  familiar  to  the 

*  people,  and  the  complying  with  them  habitual 

*  to  the  Parliament. 

*  Our  not  complying  with  the  lad  part  of  this 
'*  mefTige,    can  be  attended  with  no  bad  confe- 

*  quence :  We  may  comply  with,  and  approve  of 

*  the  fird,  without  taking  notice  of  the  lad :  We 

*  ought  to  comply  with  the  fird,  becaufe  it  is  rea- 
•^  fonabie,  and  becaufe  we  may  do  fo  without  any 
^  breach  of  our  conftitution,  It  is  a  certain  limited 
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'  demand,   and  fuch  a  demand  as  ought  to  be 

*  provided  for  by  Parliament.     Therefore  I  jfhall 

*  readily  agree  to  the  addrefs  of  thanks  propofed, 

*  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  firft  part  of  this  mef- 

*  fage  •,   but  that  addrefs  ought,  I  think,   to  be 

*  accompanied  with  another  of  a  very  different 
'  nature.     However,  as  this  is  not  the  queftion 

*  now  before  us,  I  fhall  wave  faying  any  thing 
'  upon  it,  till  I  fee  the  fate  of  the  prefent 
'  queftion.* 

The  laft  fpeech  we  fhall  give  upon  this  fub- 
jed,  was  that  made  by  the  Earl  of  Chejierjieldy 
who  fpoke  to  this  efFedt. 

*  My  Lords, 
*  As  the  firft  part  of  this  meflage  bears  no  re-  c^I^L/i*. 

*  fcmblance  nor  relation  to  the  laft,  and  as  moft  fpe^ 
'  Lords  who  have  fpoke  upon  the  prefent  queftion 

*  fe^m  to  approve  of  it,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
'  firft  part  of  the  mefTage  now  before  us,  I  fhall 

*  give  your  Lordfhips  no  trouble  upon  that  head. 
'  But  as  to  what  is  demanded  by  the  laft  part  of 

*  this  mefTage,  your  Lordftiips  may  call  it  a  vote 

*  of  credit,  or  a  vote  of  confidence,  or  both,  if 

*  you  will :  Let  the  demand  be  what  it  will,  our 

*  complying   with   it   will,    in   my  opinion,    be 

*  placing  a  much  greater  confidence  in,  and  giving 

*  a  larger  credit  to  our  prefent  minifters,  than  any 

*  minifters    ought,    by   our   conftitution,    to   be 

*  trufted  with.     I  fhall  never  be  for  giving  to  any 

*  minifters  an  unlimited  power  to  raife  what  num- 

*  ber  of  troops,  and  what  fums  of  money,  they 

*  may  think  neceffary ;    and  upon  this  occafion 

*  I  am  the  more  againft  it,  becaufe  of  its  being 

*  afked  at  fuch  a  critical  conjundlure.     We  may, 

*  perhaps,  be  under  fome  uncertainty  at  prefent : 

*  There  may,  perhaps,  be  at  prefent  a  probability, 

*  th^t  we  fhall  fooi)  be  obliged  to  declare  war 

*  againft 
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*  againft  Spain  -,  but  in  a  few  days  that  uncertaln- 
'  ty  will  be  at  an  end,  and  that  which  fome  are 
«  now  pleafed  to  call  a  probability  only,  will,  in  my 

*  opinion,  within  a  fortnight,  become  a  certainty  ; 
«  for  if  the  95,000/.  be  paid  on  the  24th  of  this 

*  month,  we  may  look  upon  it  as  an  earned  of 

*  peace,  we  may  from  thence  conclude,  that  the 

*  Spaniards  are  at  laft  refolved  to  do  us  juftice ; 
'  in  which  cafe  w^e  can  have  no  occafion  for 
'  raifing  more  troops,  or  larger  fums  of  money, 
'  than  have  been  already  agreed  to  by  Parliament, 
'  in   a  regular   parliamentary  method.      On   the 

*  other  hand,  if  this  fum  of  money  be  not  paid 
'  upon  the  day  appointed,  I  hope  we  fhall  at  laft 
^  have  done  with  negotiation:  I  hope  no  man 
'  will  imagine,  we  are  to  purchafe  another  inef- 
^  feduai  and  collufive  convention,  at  a  new  ex- 
'  pence  of  4  or  500,000/.  This  feffion  is,  *tis 
^  true,  drawing  towards  a  conclufion ;  but  there 

*  is  no  neceffity  for  putting  an  end  to  it  before  the 
'  24th  of  this  month;  and  if  the  Parliament  be 
^  then  fitting,  and  the  money  not  paid  by  Spain^ 

*  what  (hould  hinder  us  from  providing  for  war, 

*  in  that  method  which  is  moft  agreeable  to  our 
^  coniiitutlon  ? 

'  This  mefiage  therefore,  my  Lords,  feem.s  to 

*  me,  to  be  defigned  for  nothing  but  that  of  efta- 

*  biifhing  the  cuftom  of  concluding  each  fefTioti 
*-  of  Parliament  with  a  vote  of  credit  and  confi- 
'  dence,  without  the  leaft  neceffity  or  occafion ; 

*  and  this  I  cannot  agree  to,  becaufe  I  think  it 

*  will  be  of  the  mofh  dangerous  confequence  to 
'  our  conftitutlon.  During  the  recefs  of  Parlia- 
^  ment,  the  crown  may  have,  by  our  conftitution, 

*  a  fort  cf  didlatorlai  power ;  but  that  power  will 
'  become  much  more  dangerous   when  founded 

*  upon  the  previous  authority  of  Parliament.  Our 
'  people  have  a  fort  of  implicit  faith  in  their  Par- 
^  liaments,  and  \vlll  always  be  lefs  jealous  of  the 

'  exercife 
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«  exercife  of  any  extraordinary  power,  when  it  is 
^  founded  upon  the  authority  of  Parliament,  than 

*  when  it  is  founded  upon  an  emergent  neceflity 

*  only.      The  didlstorial  power  was,  upon  many 

*  occafions,  of  great  fervice  to  the  Romans^  and 

*  whilft  it  was  kept  within  its  antient  bounds,  it 

*  was  never  attended  with  any  inconvenience  or 

*  danger.  It  was  originally  limited  to  the  term 
^  of  fix  months  at  fartheft,  and  was  generally  re- 
'  figned  before  that  term  expired  ;  but  the  fecond 
^  man  to  whom  it  was  granted  for  a  longer  term, 
«  put  an  end   to  the  liberties  of  that   Repub- 

*  lick. 

'  This  fhews,  my  Lords,  how  dangerous  it  is^ 

*  in  a  free  ftate,  to  depart  in  the  leaf!:  from  any  of 
'  thofe  regulations,  that  were  eftablifhed  by  our 

*  anceftors,  for  limiting  the  power  of  our  mi- 
^  nifters,  which  is  always  what  is  really  meant, 

*  when  we  talk  of  the  power  or  prerogative  of 

*  the  crown.     Under  thofe  regulations  we  have 

*  lived  happy,    we  have   lived   free,    for  many 

*  ages  •,    but  no  one  can  tell  what  confequences 

*  the  leaft  departure  may  be  attended  with.     It  is 

*  allowed,  that  no  vote  of  credit  was  ever  grant- 

*  ed  before  the  Revolution,  therefore  every  fuch 

*  vote  muft  be  a  departure  from  our  antient  con- 

*  ftitution,  and  confequently  muft  be  dangerous ; 

*  and  every  one  will  allow,  that  we  ought  not  in 

*  prudence  to  expofe  ourfelves  to  any  danger, 
<^  without  an  apparent  neceffity.     If  the  crown 

*  has,  during  the  recefs  of  Parliament,  a  fort  of 

*  didlatorial  power,  may  it  not  be  now  as  freely 

*  exercifed,  as  it  was  before  the  Revolution  }  May 
^  it  not  in  time  to  come  be  as  fufficient  for  pro- 

*  tedling  us  againft  fudden  and  unforefeen  dan- 

*  gers,  as  it  has  been  for  fo  many  ages  paft }  We 

*  are  told,  that  the  method  of  appropriation,  in- 

*  troduced  fince  the  Revolution,  makes  this  impof- 
^  fible.     My  Lords,  let  us  but  confider  the  ftate 

'  our 
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«  our  publick  revenues  were  In  before  the  Revolu- 
<  tion,  and  we  fhall  find  there  is  nothing  in  this 

*  argument.  Before  the  Reftoration,  the  crown 
'  had  no  eftablifhed  revenue,  but  what  was  fcarce- 

*  ly  fufficient  for  fupporting  what  we  now  call 

*  the  civil  lift  *,  and  they  had  feldom  any  credit 

*  to  borrow  money  from  private  hands,  even 
«  upon  the  moft  prefTmg  emergency.     After  the 

*  Reftoration,    indeed,    we  became  a  little  more 

*  generous:  A  large  publick  revenue  was  fettled 
'-  upon  the  crov^n  -,  but  that  revenue  was  appro- 
^  priated  as  much  as  it  is  now,  though  not  in  (o 
'  exprefs  terms.     A  part  of  it  was  allotted  for 

*  fupporting  the  civil  lift,  another  part  for  paying 

*  the  few  guards  and  garifons,  that  were  then 
'  kept  up,  and  a  third  part  for  fupporting  the 
'  navy.  Jf  any  of  thefe  fervlces  had  been  neg- 
^  leded,  and  the  money  converted  by  our  mi- 
'  nifters  to  other  ufes,  I  believe  the  Parliament 

*  would  have  then  been  more  ready  to  have  In- 

*  quired  into,  and  punifhed  fuch  mifapplication, 
^  than  they  have  ever  appeared  to  be  fince  that 
'  time ;  and  the  crown  had,  after  the  Reftoration, 
«  as  well  as  before,  but  very  little  credit  for  bor- 
*■  rowing  money  from  private  hands.  During  the 
"-  recefs  of  Parliament,  the  crown  had  no  refource 
'  againft  fudden  emergences,  but  that  of  making 
'  uTe  of  the  little  credit  it  had  for  borrowing  mo- 

*  ney  from  private  hands,  or  that  of  leaving  the 
«  penfions  and  falaries  of  courtiers  unpaid,  and 
'  converting  that  money  to  the  fervice  of  the  na- 
'  tion.     This  made  it   always  neceflary   for  the 

*  crown  to  call  a  Parliament  as  foon  as  pofTible, 
'  and  the  Parliament  re-placed  what  had  been  laid 
'  out  for  the  publick  fervice,  if  they  approved  of 

*  it,  or  they  put  a  ftop  to  the  expence,  if  they 
'  difapproved  of  the  fervice. 

'  Now,   my  Lords,   let  us  confider  our  pub- 

*  lick  revenue,  as  it  ftands  at  prefent,  by  which 

'  I 
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I  mean  the  whole  money  ralfed  yearly  upon  the 
people  by  the  annual  or  perpetual  grants  of 
Parliament.  It  is  now  above  three  times  as 
much  as  it  ever  was  before  the  Revolution,  and 
every  fhilling  of  it  pafles  now  through  the 
fingers  of  our  minifters,  as  well  as  it  did  then. 
One  part  of  it  is  allotted  for  the  fupport  of  the 
civil  lift,  another  part  of  it  for  paying  our  ar- 
mies and  garifons  abroad  and  at  home,  a  third 
part  of  it  for  paying  our  feamen,  and  fupport- 
ing  our  navy,  a  fourth  for  paying  the  intereft 
growing  due  yearly  to  our  publick  creditors, 
and  a  fifth  for  paying  ofF  yearly  fo  much  of  the 
principal,  when  we  can  keep  our  minifters  from 
laying  hold  of  it  for  warlike  preparations  in 
peaceable  times.  Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  the 
ufes  it  is  defigned  for,  and  to  thefe  it  is  appro- 
priated but  in  cafe  of  a  fudden  emergency,  du- 
ring the  recefs  of  Parliament,  what  fhouid  hin- 
der our  minifters  from  leaving  the  penfions  and 
falaries  of  courtiers  unpaid  for  a  few  months, 
and  applying  that  money  to  the  fervice  of  the 
nation  ?  I  believe  the  Parliament  v/ould  be  as 
ready  to  fupply  the  deficiency  thereby  occafioned 
in  the  civil  lift,  as  ever  they  were  to  fupply  any 
pretended  deficiency  in  that  revenue :  I  am  fure 
they  would  have  more  reafon  •,  and  no  man  in 
the  kingdom  could  find  fault  with  our  minifters, 
for  advifing  the  crown  to  apply  to  the  fafety  of 
the  nation,  in  a  cafe  of  neceflity,  that  which 
was  particularly  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of 
the  crown.  But  if  this  fhouid  not  be  fufficient, 
what  fhouid  hinder  our  minifters  from  contrad- 
ing  a  fmall  debt  for  the  immediate  fafety  of  the 
nation?  For  that  they  may  and  do  contrad 
debts  without  any  previous  authority  from  Par- 
liament, the  great  navy  debt  lately  paid  off, 
the  great  navy  debt  ftill  remaining  due,  and  the 
many  grants  that  have  been  made  for  making 

I  *  good 
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*  good  deficiencies  in  the  civil  lift,  are  fufficient 

*  teftimonies.     Therefore,  as  the  penfions  and  fa- 

*  laries  paid  out  of  the  civil  lift  now  amount  to  a 

*  much  larger  fum,  than  they  ever  amounted  to 

*  before  the  Revolution,    and  as  the  crown  has 

*  now  much  more  credit,  both  for  contradling  and 

*  running  in  debt,  than  it  ever  had  before  that 
^  time,  I  muft  conclude,  that  a  vote  of  credit  is 

*  now  lefs  neceftary  than  it  ever  was,  or  could  be, 

*  at  any  time  before  the  Revolution. 

'  Thus,  my  Lords,  it  muft  appear,  that  fuch 

*  a  vote  of  credit  and  confidence,  as  is  now  de- 
^  fired,  is  not  only  dangerous,  but  unneceiTary; 

*  and  no  experience,  no  precedent  can  warrant 
^  our  running  ourfelves  into  an  unnecefTary  dan- 

*  ger.  We  are  not  in  this  houfe,  nor  any  where 
«  elfe,  to  fay,  that  his  Majefty  has  ever  put  the 
*=  nation  to  an  unnecefTary  expence:  It  is,  in  my 

*  opinion,  a  failure  in  the  refpedl  due  to  our  Sove- 

*  reign,  to  bring  his  name  into  any  fuch  queftion, 
'^  But  we  may  make  a  little  more  free  with  his  ml- 
^  nifters  ;  and  that  they  have^  upon  fome  occa- 
'  {ions,  put  the  nation  to  an  unneceflary  expence^ 
^  has  been  faid  in  this  houfe,  and  is  now  faid  in 

*  every  corner  of  the  kingdom  5   nor  will  it  be 

*  faid,  I  believe,  by  many  perfons  in  the  king- 
•^  dom,  that  they  have  regularly  and  ftridlly  ac- 
^  counted  for  every  fhilling  of  the  many  millions 
■=  that  have  pafTed  through  their  hands,  for  thefe 

'      ''•  twenty  years  by-paft.     Therefore,  if  we  judge 

^  from  experience,  we  can  have  no  great  reafon  for 

'•  giving  them  a  power  to  run  the  nation  as  much 

«  in  debt  as  they  pleafe.     Such  a  power  muft  al- 

'-  ways  be  of  the  moft  dangerous  nature ;  becaufe 

'  the  more  they  run  the  nation  in  debt,  the  more 

«  they  may  depend  upon  having  that  power  renew- 

'  ed,  the  more  fecure  will  they  be  againft  being 

*  called  to  a  ftrldl  account.  Like  the  Spanijh  go- 
^  vernor,  who,  for  his  many  opprefTions  and  ex- 

'  tortions, 
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*  tortions,  was  recalled  from  his  command  in  A- 

*  merica^  their  fecurity  againft  punifhment  will  de- 

*  pend  upon  their  having  been  guilty  of  every 

*  crime,  that  is  laid  to  their  charge. 

*  But  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  there  were  no  danger 

*  in  our  complying  with  every  part  of  this  meflage, 

*  and  fuppofe  there  were  a  greater  neceffity  for  it 

*  than  there  feems  to  be  at  prefent*,  yet,  when  I 
'  confider  to  whom  we  are  to  give  the  extraordi- 

*  nary  powers  afked  for,  I  cannot  agree  to  it.     I 

*  fhall  never  agree  to  the  nation's  giving  an  unli- 

*  mited  credit  to  minifters,   who,  with  me,  never 
'  had  any  credit ;  nor  can  I  give  my  confent  to  the 

*  nation's  putting  fo  much  confidence  in  a  miniftry, 

*  in  which  I  never  could  put  any  confidence.    My 
'  Lords,  we  have  granted  them  fuch  powers  as 

*  this  before  now :  We  have  never  refufed  them 

*  any  thing  •,  and  yet  they  have  never  fo  much  as 

*  once  deviated  into  what,  I  think,  may  be  called 

*  right.     But  on  the  contrary,  they  have,  in  my 

*  opinion,  proflituted  the  honour,  funk  the  reputa- 

*  tion,  fquandered  the  wealth,  and  almoft  ruined 

*  the  trade  of  this  nation.     To  me,  my  Lords, 

*  they  feem  to  have  been  playing,  for  almofl  thefe 

*  twenty  years,  at  a  fort  of  game  of  hazard  for 

*  peace  or  war,  and  at  lafl,  by  a  lucky  nick,  out 

*  ftarted  a  thing  they  call  a  convention,  which  is 

*  neither  one  nor  t'other ;   but  is  to  be  made  either 

*  the  one  or  the  other,  they  cannot  yet  tell  which, 
'  if  we  will  but  grant  them  fome  extraordinary  and 

*  unufual  powers,  for  enabling  them  to  continue 

*  their  game.     What  their  future  fuccefs  may  be, 
'  I  fhall  not  now  pretend  to  divine ;  but,  I  am  fure, 

*  I  fhall  never  be  for  giving  unlimited  credit  to 

*  fuch  awkward  gameflers. 

'  As  for  that  of  impowering  his  Majefly  to  aug- 

*  ment  his  forces :  In  cafe  of  a  war,  my  Lords,  he 

*  has  no  occafion  for  fuch  a  power :  He  may  aug- 

*  ment  his  forces  both  by  fea  and  land,  without 

'  any 
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any  fuch  power;  and  if  there  is  to  be  no  war,  I 
I  am  fure,  he  ought  not  to  augment  them,  and 
much  lefs  ought  we  to  give  our  confent.  Nay, 
I  do  not  think  we  can  give  our  confent  in  the 
method  propofed.  The  confent  of  Parliament 
ought  always  to  be  underftood  to  be  by  a  law 
regularly  pafTed,  and  agreed  to  by  the  three  fe- 
veral  branches  of  our  leglflature.  It  is  upon  this 
the  fecurity  of  our  conftitution  depends,  becaufe 
it  prevents  furprize.  Both  houfes  of  Parliament 
may  be  furprized  into  a  vote  of  the  moft  danger- 
ous nature,  by  our  minlfters  taking  advantage  of 
an  opportunity  when  there  are  few  members  in 
town,  but  fuch  as  they  order  to  attend.  Prece- 
dents, my  Lords,  are  of  an  improving  nature  : 
If  it  fhould  once  be  received  as  a  maxim,  that  the 
Parliament  may,  by  a  vote,  confent  to  an  aug- 
mentation of  our  army  in  time  of  peace,  that 
maxim  may  at  laft  be  extended  to  the  altering, 
repealing,  or  making  any  law  the  crown  may, 
by  a  meflage,  pleafe  to  defire ;  therefore,  I  can- 
not agree  to  what  a  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed 
to  fay  in  this  debate.  That  the  confent  of  Par- 
liament may  be  fignlfied  by  a  vote  or  refolutlon, 
in  purfuance  of  a  meflage  from  his  Majefty,  as 
well  as  by  the  preamble  of  a  bill.  I  am  far 
from  contending  with  that  noble  Lord  in  law- 
learning  or  diftindions,  but  notwithftandlng  what 
he  has  fald,  I  muft  look  upon  the  prefent  motion. 
If  It  be  agreed  to,  as  a  repeal  of  the  mutiny  bill, 
I  muft  fiippofe,  that  by  the  word,  whole^  in  the 
preamble  of  that  bill,  we  did  not  mean  a  half^  or 
any  number  o^  parts  :  I  muft  fuppofe,  we  there- 
by meant  to  limit  the  number  of  troops  to  1 7704 
men ;  and  as  every  claufe  In  a  bill  muft  relate  to 
the  preamble,  therefore,  when  there  is  a  general 
limitation  in  the  preamble  of  a  bill,  that  limita- 
tion, without  being  repeated,  muft  run  through 
the  whole,  and  muft  be  fuppofed  to  be  a  llmlta- 

*  tion 
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'  tion  upon  every  claufe ;  for  which  reafon,  I  muft 
'  be  of  opinion,  that  no  claufe  in  the  mutiny  bill 
'  we  have  already  pafled,  can  relate  to,  or  com- 
'  prehend  any  number  of  troops  above  that  which 
'  is  mentioned  in  the  preamble.  Nay,  I  do  not 
'  know,  but  that  the  raifing  and  keeping  up  a 
'  greater  number  of  men,  may  render  the  whole 
'  bill  ineffeftual,  by  making  it  impoflible  to  deter- 
'  mine  who  are  within,  or  who  are  without  the 
'  ena(5ting  claufes  of  that  bill. 

*  In  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  it  Is  a  moll  dan- 
'  gerous  dodrine,  to  pretend,  that  when  a  law  is 
'  pafTed  for  keeping  a  certain  limited  number  of 
'  troops  in  order,  it  muft  relate  to,  and  compre- 
'  hend  all  the  troops  which  our  minifters  may 
'  think  lit  to  raife  and  keep  up  during  the  continu- 
'  ance  of  that  law  -,  becaufe,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  it  may 
'  be  made  to  ferve  for  obliging  our  army  to  fub- 
'  due,  inftead  of  defending  their  country :  And  if 
'  it  does  not  comprehend  all  the  troops  which  our 
'  minifters  may  think  fit  to  raife  and  keep  up,  we 

*  muft  allow,  that  it  cannot  be  made  to  do  fo  by 

*  a  vote  of  either,  or  both  houfes  of  Parliament, 

*  unlefs  we  allow,  that  an  ad  of  Parliament  can  be 

*  altered  or  amended  by  a  vote ;  and  if  it  can  be 
'  altered  or  amended,  v/e  muft  allow,  that  it  may 
'  be  repealed  by  the  fame  method.     Thus,  by  a- 

*  greeing  to  this  meflage,  we  muft  eftablilh  a  moft 
'  dangerous,  and,  I  think,  a  falfe  dodrine,  of  the 
'  one  fide  or  the  other. 

'  It  fignifies  nothing,  my  Lords,  to  fay,  that 
'  by  our  complying  with  this  meflage,  no  man  is 
'  to  be  compelled  to  enter  Into  his  Majefty's  land- 

*  fervice :  We  know  how  ready  young  gentlemen 

*  are  to  accept  of  commllTions  in  the  army,  and  a 
'  great  number  of  new  officers  will  always  get  a 
'  great  number  of  men  to  lift  voluntarily  into  the 

*  fervice.     When  commilTions  are  granted,    and 

*  orders  for  new  levies  iffued,  we  are  not  to  fup- 

VoL.  XVIIL  N  '  pofe. 
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*  pofe,  that  the  officers,  when  they  accept  their 
'  commifTions,  will  be  told,  that  they  are  to  be 
'  employed  in  fubduing  the  liberties  of  their  coun- 

*  try  i  nor  are  we  to  fuppofe,  that  the  men,  when 
'  they  are  prevailed  on  to  lift,  will  be  told,  that 

*  they  are  to  fight  againft  their  country.  Our 
^  warlike  preparations  will  always,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
'  be  faid  to  be  intended  againft  fome  neighbouring 
'  nation  that  has  infulted  and  injured  us,  though 

*  our  minifters  be  fecretly  refolved  to  fubmit  to 

*  every  indignity  that  can  be  put  upon  the  nation 

*  by  neighbouring  powers,  rather  than  be  inter- 
'  rupted,  by  a  foreign  war,  in  the  hoftilities  they 
'  are  carrying  on  againft  the  conftitution  and  liber- 

*  ties  of  their  country.     By  fuch  a  pretence,  my 

*  Lords,  many  gentlemen  may  be  induced  to  ac- 

*  cept  of  commiftions,  many  private  men  may  be 
'  induced  to  lift  as  foldiers,  with  the  honeft  and 

*  brave  view  of  ferving  their  country  againft  its 

*  foreign  enemies  •,  but  after  they  have  once  enter- 

*  ed  into  the  fervice,  they  may,  by  our  mutiny 

*  bill,  thus  interpreted,  be  compelled  to  ferve  a- 

*  gainft  their  country,  by  aflifting  its  domefticlc 
^  and  moft  dangerous  enemies;  for  they  cannot 
'  then  leave  the  fervice,  when  they  have  a  mind, 

*  nor  can  they  fafely  refufe  to  obey  any  order  they 
'  receive  from  their  commanding  officer  j  becaufe 
'  the  court  martial  is  to  determine,  whether  the 
'  order  be  lawful  or  not ;  and  a  court  martial,  cho- 
*•  fen  by  a  minift^er,  will  probably  determine  every 

*  command  to  be  lawful,  that  proceeds  from  his 

*  authority,  fecret  or  revealed. 

*  Having  now  ftiewn,  my  Lords,  that  it  is  dan- 
^  gerous,   unneceffary,   and  inconfiftent  with  the 

*  bill  already  pafted  into  a  law,  to  comply  with 

*  this  meffage,  I  need  not,  I  think,  expatiate  upon 

*  the  confequences  of  our  not  complying  with  the 
^  latter  part  of  it  •,  for  let  thofe  confequences  be  as 

*  dangerous  as  they  will,  I  hope  I  have  made  it 

«  appear^ 
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appear,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  complied  with. 
But  the  confequences  of  our  not  complying  with 
it,  are  fo  far  from  being  dangerous,  that,  I  think, 
it  will  be  attended  with  great  advantages.  Spain^ 
I  am  convinced,  has  no  hopes  from  a  war,  if  on 
our  fide  it  be  wifely  and  vigor oufly  profecuted. 
Their  only  hopes,  I  believe,  are  founded  upon 
the  continuance  of  our  prefent  adminiflration. 
They  have  by  experience  found,  that  our  prefent 
minifters  may  be  be  amufed,  and  they  hope  to 
amufe  them  with  negotiations  for  fome  years 
longer;  or  if  they  cannot  amufe  them  with  peace- 
able negotiations,  they  hope,  that  our  warlike 
meafures  will  be  carried  on  in  the  fame  languid 
and  ill-judged  manner,  our  peaceful  meafures 
have  been-,  in  which  cafe  they  may,  like  the 
terrier  with  the  fox,  by  mere  teazing,  at  laft 
force  us  to  accept  of  unequal  and  difhonourable 
terms.  We  can  no  way  put  an  end  to  thefe 
hopes  fo  effedually,  as  by  fliewing,  that  our 
Parliament  is  not  under  the  abfolute  direction  of 
our  adminiftration.  If  the  Spaniards  fee,  as  they 
muft  fee  by  our  refufing  to  comply  with  this 
meflage,  that  the  Parliament  has  ferioufly  taken 
the  ftate  of  the  nation  into  confideration,  and 
that  we  haye  refolved  to  be  what  we  really  are, 
his  Majefty's  chief  and  fupreme  council,  their 
flattering  hopes  will  all  evanifh,  and  then  they 
will  of  courfe  comply  with  our  juft  demands. 
The  95,000  /.  will  be  paid  upon  the  day  appoint- 
ed, and  all  other  difputes  will  foon  be  fettled  to 
the  honour  and  advantage  of  this  nation;  fo  that 
if  the  95,000  /.  fhould  not  be  paid,  or  if  a  war 
fhould  enfue,  I  fhall  impute  it  to  our  complying 
with  the  mefTage  now  before  us. 
*  I  am  furprized,  my  Lords,  to  hear  it  faid, 
that  our  refufing  to  comply  with  this  mefTage, 
would  give  the  court  of  Spain^  or  any  other 
court  in  Europe^  caufe  to  imagine,  that  there 
N  2  *  would 
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*  would  be  a  breach  between  his  Majefty  and  his 
'  Parliament.     Can  we  fuppofe  that  court,  or  any 

,.  <  court,  fo  ignorant  of  our  conftitution,  as  not  to 
'  diftinguifh  between  his  Majefty  and  his  minifters? 
'  Can  we  fuppofe  them  fo  ignorant  of  his  Majefty's 

*  regard  for  our  conftitution,  as  to  imagine,  that 
'  he  would  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  his  minifters  againft 
'  his  Parliament  ?  God  forbid !  that  any  of  his  il- 

*  luftrious  Family  ever  fhould,  I  am  fure  he  never 
'  will  ♦,  therefore,  all  the  court  of  Spain  could  ex- 
'  pe6l  from  fuch  a  parliamentary  contumacy  as  I 
'  am  now  pleading  for,  is,  that  it  would  produce 

*  a  change  of  minifters  \  and  from  fuch  a  change, 
'  I  am  convinced,  they  can  exped  no  advantage. 
'  If  they  faw  but  the  leaft  reafon  to  fufped  it,  I 
'  am  perfuaded,  they  would  be  glad  to  comply, 
'  not  only  with  what  they  have  promifed,  but 
'  with  every  thing  we  could  in  juftice  demand.  If 
'  an  honourable  peace,  therefore,  be  a  defirable 
'  thing,  as  it  furely  is,  I  muft  think  our  refufing 

*  to  comply  with  this  meflage,  the  moft  ready  way 
'  to  obtain  it;  and  for  this  reafon,  among  many 

*  others,  I  fhall  give  my  negative  to  the  queftlon.' 

Divifion.  The  queftion  being  at  laft  put,  the  motion  was 

agreed  to  upon  a  divifion,  72  contents,  to  32  not 
contents ;  and  the  addrefs  prefented  by  that  houfe, 
in  purfuance  thereof,  was  as  follows,  viz. 

Lords  addrefs      Mofl  gvacious  Sovereign, 

«ponir  and  c  "^  "jT  T  £  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
anfwer.  '  V  V  fubjcdls,  the  Lords  Ipintual  and  temporal 
'  In  Parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave  to  exprefs  the 
'  grateful  fenfe  we  have  of  your  Majefty's  royal 
^  care  and  attention  for  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
"  thefe  kingdoms,  and  for  preferving  the  publick 
«  tranquillity,  and  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
'  At  the  fame  time,  permit  us  to  return  your 
*-  Majefty  our  humble  thanks,  for  having  conclu- 

'  ded 
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'  ded  a  treaty  of  defenfive  alliance  with  the  King 
'  of  Denmark^  and  for  having  ordered  the  fame  to 
^  be  laid  before  us ;  and  to  aflure  your  Majefty  of 
'  our  concurrence,  and  fupport,  in  making  good 
^  the  engagements  which  you  have  thereby  entered 

*  into. 

'  We  alfo  befeech  your  Majefty,  to  accept  the 
'  flrongeft  afllirances,  that  we  will  zealoufly  and 
'  cheerfully  fupport  your  Majefty  in  making  fuch 
*'  further  augmentation  of  your  forces,  either  by 

*  fea  or  land,  as  may  become  abfolutely  necelTary, 
^  by  reafon  of  any  emergency,  ariiing  from  the 
'  prefent  pofture  of  affairs  in  Europe ^   which  may 

*  nearly  concern  the  honour,  intereft,  and  fafety  of 
'  thefe  kingdoms ;  and  in  concerting  fuch  meafures 
'  as  the  exigency  of  affairs  may  require.' 

To  which  his  Majefty  returned  the  following 
anfwer. 

My  Lords, 

ITake  this  addrefs  as  a  real  mark  of  your  zeal  and 
affe^ion  for  my  f  erf  on  and  goveryiment.  Ton  ynay 
depend  upon  it^  that  the  confidence  which  you  repofe  in 
me  fhall  be  made  ufe  of  with  the  fir icf  eft  regard  to  the 
true  intereft  of  my  people. 

May  25th,  the  houfe  of  Commons  paffed,  and  Bii!  (^r  ap- 
fent  to  the  houfe  of  Lords,  a  bill  for  granting  to  jh^eo  000/. 
his  Majefty  the  fum  of  500,000  /.  out  of  the  fmk-  due  to  spa'^i 
ing  fund,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1739*,  and  for  l^^^J^i^^^j,,^^'"* 
enabling  his  Majefty  to  raife  the  further  fum  of 
500,000  /.  out  of  the  growing  produce  of  the  faid 
fund  ;  and  for  the  further  appropriating  the  fiippjies 
granted  in  this  feftion  of  Parliament,  &:c.  Amongft 
the  other  appropriation  claufes,  there  was  one  in 
this  bill   for  applying  60,000/.  towards  making 
good  the  loffes  of  our  merchants  by   the  Spanifto 
depredations,  becaufe  that  fum  had,  by  the  conven- 
N  3  tlon. 
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tlon,  been  allowed  to  Spain ^  in  confideratlon  of 
their  fhips  deftroyed  by  us  in  1718.  Therefore, 
when  this  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time  in  the  houfe 
of  Lords,  which  was  upon  the  31ft  of  the  fame 
month,  by  an  order  made  upon  the  motion  of  the 
Lord  Bathurji^  the  houfe  being  fummoned  for  that 
purpofe,  his  Lord  (hip  flood  up,  and  fpoke  to  this 
effed : 


Lata  Bd' 

ipeech  and 

nicticn. 


Duke  f f 
fpesch. 


*  My  Lords, 

*  The  time  is  now  expired,  that  was  ftipulated 
by  the  convention,  for  the  payment  of  the 
95,000/.  and  we  have  now  before  us  a  bill,  by 
which  his  Majefty  is  enabled  to  pay  60,000/. 
towards  the  difcharge  of  a  debt  owing  to  the 
crown  of  Spain.  As  we  are  fo  very  pimdlual  in 
fulfilling  our  engagements  to  that  crown,  I  think, 
it  would  be  highJy  worthy  of  this  houfe,  to  ad- 
drefs  his  Majefty,  to  know  if  that  crown  has  ful- 
filled any  part  of  her  engagements  to  us.  There- 
fore, I  hope,  your  Lordfhips  will  pardon  me,  if 
I  take  the  liberty  to  move, 

*  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
acquaint  this  houfe,  whether  or  not  the  fum  of 
05,000  /.  ftipulated  by  the  late  convention,  on 
the  part  of  Spain.,  to  be  paid  in  conftderation  of 
the  damages  fuftained  by  his  Majefty's  trading 
fubjedls  in  America.,  is  yet  paid  •,  and,  if  it  is  not 
paid,  that  his  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  plea- 
fed  to  inform  the  houfe,  what  reafons  have  been 
given,  on  the  part  of  that  crown,  for  the  non- 
payment.' 

The  Duke  of  Newcajlle  fpoke  next,  as  follows. 

^  My  Lords, 
'  It  was  natural  to  forefee,  that  a  motion  of  this 
kind  would  be  made.     Therefore,  I  have  leave 

'  from 
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*  from  his  Majefty  to  acquaint  the  houfe,  that  the 
'  faid  fum  is  not  paid,  and  that  no  reafons  have  as 

*  yet  been  given  on  the  part  of  Spain,  for  the  non» 

*  payment.' 

The  Earl  of  Aylesford  fpoke  next  to  the  follow- 
ing purpofe. 

«  My  Lords, 
'  It  is  very  furprizing,  that  any  Lord  fhould  ^ari  of 

*  take  upon  him  to  bar  the  accefs  of  this  houfe  to  fpee'chr 

*  his  Majefty,  and,  I  think  that  this  anfwer  is  by 

*  no  means  parliamentary.  The  noble  Duke  faid  he 

*  has  leave  to  acquaint  the  houfe,  fo  and  fo — How 

*  could  his  Grace  know  what  motion  was  to  be 

*  made  in  this  houfe  ?  A  nd  if  he  did  know,  is  it 

*  not  a  very  great  proof  of  the  noble  Duke's  cou- 
'  rage,  to  take  upon  him  to  ftep  betwixt  his  Ma- 
'  jefty  and  his  great  council,   and  return  a  verbal 

*  anfwer  to  an  addrefs,  before  it  has  been  prefented, 

*  even  before  it  has  been  agreed  to  ?  My  Lords, 

*  how  will  this  be  looked  on  without  doors  ?  May 

*  it  not  be  very  juftly  thought,  that  this  anfwer  is 
'  calculated  to  exclude  from  his  Majefty 's  prefence 
'  all  thofe  who  had  the  honour  to  vote  againft  the 

*  convention  ?' 

The  Duke  of  Newcajlk  replied,  to  the  following 
efFed. 

*  My  Lords, 

*  I  thought  I  was  doing  the  houfe  a  piece  of  Duke  of 

'  fervice,  in  faving  time  thus  late  in  the  felfion.  ^'j^crf '* 

*  The  anfwer  I  have  given,  is  the  very  fame  that 
'  the  houfe  will  receive  if  the  addrefs  fhould  be 

*  prefented. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  I  have  another  reafon  for  op- 

*  poling  this  motion,  and  that  is,  becaufe  it  is  by 

*  no  means  parliamentary.     The  motion  is  for  an 

N  4  '  addrefs. 
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*^  addrefs.  That  his  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly 
^  pleafed  to  acquaint  the  houfe ;  whereas,  all  ad- 

*  drefTes  of  that   kind,    are.    That   his   Majefty 

*  would  order  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  or  the  pro- 

*  per  officer,  to  lay  before  the  houfe  the  papers 
'  that  may  be  neceflary  for  our  information  in 
«  fuch  cafes.     Now,  my  Lords,  this  is  the  very 

*  thing  his  Majefty  has  done.     There  are  no  pa- 

*  pers,  indeed,  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe  on  this 

*  occafion,  but  he  has  ordered  me,  who  have  the 

*  honour  to  be  a  fecretary  of  ftate,  to  return  the 

*  houfe  the  fame  anfwer  that  would  have  been  re- 

*  turned,  if  the  addrefs  had  been  prefented. 

'  As  to  my  intention  of  precluding  the  noble 

*  Lords  from  having  accefs  to  his  Majefty,  I  do 

*  aver,  my  Lords,  that  I  am  fo  far  from  having 
'  ^ny  fuch  intention,  that  nothing  would  give  me 
^  greater  pleafure,  than  to  fee  the  noble  Lords, 
^  who  voted  againft  the  convention,  more  aflidu- 

*  ous  than  they  are,    in  paying  their  duty  per- 

*  fonally  to  his  Majefty.     Therefore,  my  Lords, 

*  I  hope  this  motion  will  be  thought  improper  ; 

*  and  the  rather,  becaufe  the  term  ftipulated  for 
«  the  payment  has  been  but  a  very  few  days  elap- 

*  fed,  and  it  would  be  rafti  to  come  to  any  refo- 
^  lutions  on  this  head,  (which  we  muft  do,  if  the 

*  addrefs  ftiould  be  prefented)  without  having  a 

*  little  farther  patience.' 

The  Duke  of  Jrgyle  fpoke  in  the  fame  debate, 
in  fubftance  as  follows. 

*  My  Lords, 
Bake  0:  '  It  is  now  high  time  for  us  to  lay  afide  ufing 

.,^rgyk\      c  ^\^Q  rnedium  of  minifters,  in  prefenting  addrefles, 
•^"*^  '        «  Qj.   receiving    anfwers    from    the   crown.     We 

*  ought  now,  my  Lords,  to  inform  his  Majefty 

*  ourfelves,  of  things  that  the  miniftry  appear  to 

*  have  negleded.    It  was  foretold  again  and  again 

<  ' 
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'  in  this  houfe,  that  this  money  never  would  be 

*  paid,   and  the  whole  merit  of  the  convention 

*  was  to  (land  or  fall  by  the  behaviour  of  the 

*  court  of  Spain  in  that  refped.  Now  it  appears 
^  that  the  money  is  not  paid.      What  is  to  hz 

*  done  ?  Shall  we  again  truft  to  minifters,  who, 
'  it  is  evident  have  mif- informed  his  Majefty  in 
'  every  ftep  of  this  affair  ?  No.  Let  us  apply  to 
'  the  crown  ourfelves  ;  his  Majefty's  known  ten- 
^  der  regard  to  the  rights  of  his  fubjedls  leaves  us 
'  no  room  to  doubt  of  obtaining  redrefs.      I  muft 

*  take  notice  of  fomewhat  faid  by  the  noble  Duke 
'  who   fpoke    laft :    He    thought  it  was  always 

*  cuftomary  for  the  crown  to  return  its  anfwers  to 

*  this  houfe  by  the  minifters.  It  may  be  the 
'  cuftom,  my  Lords,  but  this  houfe  has  fometimes 
*•  been  fo  diflatisfied  with  fuch  a  proceeding,  that 
'  we  have  addrefled  the  crown  to  know  by  whofe 
^  advice  fuch  an  anfwer  was  given.     If  the  ad- 

*  drefs  now  moved  for,  could  be  anfwer'd  by  any 

*  papers  to  be  laid  before  us,  we  had  no  occafiori 
'  to  addrefs,    we  needed  but  have  appointed  a 

*  committee,  with  the  power  that  committees 
'  commonly  have,  of  fending  for  papers,  records, 
'  or  perfons,  as  they  think  fit.  But,  my  Lords, 
'  it  is  not  fo  much  for  information,  that  we  ought 
*-  to  agree  to  this  addrefs ;  we  ought  to  agree  to 
'  it,  in  order  to  open  a  communication  betwixt 
'  his  Majefty  and  his  great  council,  without  inter- 

*  vention  of  a  minifter. 

'  The  word  minifter^  my  Lords,  has  been  very 

*  much  mifunderftood  of  late.  It  has  an  Englijh 
«  and  a  French  fignification.     In  the  Englijh  fenfe, 

*  my  Lords,  it  fignifies  a  fervant  of  the  Parlia- 

*  ment,  a  fervant  of  the  people,  as  well  as  of  the 

*  crown  •,  and  this  houfe  has  formerly  underftood 

*  minifters  to  be  under  their  immediate  diredlion. 

*  We  have  an  inftance  of  it  in  the  reign  of  King 

*  Charles  II.  when  upon  a  complaint  of  a  breach 

3        r^  '  of 
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'  of  privilege  to  this  houfe,  the  offending  party 
'  fled  to  Holland:  What  did  this  houfe  do,  my 
'  Lords?  It  ordered,  by  its  own  authority,  the 

*  fccretary  of  ftate  to  write  to  Holland^  and  re- 
'  claim  the  offender. 

'  The  French  fenfe  of  the  word  minijler^  my 
«  Lords,    [^Maire  de  Palais^  is,  one  who  ads  in 

*  place  of  the  King ;    one   who  is  accountable 

*  to  none  but  the  King,    let  him  be  guilty  of 

*  never    fo    many    mifcarriages    or    mifmanage- 

*  ments.     I  am  forry   to   fee  it,    but  we  feem 

*  of  late  to  have  adopted  this  laft  kn{Q  of  the 

*  word.  Minifters  of  Great  Britain  feem  to  be 
^  as  abfolute  as  they  are  in  France.  But,  my 
'  Lords,    I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  aflert  the 

*  dignity  of  this  houfe,    and  agree  to  this  ad- 

*  drefs.' 

The  queftion  being  then  put,    it  was  carried 
againft  addreffing  by  51  to  38. 


State  of  the 


state  or  tnc  ^s  foon  as  the  divifioH  was  over,  the  Lord 
nation  order-  Carteret  flood  up  and  faid.  That  by  the  queftion's 
k.nmtco"n.  paffing  in  the  negative,  he  muft  fuppofe,  that 
tderauon.  their  Lordlhips  look'd  upon  the  information  given 
them  by  the  noble  Duke,  as  a  parliamentary  fort 
of  information,  that  the  faid  fum  of  95,000/. 
was  not  paid  by  the  court  of  Spain ^  nor  any  rea- 
fons  given  for  the  non-payment ;  from  whence  he 
thought  he  had,  what  their  Lordfhips  had  deter- 
mined to  be,  a  parliamentary  foundation  to  build 
on,  and  therefore  he  would  take  the  liberty  to 
move.  That  the  houfe  fhould,  upon  that  day 
feven-night,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  for  taking  the  flate  of  the  nation 
into  their  confideration -,  and  the  houfe  for  that 
purpofe  to  be  fummoned. 

Thefe 


A.  1739.        DEBATES.  187 

Thefe  motions  being  agreed  to,  his  Lordfbip, 
accordingly,  on  the  feventh  of  June^  fpoke  to 
the  following  effed. 

«  My  Lords, 

*  We  are  now  met  to  confider  of  the  ftate  ^^^^^fj^"'^ 
'  the  nation,  a  ftate  more  fit  for  meditation  than  upon  it. 

'  difcourfe  •,  a  ftate  whereof  none  of  our  forefa- 
'  thers  has  {^^n  the  parallel,  and  which  requires 
'  all  your  Lordftiips  attention  to  prevent  our 
^  pofterity  from  feeling  its  confequences. 

'  As  your  Lordftiips  have  already  found,  that 

*  the  obligations  which  Spain  had  entered  into  by 
^  the  late  convention,  are  on  her  part  unfulfilled, 

*  the  houfe,   I  hope,   will  pardon  me,  if  I  now 

*  treat  that  meafure  as  no  longer  exifting,    and 

*  lay  before  your  Lordftiips  a  detail  of  what  pru- 
'  dence,  honour,  and  a  juft  regard  for  the  inte- 
'  reft  of  this  nation,  ought  to  have  didlated  to 
'  thofe,  who  negotiated  that  convention,  as  the 

*  proper  meafures  to  be  purfued,  inftead  of  that 

*  ruinous  treaty. 

*  Give  me  leave,  therefore,  my  Lords,  to  fay, 
'  that  after  the  refufal,  on  the  part  of  Spain^  to 

*  give  up  the  point  of  no  fearch^  our  miniftry 
'  fhewed  a  difrefped  to  the  fentiments  of  this 
*^  houfe,  in  any  longer  continuing  their  negotia- 

*  tions  with  that  court.    His  Majefty,  the  nation, 

*  and  all  the  world  muft  have  acquitted  them,  if, 
'  on  fuch  a  refufal,    they  had  no  longer  looked 

*  on  the  differences  with  Spain ^  as  the  caufe  of 
'  the   miniftry,    but    of  the    Parliament  •,     they 

*  ought  then  to  have  appealed  to  Parliament  for 

*  juftice,  and  we,  my  Lords,  muft  have  fup- 
'  ported  them,  becaufe  the  difcontinuance  of 
'  their  negotiations  was  but  the  neceflary  confe- 
'  quence  of  our  own  advice  to  his  Majefty.     The 

*  breach  of  the  convention  on  the  part  of  Spain^ 

*  my 
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my  Lords,  regains  us  that  opportunity,  which 
we  are  now  to  improve,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
if  the  convention  had  never  been  made. 
'  We  muft  therefore,  my  Lords,  now  have 
recourfe  to  arms  ;  and,  I  believe,  I  need  not 
fuggeft  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  the  fea  is  the 
only  element  where  our  quarrel  can  be  decided, 
as  it  is  the  element  on  which  it  began.  This, 
my  Lords,  was  eafy  to  have  been  forefeen  by 
our  miniftry,  even  before  the  convention  was 
concluded.  But  now,  my  Lords,  as  Spain  has 
wounded  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  people 
of  Great  Britain^  by  adding  a  breach  of  that 
convention  to  other  i'lfults  and  injuries,  we 
ought  to  proceed  after  a  more  vigorous  manner, 
than  might  have  been  neceflary  before  the  con- 
vention was  concluded.  We  ought  not  now  fo 
much  as  to  mention  reprifals  by  our  merchants. 
Reprifals  by  merchants,  my  Lords,  to  a  lit- 
tle State  is  pernicious,  and  to  a  great  one  diP- 
honourable.  As  the  infult  has  been  offered  to 
his  Majefty,  his  Majefty's  fhips  ought  to  make 
reprifals ;  therefore,  I  was  furprized  when  I 
heard  it  mentioned  without  doors,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  that  the  miniftry  had  offered  reprifals  to 
merchant-men  and  private  perfons.  If  the  royal 
navy  of  Great  Britain  does  not  afl  now,  we 
may  defpair  of  ever  feeing  it  a6l ;  for,  my 
Lords,  if  all  the  circum.ftances  of  the  laft  in- 
fult, which  Spain  has  offered  to  the  nation,  are 
confidered,  v/e  perhaps  fliall  not  find  the  like 
recorded  in  hiftory.  She  has  now  her  fhips 
ready  to  fall  for  the  Weft-Indies ;  fhe  has  other 
fhips,  the  property  of  which  belongs  all  to  her- 
felf,  on  their  voyage  homewards ;  yet  fhe  holds 
us  fo  much  in  contempt,  that  though  fne  could 
get  the  one  fent  out,  and  the  other  brought 
home  with  fafety,  by  paying  this  paltry  fum  of 
95,000/.  ihe  refufes  to  do  it.     Is  not  this,  my 

*  Lordsa 
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'  Lords,  telling  us  that  fhe  will  treat  no  longer  5 

*  that  we  dare  not  refent  whatever  affront  fhe 
'  gives  us  ;  and  that  fhe  will  rifk  all  the  effedls, 

*  all  the  trade  fhe  has  at  fea,  rather  than  fulfil  one 
'  article  of  her  engagements  ? 

'  As  this,  my  Lords,  is  evidently  the  flate  of 

*  this  nation,  with  regard  to  Spain^    I  fliall  beg 

*  leave  to  make  a  motion  to  your  Lordfhips, 
'  which   I   intend    as    an   introdudlion    to   fome 

*  others  that  may  follow,  if  your  Lordfhips 
'  fhall  think  fit  to  agree  to  what  I  am  now  to 

*  propofe. 

'  I,  therefore,  humbly  move  your  Lordfhips, 

*  to    refolve.     That    the    non-payment    of   the 

*  95,000/.  agreed  by  treaty  to  be  due  from  the 
'  crown  of  Spain^  as  a  balance  to  the  crown  and 
'  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain^  and  exprefly  flipu- 
«  lated  to  be  paid  in  London^  within  four  months 
<  after  the  exchanging  of  the  ratifications,  which 
'  time  is  now  expired,    is  a  manifefl  infraction , 

*  on  the  part  of  Spain,  of  the  convention  htdy 

*  concluded   between  the  two  crowns,    an  high 

*  indignity  to  his  Majefly,  and  an  injuflice  to 
'  the  nation.' 

The  Earl  of  Halifax  fpoke  next  to  the  follow- 
ing effec5l : 

*  My  Lords, 
«  Could  I  be  perfuaded  that  the  fame  condu(5l,EariofH./i- 
^  which  has  funk  the  nation  to  that  degree  of ■^''*'^  fpeech, 
'  contempt,  which  the  noble  Lord  has  jufl  men- 

*  tioned,  could  regain  her  honour,  and  afTert  her 

*  dignity,  I  fhould  not  have  troubled  your  Lord- 

*  fhips  on  this  occafion.  But,  my  Lords,  con- 
'  vinced  as  I  am,  that  a  continuance  of  the  fame 
'  condudl  will,  if  pofTible,  fink  us  ftill  lower  in 
'  the  eyes^  of  every  nation  in  Europe^  I  cannot 

*  help  taking  this  opportunity  of  expreffing  my 

'  concurrence 
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*  concurrence  with  the  motion  made  by  the  noble 

*  Lord.     I  do  it,  my  Lords,   from  no  difrefped 

*  to  the  perfons  of  thofe  who  have  the  honour  to 

*  be  imployed  by  his  Majefty  •,  far  lefs  do  I  mean 

*  to  refledl  on  any  noble  Lord  here.     I  have  the 

*  greateft  perfonal  regard  for  many  of  the  noble 

*  Lords  whom  I  fee,  and  who  I  know  have  had 
'  the  honour  to  advife  his  Majefty  ;    but,    my 

*  Lords,  as  I  am  perfuaded  they  aded  to  the  beft 

*  of  their  knowledge,  I  hope  I  ihall  be  pardoned 
'  if  I  adl  to  the  beft  of  mine,  and  declare  to 
'  your  Lordfliips,  that  my  fincere  opinion  is,  that 

*  it  is  now  high  time  for  this  houfe  to  fpeak  the 

*  fenfe  of  the  nation,    and  endeavour  to  regain 

*  by  our  arms,  what  v/e  have  loft  by  our 
'  counfels.' 

The  Duke  of  Newcaftk  fpoke   next  in   fub- 
ftance  as  follows: 

*  My  Lords, 
*  The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  has  deliver- 

*  ed  himfelf  with  fo  much  decency,   that  I  am 

*  forry  I  am  obliged  to  differ  from  his  Lordftiip 

*  as  to  the  fitnefs  of  the  prefent  motion.     The 

*  fadt,  my  Lords,  contained  in  the  motion,  is 
'  what  I  ftiall  be  far  from  denying  •,  I  readily 
'  own,  that  Spam  has  behaved  in  a  moft  fcan- 
'  dalous,  unaccountable  manner  to  this  kingdom, 
'  and  that  ftie  merits  the  fevereft  chaftifement  of 
^  our  arms.  But,  my  Lords,  give  me  leave  to 
^  obferve,  that  it  is  not  Spain  alone  whom  we  are 

*  to  confider  in  the  prefent  queftion  ;  had  we  to 
'  do  with  her  only,  we  could  foon  bring  her  to 
'  reafon.  But,  my  Lords,  who  can  anfwer  for 
«  the  part  that  a  neighbouring  power,  greater 
'  than  Spain^  may  take  in  this  quarrel  ?  I  don't 
'  mean  that  we  are  tamely  to  put  up  with  af- 

*  fronts  and  loffes  for  fear  of  this  neighbouring 

*  powers 
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<  power ;  I  only  think  it  Is  highly  worthy  your 
'  Lordfhips  deliberation,  to  confider  how  far  it  is 
'  proper  to  put  both  that  power  and  Spain  upon 

*  their  guard,  by  our  coming  to  a  refolutlon  that 
'  muft  inevitably  produce  an  addrels  to  his  Ma- 
'  jefty  for  an  Immediate  declaration  of  war.  What 

*  makes  this  confideratlon,  my  Lords,  the  more 

*  neceflary  at  prefent,  is,  that  the  nation  is  at  this 

*  jundure  unprovided  to  make  head  agalnft  thefe 

*  two   powers.     Let   us   once,    my   Lords,    put 

*  ourfelves  in  a  condition  to  ftrike  a  blow,  and 
'  then  we  may  ftrike  it  furely  and  fafely.  But  by 
'  coming  to  this  refolutlon  we  give  our  enemies 
'  warning,  we  put  them  on  their  guard,  which 

*  may  be  the  means  of  our  mifcarrylng. 

'  My  Lords,  I  look  upon  the  convention  in  a 

*  different  light  from  the  noble  Lord  who  made 

*  the  motion,  and  though  I  did  not  think  that  it 
'  was  a  good  meafure,  as  I  fmcerely  do,  I  think 

*  myfelf  obliged  to  treat  it  with  fome  decency, 

*  becaufe  it  was  approved  by  this  houfe.  How- 
«  ever,  my  Lords,  as  I  have  no  objedllon  to  the 

*  fadls  contained  in  this  motion,  but  only  to  the 

*  prudence  of  our  agreeing  to  it  at  this  jundure, 
'  I  humbly  move  that  the  previous  queftion  may 

*  be  put.' 

The  Earl  of  Strafford  fpoke  next,  and  was  of 
opinion  that  the  queftion  ftiould  be  put  upon  the 
motion  ;  but  the  Lord  Chancellor  faying  that  any 
Peer  might  move  for  a  previous  queftion,  the 
houfe  feemed  to  acqulefce  in  his  opinion,  and  the 
Earl  of  Chefierfield  fpoke  next  in  fubftance  as 
follows : 

*  My  Lords, 
'  I  ftiall  deliver  myfelf  to  your  Lordfhips  in  ^^""IfJ^^'^' 
\  the  fame  manner  as  if  the  queftion  itfelf  were  fp«ch,' 

*  put. 
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put,  left  I  fhould  not  have  another  opportunity 
of  fpeaking  on  this  fubjed. 
'  The  ftate  of  this  nation,  my  Lords,  is  a  very 
complicated  fubjedl,  and  requires  that  we  fhould 
look  farther  back  than  the  prefent  jundlure.  Our 
melancholy  fituation  is  owing  to  a  feries  of  mif- 
condud:  for  many  years  paft.  This  nation  has 
paid  immenfe  funis  towards  the  fupport  of  the 
government,  without  receiving  the  leaft  advan- 
tage in  return.  Are  our  manufadlures  improved  ? 
Is  our  trade  extended  ?  Have  the  arts  of  peace 
been  cultivated  among  us,  during  the  long  ex- 
pend ve  peace  we  have  enjoyed  ?  No  I  they  are 
all  vilibly  gone  to  decay.  Have  we  fuffered 
thefe  to  go  to  decay,  in  order  to  reduce  a  formi- 
dable enemy,  or  to  quell  domeftick  infurredions  ? 
No  I  our  enemies  are  more  infolent  and  powerful 
than  ever,  and  domeftick  infurredlions  we  have 
had  none.  Even  at  this  inftant,  my  Lords,  Spain 
continues  her  depredations  with  more  violence 
than  ever,  and  yet  the  people  of  thefe  nations 
are  willing  to  contribute  their  laft  fhilling,  to  en- 
able the  government  to  fupport  its  own  honour. 
This  laft  infult,  my  Lords,  we  have  received 
from  Spain,  is  of  a  piece  with  the  reft  of  her 
conducft,  for  thefe  twenty  years  paft.  What 
could  we  exped  after  fubmitting  to  the  terms  of 
the  convention,  after  fubmitting  to  reduce  the 
demands  of  our  merchants  very  near  one  half, 
after  fubmitting  to  accept  of  their  infamous  pro- 
teft,  and  after  fubmitting  to  dedudt  45,000/. 
for  the  prompt  payment  of  what  will  never  be 
paid  ? 

'  The  noble  Duke  has  told  us,  that  we  don't 
know  what  part  a  neighbouring  power  may  take, 
if  we  fhould  proceed  to  violent  meafures.  Let 
her  take  what  part  fhe  will,  my  Lords,  we  can 
be  in  no  worfe  (ituation  than  we  are.  But  what 
part  can  fhe  take  ?  She  cannot  look  us  in  the  face 

*  at 


A.  1739.        DEBATES,  193 

*  at  Tea;  /he  cannot  prevent  our  feizing  the  Spanijh 

*  plate-fleet;  fhe  cannot  reclaim  one  farthing  of 
'  the  effedls,  if  we  Ihould  feize  thera,  becaufe  they 
*■  are  all  entered  in  Spanijh  names ;  and  therefore  it 
'  will  become  our  lawful  prize.  But,  fays  the  no- 
^  ble  Duke,  We  are  not  yet  ready.  What!  not 
«  ready,  my  Lords,  at  this  time  of  day  ?  Whofe 
«  fault  is  that }  Has  the  government  been  refufed 

<  any  thing  it  has  afked  to  ftrengthen  his  Majefty's 

<  hands }  or  has  any  thing  happened  that  was  not 
«  both  forefeen  and  foretold.^  I  remember,  my 
'  Lords,    it  was  foretold  that  this  money  never 

<  would  be  paid;  and  what  was  the  anfwer?  It 
«  was  infifted  on,  that  we  were  fo  formidable,  that 

*  Spain  never  would  dare  to  refufe  to  pay  it.    The 

*  whole  merit  of  the  convention  was  put  on  that 
«  fingle  point.  Can  you  doubt,  faid  they^  that 
'  Spain  has  difavov/ed   her  depredations,    when 

<  here  fhe  pays  damages  for  them  ^.   Habetis  confix 

*  tentem  reum :  Sure  Ihe'il  never  pretend  to  infult 

*  us  for  the  future.     But,  my  Lords,  we  fee  fhe 

*  has  not  only  not  paid  it,  but  holds  us  fo  much 
'  in  contempt,    that  fhe  won't  fo  much  as  give 

*  a  reafon  for  her  refufal.  By  this,  my  Lords, 
'  fhe  has  given  the  lye  to  every  argument  advan- 
'  ced  in  favour  of  the  convention,  and  I  hope  we 

*  fhall  not  adl  fo  far  below  the  dignity  of  this 

*  houfe,  as  to  refufe  to  put  a  queflion  upon  a  fadt 

*  that  is  on  all  hands  acknowledged  to  be  true. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  would  give  every  foreign  pow- 

<  er,  and  every  man  in  the  nation  without  doors, 

*  a  more  contemptible  opinion  of  us,  than  they 
'  have  ever  yet  had  of  the  minidry.  Let  us  there- 
'  fore,  my  Lords,  as  a  noble  Lord  faid,  with  a 
'  fpirit  worthy  of  the  blood  and  name  he  bears, 

*  for  once  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  the  nation,  and  en- 
'  deavour  to  regain  by  our  arms,  what  v/e  have 
^  loft  by  our  counfels.     Let  us  lay  before  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  the  true  flate  of  the  nation,  that  he  may  no 
■\^0L,  XVIII.  O  '  longer 
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*  longer  be  impofed  upon  by  thofe  who  have  fo 
'  notoriouily  betrayed  her  intereft,  and  difregarded 

*  his  honour.' 

The  Earl  of  Cholmondeley^    fpoke  next  to  the 
following  effed. 

*  My  Lords, 
'  If  I  thought  that  our  putting  the  main  quef- 

*  tion  could  be  of  any  fervice,  either  to  his  Ma- 

*  jefty,  or  the  nation,  no  Lord  fhould  more  readily 
'  agree  to  it  than  myfelf.  But  as  I  am  perfuaded 
'  that  It  might  be  a  detriment  to  both,  and  could 
'  in  no  event  be  of  any  advantage  to  either,  I  muft 

*  beg  leave  to  be  agalnft  it.  The  noble  Lord,  who 
'  fpoke  firft,  faid  very  rightly,  that  Spain^  by  not 
'  complying  with  the  payment  of  the  95,000/. 
'  had  forfeited  a  great  many  advantages  of  much 

*  fuperlor  confideratlon,  which  fhe  might  have 
'  had  if  fhe  had  paid  it.  My  Lords,  this  is  one 
'  reafon,  to  me,  for  thinking  that  Spain  is  not  fo 
'  unprovided  of  alliances  and  forces  as  we  flatter 

*  ourfelves,  otherwlfe  fhe  would  never  have  done 

*  fo  impolitick,  fo  unjuft  a  thing.  And,  my  Lords, 

*  give  me  leave  to  fay,  that  if  we  fhould  attack 
'  the  Spanijh  plate-fleet,  Spain  would  be  the  leafl 
'  fufferer,  the  lofs  mufl:  come  upon  us  and  our 

*  allies,  fo  that  all  we  fliould  gain  mull  be  the  ill- 
'  will  of  our  neighbours,  and  the  ruin  of  our  mer- 

*  chants.  A  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  in  the  debate 
'  faid,  that  we  were  to  confider  all  the  effeds  in 
'  that  fleet,  if  felzed,  as  lawful  prize,  becaufe  en- 
'  tered  in  Spanijh  names.  They  are  fo,  my  Lords, 
'  but  we  know  it  has  been  always  underfliood,  that 
'  fo  much  of  theie  effeds  as  belonged  to  other  na- 
'  tions,  have  been  as  much  their  own  property,  as 
'  if  they  had  been  adually  entered  in  their  own 
^  names,  and  that  before  now  they  have  been  both 
'  reclaimed  and  reftored  as  fuch.     Therefore,  my 

*  Lordsj, 
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^  Lords,  as  I  fee  no  good  that  can  attend  our  put- 
'  ting  the  main  queftion,  I  hope  your  Lordfnips 
'  will  agree  to  our  putting  the  previous  queftion.* 

The  Lord  Bathurft  fpoke  next  to  the  following 
purpcfe : 

'  My  Lords, 
'  I  own  that  I  am  for  our  going  upon  the  main  J^jlf ^' 
^  queftion,  becaufe,  if  we  longer  defer  entering  in-  fpcech. 

*  to  vigorous  meafures,  we  may  lofe  an  opportu- 
^  nity  we  never  can  regain.  We  have  trihed  too 
'  long  with  Spain^  and  if  we  fhould  trifle  longer, 
'  the  generous  refentment  of  this  nation  may  wear 
^  off;  People  will  begin  to  think  that  they  are  for 
'  ever  to  fuffer,  and  inffcead  of  blaming  Spain  they 

*  may  blame  us.     For  my  own  part,  my  Lords, 

*  I  wifh  to  fee  fomething  done  towards  retrieving 

*  the  honour  of  this  nation,    while  I  myfelf,    if 

*  there  were  occafion,  might  be  able  to  bear  a  part 

*  in  the  fervice  of  my  country,  before  I  am  ren- 

*  der'd  unable  to  do  any  more  than  to  fit  down  in 
^  a  great  chair  and  bewail  her  calamities.     This, 

*  my  Lords,  may  be  the  cafe  of  every  Lord  in 

*  this  houfe,  who  fhall  have  the  misfortune  to  live, 
'  and  to  fee  the  event  of  our  differences  with  Spai?t^ 
^  if  things  are  managed  as  they  have  been  for  fome 
^  years  paft. 

'  Many  circumftances,  my  Lords,  concur  to 
'  render  this  a  fit  opportunity  of  making  war  upon 
^  that  infulting  power.     We  have  now  Generals^ 

*  we  have  Admirals  alive,  who  have  feen  the  face 

*  of  danger,  who  have  formerly  helped  to  reduce 

*  the  power  of  that  nation  which  now  didates  the 

*  counfels  of  Spain.     The  Spaniards  themfelves, 

*  my  Lords,  are  in  no  condition  to  refift  us  :  In 
'  Old  Spain  a  barren  year  has  reduced  the  inhabi- 

*  tants  to  the  utmoft  mifery;  the  court  itfelf  is 
^  obliged  to  retrench  its  expences,  in  penfions  and 

O  2  '  falaries. 
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*  falaries.     I  wifh  we  were  fo  wife  as  to  follow 
^  their  example  in  this.     In  America  their  fubjedts 

*  v/G>uld  be  glad  of  a  change  in  government,   fo 

*  intolerable  is  the  opprefTion  of  their  governors, 

*  who  are  generally  the  huni^ry,  needy  country- 
'  men  of  the  Queen,  who  fends  them  over  to  fleece 

*  the  people.    For  fome  time,  my  Lords,  after  the 

*  conqueft  of  New  Spain^  every  Spaniard  was  qua- 

*  lifted  to  be  a  governor  there ;  but  afterwards  the 

*  court  grew  jealous,  and  would  fufFer  only  natives 
'  of  Old  Spain  to  be  appointed  governors  -,  at  laft, 
'  only  natives  of  the  antient  kingdom  were  to  have 

*  that  important  truft.  Since  the  Queen  has  nad 
'  fo  much  fway  in  the  management  of  affairs  of 

*  ftate,  the  governors  in  America  are  generally  7- 

*  talians.  In  fhort,  my  Lords,  the  whole  Spanijh 
'  monarchy  is  now  managed  by  a  fadion.     Shall 

*  we  be  afraid  of  a  people  governed  by  a  faction  ? 
'  Or,  my  Lords,  if  we  were  governed  by  a  faction, 

*  would  any  people  in  the  world  be  afraid  of  us  ? 
'  Therefore,  my  Lords,  I  hope  your  Lordfhips 

*  will  put  the  main  queftion,  and  convince  Spain 
'  and  all  Europe^  how  dangerous  it  is  for  any  nation 
'  to  infult  the  honour  of  this  kingdom.' 

LordK^r-        The  Lord  Hervey  obferved  ntyi.U  '  That  the 

•"ys  peet  .  g  complaints  made   againft   the  convention  were 

'  apparently  groundlefs.     For  if  it  had  been  a  bad 

'  meafure  for  the  nation,  the  Spaniards  would  cer- 

*  tainly  have  fulfilled  it-,  but  as  it  was  for  the  ad- 
'  vantage  of  the  nation,  they  had  repented,  and 

*  refufed  to  fulfil  it.' 

The  Lord  Lonfdak  fpoke  next  to  the  following 
effedl: 

'  My  Lords, 
Lord  Lor.j-       '  I  fhould   be  glad  to  fuggefl  any  thing  that 
/^a/e'B  fpeech. «  might  reconcile  the  different  opinions  of  the  no- 

2  *  blc 
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*■  ble  Lords  who  have  fpoken  in  this  debate.  I 
«  own,  my  Lords,  I  am  for  putting  the  main  qutf- 

*  tion,  but  not  as  it  ftands.  I  fee  no  reafon  for 
'^  our  declaring  the  non-payment  of  the  95,000/. 
'  to  be  an  indignity  to  the  King,  and  an  injuftice 
'  to  the  nation.      I  think  the  motion  would  do 

*  better  if  it  wanted  thefe  words,  and  my  reafons 
«  are  thefe :  By  the  American  treaty  betwixt  us  and 
'  Spain,  either  nation  is  at  liberty  to  ufe  letters  of 

<  reprifals,  or  other  methods  of  obtaining  fatisfa£]ien^ 
*"  ifjujiice  is  either  abfolutely  denfd,  or  unreafonably 

<  delay"* d  by  the  other.  Now,  my  Lords,  as  the 
'  convention  is  unfulfilled  on  the  part  of  Spain^ 

*  and  as  one  end  of  the  convention  was  to  obtain 
'  juftice  to  the  merchants  of  this  nation,  it  necefla- 

*  rily  follows,  that  that  juftice  is  abfolutely  deny'd. 

*  Therefore  we  are  to  look  upon  ourfelves  in  -the 
'  fame  fituation  we  were  in  before  the  convention 
'  was  concluded,  and  ought  to  proceed  in  the  fame 

*  manner  as  if  it  never  had  exifted.     If  it  never 

*  had  exifted,  my  Lords,  we  muft  have  had  re- 
^  courfe  to  that  article ;  we  ought  to  do  fo  now, 

*  and  if  we  do,  we  a<5t  ftridly  up  to  the  fenfe  of 

*  treaties;  we  deprive  Spain  of  all  pretences  for 

*  calling  in  her  allies  to  her  aid,  and  we  expofe  her 

*  injuftice  while  we  are  chaftiling  her  infolence.  If 

*  /he  ihould  go  to  war  upon  this,  then  fhe  is  the 

*  aggreffor,  and  all  Europe  will  acquit  us  of  any 

*  ambitious  views  upon  her  trade,  or  intention  to 
'  difturb  the  common  tranquillity.     I  will  make 

*  no  motion  upon  this,  my  Lords,  but  I  humbly 
'  apprehend  that  the  queftion  would  iland  better  if 
^  it  wanted  thefe  Lift  w^ords,* 

The  Lord  Chancellor  fpoke  next,  in  fubftance 
as  follows : 

*  My  Lords, 
*  When  I  hear  a  refolution  of  this  kind  mov'd^^,'^,^'^^"" 

cellcils 

O   3  ••   lOrrpeech* 
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'  for  in  this  houfe,  I  not  only  confider  the  matter 
'  of  the  refolutlon  propofed,  but  I  take,  as  far  as 
'  I  am  able,  under  my  view,  all  that  is  confequent 
'  upon,  or  connected  with  it.  This  refolution  con- 
*'  tains,  my  Lords,  indeed,  an  undifputed  fac5l ;  but 

*  when  I  coniider  that  it  muft  be  attended  with 

*  another  queftion,  as  the  noble  Lord  who  made 
'  the  niotion  infinuated,  I  confider  the  confequence 

*  of  that  queftion.  This,  my  Lords,  muft  produce 

*  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  for  an  immediate  decla- 
'  ration  of  war.  An  immediate  declaration  of  war, 

*  my  Lords,  at  this  time,  I  apprehend  would  be 
'  very  impolitick  in  us.  We  might  put  Spain  upon 
^  her  guard  by  fuch  a  meafure,  and  deprive  ourfelves 

*  of  many  advantages  we  might  have  by  falling  up- 

*  on  her  without  giving  her  any  fuch  notice.     Be- 

*  fides,  my  Lords,  the  effeds  of  all  our  merchants 

*  in  the  Spanifi  dominions  muft  fall  into  the  hands 

*  of  that  court,  if  we  declare  war  at  this  jundture. 
'  But,  my  Lords,  I  am  by  no  means  for  patting  the 
^  war  longer  oK  I  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  who 
'  made  the  motion,  that  the  ftate  of  the  nation  is 

*  more  proper  for  m^editation  than  difcourfej  I  will 

*  go  farther,  my  Lords,  and  fay,  that  it  is  more 
5  proper  for  meditation  and  adtion  too  than  difcourfe. 
'  I  am  for  entering  upon  adion  immediately,  and 

*  that  we  may  do  it  more  fuccefsfully,  I  think  we 

*  ought  to  enter  into  no  meafares  that  may  put  our 

*  enemies  upon  their  guard.  I  hope  therefore  your 
'  Lordfiiips  will  agree  to  the  putting  the  previous 

*  queftion.' 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  fpokc  next,  and  among 
Other  things  faid, 

*  My  Lords, 

Duke  of  «  I  believe  it  was  never  before  known,  that  every 

JbeSh^       '  Lord  of  this  houfe  ov/ned  a  matter  of  fad  to  be 

'  *  true  in  a  debate,  and  yet  refufed  to  own  it  upon 

'  '  the 
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•  the  queftlon.  This,  my  Lords,  looks  very  my- 
'  fterious,  and  I  don't  Jove  niyfterles.  When  peo- 
'  pie  follow  myfteries,  they  are  apt  to  fall  into  bi- 

•  gotry.  I  am,  my  Lords,  for  our  treading  In  the 
'  plain  road  of  truth,  nor  can  I  fee  the  leaft  Incon- 
'  venlency  that  can  enfue,  if  we  fhould  put  the 
'  main  queftlon.  Shall  it  be  fald,  my  Lords,  that 
'  this  houfe  was  afraid  to  fpeak  the  truth  ?  What 

•  power  on  earth  fhould  we  be  afraid  of,  while  we 
^  have  a  juft  caufe,  a  gracious  Sovereign,  and  a 
'  brave  people  to  fupport  us  ? 

'  The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  fuppofed,  that 
'  if  we  did  not  declare  war  we  might  attack  Spain 

•  unprovided.  My  Lords,  if  I  were  to  give  a  man 

•  a  blow  with  a  cudgel  behind  his  back,  is  it  to  be 

•  fuppofed  that  this  man,  if  he  refented  the  blow, 
"  immediately  could  take  me  unprovided,  unlefs 
'  he  look'd  upon  me,  my  Lords,  as  a  downright 
'  fool  ?  Is  he  not  to  expedt  that  after,  giving  him 

•  fuch  an  affront  I  will  be  as  ready  with  my  fword 
'  as  he  can  be  with  his  ?  The  cafe,  my  Lords,  is 
'  exadly  the  fanie  betwixt  us  and  Spain,     She  has 

•  infulted  us  to  the  laft  degree,  fhe  has  wronged 
'  us,  fhe  has  broken  her  faith  with  us,  and  as  fhe 
^  has  done  that,  are  we  to  exped  to  fteal  a  fatls- 
'  fadllon  of  her  by  her  being  unprepared  ?  I  wlfh 

•  with  all  my  heart,  my  Lords,  fhe  may  be  unpre- 

•  pared  -,  but  whether  fhe  Is  or  not,  our  agreeing 
'  to  this  refolution  can  be  of  no  fervice  to  her,  and 
'  our  not  agreeing  to  it  may  be  a  very  great  dlf- 
'  couragement  to  every  man  who  wifhes  well  to 
'  his  Majefty's  perfon  and  government.  Therefore 
'  I  hope  the  main  queftion  will  be  put.' 

The  Earl  of  Scarborough  fpoke  to  this  effec5l : 

'  My  Lords, 
'  The  part  I  have  all  along  adled  in  this  affair  Eari  of 
'  leaves,  I  hope,  no  room  to  doubt  of  my  impar-  f^l^^°'^^^* 
O  4  *  tiality. 
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*  tiallty.     Your  Lordfhips  may  remember  that  I 

*  was  for  the  addrefs  in  the  beginning  of  the  feiTion, 

*  becaufe  I  thought  it  a  piece  of  perfonal  refpedl: 
'  due  to  his  Majefty.  When  the  convention  came 
^  to  be  coniidered,  I  oppofed  it,  as  I  fhall  do  every 
'  thing  that  I  think  contrary  to  the  honour  and 
^  intereft  of  my  Sovereign  and  my  country.     My 

*  Lords,  as  this  confideration  has  ever  prevailed 

*  with  me,  preferably  to  any  minifterial  attachment, 

*  fo  I  have  never  yet  been  fway'd  by  the  motives 

*  of  any  party  or  oppofition  to   give  my  voice 

*  againft  the  meafures  of  the  miniftry,    when  I 

*  thought  they  tended  to  the  good  of  my  country. 

*  Therefore^  my  Lords,  I  flatter  myfelf  that  your 
'  Lordfhips  will  look  upon  what  I  am  now  to  fay 
'  as  the  dilates  of  an  unprejudiced  heart,  uninflu- 

*  enced  by  hopes,  and  una  wed  by  fears.     I  have, 

*  my  Lords,  given  all  the  attention  I  was  capable 

*  of  giving  to  the  prefent  debate-,  I  came  into  the 

*  houfe  undetermined  how  to  vote  in  this  queftion; 
'  but  refolved  to  vote  on  that  fide  which  fhould 

*  appear  to  me,  on  the  debate,  to  be  moft  reafon- 
'  able :  And,  my  Lords,  with  fo  equal,  fo  unpre- 

*  judiced  a  mind  have  I  heard  this  debate,  that  (I 

*  don't  knov/  if  I  ought  to  tell  it)  fmce  I  came  in- 
'  to  this  houfe,    I  have  changed  miy  fennments 

*  three  or  four  times.    Before  the  noble  Lord  who 

*  fpoke  laft  rofe  up,  I  was  quite  at  a  lofs  on  which 

*  fide  to  give  my  voice  •,  but  what  his  Lordiliip 

*  faid  has  at  lafl  determined  me. 

'  The  affair  we  are  now  upon,  my  Lords,  may 

*  be  refolved  into  this  alternative,   Whether  it  is 

*  moft  prudent  for  us  to  agree  to  a  refolution  which 
^  muft  produce  an  addrefs  for  a  war,  or  depend  on 
'  the  miniftry's  taking  the  proper  meafures  ?  My 
^  Lords,  if  we  agree  to  the  former  propofition,  we 
^  may  hurry  the   miniftry  too  much  ;  and  if  the 

*  nation  does  not  receive  that  fatisfadion  fhie  ex- 

*  peds,  we  may  give  them  too  good  a  pretext  for 

'  excufing 
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^  excufing  themfelves,  by  faying,  the  affair  was 

'  taken  out  of  their  hands, the  meafures  they 

*  had  laid  down  were  rendered  ineffedual  by  the 

*  interpofition  of  other  counfels.  My  Lords,  I  am 
'  for  taking  from  them  all  pretexts  of  this  kind, 

*  by  devolving  all  upon  them.  The  noble  Lord 
^  who  fpoke  laft,  and  who  not  only  knows  as 
'  much,  but  has  as  good  a  forefight,  as  any  Lord 
^  in  this  houfe,  has  declared  enough  to  fatisfy  me. 

*  His  Lordfhip  faid,  that  the  prefent  was  a  time 
'  more  Jit  for  meditation  and  aciion  too  than  for  dif- 
'  courfe.  What  ftronger  affurances  can  your  Lord- 

*  fhips  defire,  that  the  miniftry  will  ad  a  part  be- 

*  coming  Englifhmen^  that  they  will  amply  revenge 
'  the  wrongs  we  have  already  fuffered,  and  pro- 
^  vide  for  the  honour  and  fafety  of  the  nation  ? 

*  My  Lords,  let  me  become  furety  for  their  pro- 
^  ceedings  on  this  occafion.  I  know  many  amongft 

*  them  to  be  men  of  fuch  worth,  that  they  would 

*  difdain  to  amufe  the  nation,  or  to  impofe  upon 
'  this  houfe  by  (ham  preparations  or  mock-afluran- 
'  ces.     My  Lords,  if  they  fhould  ad  in  fo  fcanda- 

*  lous  a  manner,  I  fhould  be  the  firft  man  in  this 

*  houfe  to  move  for  bringing  them  to  juftice ; 

*  nay,  my  Lords,  I  here  folemnly  promife  to  your 

*  Lordfhips,  that  if,  before  your  next  meeting, 
^  every  end  is  not  anfwered  which  we  could  gain 

*  by  agreeing  to  the  motion  for  this  refolution,   I 

*  myfelf  will,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  next  fefTion, 

*  move  the  houfe  to  call  them  to  an  account. 

'  But,    my  Lords,    my  hopes,    that  we  fhall 
^  ad  a  becoming  part  on  this  occafion,    are  not 

*  grounded  fo  much  on  the  confidence  I  have  in 
^  the  miniftry,  as  on  my  knowledge  of  his  Ma- 
'  jefty's  tender  regard  to  the  rights  and  properties 
'  of  his  fubjeds.  No  confideration,  my  Lords, 
'  after  what  we  have  fuffered  from  Spain^  can  in- 

*  duce  his  Majefty  to  ad  any  other  than  a  vigo- 
^  rous  and  an  honourable  part;  and,  my  Lords,  I 

'  think 
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*  think  it  would  be  doing  an  injury  to  his  Ma- 
'  jefty's  known  zeal  for  the  good  of  the  nationj  if 
«  we  ihould  precipitate  meafures  by  interpjfing  in 
'  what  he  has,  to  my  knowledge,  already  re- 
'  folved  upon.  Therefore,  let  me  defire  your 
'  Lordfhips  to  drop  the  main  queftion,   and  to 

*  put  the  previous  one.* 

The  previous  queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried 
againft  putting  the  main  queftion,  6^  againft  44. 

Upon  this,  the  following  proteil  was  entered  in 
the  journals  of  that  houfe. 

Diffentienl* 

BECAUSE  we  think  the  main  queftion  ftiould 
have  been  put  and  pafted  in  the  affirmative, 
fmce  every  Lord  who  fpoke  in  the  debate  agreed, 
that  it  was  ftridly  true;  and  we  do  not  appre- 
hend the  leaft  inconvenience  could  poflibly  have 
arifen  from  it ;  but  on  the  contrary,  that  the  fta- 
ting  of  the  fad  of  the  manifeft  infradlion  of  the 
convention,  was  a  necefiliry  foundation  for  the 
fubfequent  advice  of  this  houfe  to  his  Majefty, 
which  advice  we  think  the  more  neceflary,  ftnce 
we  are  convinced  by  the  experience  of  many 
years,  that  the  counfels  of  the  adminiftration,  far 
from  procuring  any  reparation  or  fatisfadion  for 
the  infults  and  injuries  this  nation  has  received, 
have  only  expofed  it  to  further  diftionour  and 
contempt. 


Chefterfield, 

Boyle, 

Mafljam^ 

Shaftepury, 

Cartcrety 

Coventry, 

Bathurfty 

Cohham, 

Foley, 

Stanhope, 

Lichfieldy 

Northampton, 

Suffolk, 

Strafford, 
Gomer, 
Aylesford, 
Weftmoreland, 
Winchelfea   and 
Nottingham, 

On 
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On  Thirfday  the  14th  of  Junc^  his  Majefty 
came  to  the  houfe,  and  after  giving  the  Royal 
AfTent  to  all  the  publick  and  private  bills  then 
ready,  he  concluded  the  feflion  with  the  follow- 
ing moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne,  viz. 

'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
^  A  I  iHE  difpatch  you  have  given  to  the  pub-  HisM^je- 

*  X     lick  bufmefs  that  has  been  under  your  f/I^JP^'f^f 

*  consideration,  makes  it  proper  to  put  an  end  to  the  feflion. 
'  this  feflion  of  Parliament,  and  to  give  you  that 

'  recefs,  which  the  feafon  of  the  year  requires. 
'  You  have  fo  fully  declared  your  fentiments, 

*  as  well  with  regard  to  the  paft  condud  o^  Spain ^ 
'  as  to  the  meafures  that  might  become  neceflary 

*  to  be  purfued,  in  confequence  of  any  part  which 
'  that  court  might  afterwards  take,  and  enabled 
^  me  to  ad,  in  ail  events,  as  the  honour  and  inte- 
'  reft  of  my  crown  and  kingdoms  fhall  require, 
^  that  no  inconvenience  can  arife  from  the  imme- 
'  diate  want  of  your  further  affiftance,  during 
'  the  recefs  of  Parliament ,  and  I  fhall  fo  entirely 
''  rely  upon  the  aflurances  you  have  given  me, 
'  with  fo  much  zeal  and  unanimity,  and  upon 
'  your  effedually  fupporting  me  in  following  the 
'  concurrent  advice  of  both  houfes  of  Parliament, 

*  that  I  will  not  be  wanting  in  my  endeavours  to 
'  vindicate  and  maintain  our  undoubted  rights, 
'  and  to  anfwer  the  juft  expedations  of  my 
^  people. 

'  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
'  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  neceifTary  pro- 
^  vifions  you  have  made  for  the  fervice  of  the 

*  current  year,  in  fo  ample  a  manner.     The  ex- 

*  traordinary  fupply  which  you  have  granted  me, 
'  towards  augmenting  my  forces  by  fea  and  land, 
f  is  fuch  a  proof  of  your  affedion  and  confidence 

z  '  in 
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*  in  me,  and  of  your  conftant  attention  to  the 
'  fervice  of  your  country,  that  I  cannot  enough 
'  commend  this  feafonable  care  of  the  welfare  and 
'  fafety  of  the  kingdom. 

*  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
*  I  am  perfuaded,  it  is  unnecefTary  for  me  to  rc- 

*  commend  to  your  ferious  confideration,  the  fatal 
'  confequences  that  may  threaten  a  nation  divided 

*  within  itfelf,    inflamed,    and  mifled   by  all  the 

*  wicked  arts  and  infinuations,  that  malice  and 
<  falfhood  can  fuggeft.  It  is  too  obvious,  what  ad- 

*  vantages  our  common  enemiies  wait  to  take,  from 
'  the  heats  and  animofities,  that,  under  groundless 

*  pretences,  are  induftrioufly  fomented,  and  fpread 

*  throughout  the  kingdom.     Let  all,  who  profefs 

*  themfelves  zealous  aflertors  of  the  rights  and 

*  privileges,    laws  and  liberties  of  their  country, 

*  and  of  the  Proteftant  religion,   under  the  pre- 

*  fent  eftablifhment,  unite  in  the  defence  of  thefe 

*  ineftimable  blefTings.     Let  the  honour,  profpe- 

*  rity,    and  fafety  of  the  kingdom  become  one 

*  common  caufe,  and  reconcile  all  civil  difcords 
'  and  divifions  ;    that,   by  your  unanimity,   you 

*  may  difappoint  the  only  hopes,  and  vain  expec- 

*  tations  of  our  enemies.' 

After  which  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  command,  prorogu'd  the  Parliament  to 
^hurfday  the  9th  of  Augufi  next. 

The  Duke  and  four  PrincefTes  were  in  the 
houfe,  and  upon  paffing  the  bill  for  fettling  annui- 
ties on  them,  they  all  rofe  up,  and  made  their 
obeifance  to  the  throne,  and  then  to  both  houfes. 


"th 
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1'he  fixth  feffion  of  the  fourth  Septennial  Par- 
liament. 

ON   Thurfda}\    November    15,     his    Majeily 
opened  the  fefTion  of  Parliament  v/ith  the 
following  moft  gracious  fpeech,  viz, 

*  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
*■  rr\  H  E   prefent   pofture   of  our   affairs   has  His  M^.'e- 

*  J^     obliged  me  to  call  you  together,  at  this  ^  ^  ^^^  ' 
'  time,  fooner  than  has  been  ufual  of  late  years, 

'  that    I    may    have  the  Immediate  advice  and 
'  afTiftance  of  my  Parliament  at  this  critical  and 

*  important  conjundure.  I  have,  in  all  my  pro- 
'  ceedings  with  the  court  of  Spain,  adled  agreea- 

*  bly  to  the  fenfe  of  both  houfes  of  Parliament; 

*  and  therefore  I  can  make  no  doubt,  but  I  fhall 

*  meet  with  a  ready  and  vigorous  fupport  in  this 

*  juft  and  neceflary  war,  which  the  repeated  in- 

*  juries,  and  violences  committed  by  that  nation. 
'  upon   the   navigation   and   commerce   of  thefe 

*  kingdoms,    and  their  obftinacy,    and  notorious 

*  violation  of  the  moft  folemn  engagements  have 

*  rendered  unavoidable. 

'  I  have  augmented  my  forces  by  fea  and  land, 

*  purfuant  to  the  power  given  me  by  Parliament ; 
'  which  I  have  done  with  all  the  moderation, 
'  that  the  fecurity  and  defence  of  my  dominions, 
'  the  protedion  of  our  trade,  and  the  necefTary 

*  means  of  diftrefTing  and  annoying  our  enemies 

*  in  the  moft  fenfible  parts,  would  admit :  But  as 

*  thefe  fervices  will  be  various  and  extenfive,  they 

*  muft  Inevitably  be  attended  with  great  expences, 

*  and  feme  inconveniencies  ;  which,  I  affure  my- 

*  felf,  will  be  fuftained  with  fatisfa(5lion  and  cheer- 

*  fiilnefs,  in  purfuing  fuch  meafures,   as  the  ho- 

*  nour  and  intereft  of  my  crowu  and  kingdoms, 

'  and 
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*  and  the  general  refentment  of  an  injured  and 

*  provoked  nation,  have  called  upon  me  to  un- 
'  dertake. 

*  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 

^  I  have  ordered  the  proper  officers  to  lay  be- 
'  fore  you  eftimates  for  the  iervice  of  the  enfuing 
'  year,  and  likewife  accounts  of  the  extraordinary 
*•  expences  that  have  been  made  this  year,  in  pur- 
'  fuance  of  the  power  given  me  by  Parliament. 
'  And  as  in  the  profecution  of  this  war,  a  num- 

*  ber  of  foldiers,  to  ferve  on  board  the  fleet,  may 
'  be  requifite  s    I  have  judged  it  proper,   that  a 

*  body  of  marines  fnould  be  raifed,  and  have  di- 

*  reded  the  eftimates  for  this  purpofe  to  be  like- 

*  wife  prepared,  and  laid  before  you :  And  I  can- 
'  not  doubt,  from  your  known  afFedion  to  my 

*  perfon  and  government,  and  your  zeal  for  the 

*  fafety,  profperity,  and  glory  of  thefe  kingdoms, 

*  but  you  will  grant  me  fuch  efFedual  fupplies, 
'  and  with  fuch  difpatch,  as  may  forward,  and 
'  give  fpirit  to  our  preparations,  and  enable  me  to 
'  carry  on  the  war  with  vigour. 

*  My  Lords  and  Gentlonen^ 

*  The  heats  and  animofities,  which,  with  the 

*  greateft  induftry,  have  been  fomented  through- 
'  out  the  kingdom,  have,  I  am  afraid,  been  one 

*  of  the  chief  encouragements   to  the  court   of 

*  Spain^  to  hold  fuch  a  condud  towards  us,  as  to 
'  make  it  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  arms  ;  and 
^  the  unhappy  divifions  amongft  my  fubjeds,  are 
*•  the  only  hopes  of  the  enemies  to  my  govern- 
'  ment:  But  whatever  views  and  projeds  they 
'  may  form  upon  this  rupture,  and  what  advan- 
'  tages  foever  Spain  may  vainly  promife  itfelf 
'  from  any  circumftances  in  the  prefent  fituatioa 

*  of  affairs  •,  it  is  in  your  power,  by  the  blefling 
'  of  God,  to  defeat  the  one,  and  difappoint  the 

'  other. 
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"  other.  Union  among  all  thofe,  who  have  no- 
'  thing  at  heart  but  the  true  intereft   of  Great 

*  Britain,  and  a  becoming  zeal  in  the  defence  of 

*  my  kingdoms,  and  in  the  fupport  of  the  com- 
'  m.on  caufe  of  our  country,  with  as  general  a 
'  concurrence  in  carrying  on  the  war,  as  there  has 

*  appeared  for  engaging  in  it,  will  make  the  court 
'  of  Spain  repent  the  wrongs  they  have  done  us  *, 
'  and  convince  thofe,  who  mean  the  fubverfion 
'  of  the  prefent  eftablifhment,  that  this  nation  is 
'  determined,    and  able,    both  to  vindicate  their 

*  injured  honour,  and  to  defend  themfelves  a- 
'  gainft  all  our  open  and  fecret  enemies,  both  at 

*  home  and  abroad/ 

His  Majefty  and  the  Comm.ons  being  with- 
drawn, and  the  fpeech  read  in  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
the  Lord  Hinton  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  as  fol- 
lows, viz, 

*■  My  Lords, 
*  As  you  have  heard  his  Majefty's  mofl  gracious  l^jf^f^^^^ 

*  fpeech  from  the  throne,   and  it  is  our  duty  to  and  motion 


return  fome  fort  of  anfwer  by  way  of  addrefs,  I 
fhould  not  think  myfelf  under  a  neceffity  to  fay 
any  thing  in  favour  of  the  motion  which  I  am 
to  make,  in  purfuance  of  a  cuftom  fo  reafonable 
and  fo  long  eftablifhed,  if  it  were  not  that, 
upon  fo  extraordinary  and  fo  important  an  occa- 
flon,  I  think  we  ought  to  exprefs  our  duty  and 
affedion  to  our  Sovereign,  in  terms  more  expli- 
cit than  ufual.  For  this  reafon,  I  muft  beg 
leave  to  fay  fomething  with  regard  to  the  mea- 
fures  his  Majefty  has  purfued,  and  with  regard 
to  the  fituation  in  which  we  are  at  prefent. 
'  As  to  the  meafures  purfued  by  his  Majefty, 
my  Lords,  it  is  well  known,  that  he  has,  in 
every  thing,  followed  the  advice  given  him  by 
his  Parliament.     According  to  that  advice,  he 

'  endeavoured 


for  an  ad- 
drefs. 
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endeavoured  as  much  as  pofTible  to  obtain  juftice 
and  fatisfadllon  from  Spain  by  peaceable  means. 
He  even  avoided  putting  the  nation  to  the  ex- 
pence  of  warlike  preparations,  till  he  was  advifed 
by  his  Parliament  to  infift  peremptorily  upon  im- 
mediate fatisfadtion  for  paft  injuries,  and  abfolute 
fecurity  againfi  future;  and  when  the  Spaniards 
faw  that  his  Majefty,  by  the  advice  of  his  Parlia- 
ment, not  only  threatned,  but  was  preparing  to 
make  the  juft  refentment  of  this  nation  fall  heavy 
upon  them,  they  then  thought  fit  to  procraftinate 
at  leaft  the  effedts  of  that  refentment,  by  agreeing 
to  reafonable  terms. 

'  To  a  trading  nation,  my  Lords,  efpeclally  a 
nation  like  this,  whofe  intereft  it  is  to  remain  fa- 
tisfied  with  its  own  pofTefTions,  without  attempt- 
ing to  make  conquefts  upon  its  neighbours,  a 
ftate  of  war  muft  always  be  dangerous  and  in- 
convenient, and  can  never  be  attended  with  any 
great  advantage.  This  his  Majefty  was  fully 
fenfible  of,  and  therefore  he  ratified  the  conven- 
tion agreed  to  by  Spain.  This  the  Parliament 
was  fully  fenfible  of,  and  therefore  that  conven- 
tion was  laft  fefTion  approved  of  by  a  majority 
in  each  houfe  of  Parliament,  though  both  his 
Majefty  and  his  Parliament  faw  that  it  was  not 
fo  fatisfadlory  as  might  have  been  expected,  and 
that  as  to  moft  of  the  articles  in  difpute,  it 
was  rather  a  preliminary  than  a  definitive  treaty; 
but  by  a  fatality,  happy,  I  hope,  for  this  na- 
tion, the  Spaniards  refufed  to  comply  with  the 
terms  they  fo  folemnly  agreed  to  by  that  con- 
vention, though  thofe  terms  were  the  moft  mo- 
derate this  nation  could  accept  of,  and  more 
moderate  by  far  than  the  Spaniards  had  reafon 
to  believe  w^e  would  accept  of.  Thefe  terms, 
I  fay,  without  the  leaft  failure  on  our  part,  the 
Spaniards  thought  fit  not  to  comply  with,  and 
thereby  they  render'd  it  neceflary  for  his  Majefty 


to 
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*  to  begin  hoftilities  againft  them,  in  purfuance  of 

*  that  advice  which  had  been  given  him  by  his 

*  Parliament.  This  he  accordingly  did  as  foon  as 
"^  he  could  find  an  opportunity,  and  when  he  founds 
*•  that  the  gentle  method  of  reprifals  would  not  be 

*  fufficient  for  bringing  them  to  reafon,  he  declared 

*  war  againft  them  in  form. 

'  Thus,  my  Lords,  his  Majefty  has,  in  every 

*  ftep  of   his  paft  condudl,    purfued  that  advice 

*  which  vvas  given  him  by  his  Parliament.     From 

*  hence  we  may  prefume,  he  will  follow  the  fame 

*  advice  in  every  ftep  of  his  future  condud;  and 

*  from  hence  we  may  promife  ourfelves  fuccefs  in 

*  all  our  publick  undertakings ;  for  this  nation  ha$ 
«  always  been  happy  and  fuccefsful,  when  our  Sove- 

*  reign  followed  the  advice  of  his  Parliament.  In  all 
'  fuch  cafes,  the  Parliament  unanimoufty  agreed  to 

*  fupport  their  Sovereign,  in  the  purfuit  of  thofe 
'  meafures  which  they  themfelves  had  advifed:  It 
«  was  their  duty  to  do  fo  -,  and  the  people  heartiljr 

*  concurred    in   rendering    every   ftep    fuccefsfuL 

*  This  has  been  the  happy  ftate  of  this  nation  in 

*  fome  former  reigns,  and  as  none  of  our  Kings 

*  ever  ftiewed  a  greater  regard  for  the  advice  of 

*  Parliament,  than  his  prefent  Majefty  has  always 
«  done,  I  hope  that,  in  duty  and  affedion  to  their 

*  Sovereign,  the  prefent  generation  will  take  cars 
^  not  to  fall  fhort  of  their  anceftors  in  any  former 
^  reign. 

'  His  Majefty,  my  Lords,  by  your  advice,  t$ 

*  now  engaged  in  an  open  and  declared  war.  It 
'  is  one  of  the  moft  juft  and  necefiary  w-ars  thrs 

*  nation  was  ever  engaged  in  -,  for  the  Spaniards 
'  have  not  only  heaped  many  injuries  upon  u?, 

*  but  have  broke  through  the  moft  folemn  engage- 

*  ments  that  were  ever  made  by  any  nation.  What 
^  their  reafon  was  for  treating  us  in  this  contemp- 

*  tuous  manner,  his  Majefty  has  told  us  in  his 
^  fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  I  am  convinced  it 

YoL.  XVIII,  P  '  wai 
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*  was  the  only  true  reafon.     They  faw  there  were 

*  great  animofities  and  divifions  amongft  us,  and 
«  from  thefe  they  hoped  to  reap  Tome  advantage, 

*  in  cafe  of  a  war,  or  perhaps  they  imagined,  our 

*  government  would  not,  on  account  of  thefe  ani- 

*  mofities  and  divifions,  dare  to  vindicate  the  ho- 

*  nour,  or  affert  the  rights  of  the  nation.     If  their 

*  hopes  of  impunity  were  founded  upon  the  latter 

*  of  thefe  expedations,  they  have  already  found 

*  themfelves  difap pointed ;  and  if  upon  the  former^ 
^  I  hope,  they  will  at  laft  find  themfelves  equally 
*^  midaken.     I  hope  the  unanimity  that  fhall  this 

*  day  be  fhewn,  in  agreeing  to  what  I  am  to  pro- 

*  pole,  will  convince  them,  that  if  there  were  any 

*  divifions  amongft  us,  they  are  now  at  an  end; 

*  and  that  therefore  they  can  from  thence  exped 

*  no  advantage  in  the  profecution  of  the  war. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  may  probably  put  a  fpeedy, 

*  as  well  as  honourable  end  to  the  war,  which  is, 
«  I  am  fure,^  what  every  one  of  your  Lordfiiips 

*  moft  heartily  wiilies  to  fee.     His  Majefty  has 

*  already  taken  all  pofiible  care,  by  providing  for 
'  our  defence  at  home,  to  prevent  its  being  in  the 

*  power  of  our  enemies  to  hurt  us  j  and  as  foon  as 
«  the  feafon  will  permit,  we  may  attack  them  with 
«  fuch  a  force,  as  they  cannot,  in  all  human  pro- 

*  bability,  refift.     They  can,  therefore,  have  no 

*  hopes  in  profecuting,  no  more  than  they  had  in 

*  provoking  the  war,  but  fuch  as  are  founded  upon 

*  divifions  amongft  ourfelves.  If  it  had  not  been 
^  for  fuch  hopes,  I  am  fully  convinced  they  would 

*  never  have  provoked  us  to  war-,  and  if,  by  a 
'  cordial  union  amongft  ourfelves,  we  fiiould  put 

*  an  end  to  thefe  hopes,  I  am  as  fully  convinced, 

*  they  will  foon  begin  to  think  of  preventing  a 
'  farther  profecution  by  a  fpeedy  fubmiffion. 

'  For  this  reafon,   my  Lords,    we  ought  this 

*  day,  I  think,  to  be  more  full  and  explicit  in  our 

*  expreffions  of  duty  and  affed:ion  to  his  Majefty, 

*  than 
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*  than  is  ufual  upon  fuch  occafions ;  and,  for  the 

*  fame  reafon,  we  ought  to  be  unanimous  in  thofe 

*  expreflions  of  duty  and  affedion  that  are  necejfla- 

*  ry   upon   this  occafion.      This  is  what  I  mod 

*  heartily  wifh  for,  and  therefore  I  have  taken  all 
'  polfible  care  to  avoid  inferting  any  thing  in  my 

*  proportion,  that  may  occafion  the  leaft  objeclioa 

*  or  difficulty.     If  there  is  any  thing  in  it  that,  to 

*  fome  Lords,  may  appear  a  little  extraordinary^ 
'  I  hope  I  have  given  fufficient  reafons  for  it, 
'  therefore  fiiall  add  no  more,  but  conclude  with 

*  moving  your  Lordfhips,  "  That  an  humble  ad- 
*'  drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return 
*'  thanks  for  his  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the 

''  throne. To  declare,  that  the  great  regard, 

*'  which  his  Majefty  hath  exprefted  for  the  {Qn{Q 
''^  of  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  in  his  proceedings 
*'  with  the  court  of  Span^  is  a  continuance  of  that 
"  goodnefs  and  concern  for  the  true  intereft  of  his 
"  people,  which  we  have  fo  often  experienced; 
*'  and  that  his  Majefty's  defire  to  have  the  advice 
"  and  afTiftance  of  his  Parliament,  as  early  as  poOi- 
*'  ble,  in  this  important  conjundlure,  is  a  fredi 
*'  proof  of  his  confidence  in  his  faithful  fuhjeds. 

"  That  the  juftice  and  neceftity  of  the  v/ar, 

^'  which  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  declare 
*'  againft  Spain-,  muft  be  as  demonftrable  to  all  the 
"  world,  as  the  violent  and  intolerable  methods 
''  pradlifed  by  that  nation,  to  interrupt  and  diftrefs 
*'  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
*'  are  notorious;  and,  that  it  is  the  higheft  aggra- 
*'  vation  of  this  oiFenfive  and  inexcufable  condud, 
'^  that  it  hath  been  obftinately  purfued,  in  breach 
*'  of  the  moft  folemn  engagements,  and  in  defiance 
"  of  the  higheft  obligations  of  friendftiip  and  good 
*'  offices:  But,  that  fince  Great  Britain  has  been,r 
*'  thus  unavoidably  called  forth  to  arms,  we  efteem 
*'  it  our  peculiar  felicity,  that  we  have  a  Prince 
\\  upon  the  throne,  who,  with  paternal  tendernefs, 
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'•*  joins  in  the  juft  refentment  of  an  injured  nation ; 
*'  and  whofe  magnanimity  and  fteadinefs  are  equal 
*'  to  the  glorious  caufe  in  which  he  is  engaged. — 
*'  That  on  this  occafion,  the  unfeigned  tender  of 
*^  our  lives  and  fortunes  is  no  more  than  is  due  to 
"  his  Majefty,  and  our  country ;  and  that  we  do. 
«'  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  give  his  Majefty 
*'  the  ftrongeft  afTurances  that  we  will  zealoufly 
^'  concur  in  all  fuch  meafures,  as  may  forward  his 
*'  preparations,  and  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  war 
*'  with  that  fpirit  and  vigour,  which  truly  become 
"  the  BritiJIo  name. — That  his  Majefty's  goodnefs 
* '  in  acquainting  us  from  the  throne,  that  he  has 
"  augmented  his  forces  by  fea  and  land,  purfuant 
''  to  the  power  given  him  by  Parliament,  with  all 
''  the  moderation  that  was  confifcent  with  thofe  de- 
•'  firable  ends,  which  he,  in  his  royal  wifdom,  has 
*'  pointed  out  to  us,  is  an  inftance  of  his  Majefty's 
^'  gracious  difpofition  to  avoid  bringing  any  unne- 
''  cefTary  burdens  upon   his  people :    And,    that 
«'  though  we  cannot  flatter  ourfelves,  that  a  ftate 
**  of  war  will  not  be  attended  with  great  expences, 
«'  and  fome  inconveniences-,  yet,  when  it  is  under- 
*'  taken,  not  to  gratify  the  views  of  reftlefs  ambi- 
"  tion,  but  to  affert  and  maintain  the  honour  and 
*-'  juft  rights  of  his  Majefty's  crown  and  kingdoms, 
*'  we  doubt  not,  but  thofe  powerful  motives  will 
^'  induce  all  his  fubjeds  to  undergo  with  chearful- 
"-^  nefs,  whatever  Is  neceflary  in  the  profecution  of 
"'  it. — That  it  gives  us  inexpreftible  concern,  that 
«'  there  ftiould  be  any  occafion  for  his  Majefty  to 
"  repeat    his  gracious  admonitions  againft    thofe 
•'  heats  and  animofities,  which  have  been  fomented 
*'  throughout  the  kingdom :  That  as  we  cannot 
*'  but  moft  ferioufly  lament  the  unhappy  divifions 
"  thereby  occaftoned,  fo  nothing  fhall  be  wanting 
^'  on  our  part  to  heal  them,  by  promoting  that 
*«  good  harmony  and  unanimity,  which  are  fo  ne- 
'•'  ceftary  at  this  jundure;  And  that  we  truft  ia 
I  ''  God, 
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*'  God,  that  any  hopes  or  views  formed  by  our 
*'  enemies  upon  fuch  circumftances,  will  be  found 
"  utterly  vain  and  groundlefs  ;  fince  all  his  Maje= 
*'  fty's  fubjc6ls  muft  be  convinced,  that  the  fecu- 
*^  rity  of  our  religion  and  liberties,  and  the  fafety 
*'  and  profperity  of  thefe  kingdoms,  do  entirely 
*'  depend  on  the  prefervation  of  his  facred  perfon 
"  and  government,  and  of  the  Proteftant  fuccef- 
*'  fion  in  his  royal  houfe. — That  in  this  common 
*'  caufe,  intereft,  as  well  as  duty,  will  make  us 
^'  unite  j  and  that  we  do  with  the  greateft  zeal 
^'  and  firmnefs  aflure  his  Majefty,  that  we  are  de- 
*'  termined,  at  the  hazard  of  all  that  is  dear  to 
*^  us,  to  fupport  it  againft  all  his  enemies,  both 
*^  at  home  and  abroad  ;  imploring  the  divine  Pro- 
"  vidence  to  give  fuccefs  to  his  arms,  and  make 
*'  them  the  happy  means  of  procuring  a  fafe  and 
"  honourable  peaces- 
After  him,  the  Lord  Vifcount  Faiiconherg  fpoke 
thus ; 

*  My  Lords, 

*  The  addrefs  moved  for  by  the  noble  Lord,  Seconded  by 

*  is  fo  full  of  affedllonate  duty  to  his  Majefty,  ^^J^^"""^ 

*  and  fo  exprefTive  of  what  ought  to  be,  and  I 
'  hope  is,  the  fenfe  of  the  houie  upon  this  occa- 
'  fion,    that    I    humbly    fecond    his    Lordfhip's 

*  motion.' 

The  Lord  Carteret  then  flood  up,  and  fpoke  to 
the  following  eiFed : 

<  My  Lords, 

*  As   the   motion   the   noble   Lord    has   been  Lord  c^rte- 

*  pleafed  to  make  is  pretty  long,  I  cannot  pretend  ''^^'  ^p"'*> 
'  to  remember  exadlly  the  word*,  and  as  upon  mendmcnu 

*  hearing  it  read,  I  obferved  fome  words  which, 
^  to  me,  feemed  not  quite  fo  right,  I  muft  defire 

^  3  '  the 
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the  favour  to  have  the  motion  in  my  hand. 
(The  motion  being  delivered  to  him,  after  per- 
uf.ng  it,  he  went  on  thus)  My  Lords,  as  this 
is  one  of  the  greateft,  one  of  the  moft  impor- 
tant conjundures  that  ever  happened  to  this  na- 
tion, I  defire  and  vvifh  as  heartily  as  the  noble 
Lord  who  made  you  this  motion,  or  any  Lord 
can  do,  that  we  may  be  unanimous  in  the  refo- 
lution  we  come  to  upon  this  occafion.  The 
greateft  part  of  the  noble  Lord's  motion,  I 
highly  approve  of.  There  are  only  a  few  words 
towards  the  latter  end,  which  I  think  might 
have  been  left  out  *,  and  as  th^y  are,  in  my  opi- 
nion, quite  unneceiTary,  I  hope  the  noble  Lord 
will,  for  the  fake  of  that  unanimity  he  fo  much 
dcfires,  agree  to  have  them  left  out  of  his  mo- 
tion. The  words  I  mean  are,  That  it  gives  us 
inexpreJjihU  concern^  with  the  following,  which 
make  the  laft  paragraph  but  one,  of  the  noble 
Lord's  motion.  Thefe  words,  I  humbly  think, 
my  Lords,  are  quite  unneceflary  \  and,  as  they 
may  give  offence  to  fome  Lords,  and  may  oc- 
cafion  an  oppofition  to  a  refolution,  which 
v/ould  otherwife  be  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  I 
hope  the  noble  Lord  will  not  infift  upon  their 
(landing  a  part  of  his  motion.  But  I  offer  this 
as  my  opinion  only,  I  do  not  make  it  my  mo- 
tion, becaufe  I  am  refolved  to  wait  till  I  hear 
what  may  be  faid  by  other  Lords  upon  this 
head. 

'  My  Lords,  we  have  now  weathered  the 
point  of  negotiation,  and  are  fairly  launched 
out  in  the  open  fea  of  a  declared  war.  God 
grant  v.'e  may  meet  with  a  profperous  gale. 
We  have  human  probability  of  our  fide,  and  as 
we  have  juftice  likewife  of  our  fide,  we  have 
•  reafon  to  expcdl  the  favour  of  Providence  ; 
therefore,  I  have  no  doubt  of  a  fuccefsful 
voyage,  if  we  take  care  to  put  ourleives  under 

*  the 
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'  the  dire6lIon  of  good  pilots.  MInifters  and  ne- 
'  gotiators  will  not,  I  hope,  I  am  fure  they  ought 

*  not  now,  to  be  our  advifers.     We  have  good 

*  generals,  we  have  brave  and  experienced  admi- 

*  rals :  We  muft  now  chufe  them  for  our  pilots : 

*  We  muft  take  their  advice  -,   and,  if  their  ad- 

*  vice  be  taken,  and  vigoroufly  purfued,  I  fhall 

*  not  hereafter  find  fault  with  events,  on  account 

*  of  any  crofs  accidents  we  may  meet  with  in  the 

*  profecution  of  the  war.     Providence  only  can 

*  dlredb  events,   but  men  can  plan  ;    and  if  the 

*  plan  be  good,  if  the  fcheme  be  well  laid,  no 
'  man  ought  to  find  fault  with  the  event.     But, 

*  if  the  forming  of  our  fchemes  for  the  profecu- 

*  tion  of  the  war  be  left  to  ignorant  and  pufilla- 

<  nimous    counfellors,     we    cannot    expedt    they 

<  fliould  be  right ;  and  a  wrong  fcheme  may  be 

<  found  fault  with,  even  though  the  event  fhould, 
«  by  an  extraordinary  interpofition  of  Providence, 
^  prove  fuccefsful. 

'  In  the  profecution  of  the  prefent  war,  I  hope 

*  every  man  will,  in  his  proper  fphere,  contribute 

*  as  much  as  he  can  towards  the  fuccefs  of  his 
'  country.     My   Lords,    I  am   perfuaded  every 

*  man  will  •,  becaufe  no  war  was  ever  entered  into 

*  with  greater  unanimity  amongft  all  ranks  and 

*  degrees  of  men.     We  cannot,  therefore,  juftly 

*  fay  any  thing,  upon  this  occafion,  of  animofi- 
'  ties  and  divifions.     If  there  were  ever  any  do- 

*  meftick  animofitles  or  divifions  amongft  us,  they 

*  were  occafioncd  by  our  tamely  fubmitting  to  fo 

*  many  foreign  infults.  Thefe  his  Majefty's  de- 
'  claratlon  of  war  has  put  an  end  to,  and  nothing 

*  can  revive  them  but  a  flacknefs  in  the  profecu- 
'  tion.  For  this  reafon  I  wifh  they  had  not  been 
^  mentioned  upon  this  occafion.  I'm  afraid  it  is 
'  ominous :  It  looks  as  if  fome  people  were  fufpi- 
'  clous  that  the  war  will  not  be  puihcd  in  fuch  a 

*  vigorous  manner  as  a  people   greatly  injured, 
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f  and  juftly  enraged,  may  have  reafon  to  expect. 

*  If  this  be  the  cafe,  they  have  good  reafon  to 
«  warn  us  againfb  animofities  and  divifions ;  but 

*  their  warnings  will  be  in  vain.  Our  former  di- 
^  vifions  will  revive,  and  our  animofities  may  in- 
^  creafe  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  endanger  the  do- 
f  meilick  tranquillity  of  the  nation,  unlefs  they 
^  be  appeafed  by  a  facrifice  of  thofe  who  were  the 
*"  caufe  of  their  being  revived. 

'  For  this  reafon,  I  fay,  my  Lords,  I  wi/h  I 
f  had   heard   nothing  of  animofities  or  divifions 

*  upon  this  occafion  -,  and  I  am  furprized  how 
^  any  fuch  thing  could  creep  into  his  Majefty's 
^  fpeechc  In  a  free  country,  fuch  as  this.  Lords 
^  or  gentlemen  may  differ  in  their  opinions  abput 
^  pubiick  meafures ;  and  a^  the  interefl  of  their 
^  country  is  concerned,  they  may,  they  ought  to 
^  fupport  their  opinions  with  fervency  and  zeal: 
^  But  that  difference  in  opinion  is  not  to  be  called 
'  a  divifion,  nor  is  that  fervency  to  be  called  ani- 
^  moiity.  Something  of  pur  divifions  and  ani- 
^  mofities  was,  I  remember,  mentioned  in  a  piece 
'  that  was  handed  about  as  the  manifeflo  of  Spain. 
'  This  I  was  no  way  farprized  at ;  becaufe  in 
^  Spain  they  can  have  nq  difference  in  opinion 
^  about  pubiick  meafures,  at  leaft,  if  they  have, 
'  they  dare  as  little  declare  it,  as  they  dare  declare 
'  their  difference  of  opinion  about  matters  of 
^  faith  or  religion  *,  therefore,  they  might  proba- 
^  biy  millake  the  one  for  the  other,  by  fuppofing 

*  that  to  be  a  divifion  amongfl  us,  which  was 
^  really  nothing  but  a  difference  in  opinion.  Bu*, 
*"  I  hope,  his  Majefly'^  minifters  are  better  ac- 
^  quainted  with  the  conftitution  of  their  country, 
'^  th'dn  to  fall  iqto  any  fuch  miflake ;  and  they 

*  fliould  particularly,  upon  this  occafion,  have 
'■  j: voided  faying  any  thing  about  divifions  or  ani- 

*  mofities,  becaufe  it  will  confirm  the  Spaniards 
^_  i;i  the  miflake  they  are  in^    and  m,ay,    as  the 

■  '  noble 
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noble  Lord  apprehends,  encourage  them  to  con- 
tinue the  war,  in  hopes  that  they  may  be  able 
to  reap  fome  advantage  from  our  divifions. 
'  From  hence  your  Lordihips  muft  fee,  that 
no  fuch  thing  ought  to  have  been  mentioned  in 
his  Majefty's  fpeech  from  the  throne ;  and 
much  lefs,  I  am  fure,  ought  it  to  be  mentioned 
in  our  addrefs.  If  his  Majefty's  minifters  have 
fallen  into  a  miftake,  and  a  miftake  too  that 
may  be  attended  with  fuch  a  bad  confequence, 
as  that  of  prolonging  the  w^,  fhall  we  in  our 
addrefs,  out  of  pure  complaifance,  echo  that 
miftake  back  to  the  throne,  and  thereby  render 
infallible  the  bad  confequence  which  we  might 
otherwife  have  prevented  ?  Shall  we,  my  Lords, 
be  fo  uncharitable  as  to  think,  and  much  lefs  to 
fay,  that  all  thofe  who  differ  from  us  in  opinion 
about  publick  meafures,  are  promoters  of  divi- 
fions,  and  fomenters  of  heats  and  animoftties? 
It  is  impoflible  that  any  Lord  ftiould  expedl  an 
unanimous  concurrence  in  fuch  expreflions.  They 
are  expreflions  that  can  properly  be  made  ufe  of 
by  none  but  the  arbitrary  minifters  of  an  abfo- 
lute  Monarch  ;  and  therefore,  I  was  not  a  little 
furprized  at  feeing  any  thing  like  them  in  his 
Majefty's  fpeech  from  the  throne ;  but  I  was 
much  more  furprized,  to  find  the  obftinacy  of 
the  Spaniards  imputed  to  the  heats  and  animofi- 
ties  that  have  been  fomented  amongft  us.  It  is 
a  maxim  in  this  houfe,  to  look  upon  his  Maje- 
fty's fpeech  from  the  throne,  as  the  fpeech  of 
his  minifters  ;  and  notiiing  can  contribute  more 
to  fhew  the  juftnefs  of  this  maxim,  than  that  of 
imputing  the  obftinacy  of  the  Spaniards  to  any 
heats  or  animofities  that  have  been  fomented 
amongft  us. 

'  Almoft  every  man  in  the  nation,  I  believe, 
is  now  convinced,  at  leaft  every  man  that  thinks 
at  all  about  publick  affairs,  muft  be  convinced, 

^  that 


2i8  Parliamentary    A.  1739, 

«  that  the  ftrange  obftinacy  of  the  Spaniards  has 
'  all  along  proceeded  from  the  known  paflivlty  of 
'  our  minifters.     We  fubmitted  tamely  to  the  firft 

*  infult  they  put  upon  us,  that  encouraged  them 
'  to  put  a  fecond :  We  bore  the  fecond  with  pa- 

*  tience,    that  encouraged  them  to  put  a  third  : 

*  Upon  the  third  we  modeftly  complained,  and 
'  humbly  prayed  to  negotiate,    that  encouraged 

*  them  to  put  a  fourth ;  and  thus  we  continued 

*  fubmitting  and  negotiating,  and  they  continued 

*  plundering  and  infulting,  till  at  laft,  I  really  be- 

*  lieve,  they  began  to  think  that  no  fort  of  treat- 
^  ment  could  provoke  us  to  commence  hoftilities, 

*  or  declare  war  againft  them.  Thus,  by  the 
■^  tanie  and   fubmlflive  temper  of  our  minifters, 

*  the  Spaniards  have  been  encouraged  to  hold 
'  fuch  a  condud  towards  us,  as  to  make  it  necef- 

*  farv  even  for  our  minifters  to  have  recourfe  to 
'  arms  •,  and  now  thofe  very  minifters,  in  order 

*  to  remove  the  load  off  of  their  own  ftioulders, 

*  come  and  tell  us,  that  thofe  who  complained  of 

*  their  fubmiftive  condud,  and  often  told  them 

*  what  it  v/ould  end  in,  were  fomenters  of  heats 

*  and  animofities  ;  and  that  thofe  heats  and  ani- 
*■  mofities  were  the  chief  caufe  of  that  obftinacy 

*  which  Spain    has    (hev/n   in   her   condudt   to- 

*  wards  us. 

*  I  [hall  readily  grant,  my  Lords,  that  the  juft 
«^  complaints  of  our  pkmdered  merchants,  and 
^  the  regard   ftiev/n  to  thole  complaints  by  the 

*  whole  nation,  excepdng  a  very  few  perfons, 
<  were  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  war,  becaufe 

*  they  forced  our  minifters  to  alter  their  condudl ; 
'  but,  I  hope,  neither  the  complaints  of  the 
*■  merchants,  nor  the  regard  ftiewn  to  them  by 
'  the  people,  are  to  be  called  heats  and  animoft- 

*  ties  j  and  call  them  by  what  names  you  will, 

*  they  were  not  the  caufe,  but  the  effed  of  that 
"-  obftinacy"  in  5p^/;/,   of  which  the  tamenefs  of 
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'  our  minifters  was  the  caufe  ;  confequently,  it  is 

*  in  this  tamenefs  alone  wc  are  to  feelc  for  the  ori- 

*  ginal  caufe  of  the  prefent  war ;  for  if  our  mi- 

*  nifters  had  refented,  as  they  ought,  the  firft  in- 

*  jury  that  was  done  to  our  merchants  by  the 

*  Spaniards^   it  would  have  prevented  a  fecond, 

*  and  for  the  firft  we  might  by  reprifals,  if  not 

*  by  fair  means,   have  obtained  redrefs,   without 

*  coming  to  an  open  rupture  •,  or  if  we  had  then 

*  come  to  an  open  rupture,  we  fhould  have  pre- 
^  vented  a  very  great  prejudice  the  nation  has  fuf- 
'  fered  by  an  interruption  of  its  trade,  and  many 

*  confiderable  lofles  our  merchants  have  fuftain'd 
^  by  the  plundering  and  feizing  their  ihips ;  and  I 

*  believe  no  man  will  fay,  we  had  not  then  as  fa- 
^  vourable  an  opportunity  for  engaging  in  a  war 

*  againft  Spain ^  as  we  have  at  prefent. 

'  Having  thus,  my  Lords,  fhewn  what  it  real- 

*  ly  was,  that  encouraged  the  Spaniards  to  pro- 
'  voke  us  to  war,  I  muft  obferve,  that  if  they 

*  ftill  continue  obftinate,  it  will,  I  .believe,  be 
'  owing  to  the  fame  caufe.  They  are  fen (ible  of 
'  the  fuperiority  of  our  naval  force,    which,    at 

*  the  fame  time  that  it  enables  us  to  hurt  them  in 
'  the  moft  fenfible  part,  may  prevent  their  being 

*  able  to  hurt  us  in  any ;  and  they  can  have  no 

*  hopes  to  reap  any  advantage  from  thofe  divi- 
^  flons  and  animofities,  which,  if  there  were  any 

*  amongft  us,  his  Majefty  has  put  a  final  end  to, 

*  by  declaring  war  againft  them.     Their  hopes, 

*  therefore,  can  depend  upon  nothing  but  upon 
^  our  not  profecuting  the  war  with  wifdom  and 

*  vigour.     They  may,    perhaps,   hope,   that  the 

*  fame  perplex'd  and  timorous  fpirits  will  hereafter 

*  prevail  in  our  warlike  meafures,  that  formerly 

*  prevailed  in  our  peaceful  negotiations  -,  and  if 
'  they  continue  obftinate  in  profecuting  the  war, 
^  I  ftiall  conclude  that  they  entertain  fome  fuch 

*  hopes  i   but  I  truft  in  God  they'll  find  them- 

'  felves 
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*  felves  difappolnted.     Our  generals  and  our  ad- 
'  mirals  are  men  of  a  different  caft  from  what 

*  they  have  experienced  in  our  minifters  and  ne- 

*  gotiators  ;    and  if  the  condu6b  of  the  war  be 

*  committed  to  the  care  of  our  generals  and  ad- 
^  mirals,  as  I  hope  it  will,  the  Spaniards  will  foon 

*  find  they  have  nothing  to  truft  to,   but  our 

*  mercy  and  forgiveneis. 

*"  I  fhall  join  with  the  noble  Lord  in  fuppofing, 

'  that  every  one  of  your  Lordfhips  wifhes  to  fee 

*  a  fpeedy,  as  well  as  honourable  end  to  the  war. 

*  It  is  very  much  the  bufmefs  of  this  nation  to 

*  make  the  war  as  fhort  as  pofTible ;   and  the  moft 

*  effedual  method   for  rendering  it  fhort,    is  to 

*  mxake  it  violent.     War  is  a  fort  of  ftorm,  and 

*  like  other  ftorms,   the  more  violent  it  is,  the 

*  fooner  it  will  be  over.   If  we  pufh  it  vigoroufly, 
^  and  in  the  right  place,  it  cannot  be  of  long  con- 

*  tinuance.     For  this  purpofe  the  IVeJl-Indies  is 
'  the  only  proper  place.     We  may  plague  and 

*  harrafs  the  enemy  by  making  incurfions  upon 

*  the  continent  of  Old  Spairi,  and  by  burning  the 

*  fhips  in  their  harbours,  as  often  as  we  can  get 
^  an  opportunity  ;  but  America  is  the  place  where 

*  we  ought  to  diredt  our  chief  force.     There  the 

*  Spaniards  carinot  refift  us,  and  there  we  may  do 

*  more   than    make   incurfions.     We   may   there 
'  take  and  hold  fuch  places,  as  we  think  may  be 

*  either  convenient  or  ufefuL     It  is  what  Spain 

*  cannot  hinder:    It  is  what  Europe  cannot  pre- 

*  vent  •,  and  by  holding  the  places  we  take,  we 

*  add  to  our  own  flrength,  at  the  fame  time  that 

*  we  diminifh  the  ftrength  of  our  enemy. 

'  The  late  King  William  I  fhall  always,   my 

'  Lords,    have  a  great  regard  for.     His  adions 

^  were   right :    Even   his   thoughts   were    right. 

*  He  knew  the  mofl  proper  way  for  this  nation 

*  to  pufh  a  war  againfl  Spain.      He  knew   that 

*  the  IVefi -Indies  was  the  place  where  we  could 

'moft 
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^  moft  injure  the  enemy,  and  benefit  ourfelves. 
«  For  this  reafon,  in  the  treaty  of  grand  alliance 

*  concluded  between  the  Emperor,  England^  and 

*  Holland^  in  the  year   1701,   he  took  care,   by 

*  the  6th  article  of  that  treaty,  to  ftipulate, 
"  That  it  fhould  be  lawful  for  him,  and  the 
•'  Lords  the  States  Genera],  by  common  advice, 
"  and  for  the  benefit  and  enlargement  of  the  na- 
*'  vigation  and  commerce  of  their  fubjeds,  to 
*'  feize,  by  their  forces,  what  lands  and  cities 
"  they  could,  belonging  to  the  SpaniJIo  dominions 
* '  in  the  Indies ,  and  that  vjhatfoever  they  JJoould  fo 
"  take^  flmild  he  their  ovm^     That    great   and 

*  wife  Prince  did  not  live  to  profecute  his  defign  j 
^  but  this  article  fhews  what  were  his  thoughts, 
'  and  even  the  thoughts  of  fuch  a  man  may  be  of 
'  great  ufe  to  his  country.  After  his  death,  we 
'  had  not  fuch  an  influence  upon  the  councils  of 
'  the  States  General,  as  we  had  before.    Thev  be- 

*  gan  to  think  it  was  more  for  the  intereft  of  the 
'  confederacy  to  make  conquef^s  in  Europe^  than 
'  to  make  conquefts  in  the  Indies^  therefore  thev 

*  refufed  to  join  with  us  in  any  undertaking  againft 
'  the  Spanijh  dominions  in  the  Indies^  and  we  could 
'  not  engage  in  any  fuch  without  their  concur- 
'  rence.  The  war,  'tis  true,  could  hardly  be 
*■  more  glorious  and  fuccefsful  than  it  was  ;  but 
'  it  would  probably  have  been  of  iTiorter  duration, 
'  and  would  certainly  have  been  more  advanta- 
'  geous  for  this  nation,    if  the    fcheme   formed 

*  by  King  William  had  been  followed  in  every 
^  part. 

'  If  we  have  now,  my  Lords,  the  misfortune 

*  of  having  no  allies,  we  have,  at  leaft,  this  ad- 
'  vantage  refulting  from  it,    that  in  our  prefent 

*  war  againft  Spain,   we  may  follow  the  plan  laid 

*  down  by  that  glorious  Prince  without  any  re- 
^  flraint,    and  without  aflcirig  the  advice  of  any 

*  poy/er  in  Europe  ^  therefore^  I  hope  this  is  ^le 

*  plan 
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plan  now  refolved  on,  for  our  future  operations. 
I  hope  they  will  be  chiefly  diredled  towards  fei- 
zing  fuch  lands  and  cities,  belonging  to  the  Spa- 
niffj  dominions  in  the  Indies^  as  may  contribute 
towards  the  benefit  and  enlargement  of  our  na- 
vigation and  commerce-,  or  at  leafl:,  fuch  as  are 
neceflary  for  fecuring  the  freedom  of  that  navi- 
gation and  commerce,  which  we  have  now  a 
right  to  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world.  We  have 
met  with  fuch  provocations  from  Spain^  as  muft 
render  this  war  juft  on  our  part,  in  the  eyes  of 
every  impartial  judge;  and,  in  the  profecution 
of  a  juft  war,  no  power  in  Europe  has  a  right, 
few  of  them  can  have  an  inclination  to  dired;  us^ 
or  to  reftrain  us  from  making  fuch  conquefts  as 
may  be  fufficient  for  anfwering  the  charge  of  the 
war,  as  well  as  fuch  as  may  be  neceffary  for  pre- 
venting our  meeting  with  any  injuftice  for  the 
future. 

'  The  Spaniards^    my  Lords,   have  for  many 

years  behaved  towards  us,  not  only  in  the  moft 

unjuft,  but  in  the  moft  cruel  and  barbarous  man- 

They  have  not  only  in  the  moft  contemp- 


ner. 


tuous  manner  infulted  the  crown,  but  they  have 
in  the  nioft  barbarous  manner  injured  the  fubjed;s 
of  thefe  kingdoms;  and  that,  at  a  time  when 
they  were  profefTmg  the  greateft  friendftiip  to- 
wards us,  and  receiving  many  ads  of  freindftiip 
from  us.  They  have  for  feveral  years  been  deal- 
ing with  us  in  the  moft  treacherous  manner.  But 
I  ftiall  avoid  giving  hard  names.  I  would  not 
give  hard  words  even  to  the  Spaniards ;  but  I 
would,  and  I  hope  we  ftiall,  give  them  very 
hard  blows;  and  that,  upon  the  moft  fenfible 
part.  Every  one  knows,  my  Lords,  where  that 
is.  It  is  in  America^  where  we  can  make  them 
feel  moft  fenfibly  the  weight  of  our  refentment : 
It  is  by  conquefts  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
where  we  caii  moft  effedually  fecure  or  enlarge 

^  our 
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our  commerce  and  navigation ;  and  it  is  there, 
where  they  can  leaft  refill  us.  If  they  have  none 
to  alTift  them,  we  muft,  by  attacking  them  vi- 
goroufly  in  that  part  of  the  world,  bring  the  war 
to  a  fpeedy  ifTue,  and  to  an  ifTue  that  will  be  ad- 
vantageous as  well  as  glorious  to  this  nation. 
'  What  then  have  we  to  fear,  my  Lords  ?  From 
a  v/ar  with  the  Spaniards  we  have  nothing  to 
fear  •,  but  from  a  peace  with  them,  unlefs  it  be 
fuch  a  one  as  we  fhall  prefcribe,  we  have  a  great 
deal  to  fear.  Former  experience  has  fhewn,  that 
we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  force  of  their 
arms  in  time  of  war;  but  late  experience  has 
fhewn,  that  we  have  fomething  to  fear  from  their 
treachery  in  time  of  peace.  But  fome  perfons 
amongft  us  may,  perhaps,  be  frightned,  left  the 
Spaniards  fhould  be  allifted  by  fome  of  the  other 
powers  of  Europe.  My  Lords,  they  can  be  af- 
fifted  by  none  but  the  French ;  and  France^  in  its 
prefent  circumftance,  and  according  to  that  which 
feems  to  be  its  prefent  fcheme  of  politicks,  will, 
I  believe,  be  very  loth  to  engage  in  a  war  with 
this  nation.  The  great  age  of  him  who  now  fo 
worthily  prefides  over  the  councils  of  that  king- 
dom, muft  make  him  defire  to  end  his  days  in 
peace  *,  and  therefore  it  is  not  probable  that  he 
will  engage  in  a  dangerous  war,  for  fupporting 
the  romantick  and  unjuft  pretenfions  of  the  court 
oi Spain-,  pretenfions  which  may  one  day  prove 
as  troublefome  and  prejudicial  to  France^  as  they 
have  lately  proved  to  England.  Befides,  the 
French  feem  now  to  be  more  intent  upon  extend- 
ing their  trade,  than  upon  extending  their  domi- 
nions; and,  in  a  war  with  this  nation,  their  trade 
muft  fufrer  in  every  branch ;  Nay,  if  we  exert 
ourfelves  as  we  ought,  it  muft  be  entirely  fuf- 
pended. 

*  But  the  difference,  my  Lords,  between  this 
sation  and  Franc€  is,  that  our  trade  is  our  chief 

*  fupport. 
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'  fupport,  and  therefore  we  muft  facrifice  every 

*  other  view  to  the  prefervation  of  our  trade: 
«  Whereas  the  chief  fupport  of  France  does  not 
'  depend  upon  its  trade,  and  for  this  reafon  the 

*  French  may,  on  account  of  other  views,  make  a 

*  facrifice  of  their  trade  for  a  time.  But  fuppofc 
'  they  fhould  refolve  to  make  a  facrifice  of  their 

*  own  trade,  in  order  to  diftrefs  the  trade  of  this 

*  nation,  by  joining  openly  with  Spain  a;gaiiifl  us, 
'  what  can  they  do  ?  They  muft  fight  us  by  fea, 

*  or  not  at  all:  They  can  attack  us  no  other  way; 

*  and  there  we  are  greatly  fuperior.     The  navies 

*  of  France  and  Spain  ]omt6.  together,  are  no  match 

*  for  the  navy  of  Great  Britain-^  and,  if  we  fhould 

*  deflroy  the  firfl  fquadron  they  fit  out,  we  might 

*  ruin  the  dominions  of  both  in  the  Weft -Indies^ 

*  before  they  could  be  able  to  fit  ought  another. 
'  To  talk  of  their  invading  us  here  at  home,  as 

*  long  as  we  are  united  amongft  ourfelves,  is  a 

*  mere  bug-bear.  We  have  already  properly  pro- 
'  vided  againft  it,  by  augmenting  our  land  forces, 

*  and  by  covering  the  fea  with  our  fhips  of  war. 
'  The  fea,  my  Lords,  when  fo  covered,  is  our 

*  defence  and  our  fafe-guard ;  when  not  fo  cover- 
'  ed,  it  is  our  prifon.     His  Majeily's  declaration 

*  of  war  againfl  Spain^  has  healed  all  our  divifions. 

*  There  is  now  no  animofity  in  the  kingdom,  but 
'  a  mofl  general  one  againfl  the  Spaniards-,  and  an 
'  invafion  from  France^  upon  the  prefent  occafion, 

*  would  unite  us  more  firmly  than  ever.  They 
'  cannot  therefore  attempt  to  invade  us,  without 

*  fending  at  once  fuch  an  army  as  would  be  fuffi- 

*  cient  for  conquering  the  kingdom.  For  this  pur- 

*  pofe,  they  muft  fend  a  very  great  army  of  horfe 

*  as  well  as  foot ;  and  the  providing  of  fhips  for 
'  tranfporting  fuch  an  army,  would  take  up  fo 
'  much  time,  and  make  fuch  a  noife  abroad,  that 
'  we  muffc  hear  of  it ;  in  which  cafe,  we  could  ea- 

*  fily  fend  a  fquadron  fuperior  to  any  they  can  fit 

*  out^ 
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*  out,  to  bum  their  fhlps  in  the  harbour,  or  to 
►  intercept  them,  if  they  dared  put  to  fea. 

*  In  fhort,  my  Lords,  France^  by  joining  in  the 
'  war,  muft  ruin  her  own  trade,  and  may  diftrefs 
'  ours  a  little,  but  flie  cannot  otherwife  hurt  us; 
'"  and  if  we  are  not  obliged  to  maintain  great  armies 

*  upon  the  continent  of  Europe^  as  we  were  in  the 
'  laft  war,  we  may  fend  fuch  a  naval  force  to  the 
'  fVeft-Indies\,  as  both  France  and  Spain  joined  to- 
^  gether  cannot  refift;  the  confequence  of  which 
^  would  be,  the  lofs  of  all  the  dominions  belonging 
^  to  both  thefe  nations  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
^  Therefore,  if  the  French  fhould  refolve  to  join 
^  with  Spain  in  the  prefent  war,  they  can  do  it  no 
^  way  with  any  effedl  againft  us,  but  by  endea- 
^  vouring  to  overturn  the  balance  of  power  in  Eu- 

*  rope^  and  for  that  purpofe  raifing  a  new  war  up- 

*  on  the  continent,  which  would  of  courfe  make 
'  our  former  allies  fue  to  us,  for  renewing  the  an- 

*  tient  confederacy  againft  France  and  Spain. 

*  Our  former  allies,  nay,  all  the  powers  of  Eu- 

*  rope^  my  Lords,  are  already  furprized  at  our  de- 

*  claration  of  war.  If  we  purfue  it  with  wifdom 
'  and  vigour,  it  muft,  in  all  human  probability, 
^  be  fuccefsful  *,  and  this  will  make  the  powers  of 
'  Europe  begin  to  refpedt  us,  as  much  as  they  have 

*  lately  defpifed  us.     His  prefent  Majefty  may  be 

*  made  the  greateft  and  moft  glorious  Prince  that 

*  ever  fate  upon  the  Britijh  throne;  but  if  our  war- 
^  like  meafures  fhould  ftill  be  interrupted,  or  ren- 

*  dered  languid,  by  that  fpirit  of  negotiation  which 

*  has  fo  long  prevailed,  the  opportunity  will  foon 

*  be  loft  •,  and  if  it  fhould,  God  forgive  them  that 

*  ftiall  be  the  caufe  of  fo  much  reproach  to  their 
'  Sovereign,    and  of  fuch  irretrievable   hurt  and 

*  ignominy  to  their  country. 

'  In  the  prefent  war,  my  Lords,  we  have  as  yet 
^  no  occafion  for  any  allies:  I  do  not  know  that  we 

*  fhall;  butjf  we  fhould,  we  may  ftill  find  great 

Vol.  XVIII.  Q^  ^  and 
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'  and  powerful  allies  in  Europe.  The  power  of 
'  the  houfe  of  Auftria  is  not  yet  become  fo  defpi- 

*  cable,  as  our  advocates  for  peace  have  endeavour- 
'  ed  to  reprefent  •,  and  I  hope  no  man  in  Britain  is 
'  now  afraid  of  the  overgrown  power  of  that  houfe. 
'  It  was  never  in  this  kingdom  a  national  jealoufy, 

*  nor  could  it  ever  be  made  fo,  notwithftanding 
'  the  great  pains  that  were  taken,  a  few  years  fince, 

*  to  inculcate  and  propagate  fuch  a  jealoufy  through 

*  all  parts  of  his  Majefty's  dominions.     The  Em-^ 

*  peror,  therefore,  may  ftill  be  a  moft  ufeful  ally 
'  to  us,  and  certainly  would  be  fo,  if  we  were  in 
'  any  real  danger;  becaufe  we  fhall  always  be  a 
^  moft  ufeful  ally  to  him,  when  the  balance  of 

*  power  is  in  danger,  at  leaft,  I  am  fure,  we  ought 
'  to  be  fo.  The  King  of  Prujfia  likewife  is  a  power 

*  whofe  alliance  we  may  always  depend  on,  if  we 
'  follow  right  meafures;  and  another  power,  which 

*  is  now  as  formidable  as  any  in  Europe^  wijl  al- 

*  ways,  I  believe,  be  fond  of  cultivating  a  clofe 

*  alliance  and  friendfhip  with  this  nation.  Even 
'  the  Diitch^  I  believe,  might  eafily  be  brought  in 
'  to  purfue  more  vigorous  meafures  than  they  have 
'  done  of  late  years.  But  thefe  things  are  not  to 
'  be  done  by  negotiation.  They  are  to  be  done 
'  by  vigorous  meafures  on  our  fide,  efpecially  in 
'  thofe  affairs  that  particularly  regard  ourfelves. 
'  If  we  Ihew  the  powers  of  Europe.^  that  we  dare 
'  refent  our  Vvrongs,  and  vindicate  our  rights,  and 
'  that  we  can  do  it  in  a  wife  and  vigorous  manner: 
'  If  we  fhew  them,  that  we  can  ftand  upon  our 
'  own  legs,  they  v/ill  apply  to  us ;  they  will  court 
'  our  favour,  becaufe  they  v/ill  from  thence  fee, 
'  v/e  can  give  them  affiftanee.  A  nation,  like  a 
'  private  man,  mufl:  in  vain  expedl  alTiftance  from 
'  its  neighbours,  if  they  believe  it  cannot  help  it- 
^  felf.  Notwithftanding  the  great  pains  taken  by 
'  feme  of  our  late  dealers  in  negotiation,  to  make 
'  the  world,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  believe,  that  we 

'  are 
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'  are  in  a  weak  and  helplefs  condition ;  I  hope  we 

'  fhall  now  fhew,  that  v/e  are  ftill  able  to  make  the 

*  proudeft;  nation  in  Europe  repent  her  having  da- 

*  red  to  infult  us. 

'  The   hypothefis  of  our  politicks  is  now,    I 

*  hope,  quite  altered.     We  are  now,  my  Lords,  I 

*  hope,  upon  a  right  hypothecs;  and  :f  that  hy- 
^  pothefis  be  vigoroufly  and  fteadily  purfued,  no 
^  matter  by  whom  *,  for  it  is  not  men,  but  the  hy- 
^  pothefis  of  our  late  condu(5t,  that  I  have  found 

*  fault  with.  If  the  fame  men  fhould  alter  the 
^  courfe  of  their  meafures:  If  they  fhould  lay  down 
'  a  right  hypothecs,  and  follow  that  hypothecs  in 

*  a  proper  manner,  I  fhall  be  as  ready  to  approve, 

*  as  ever  I  was  to  blame  their  conducl.  But  if 
'  they  have  a  mind  to  alter  their  condud:  in  time 

*  to  come,  they  will  forget,  they  mud  even  ap- 
'  prove  of  the  oppofition  that  was  made  to  their 

*  condud  in  time  paft ;  and  therefore,  they  will  be 
^  far  from  prefuming  to  fay,  that  the  authors  of 

*  that  oppofition  were  fomenters  of  heats  and  ani- 

*  mofities,  or  that  there  is  now  fubiifting  any  di- 
^  vifion  in  the  nation.     There  is  really  no  fuch 

*  thing  now  amongft  us,  nor  can  there  be  any  fuch 
^  thing  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  if  it  be 
'  carried  on  with  a  defign  to  revenge  us,  and  not 
'  with  a  defign  only  to  amufe  us.  Therefore,  I 
'  was  furprized  to  hear  any  thing  of  divifions  and 
'  animofities  mentioned  in  his  Majefi:y*s  fpeech, 
^  but  I  am  much  more  furprized  to  hear  our  divi- 
'  fions  and  animofities  made  a  part  of  a  motion  in 
^  this  l^ioufe,  and  that  by  a  noble  Lord,  who  at 
*-  the  fame  tim.e  fays,  he  has  taken  all  poffible  care 
'  to  avoid  inferting  in  his  motion,  any  thing  that 

*  may  occafion  the  leafb  objedion  or  difficulty,  and 
'  that  he  moft  heartily  wifhes  we  fhould  be  unani- 
'  mous  upon  the  prefent  occafion. 

'  But  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  there  had  been  any 

*  real  divifions  and  animofities  amongfl  us :  Sup- 

0^2  *  pofe 
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'  pofe  thefe  divifions  and  animofities  were  ftlll  fub- 

*  lifting  •,  would  it  be  right  in  us  to  publifti  it  to  the 

*  world  ?  Our  enemies  are  apt  enough  to  fay  we  are 

*  a  fa6lious  and  divided  people :  We  find  they  do 
'  fay  fo ;  and  they  will  certainly  endeavour  to  propa- 

*  gate  that  opinion  among  thofe  who  incline  to  be 

*  our  friends.  Shall  we  then,  by  an  addrefs,  which, 
'  we  know,  will  be  publlfhed  in  all  the  foreign 
'  Gazettes,  give  the  world  good  ground  to  believe 

*  fo  ?  Will  not  this  encourage  thofe  who  are  already 

*  our  declared  enemies  to  prolong  the  war  ?  Will 
'  it  not  encourage  thofe  who  are  as  yet  our  fecret 

*  enemies  to  declare  openly  again  ft  us  ?  Will  it  not 

*  difcourage  our  friends  from  giving  us  any  affif- 

*  tance  ?  If  we  fhould  come  to  ftand  in  need  of 

*  any  alliance,  there  is  nothing,   in  my  opinion, 

*  can  be  more  effedually  done  for  preventing  its 

*  being  in  our  power  to  procure  one ,  therefore,  I 

*  hope,  the  noble  Lord  will  agree  to  leave  out  of 

*  his  motion  every  expreflion  that  may  feem  to 

*  infinuate,  as  if  there  were  divifions  and  animofi- 

*  ties  ftill  fubfifting  amongft  us,    efpecially  lince 

*  thofe  expreflions  muft  be  look'd  on  as  a  reflexion 
'  upon  Lords  who  have,  upon  former  occafions, 

*  happened  to  differ  from  him  in  opinion,  and  con- 
'  fequently  muft  occafion  an  oppofition  to  a  motion 
'  which  would  otherwife  be  unanimoufly  agreed  to. 

*  Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  my  thoughts  upon  the 
'  prefent  occalion.     It  was  incumbent  upon  m.c  to 

*  offer  them  to  your  Lordftiips ;  but  I  fhall  make 
'  no  motion,  till  I  fee  how  other  Lords  think, 
'  with  regard  to  the  motion  now  under  our  confi- 
'  deration.' 

The  next  that  fpoke  was  the  Duke  of  Newcajik^ 
the  purport  of  whofe  fpeech  was  as  follows,  viz, 

'  My  Lords, 
Duke  of         c  I  f}^a[i  be  heartily  fflad  to  fee  the  refolution  we 
ipcech.  '  come 
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*  come  to  upon  this  occafion  unanimoully  agreed 
'  to,  but  I  would  not  have  us,  even  for  the  fake 

*  of  unanlmit)^,  be  guilty  of  any  fort  of  difrefped 

*  to  his  Majefty.  As  he  has  mentioned,  and,  I 
'  think,  properly  and  feafonably  mentioned  divi- 

*  fions,  heats,  and  animofitics,  we  ought,  In  refpe(5t 

*  to  him,  to  make  fome  fort  of  anfwer  to  that  part 

*  of  his  fpeech ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  we  cannot 

*  make  a  more  proper  anfwer,  than  what  the  noble 

*  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  propofe.     That  there 

*  have  been  divifions  amongft  us,  and  that  thofc 
'  divifions  have  been  fomented,  and  even  carried 
'  the  length  of  heats  and  animofities,  is  what,  I 
'  think,  no  man  can  deny.  I  beg  pardon,  my 
'  Lords,  I  do  not  mean  in  this  houfe,  or  among 
'  your  Lordfhips.     Your  Lordfhips  may  differ  in 

*  opinion,  and  you  may  fupport  your  refpedive 

*  opinions  with  fervency  and  zeal.     I  know  you 

*  always  will,  becaufe  you  have  the  good  of  your 

*  country  fincerely  at  heart  But  your  Lordfhips 
'  fupport  your  opinions  with  temper  and  difcretion, 
^  and  never  allow  a  difference  in  opinion,  to  tranf- 

*  port  you  into  any  heat  or  animofity. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  has  been,  this,  I  hope,  will 
^  always  be,  the  laudable  behaviour  of  your  Lord- 
'  fhips,  both  within  doors  and  without;  but  this 
'  cannot  be  faid  of  the  refl  of  the  nation.  Their 
'  differences  in  opinion  may  fometimes  fiow  from 
'  a  difference  that  has  arifen  in  this  houfe :  They 

*  may  follow  your  Lordfhips  in  their  differences, 
'  but  few  of  them  know  how  to  imitate  you  in 
'  temper  and  moderation.  This  is  the  caufe  that 
'  differences  in  opinion,  about  matters  of  a  publick 
'  nature,  often  create  divifions  among  the  people 
'  without  doors ;  and  thofe  who  are  difaffeded  to 
'  his  Majefly's  perfon  and  government,  always 
'  endeavour  to  nurfe  thefe  divifions  up  into  heats 

*  and  animofities,  and  too  often  fucceed  in  their 
'  attempts.     Whatever  is  faid,   therefore,   in  his 

CL3  '  Majefly's 
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*  Majefty's  fpeech  from  the  throne,  v/hatever  may 
'  be  faid  in  your  addrefs,  about  divifions,  heats  or 
'  animofities,  can  relate  only  to  the  people  with- 
'  out  doors :  It  can  no  way  relate  to  your  Lord- 
'  fnips,  and  confequently  no  Lord  in  this  houfe 
'  can  have  reafon  to  think  himfelf  receded  on  by 
'  any  fuch  exprefilon,  either  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech, 
'  or  in  our  addrefs. 

'  But  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  there  never  had  been, 
'  nor  were  now,  any  fuch  thing  as  divifions,  heats 
'  or  animofities  in  the  nation,  yet  as  fuch  misfor- 

*  tunes  are  too  frequent  in  every  free  country,  it 

*  was  right  in  his  Majefty  to  caution  us  againft 
'  them.  It  was  a  moft  feafonable  advice  upon  the 
'  breaking  out  of  a  war,  which  may  be  heavy, 

*  dangerous,  and  tedious,  though  it  has  at  prefent 

*  the  appearance  of  not  being  fo.  The  noble  Lord 

*  that  fpoke  lail:,  exprefied  a  great  regard  for  ths 
'  late  King  William.  I  fhall  readily  join  with  him 
'  in  teftifying  my  efteem  for  that  great  Prince; 

*  and  therefore,  I  muft  approve  of  his  Majefty's 

*  sivinpf  us  a  caution  at  this  iundture  againft  heats 
'  and  animofities,  becaufe  King  William  did  the 
'  fame  upon  a  like  occafion.  That  Prince,  in  his 
'  laft  fpeech  to  his  Parliament,  when  war  againft 
'  Fra?2ce  and  Spain  was  refolved  on,  though  not 

*  then  declared,  recommended  it  particularly  to  his 
«  Farliam.ent  to  avoid  all  manner  of  difputes  and 
'  differences,  and  to  lay  afide  thofe  unhappy  fatal 
*■  animofities,  which  divided  and  weakened  this 
'  nation.  For  this  reafon,  if  the  example  of  King 
'  Williaj;7  can  be  of  any  weight,  and,  I  muft  think 

*  It  ought,  we  mufi:  approve  of  the  advice  his 
'  Majefty  has  given  us  upon  this  occafion,  and  if 

*  we  approve  of  it,  we  ought  to  fay  fomething  in 

*  return. 

'  In  this,  my  Lords,  his  Majefiy  has  done  no 
'  more  than  fellow  the  example  of  King  William, 
^  and  as  he  equals  that  Prince  in  many  other  vir- 

'  tues. 
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'  tues.  To  he  equals  him   in  a  true  regard  for  the 

*  glory  and  happinefs  of  his  kingdoms,  which,  I 
''  am  convinced,   will  be  manifefted  in  a   prudent 

*  and  vigorous  profecution  of  the  prefent  war. 
'  King  fVilliam^  in  my  opinion,  and,  I  believe,  in 

*  the  opinion  of  every  man  that  hears  me,  judged 

*  right  when  he  fuppofed  that  the  Indies  was  the 
'  proper  place  for  carrying  on  a  war  againfl:  Spain, 
'  His  prefent  Majefty  we  may  fuppofe,  from  what 
«  he  fays  in  his  fpeech,  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion. 
'  He  has  told  us  that  he  has  augmented  his  forces 
'  by  fea  and  land,  as  the  neceffary  means  of  dif- 
'  treffing  and  annoying  our  enemies  in  the  moft  fen- 
'  fihle  parts^  by  which  he  certainly  means  the  In- 
^  dies ;  and,  I  believe,  no  man  fuppofes  that  we 
^  ought  to  exhauft  our  ftrength  in  attacking  any 
^  of  their  dominions  in  Europe.  We  may,  there- 
'  fore,  fuppofe,  that  his  Maiefty  will  certainly 
'  pufh  the  war  againft  Spain  with  the  greatefl;  vi- 

*  gour  in  the  Indies  \  and  if  he  had  occafion  for  it, 
'  he  would  as  certainly  make  ftipulations  in  every 
'  alliance  he  enters  into,  for  our  keeping  pofTefTion 
'  of  the  conquefts  we  may  make  in  that  part  of 
^  the  world.     It  was  necefiary  for  King  William 

*  to  make  fuch  a  ftipulation  in  the  alliance  he  at 
*'  that  time  concluded  with  the  Emperor,  becaufe 
'  by  that  alliance  the  dominions  of  Spain  w^ere  to 
'  be  given  to  a  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 

*  But  as  his  prefent  Majeily  has  no  fuch  defign, 
'  he  has  no  occafion  for  any  fuch  {lipulation.  If 
'  we  now  make  any  conquefls  in  that  part  of  the 
'  world,  as  I  hope  we  fhall,  no  ally  we  can  have 
^  in  the  prefent  war,  will  have  a  right  to  prevent 
'  our  keeping  pofleffion  of  what  we  conquer: 
'  Whereas,  by  the  alliance  we  then  entered  into, 

*  the  Emperor  would  have  had  a  right  to  prevent 

*  it,  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  ftipulation. 

*  I  do  not  fee,  my  Lords,   hov/  any  of  our  for- 

*  mer  meafures  can  be  properly  brought  under  our 

0^4  '  confideratioa 
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confideration  in  this  debate.   I  wifh  we  could  all 
forget  our  differences  about  paft  meafures,  and 
heartily  unite  in  fuch  meafures  for  the  time  to 
come,  as  may  redound  to  the  glory  and  advan- 
tage of  our  country.  But  as  the  noble  Lord  that 
fpoke  laft,  was  pleafed  to  throw  out  fome  things 
that  may  be  loolc'd  on  as  reflections  on  our  paft 
meafures,  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me,  confi- 
dering  the  poft  in  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
ferv^  his  Majefty,  to  fay  fomething  in  their  jufti- 
fication.     I  have  approved  of  our  publick  mea- 
fures, my  Lords,  for  feveral  years  paft :  I  ftil! 
approve  of  them :  Nay,  I  fo  much  approve  of 
them,  that  if  any  one  of  them  had  been  other- 
wife  than  it  was,  I  am  convinced,  I  ftiould  have 
difapproved  of  it.     The  noble  Lord  has  found 
fault  with  feveral  of  our  meafures :  He  has  par- 
"  ticularly,  upon  this  occafion,  found  fault  with 
'  our  negotiations  for  preventing  a  war,  which  of 
'  all  others,  are,  in  my  opinion,  the  moft  juftifia- 
'  ble.     His  Majefty,  out  of  his  tender  regard  to 
[  his  people,  was  refolved,  if  pofiible,  to  avoid  a 
^  war :  He  endeavoured  as  much  as  he  could,  to 
'  obtain  redrefs  by  peaceable  means.  For  this  pur- 
'  pofe  it  was  neceftary  to  negotiate  j  and  from  the 

*  fame  motive  he  continued  to  negotiate,  as  long 

*  as  there  were  any  hopes  of  fuccefs.     I  hope  the 
'  noble  Lord  would  not  have  had  us  declare  war 

*  before  we  demanded  redrefs ;  and  we  could  not, 

*  in  juftice,  declare  war,  as  long  as  we  had  reafon 
'  to  believe  our  demand  would  be  complied  with. 

*  Our  negotiations  were  not  altogether  fruitlefs : 

*  They  procured  a  convention,  by  which,  \£  Spain 
f  had  been  fincere,  an  open  rupture  might  have 

*  been  avoided ;  for  I  muft  ftill  approve  of  that 
^  convention :  I  muft  ftill  think,  we  aded  prudent- 

*  ly  in  agreeing  to  it.  Reparation  for  our  damages 

*  was  thereby  exprefsly  promifed;    and,    if  that 
!  promife  had  been  fulfilled,  the  other  articles  in 

*  difputt 
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<  difpute  might  have  been  eafily  adjufted.     But 

*  when  the  court  of  Spain  refufed  to  comply  with 

*  what  they  fo  folemnly  promlfed,  then,  and  not 

*  till  then,  it  became  in  vain  to  negotiate;  and 

*  then  his  Majefty,  according  to  the  advice  of  his 

*  Parliament,   refolved  upon  forcible  means,    for 

*  obtaining  that  which  he  faw  he  could  no  longer 

*  expert  to  obtain  by  negotiation. 

'  Trade,  my  Lords,  is  our  chief  fupport :  Even 

*  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  has  acknowledg- 

*  ed  it  to  be  fo  •,  therefore,  it  is  neceflary  for  us  to 
'  avoid  war  as  much  as  pofTible ;  for  our  trade  muft 

*  fuffer  by  every  war  we  can  be  engaged  in.     It 

*  muft  of  courfe  occafion  an  entire  flop  to  our  trade 
'  with  that  nation  againft  which  we  happen  to  be 

*  engaged,  and  this  breaks  the  chain  of  the  general 
'  trade  we  carry  on ;  for  our  trade  with  every  na- 
^  tion  depends.  In  fome  meafure,  upon  our  trade 

*  with  every  other  nation  where  we  carry  on  any 

*  commerce.  Befides,  our  trade  muft  fuffer  in 
'  every  branch,  by  the  privateers  of  that  nation 

*  we  are  at  war  with ;  for  it  is  Impoflible  fo  to  co- 
'  ver  the  ocean  with  cruifers,  as  to  prevent  their 

*  fending  out  privateers;  and,  if  they  have  any 

*  fuch  at  fea,  our  merchant- fhips  cannot  proceed 

*  fafely  on  their  voyage  without  convoy,  which  is 

*  always  a  great  expence,   and  often  occafions  a 

*  difappolntment  to  the  merchant.     To  which  I 

*  muft  add,  that  a  war  with  Spain  muft  always 

*  be  more  injurious  to  our  trade,  than  a  war  with 

*  any  other  nation  in  Europe ;  becaufe  of  the  great 

*  trade  our  merchants  carry  on  In  that  kingdom, 

*  either  in  their  own  or  In  borrowed  names,  and 

*  becaufe  of  that  country's  lying  fo  convenient  for 

*  interrupting,  by  their  privateers,  our  trade  with 

*  Portugal^  Turkey^  Italy^  Africa^  and  with  our 
'  own  plantations  in  America, 

*  No  man  therefore,  my  Lords,  who  confiders 

*  thefe  things,  can,  in  my  opinion,  bkme  our  en- 

*  deavouring 
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deavouring  to  avoid  a  war  with  Spain^  by- 
means  of  a  negotiation.  We  were  in  the  right 
to  negotiate  as  long  as  we  had  the  leaft  hopes 
left  of  obtaining  fatisfadlion  in  that  way.  If 
his  Majefty  had  plunged  the  nation  into  a  war, 
upon  the  firfl:  infult  offered  by  Spain^  I  am  con- 
vinced we  fhould  then  have  had  as  much  faid, 
and  I  am  fure  with  more  reafon,  againft  a  rafh 
and  precipitate  war,  as  we  have  lately  heard 
againft  long  and  tedious  negotiations.  The  in- 
conveniencies  and  lofTes  our  trade  was  expofed 
to  by  a  war,  would  have  been  fet  forth  v/ith 
great  vehemence :  The  advantage  of  our  trade 
with  Spain^  would  have  been  magnified  to  a 
high  degree ,  and  the  prudence  of  waiting  a 
more  favourable  ccnjuncPcure  for  obtaining  re- 
drefs  from  that  crown,  might  have  been  with 
juftice  infifted  on  ;  becaufe,  as  it  is  the  intereft 
of  that  nation  not  to  fall  out  with  us,  it  was 
reafonable  to  expedl,  that  a  change  of  meafures 
at  that  court,  or  a  change  in  their  adminiftration, 
would  have  put  an  end  to  their  injurious  treat- 
ment of  us,  and  would  have  inclined  them  to 
give  ear  to  a  friendly  accommodation. 
'  But,  my  Lords,  as  his  Majefty,  like  a  tender 
father,  was  loth  to  engage  his  people  in  a  war, 
which  muft  be  fatal  to  fome  of  them,  and  pre- 
judicial to  great  numbers  -,  as  he  endeavoured  to 
prevent  a  v;ar  by  negotiation,  as  long  as  there 
were  any  hopes  left  of  fucceeding  in  that  way, 
thofe  who  are  refolved  to  find  fault  with  the 
condud  of  our  publick  affairs,  (which,  I  am 
fure,  is  not  the  cafe  with  regard  to  any  of  your 
Lordfnipsj  have  now  nothing  to  fay,  but  againft 
our  negotiations,  which  have,  indeed,  at  laft 
failed  of  the  wifhed  for  fuccefs  ;  but  this,  I  am 
fure,  no  man  could  forefee.  Before  the  end  of 
May  laft,  no  man  could  pretend  to  fay,  that 
this  would  be  the  event.     As  foon  as  this  hap- 

*  pened 
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'  pened  to  be  the  cafe,  his  Majefty  began  to  pre- 
'  pare  for  war,  and  took  the  firft  opportunity  to 
*-  commence  hoftllitles  \  and  we  have,  at  leaft, 
'  gained  this  advantage  from  our  negotiations, 
'  that  all  the  powers  of  Europe  muft  now  fee  we 
'  have  juftlce  of  our  fide,  becaufe  we  did  not  of- 

*  fer  to  attack  them,  till  they  had  broke  through 

*  one  of  the  moft  folemn  and  explicit  ftlpulations 
'  that  one  nation  can  make  with  another.  The 
'  other  powers  of  Europe   could  not  eafily,    or 

*  perhaps  would  not  be  at  the  pains  to  underftand 

*  the  difputes  between  the  Spaniards  and  us  about 

*  fearching  our  fhlps  on  the  feas,  or  about  our  re- 
^  fpedive  rights  and  limits  on  the  continent  or  In 

*  the  iflands  of  America  \  but  every  power  in  Eu- 

*  rope  muft  underftand,  and  muft  look  on  their 

*  refufing  to  pay  the  95,000/.  ftipulated  by  the 

*  convention,  as  an  open  and  notorious  violation 

*  of  faith. 

*  His   Majefty's   declaration   of  war   has,   'tis 

*  true,  put  an  end  to  thofe  clamours  that  were 

*  ralfed  againft  our  peaceable  negotiations  ;  but  I 
'  am  afraid,  my  Lords,  it  has  not  put  an  end  to 

*  our  divlfions.  Thofe  who  in  time  of  peace 
'  cried  out  for  war,  cannot  certainly  find  fault 
'  with  the  declaration  of  war.     This  v/ould  ren- 

*  der  them  ridiculous  ;  but  I  am  afraid,  the  fame 
'  fpirit  that  prompted  them  to  find  fault  with  our 
'  peaceable  negotiations,  will  prompt  them  to 
'  find  fault  with  our  warlike  operations ;  and  the 
'  very  nature  of  the  thing  muft  furnlfti  them 
'  with  a  greater  abundance  of  m.aterials  for  com- 

*  plaint.     In   time   of  v/ar   fome  crofs  accidents 

*  muft  happen :  The  beft  concerted  fchemes  may 
'  fail  of  fuccefs :  The  former  will  be  afcribed,  by 

*  the  malicious,  to  want  of  care,  and  the  latter 

*  to  want   of  condud.     The   noble   Lord    who 

*  fpoke  laft  has,  indeed,  with  his  ufual  candour, 
'  declared,  that  if  the  plan  be  right,  he  will  not 

'  find 


236  Parliamentary    A.  1739, 

*  find  fault  with  the  event,  therefore,  I  do  not 

*  queftion  our  having  his  approbation  in  every 
^  ftep  of  our  future  condudt ;    and  as  we  have 

*  juftice  on  our  fide,  and  may  confequently  expe<fl 
'  the  protedion  of  divine  Providence,  I  hope  the 

*  moft  malicious  will  have  but  very  little  room  to 

*  find  fault.     We   have  already   met  with  fome 

*  fuccefs ;  which,  in  all  probability,  will  foon  be 

*  followed  by  others :  We  have  failed  in  no  at- 
'  tempt  but  one,  and  that  was  fo  vifibly  occa- 
^  fioned  by  contrary  winds  and  ftorms,   that  no 

*  man  can  have  the  aflurance  to  impute  it  to  any 

*  defedl  in  our  condudl.     At  the  fame  time,  (o 

*  great  care  has  been  taken  to  provide  for  our 

*  fafety  at  home,  and  for  the  prote6tion  of  our 

*  dominions  and  trade  abroad,  that  we  are  in  no 

*  great  danger  of  being  attack'd  in  any  part  of 

*  our  dominions ;   and  confidering   the  extenfive 

*  trade  we  carry  on,  and  the  vaft  number  of  fhips 

*  our  merchants  have  at  fea,  fo  few  of  them  have 

*  fallen  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,    and  all 

*  this  has  been  done  with  fo  much  prudence  and 

*  oeconomy,  that  the  moft  fertile  malice  cannot, 

*  I  think,  invent  an  objedlion  againft  our  conduct 

*  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

*  I  fhall  join  with  the  noble  Lord  in  faying, 

*  that  it  is  our  bufinefs  to  make  this,  as  well  as 

*  every  other  war  we  engage  in,  as  fhort  as  pofii- 

*  ble,  and,  I  hope,  the  war  we  are  now  engaged 

*  in  will  not  be  of  any  long  duration.     It  cannot 

*  continue  long,  if  Spam  gets  no  afTiftance  from 
'  any  other  power  in  Europe.     We  have  already 

*  provided,  I  hope  fufficiently  provided,  for  our 

*  defence,  v.^hich  was  certainly  the  firft  thing  ne- 

*  cefiary.  We  are  now  to  provide  for  attacking 
'  the  enemy ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  as 

*  foon  as  the  feafon  will  permit,  we  fhall  be  able 
«  to  attack  them  in  the  proper  place,  with  fuch  a 
'  force  as  they  cannot  refift.     Our  negotiations  to 

*  prevent 
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^  prevent  a  war  were,  perhaps,  more  tedious  than 

*  was  agreeable  to  fome  people  amongft  us ;  but 
'  now  the  war  is  begun,  I  hope  we  Ihall  be  able 
'  to  pulh  it  with  fuch  vigour  and  fuccefs,  as  muft 

*  produce  an  honourable  peace,   before  ariy  man 

*  in  the  kingdom  can  have  time  to  be  tired  of 
"  the  war.     As  his  Majefty  has  fecured  us,  by  an 

*  augmentation  of  his  land  forces,  againft  the  de- 

*  figns  of  our  enemies  at  home,  and,  by  covering 

*  the  feas  with  his  fquadrons,  againft  an  attack 
'  from  our  enemies  abroad,  the  Spaniards  muft  foon 

*  find  themfelves  difappointed  in  the  hopes  they 
'  had,  of  reaping  advantage  from  our  divifions  -, 
^  and  being  deprived  of  thefe  hopes,  when  they 

*  fee  that  we  are  ready  to  attack  them  in  the  moil 
^  fenfible  part,  and  with  an  irrefiltible  force,  they 

*  will  probably  fubmit  to  reafonable  terms.     They 

*  muft  fubmit,  unlefs  they  are  fure  of  having  the 
'  aid  of  a   neighbouring   power,    for  preventing 

*  that  vengeance  which  will  foon  be  ready  to 
'  burft  upon  them. 

'  My  Lords,   the  noble  Lord  that  fpoke  laft 

*  has  allowed,  that  there  is  fome  danger  of  France's 

*  declaring  againft  us  in  the  prefent  war.     He  has 

*  allowed  that  France  may  facrifice  her  trade  to 

*  other  views.     I  do  not  know  that  we  are  as  yet 

*  in  any  danger  from  that  quarter.     I  hope  we  are 

*  not ',  but  no  man  can  tell  how  foon  we  may ; 
'  for  notwithftanding  the  grear  age  of  the  prefent 

*  prime  minlfter  of  that  kingdom,  notwlthftand- 

*  ing  his  prefent  peaceable  difpofition,  we  cannot 

*  entirely  truft  to  it.     We  know  he  can  alter  that 

*  difpofition,  when  he  finds  it  proper  or  neceflary 

*  fo  to  do.     \¥e  know  the  anlmolity  that  has  fo 

*  long  fubfifted  betv/een  that  nation  and  this :  We 

*  knov/  the  regard  the  people  of  Fra7:ce  have  for 

*  the  Royal  Family  of  Spain  ;   and  therefore  the 

*  prime  minlfter  of  that  kingdom,  not  with  ftand- 

*  ing   the  arbitrary   form   of  their   government, 

'  may. 
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may,  like  the  minifters  in  other  countries,  be 
forced  to  chime  in  with  the  general  inclinations, 
perhaps  the  general  whim,  of  his  countrymen. 
Many  things  may  induce  the  French  to  alter 
their  prefent  meafures,  and  as  their  King  is  ab- 
folute  mafter  within  his  dominions,  the  effeds 
of  that  alteration  may,  and  probably  w^ill  be  in- 
ftantaneous,  and  may  be  fatal  to  us,  if  we  are 
not  fully  provided  againft  them-  On  this  ac- 
count it  is  prudent,  it  is  neceflary  for  us  to  make 
more  formidable  preparations,  and  to  put  our- 
felves  to  a  greater  expence,  than  might,  per- 
haps, be  necefTary,  if  we  were  fure  of  having 
none  but  the  Spaniards  to  deal  with. 
'  But  this,  my  Lords,  is  far  from  being  the 
cafe.  We  cannot  depend  upon  the  counfels  of 
any  fi>reign  nation.  The  only  fure  method  we 
have  for  preventing  an  alteration  in  their  coun- 
fels with  regard  to  us,  is  to  prevent  its  being  in 
their  power  to  hurt  us,  by  providing  fufficiently 
for  our  defence  at  land,  as  well  as  by  fea  \  and 
as  the  court  of  France  is  nearly  allied  with  that 
of  Spain ^  as  the  coaft  of  France  lies  more  con- 
venient for  invading  this  kingdom  than  any 
other  coaft  in  Europe^  we  ought,  in  the  prefent 
war,  to  provide  againft  a  fudden  attack  from 
thence,  as  well  as  againft  an  attack  from  Spain, 
It  is  a  little,  I  may  fay,  diverting  to  obferve  the 
different  opinions  of  fome  without  doors  at  dif- 
ferent times.  It  is  not  many  years  fince  the 
power  of  France  was  reprefented  in  a  terrible 
light:  We  were  but  a  few  years  ago  told,  that 
the  power  of  France  was  become  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  Europe  \  and  from  thence  an  ar- 
gument was  drawn  for  our  engaging  againft  that 
crown  in  a  war,  in  which  we  had  no  immediate 
concern.  I  am  fure  the  power  of  France  is  no 
way  diminifhed  fince  that  timiC,  nor  can  I  think, 
that  the  power  of  this  nation  is  any  way  in- 

*  creafed; 
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creafedj  and  yet  now,  we  are  told,  that  the 
power  of  France  is  fo  inconfiderable,  that  even 
this  nation  alone  has  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
united  power  of  France  and  Spain :  And  that 
France,  by  joining  with  Spain  in  the  prefent 
war,  may  hurt  herfelf  but  cannot  hurt  us. 
This  way  of  talking  is  fomething  ftrange  ;  but 
I  am  no  way  furprized  at  it.  We  were  then  in 
peace,  and  our  adminiftration  were  againft  in- 
volving their  country  in  war,  unlefs  France 
fhould  pufh  her  conquefts  fo  far,  as  to  endanger 
the  liberties  of  Europe :  We  are  now  in  war, 
and  our  adminiftration  think  it  necelTary  to  pro- 
vide againft  France^  taking  a  fnare  in  the  war 
againft  us.  This  is  the  fole  caufe  of  this  diffe- 
rence in  opinion,  with  regard  to  the  power  of 
France.  Our  adminiftration  have,  for  good 
reafons,  altered  their  meafures,  and  therefore 
thofe  who  oppofe  them  muft,  without  any  rea- 
fon,  alter  their  opinions. 

*  I  am  far  from  accufing  any  Lord  in  this  houfe 
of  fuch  a  condud.  Your  Lordfhips  always  form 
your  opinions  upon  reafons  that  appear  at  lead  to 
you  fubftantial  \  but  this,  my  Lords,  cannot  be 
faid  of  many  without  doors.  The  chief  reafon 
for  the  opinion  they  form,  often  feems  to  be, 
becaufe  the  adminiftration  happens  to  be  of  an- 
other ;  and  fuch  a  condu(5l  muft  proceed  from  c^ 
fpirit  of  divifion  and  animofity :  I  am  fure,  it 
does  not  proceed  from  a  fpirit  that  can,  in  any 
fenfe,  be  called  rational.  It  muft  from  thence 
appear,  that  there  is  a  fpirit  of  difTenfion  and 
animofity  reigning  without  doors  \  and  thofe 
who  are  difaffedled,  will  always  endeavour  to 
cultivate  and  improve  that  fpirit  as  much  as 
they  can,  efpeciaiiy  at  the  beginning  of  a  foreign 
war.  This  made  it  necefiary  for  his  Majefty, 
upon  the  prefent  occafion,  to  caution  us  againtl: 
heats  and  animofities,  and  for  the  fame  reafon 

2  '  we 
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^  we  ought  to  pay  a  due  refpedl  to  that  caution^ 

*  not  only  in  our  addrefs,  but  alfo  in  our  future 
'  condudt.     This  ought  to  prevail  with  us,  to  be 

*  as  unanimous  as  pofTible  in  all  our  future  refolu- 

*  tions  ;    for,    though   no  difference   of  opinion 

*  ever  arifes  to  any  heat  or  animofity  in  this 
^  houfe,  yet  it  adds  fewel  to  thofe  heats  and 
'  animofities  that  are  induftrioufly  fomented  by 
'  the  difaffedled  without  doors  i  and,  as  it  cannot 
'  be  fuppofed,  that  any  of  your  Lordfiiips  are  in 
'  the  leaft  concerned  in  thofe  divifions,  heats,  or 

*  animofities  that  prevail  without  doors,  therefore^ 
'  I  hope,  the  noble  Lord's  motion  will  be  unani- 
'  moufly  agreed  to  without  any  amendment.' 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  rofe  tip  next,  and  fpoke 
to  this  effedl,  viz.  ^ 

'  My  Lords, 
Duke  of  <  As  I  have  not  the  honour  to  have  any  fhare 

ipeech.  ^     *  1^  his  Majefty's  counfels,   I  cannot  pretend  to 
'  fay,  what  is  meant  by  the  dlvifions,  heats,  and 

*  animofities  mentioned  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech 
'  from  the  throne  ;   but  as  that  fpeech,   and  all 

*  fuch  fpeeches  are  diredled  to  the  two  houfes  of 

*  Parliament,    the   moft  obvious,    and,   I  think^ 

*  the  moft  natural  conftrudion  that  can  be  put 

*  upon  it  is,    that  his  Majefty  means  the  divi- 

*  fions,  heats,  and  animofities  that  have  arifen  in 

*  one  oi*  other  houfe  of  Parliament.  This  is  the 
'  conftru6lion,  I  am  convinced,  that  will  be  put 
'  upon  it  by  our  people  at  home,  and  by  our 
'  friends  as  well  as  enemies  abroad  *,  and  as  his 

*  Majefty  can  know  nothing  of  thefe  divifions, 

*  heats,  or  animofities,  but  by  information,  I  am 
'  fure,  thofe  that  have  told  him  of  there  being 

*  any  fuch  thing  in  either  houfe,  have  done  no 

*  fervice  to  their  King  or  country.     No  man  can,' 

*  with  the  leaft  ftiadow  of  truth,  fay,  there  has 

*  been  any  fuch  thing  in  Parliament  j  and  there- 

*  fore 
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*  fore  I  muft  think,  that  thofe  who  have  given 

*  his  Majefty  fuch  a  falfe  information,  if  they  are 

*  not  guilty  of  treafon,  they  are  at  leaft  guilty  of 
'  a  very  high  mifdemeanor.  It  is  a  mifreprefent- 
^  ing  of  the  Parliament  to  the  King,  which  may 
^  be  attended  with  confequences  fatal  to  the  na- 
^  tion,  and  therefore  muft  be  a  crime  of  a  moft 

*  heinous  nature.  What  then  fhall  we  be  guilty 
^  of,  if  by  any  words  in  our  addrefs,  we  confirm 

*  this  mifreprefentation  that  has  been  made  of  us 
*-  to  his  Majefty  ?  Will  it  not  make  his  Majefty, 

*  as  well  as  every  perfon  without  doors,  both 
^  abroad  and  at  home,  be  convinced,  that  there 
^  have  been  great  heats  and  animolities  in  Parlia- 
^  ment,  and  that  thofe  heats  and  animofities  are 
'  far  from  being  allayed  or  alleviated?  What  an 
'"  encouragement  will  this  be  to  our  enemies,  what 
^  a  difconfolation  to  our  friends  ? 

'  Surely  every  Lord  that  hears  me  muft  be 
'  confcious,  that  there  have  been  no  heats  or  ani- 

*  mofities  in  this  houfe,  and  I  have  heard  of  none 
'  in  the  other.  Even  with  regard  to  the  people 
'  without    doors,    I   cannot   think,    my  Lords, 

*  there  is  the  leaft  ground  for  faying,  there  is  any 
'  divifion  or  animoftty  among  them.  I  am  fure 
'  ic  cannot  be  faid,  there  is  any  number  of  merit 

in  the  nation,    that  difapprove  of  the  war  his 
'  Majefty  has  declared  againft  Spain.     I  have  not 

*  lately  been  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  but 
here  in  London  there  never  was  a  meafure 
more  univerfally  approved  of,  by  all  ranks  and 
degrees  of  mtn.  The  people  have  ftiewn  their 
approbation  by  every  method  they  cotild  think 
of-,  and  I  do  not  think,  that  a  meafure  fo  h'ghly 
approved  of  in  and  about  the  city  of  London^ 
can  meet  with  any  cenfure  or  oppoi^tion  in  the 
cou':try. 

*  What  circumftances  the  nation  was  in,   to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  King  TFillianis  reign,  I 
VoL.XVIIL  R  *  cannot 
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^  cannot  at  prefent,    my  Lords,    take  upon  me 

*  fully  to  explain  ;  but  I  remember  two  or  three 

*  circumftances,  whieh  make  our  cafe  very  diffe- 

*  rent  now,  from  what  it  was  then.    But  three  or 

*  four  months  before  that  Prince  made  the  fpeech 
'  to  his  Parliament,  which  the  noble  Duke  has 

*  been  pleafed  to  mention,  the  late  unfortunate 

*  King  James   having   died    at  St.  Germans    m 
'  France^  his  fon  was  publickly  proclaimed  King 

*  of  England^  Scotland.,   and  Ireland.,   zt  St.  Ger- 

*  mans,  and  folemnly  and  openly  acknowledged 

*  as  fuch  by  the  King  of  France,  which  was  a 

*  good  reafon  for  King  William^s  admonifhing  his 

*  Parliament  to  beware  of  divifions  and  animofi- 

*  ties,  and  a  reafon  which  does  not  now  fubfift. 

*  This,  I  fay,  was  a  good  reafon  -,  but  there  was 
'  ftill  a  much  ftronger.     In  the  very  feflion  of 

*  Parliament  immediately  preceding  that  which  he 

*  opened  with  the  fpeech  the  noble  Duke  has 
'  mentioned,  there  had  been  great  contefts,  and 

*  great  heats  and  animofities  in  both  houfes :  Se- 
-*     *  veral  noble  Lords  who  were  the  King's  chief 

'  minifters  and  favourites,  and  who  had  done  fig- 

'  nal  fervices  to  their  country,  had  been  impeach- 

*  ed  by  the  houfe  of  Commons,  which  not  only 
'  raifed  heats  and  animofities  in  each  houfe,  but 

*  occafioned  a  fort  of  breach  between  the  two , 
'  and  was,    perhaps,    the  occafion  of  diflblving 

*  that  Parliament  about  the  end  of  the  enfuing 

*  fummer.     To  this  I  may  add,  that  even  as  to 

*  the  war  then  about  to  be  entered  into,   there 

*  were  great  divifions  in  the  nation  *,  fome  being 

*  for  entering  into  it  as  auxiliaries  only,  and  fome 

*  for  entering  into  it  as  principals :  Nay,  the  party 
'  for  the  former  of  thefe  two  methods  was  fo  nu- 
'  merous  and  powerful,  that  had  it  not  been  for 
'  the  indignity  put  upon  thefe  kingdoms  by  the 

*  French  King,  as  I  have  juft  mentioned,  the  na- 

•^  tion 
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*  tion  could  hardly  have  been  prevailed  on  to 
'  enter  into  the  war  as  principals. 

'  King  IVilUam^  therefore,  had  fome  rea fon  to 

*  caution  his  Parliament,  being  a  new  one  which 
'  he  had   no   experience  of,    againft   thofe  heats 

*  and  animofities  that  had  adually  happened  in 

*  the  former  -,  but  furely,  my  Lords,  no  fuch 
'  reafon  exifts  at  prefent.     His  Majefty  has  had 

*  feveral    years    experience    of   this    Parliament : 

*  There  have  been  no  heats  or  animofities  in  Par- 
•^  liament :  There   has  been  no  animofity  among 

*  the  people,  but  a  very  general  one  again 0:  Spain^ 
'  and  as  general  a  one  againft  the  tamenefs  with 
'  which  our  minifters  bore  the  infults  of  that  na- 

*  tion.  The  latter  is  now  put  an  end  to  by  his 
'  Majefty's  declaration  of  war:    The  former,    I 

*  hope,  will  continue  till  v/e  have  fully  revenged 

*  ourfelves  of  our  enemies.  By  divifions,  heats,  and 

*  animofities,  nothing  can  be  meant  but  the  oppo- 

*  fition  which  the  people  in  general,  and  many 

*  members  of  both  houfes  of  Parliament,    have 

*  fhewn,   and   the   indignation   with  which  they 

*  have  treated  the  late  peaceful  negotiating  hu- 
'  mour  of  our  minifters  ;  and  to  call  that  oppo- 

*  (ition  a  divifion,  or  to  complain  of  its  being  car- 

*  ried  on  with  heat  or  animofity,  is  throwing  an 
'  unjuft   reflexion   upon   the  whole   nation^    and 

*  upon  many  members  of  both  houfes,  merely  for 
'  the  fake  of  making  a  compliment  to  our  mi- 
'  nifters,  which,  I  hope,  this  houfe  will  give  no 

*  countenance  to  ;  and  therefore,  I  think  we  ought 
'  to  avoid  faying  any  thing  in  our  addrefs  about 

*  divifions,  heats,  or  animofities.     I  am  fiire,   if 

*  the  noble  Lord  intends  to  have  his  motion  una- 

*  nimoufly  agreed  to,  he  will  take  the  advice  that 
'  has  been  offered,  and  leave  out  of  his  motion, 

*  every  one  of  thofe  expreffions  that  have  been 

*  objedled  to.* 

R  2  The 
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The  next  that  rofe  up,  was  the  Lord  Talbot^ 
who  fpoke  in  fubftance  thus : 

«  My  Lords, 

\°J.rh^  '^ '  '  That  there  have  been  heats  and  animofities  a- 
'  mongft  us  I  fhall  admit,  but  they  are  now  wifely 
'  put  an  end  to;  and  I  Ihall  beg  leave  to  fhew, 

*  how  they  were  occafioned,  ana  in  what  manner 

*  they  have  been  put  an  end  to.    If  we  look  back 

*  upon  the  condud  of  our  pubJick  affairs  for  almoft 
'  thefe  twenty  years,  we  may  eafily  find  the  caufe 

*  of  all  our  heats  and  animofities:   We  may  juftly 

*  admire,  that  they  have  not  been  more  violent, 

*  and  more  fatal  to  thofe  that  were  the  caufe  of 

*  them.     We  have  been,  during  that  long  period, 

*  in  what  fome  amongft  us  are  pleafed  to  call  a 

*  ftate  of  tranquillity  j    but  that  tranquillity   has 

*  been  attended  with  all  the  expence,  and  almoft 

*  all  the  misfortunes  of  a  real  war,    without  a 

*  chance  of  reaping  any  of  that  glory,  or  any  of 

*  thofe  advantages,  that  may  be  reaped  by  open 
'  hoftilities.     We  have  been  negotiating  when  we 

*  ought  to  have  been  fighting,  and  we  have  been 
^  concluding  treaties  with  thofe,  againft  whom  we 

*  ought  to  have  declared  war  *,  and  to  render  thofe 
'  negotiations  effedlual,  or  to  enforce  the  obfer- 
^  vance  of  thofe  treaties,  we  have  been  keeping  up 
'  expenfive  armies,  that  have  raifed  terrors  among 

*  our  own  people  at  home,  becaufe  they  could  not 

*  guefs  for  what  they  were  defigned,  and  fitting 

*  out  expenfive  fquadrons,  that  have  raifed  no  ter- 

*  rors  among  our  enemies  abroad,  becaufe,  I  fup- 
'  pofe,  they  very  well  knev/  for  what  they  were 

*  defigned. 
'  This,  my  Lords,  is  a  fummary  of  our  condud: 

*  for  almoft  thefe  tv/enty  years  puft ;  and  fuch  a 
'  condud  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  fail  of  beget- 
'  ting  heats  and  animofides  at  home,  as  well  as 

'  contempt 
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*  contempt  and  infamy  abroad ;  but  to  make  this 

*  the  more  evidently  appear,  I  muft  examine  into 

*  fome  of  the  particular  fteps  of  our  conc!u6t,  and 

*  for  that  purpofe,    Iball  begin  with  the  famous 

*  treaty  of  Hanover;  for,  I  think,  I  need  go  no 

*  farther  back  at  prefent.    In  the  beginning  of  the 

*  year  1725,    the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid 

*  thought  fit,  by  themfelves,  to  accommodate  all 

*  the  differences  that  fubfifted  between  them,  and 

*  to  conclude  treaties  of  peace,    commerce,    and 

*  guaranty,  in  which  there  was  not  any  one  article 

*  contrary  to  the  treaties  that  either  of  them  had 
'  made  with  us.     What  offence  we  could  take  at 

*  this  f^ep  in  either  of  thefe  courts,  I  do  not  know : 

*  Nay,  fuppofe  it  had  been  true,  that  they  had 
'  concluded  fuch  a  private  treaty  as  was  reprefcnt- 
'  ed,  we  had  no  occafion  for  taking  any  extraor- 
^  dinary  meafures  agalnft  it;  becaufe  the  Emperor 
^  having  no  naval  force,  he  could  give  Spain  no 

*  affiftance  againfl  us.  However,  we  allowed  our- 
'  felves  to  be  fo  much  alarmed,  that  the  fame  year 

*  we  concluded  at  Hanover  an  alliance  with  France^ 
'  which,  I  am  fure,  is  the  laft  nation  in  Europe  we 
'  ought  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with;  and  the 
'  whole  nation  was  terrified  with  an  invafion  in  fa- 

*  vour  of  the  Pretender,  though  every  one  knev/, 

*  that  the  Emperor  and  Spain^  joined  together, 

*  could  not  fit  out  fuch  a  naval  force,  as  would 
'  have  been  equal  to  that  which  we  can,  at  any 

*  lime,  fit  out  upon  a  week's  notice. 

*  But  we  did  not  reft  here,  my  Lords :  We  did 

*  not  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  providing,  by  fuch  an 

*  alliance,  for  our  defence :  The  very  next  year, 
'  we  raifed  armies  and  fitted  out  fquadrons,  as  if 
'  we  had  been  to  attack  thofe  whom  we  thus  re- 

*  prefented  to  be  our  enemies.    We  fent  one  pow- 

*  erful  fquadron  to  the  Baltick^  another  to  the 
'  coafts  of  Spain  m  Europe^  and  a  third  to  their 
^  coafts  in  America,     At  the  fame  time  we  aug- 

R  3  '  mented 
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*  mented  our  army  to  above  26,000  men^  and 

*  the  whole  nation  expelled  that  our  enemies 
'  would  have  been  made  to  fufFer  feverely  for  the 
^  ridiculous  defigns  they  had  formed  againft  us, 
'  But  our  armies  and  fquadrons  produced  no  other 
^  effect  than  to  load  our  own  people  with  expences, 
'  and  to  make  Spain  begin  adlual  hoftilities  againft 

*  us,  by  feizing  all  our  merchants  effedls  they  could 

*  find  in  their  dominions,  by  fitting  out  privateers 
'  and  taking  all  our  trading  Hiips  they  could  meet 
'  with  at  fea,  and  by  laying  fiege  to  Gibraltar, 

y  Though  we  had  at  firflj  my  Lords,  no  pro- 
^  vocation  for  attacking  Sfain^  yet  thefe  hoftilities 

*  were,  furely,  a  good  reafon  for  declaring  war  a- 
'  gainfl  them ;  and,  by  the  treaties  we  made,  and 
'  the  fubfidies  we  engaged  to  pay,  it  kook'd  as  if 

*  we  really  deiigned  to  do  fo ;    for  after  near  a 

*  year's  negotiation,   we  got  the  Dutch  to  accede 

*  to  the  treaty  of  Hanover^  under  many  conditions 
'  and  reftridlions :  In  about  eighteen  months  we 
'  obtained  a  promife  from  the  Landgrave  of  Hejjcy 
'  to  keep  in  readinefs  for  our  fervice  12,000  men, 
^  for  which  we  engaged  to  pay  him  125,000/. 
^  Sterlings  which  was  continued  to  him  for  feveral 
'  years,  though  his  troops  were  never  employed 
'  in  our  fervice :  About  the  fame  time,  we  obtain- 
'  ed  the  accclTicn  of  Sweden  to  the  Hanover  trea- 

*  ty,    under  condition  of  paying   them  a  yearly 

*  fubfidy  of  5O5OO0/.  for  three  years  certain,  one 
'  half  of  which  v/as  to  be  paid  by  France :  In  a- 
'  bout  nineteen  m.onths  we  obtained  the  accellion 
'  of  Denmark^  under  condition  of  paying  them  a 
'  large  fubfidy  for  four  years  certain,  which  v/as 
i  all  to  have  been  paid  by  France,  though  we  af- 
'  tervv'ards  thought  ourfelves  obliged  to  pay  a  part 
^  of  it:   And  upon  the  25th  of  Novemler,   ^7^7y 

*  we  obtained  the  alliance  and  guaranty  of  the 
^  Duke  of  fFoIfenhittk,  upon  condition  of  paying 
^  him  25,000/.  yearly,  for  four  years  certain.    By 

*  all 
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'  all  thefe  preparations,  negotiations,  and  alliances, 

*  I  fay,  my  Lords,  It  look'd  as  if  we  had,  at  that 

*  time,  really  a  delign  to  declare  war  againft  Spain, 
«  and  to  revenge  our  felves  fully,  for  all  the  infults 

*  they  had  put  upon  the  nation ;  but  this  was  far 
^  from  being  the  cafe :   Our  armies,  as  well  thofe 

*  at  home,  as  thofe  we  paid  fo  dear  for  abroad, 
'  remained  quiet  in  their  refpedive  native  countries, 
'  and  our  fquadrons  continued  inac5live  upon  the 
'  coafts  of  Spain^  at  the  very  time  they  were  be- 

*  fieging  Gibraltar^  and  making  prize  of  every  one 
^  of  our  merchant-fhips  they  could  meet  with  at 

*  fea.  Inftead  of  declaring  war,  or  committing 
'  hoftilltles,  agalnft  Spain^  we  were  treating  and 

*  negotiating  with  them,  or  at  leaft  with  the  Em- 

*  peror  on  their  behalf;  for  the  court  of  Spain  it- 
'  felf  carried  It  at  that  time  fo  high,  and  held  us 

*  in  fuch  contempt,  that  they  would  not  fo  much 
'  as  treat  with  us;  and  in  May^  '^737'>  preliminary 

*  articles  were  concluded  at  Paris,  between  the 
^  Ha?wver  allies  and  the  Emperor,  by  which  we 
«  promifed,  that  all  hoftilities  fhould  on  our  fide 

*  immediately  ceafe,  though  Spain  was  no  contrad- 

*  ing  party  in  this  preliminary  treaty ;  which  pro- 

*  mife  we  rellgloufiy  kept,  though  Spain  refufed 

*  to  agree  to  the  preliminaries,  and  continued  'ho- 
^  unities  for  near  a  year  longer,  v^hen,  by  the  in- 
'  tervention  of  the  French  Ambaflador  at  Madrid^ 
^  we  obtained  from  Spain  a  convention  for  the  ex- 
'  ecutlon  of  thofe  preliminaries,  in  purfuance  of 
^  which,  a  congrefs  was  appointed  ;  but  this  con- 

*  grefs  was  rendered  abortive,  by  our  joining  in  a 

*  new^  alliance  with  France  and  Spain  agalnft  the 
'  Emperor,  by  the  famous  treaty  of  Seville, 

'  By  this  treaty,  my  Lords,  we  had  got  of  our 
^  fide,  almoft  all  the  powers  of  Europe  that  have 

*  any  naval  force,  fo  that  we  could  have  no  pre- 
^  tence  for  fitting  out  a  (quadron  with  any  warlike 
^  intention  >  but  this  did  not  prevent  our  putting 

R  4  '  ourfelve* 
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<  ourfelves  to  the  expence  of  fitting  out  one.     In 
«  order  to  pay  a  compliment  to  the  Spanijh  court, 

*  we  fent  a  fquadron  of  above  twenty  men  of  war, 

*  all  capital  Ihips,  to  the  Mediterranean^   in  the 

*  year  1731,  to  condud  the  infant  Don  Carlos  to 

*  Italy,  and  this  we  did,  when  they  were  ereding 
^  forts  and  batteries  againft  our  town  and  bay  of 
«  Gibraltar^  and  committing  many  depredations 

<  upon  our  merchants  in  the  JVefl-lndies\  which 

*  we  took  no  notice  of,  though  ftrong  reprefenta- 

*  tions  had  been  made,  by  our  people  at  Gibraltar^ 

*  againft  the  former,  and  an  application  had  been 

*  made  to  Parliament,  by  our  merchants,  againft 

*  the  latter.  Nay,  though  the  court  of  Spain  had 
^  evaded  making  that  reparation  for  paft  injuries, 

<  v/hich  they  had  promifed  by  the  treaty  of  Seville^ 

*  we  took  no  effedual  notice  of  it.    We  contented 

*  ourfelves  with  fending  commiflaries  to  wrangle 

*  and  difpute  about  the  injuries  we  had  fuffered 
__   *  before  that  treaty,  and  with  ordering  our  minifter 

*  at  that  court  to  prefent  long,  perplexed  memorials 

*  againft  thofe  we  fuffered  afterwards. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  was  the  ft  ate  of  affairs  be- 

*  tween  Spain  and  us  in  the  year  1733,  when  they 

*  attacked  our  ally,  the  Emperor,  m  Italy,  with 
'  thofe  very  troops  which  we  had  affifted  them  to 
'  carry  thither,  and  at  a  time  when,  from  the  many 
^  evafions  they  had  before  made  ufe  of,  we  had 

*  no  reafon  to  exped  any  fatisfadion  from  them  by 
'  peaceable  means.  If  we  were,  at  that  time,  un- 
^  der  no  obligation,  or  if  we  had  no  inclination  to 

*  aftift  the  Emperor,  yet  furely  our  own  intereft 
p!  ^  fnould  have  inclined  us  to  take  that  opportunity 
I  j                    *  of  declaring  war  againft  Spain^  if  they  refufed  to 

^  give  us  the  moft  ample  reparation  for  our  former 

*  lofTes,  and  abfolute  fecurity  againft  our  being  ex- 
^  pofed  to  any  fuch  for  the  future ;  but  inftead  of 
^  this,  our  commifTaries  and  minifter  continued  fo= 
^  iiciting  at  the  court  of  Spain  for  that  which  we 

^^  might^j 
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*  might,  with  great  juftice,  and  then  probably  with 

*  great  fuccefs,  have  infifted  peremptorily  upon ; 

*  and  the  Emperor,    for  want  of  that  afTiftance 

*  which  he  thought  he  was,  by  treaties,  intitled  to 

*  from  his  allies,  was  at  laft  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
'  thofe  terms  which  were  prefcribed  to  him  by  his 

*  enemies. 

*  Whilft  the  war  continued,    my  Lords,    the 

*  Spaniards^  'tis  true,  put  a  fort  of  flop  to  their 

*  depredations  in  the  Weft-Indies^  and  entertained 

*  our  minifters  with  fome  hopes  of  a  final  adjuft- 

*  ment ;  but  no  fooner  was  the  war  over  than,  as 

*  might  have  been  eafily  forefeen,  they  began  to 

*  renew  their  depredations  with  frelh  vigour  in  the 

*  Weft-Indies^  and,  I  fuppofe,  they  plainly  told  us, 

*  that  they  would  give  no  farther  fatisfadlion  than 

*  they  had  done,  with  regard  to  any  of  our  lofles 

*  fuftained  fince  the  treaty  of  Seville ;  for,  I  do  not 

*  find,  that  it  was  ever  afterwards  ferioufly  infifted 

*  on :  I  am  fure,  the  fum  ftipulated  by  the  late 

*  convention,  was  fo  far  from  being  any  fatisfadioti 

*  for  thofe  lofTes,  that  it  was  not  near  equal  to  the 

*  lofTes  our  merchants  have  fuftained,  by  depreda- 
'  tions  committed  fince  the  concluding  of  that 

*  treaty. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  we  loft  all  the  advantages 
'  we  might  have  reaped   from  the  war  between 

*  Spain  and  the  Emperor,  and  I  am  afraid  we  loft 

*  a  great  deal  of  our  charadler  into  the  bargain; 

*  but,  though  we  let  flip  that  opportunity  for  vin- 
'  dicating  the  honour,  and  fecuring  the  trade  of 

*  the  nation,  we  took  care  to  lay  hold  of  it  for 

*  putting  the  nation  to  an  extraordinary  expence, 

*  by  raifing  armies,  fitting  out  fquadrons,  forming 

*  alliances,  and  engaging  to  pay  fubfidies.     Soon 
'  after  the  war  broke  out,  we  encreafed  our  land 

*  force  to  near  27,000  men;  and  for  augmenting 

*  our  naval  force,    we  encreafed   the  number  of 
\  feamen,  employed  in  his  Majefty's  fervice,   to 

*  30,000: 
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*  30,000:  We  fent  a  minlfler  extraordinary  to 
<  Holland^  though  we  knew  that  the  States  General 

*  had  before  concluded  with  France^  a  treaty  of 

*  neutrality  •,  and  in  September^  1 734?  we  concluded 

*  a  treaty  with  the  King  of  Denmark^  by  which 

*  we  engaged  to  pay  him  an  annual  fubfidy  of  up- 
'  wards  of  56,000/.  Sterling  for  three  years  certain. 
'  From  thefe  extraordinary  warlike  preparations, 

*  and  moft.  extraordinary   expences,    the   people 

*  fuppofed  that  we  were  to  exert  ourfelves  in  the 

*  moil:  vigorous  manner,  for  retrieving  an  antient 

*  ally  from  ^the  diftrefs  he  was  then  in,  for  pro- 

*  curing  juftice  to  our  injured  merchants,  and  for 
'  vindicating  the  honour,  and  fecuring  the  trade 

*  of  the  r^ation-,  but  the  Emperor,  it  feems,  knew 

*  better,  and  therefore  he  fubmitted  to  the  hard 

*  terms  that '  were  offered   him   by   his  enemies, 

*  which  threw  the  affairs  of  Europe  into  a  fituation, 
'  perhaps  the  moft  unfortunate  that  they  ever  were 
'  in  for  this  nation. 

'  Upon  this,  my  Lords,  we  difbanded  the  ad- 

*  ditional  forces  v/e  had  raifed  both  by  fea  and 
'  land,  and  feemed  to  think  we  had  nothing  more 
'  to  do;  for,  though  the  depredations  of  the  5//2- 

*  niards  upon  our  merchants,  and  their  infults  up- 

*  on  the  nation,  in  the  Wefl-Indies^  were  now  be- 

*  come  more  frequent,  and  more  open,  than  they 
'  had  ever  been  before,  it  feemed  to  give  us  no 
'  real  concern.  We  took  no  ftep  for  redrefling 
'  thefe  grievances,  or  for  protedting  our  trade,  till 

*  an  applicadon  to  Parliament  by  our  merchants, 
'  two  years  ago,  made  it  neceffary  for  fome  per- 
'  fons  to  take  a  little  more  notice  of  their  juft  com- 

*  plaints.  We  then  again  began  to  make  fome 
'  warlike  preparations :  We  raifed  an  additional 
'  number  of  10,000  feamen;  and  we  fent  one 
'  fquadron  to  the  IVeft- Indies^  and  another  to  the 
'  Mediterranean.     But  ftlll  we  trufted  to  our  fa- 

*  vcurite,  though,  by  experience,  fo  often  found 

'to 
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'  to  be  inefFedlual,  methods  of  negotiation :  Our 
'  fquadrons  did  nothing,  but  our  negotiators,  'tis 
'  true,  did  fomething :  They  procured  us  that  fa- 
'  mous  convention,  which  we  had  before  us  laft 

*  fefTion  of  Parliament,  and  which  we  have  now 
'  found  to  be  as  frivolous,  with  regard  to  this  na- 
'  tion  at  leaft,  as  the  other  treaties  we  had  before 

*  entered  into  with  Spain ;  and  thus,  all  our  nego- 
'  tiations  and  treaties  have,  at  laft,  ended  in  a  war, 
'  perhaps  the  moft  dangerous,  I  am  fure  the  moft 

*  unfeafonable,  that  this  nation  was  ever  engaged 
Mn. 

'  I  fhall  now,  my  Lords,  give  you  a  fhort  ac- 

*  count  of  the  charge  the  nation  has  been  put  to, 
'  by  thefe  warlike  preparations,  and  pacifick  mea- 
'  fures;  but,  in  order  to  fet  this  charge  In  the 
'  cleareft  light,  I  muft  obferve,  that  if  we  kept  no 
'  greater  number  of  regular  troops,  nor  any  greater- 

*  number  of  feamen,  in  our  pay,  than  are  neceflary 

*  for  our  fecurlty  in  time  of  peace,  I  am  convinced, 

*  the  annual  publick  expence  could  never  amount  to 

*  above  1,500,000/.  fo  that,  by  means  of  a  land  tax 
'  of  two  fhillings  in  the  pound,  and  the  ufual  malt 

*  tax,  inftead  of  contracting  a  new  debt  yearly, 

*  which  has  been  our  cafe  for  many  years,  we 
'  fhould  have  been  able  to  provide  annually  for 

*  the  fervlce  of  the  year,  and  to  pay  off  above 
'  100,000/.  yearly  of  our  old  debt-,  and,  if  all 
'  ufelefs  pofts,  and  ufelefs  or  extravagant  falaries 
^  or  perquifites,  had  been  enquired  Into,  and  abo- 

*  lifhed  or  reduced,  I  am  fure,  it  would  have  ad- 

*  ded  a  confiderable  fum  to  our  annual  favings. 

*  However,  I  fhall  wave  taking  notice  of  this  laft 
'  article  of  frugality,  and  ftate  the  neceflary  annual 

*  expence  of  the  nation  at  1,500,000/.  in  order, 
'  from  thence,  to  compute  the  fupra-charge  that 
'  our  warlike  preparations,  and  unneceflary  fqua- 
^  drons  and  armies  have  coft  us. 

'  Upon 
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*  Upon  computing  the  fums  granted  every  year 
by  Parliament,  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing 
year,  I  find,  my  Lords,  that  the  firft  fefTion,  af- 
ter the  famous  treaty  of  Hanover^  granted,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1726,  1,939,285/.  but 
this  was  not  all  that  was  expended  in  that  year  *, 
for,  by  a  vote  of  credit  and  confidence  pafTed 
near  the  end  of  that  feflion,  his  Majefty  was  im- 
powered  to  augment  his  forces  both  by  land  and 
fea,  and  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  the  exigency 
of  affairs  might  require;  which  power  was  ac- 
cordingly made  ufe  of,  and  therefore,  by  the 
next  feflion,  there  was  granted,  for  tht  fervice  of 
the  year  1727,  and  for  deficiencies  in  the  former 
year  2,980,801/.  For  the  fervice  of  the  year 
1728,  there  was  granted  3,123,449/:  For  J 729, 
3,087,859/;  For  1730,  2,166,400/:  For  1731, 
2,060,232/:  For  1732,  (the  tranquillity  oi  Eu- 
rope  being  then,  as  fome  wife  poh'ticians  amongft 
us  judged,  eftablifhed  upon  a  lafting  foundation, 
though  it  was  really  upon  a  moft  precarious  one, 
as  foon  after  appeared)  19743,359/.*  For  1733s 
(the  war  between  France  and  its  allies  of  one  fide^ 
and  the  Emperor  of  the  other,  having  broke  out 
in  that  year)  1,835,056/:  For  1734,  3,821,714/. 
1,200,000/.  of  which  was  to  be  applied  towards 
paying  off  fo  much  of  the  debt  of  the  navy,  and 
287,343/.  for  the  deficiency  of  the  preceding 
year ;  but,  as  the  war  I  have  mentioned  was  then 
juft  broke  out,  and  as  we  refolved  that  this  na- 
tion fhould  have  a  fhare  in  the  expence,  though 
it  was  to  have  no  fhare  in  the  war,  this  was  far 
from  being  all  that  was  expended  that  year;  for, 
by  a  vote  of  credit,  agreed  to  about  the  end  of 
the  preceding  feffion,  his  Majefty  was  impowered 
to  augment  his  forces  both  by  fea  and  land,  and 
to  take  fuch  other  meafures  as  the  exigency  of 
affairs  might  require,  in  purfuance  of  which,  the 
augmentations  were  made,  and  the  other  expen= 

'  ces 
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*  ces  incurred,  which  I  have  before  mentioned  % 

*  and  therefore,  for  the  fervire  of  the  year  1735, 

*  and  the  deficiencies  of  the  former  year,  there  was 

*  granted  by  Parliament  the  fum  of  3,070,129/: 

*  For  the  fervice  of  the  year  1736,  2,181,859/: 

*  For  the  fervice  of  the  year  1737,   1,952,725/:. 

*  And  for  the  year  1738,  2,356,719/. 

*  In  thefe  computations,    my  Lords,    I  have 

*  omitted  all  thofe  fums  that  were  granted  for 

*  making  good  the  deficiencies  of  former  funds, 

*  and  likewife  all  thofe  that  were  granted  for  pay- 

*  ing  ofF  any  part  of  our  debt :  I  have  reckoned 
^  nothing  but  what  was  granted  for  current  fer- 

*  vices,  or  for  extraordinary  expences  incurred  in 

*  the  preceding  years  ;    and,   from  thefe  compu- 

*  tations,  it  will  appear,  that  the  grants  for  the 
^  thirteen  years  I  have  mentioned,  amount  in  the 

*  whole  to  32,319,587/.  Sterling.  Whereas,  if  we 

*  had  kept  within  1,500,000/.  yearly,  which  we 

*  may  always  do  in  time  of  peace,  the  whole  of 
«  our  expence  for  thefe  thirteen  years,  would  have 
'  amounted  to  no  more  than  19,500,000/.  fo  that 
'  by  keeping  up  armies,   paying  fubfidies,   and 

*  fitting  out  fquadrons,  which  we  made  no  ufe 
'  of,  nor  had  any  occafion  for,   we  have  wafted 

*  very  near  thirteen  millions,    which,    if  it  had 

*  been  regularly  and  annually  applied  to  its  proper 

*  ufe,  would  have  paid  off  near  feventeen  milii- 
'  ons  of  our  publick  debt ;  and,  fuch  a  payment 

*  would  have  been  attended  with  this  farther  ad- 

*  vantage,  that  it  would  have  enabled  us,  fome 

*  years  ago,  not  only  to  have  reduced  the  intereft 

*  upon  the  remaining  publick  de^bt,   but  alfo  to 

*  have  reduced  the  intereft  of  money  in  general, 

*  to  3  per  Cent,  which  would  have  made  it  much 

*  eafier,   than  it  is  at  prefent,   for  many  landed 

*  gentlemen  to  pay  the  taxes  nece/Iary  for  the  an- 

*  nual  fupport  of  o^r  government. 

*  Confidering 
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*  Confidering   the    fituation   v/e   are  now   in  ; 

*  confidering  the  fituation  the  affairs  of  Europe 
'  are  in;   confidering  the  misfortunes  one  of  our 

*  mofi:   antient    and    befl    allies    has    met   with, 

*  and  confidering  the  infults  this  nation  has  met 
'  with,  and  the  many  depredations  3nd  cruelties 

*  our  merchants  and  feamen  have  been  expofed 

*  to ;  I  believe  I  may,  I  do,  my  Lords,  with 
'  confidence  appeal  to  every  man  that  hears  me^ 

*  whether  we  have  reaped  one  fhilling's  worth  of 
'  advantage  by  the  numerous  armies  we  have 
'  kept  up,  the  powerful  fquadrons  we  have  fitted 
'  out,  the  great  fubfidies  we  have  paid,  and  the 

*  many  negotiations  and  treaties  we  have  carried 

*  on   and   concluded   fince   the   memorable   year 

*  1 72 1?  Shall  we  then  be  furprized,  that  there 

*  have  been  heats  and  animofities  amongfl  us? 

*  Can  we  be  at  a  lofs  in  ailigning  the  caufe  ? 
'  Could  it  be  fappofed,   that  a  brave  and  a  free 

*  people  would  bear,  with  patience,  being  expo- 
'  fed,   by  pacifick  m.eafures,   to  the  inf^alts  and 

*  contempt  of  their  enemies,  and  that  at  a  time  , 

*  when  they  were  loaded'  with  an  expence,  that 
'  might  have  made  them  the  terror  of  their  foes  ? 

'  It  is  evident,  my  Lords,   that  all  the  heats 
«  and  animofities,  that  have  been  amongfl:  us  of 

*  late  years,  have  fprung  from  thofe  pacifick 
'  counfels,  that  have  made  us  tamely  fubmit  to 

*  fo  many  infults,  and  thofe  warlike  appearances, 

*  that  have  fubjedled  us  to  fo  great  an  expence  j 
'  and,  when  we  confider  from  whence  our  heats 

*  and  animofities  have  proceeded,  we  may  eafily 

*  fee,  how  they  have  been  put  an  end  to.     His 

*  Majefly's  declaration  of  war  has  put  an  effedual 

*  end  to  them  ;  and,  if  the  war  be  carried  on  in 

*  a  warlike  manner,  if  the  naval  and  land  force 

*  of  this   nation   be   wifely  and  vigoroufly  em- 

*  ployed,  I  dare  anfwer  for  it,  no  heats  or  ani- 

*  mofities  will  arife  amongft  us  whilfl  it  lafts. 

*  But, 
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^  But,    if  the  fame  negotiating  humour,    which 

^  has  fo  long  prevented  our  declaring  war,   not- 

'  withftanding  the  many  juft  provocations,   and 

'  the  many  good  opportunities  we  have  had  for 

*  it,  fhould  now  prevent  our  pufhing  it  with  vi- 

*  gour,   as  the  confequences  will  be  m.ore  fatal, 

*  I  am  afraid,  the  heats  and  animofities,  that  muft 

*  enfue,  will  be.  much  more  violent. 

*  For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  as  his  Majefty's 
«  fpeech  from  the  throne,  is  always,  in  this  houfe, 

*  underftood  to  be  a  fpeech  from  the  minifters, 

*  and  as  our  addrefs  by  way  of  anfwer  to  that 
'  fpeech,  muft  confequently  be  fuppofed  to  be  an 
'  anfwer  made  to  the  minifters  •,  therefore,  if  we 

*  make  any  mention  of  heats  or  animofities,  we 

*  ought  to  tell  them,  that  as  there  are  now 
«  no  heats  or  animofities  amongft  us,    we  hope 

*  they  will  take  care  to  prevent  any  fuch  for  the 

*  future,  by  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war. 
'  This  ftiould  be  the  amendment  I  would  propofe, 
^  If  I  could  expedt  that  my  advice  would  be 
'  taken  -,    but,    as  this  I  cannot  expedl,    and  as 

*  fome  Lords  may  think,  that  this  would  be  a 
'  more  free  way  of  addrefting  our  Sovereign,  than 
^  has  been  ufual  of  late  years,  though  not  more 

*  free  than  has  been  pradifed  by  our  anceftors, 
'  I  ftiall  content  myfelf  with  being  for  the  amend- 

*  ment  propofed  ;  and,  I  hope  the  noble  Lord, 
^  who  made  the  motion,  will  endeavour  as  much 
^  as  he  can  to  prevent  prejudices  or  animofities 
^  having  a  ftiare  in  our  deliberations,  by  agreeing 
'  to  leave  thefe  two  ugly  words  out  of  his  motion.' 

The  next  that  rofe  up  to  give  his  fentiments  in 
this  debate,  was  the  Earl  of  Cbefterfield^  the  pur- 
port of  whofe  fpeech  was  as  follows,  viz. 

'  My  Lords, 

*  Upon  fuch  a  folemn  and  important  occafion,  Eariofa?/; 

*  I  am  forry  to  find  that  a  difpute  ftiould  arife,  f;;>f  ^ 

2  *  or 
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*  or  the  unanimity  of  this  houfe  be  difturbed,  on 

*  account  of  a  few  words,  or  expreflions,  which  no* 

*  Lord  will  pretend  to  be  of  any  importance  in 

*  themfelves,  either  to  the  crown  or  the  nation^ 
'  whatever  they   may   be   to   the  minifter-,   and 

*  therefore,  when  they  were  taken  notice  of,  and 

*  objeded  to  by  my  noble  friend  near  me,  I  ex- 

*  peded  that  the  noble  Lord  who,  I  fuppofed, 
'  had  accidentally  made  them  a  part  of  his  mo- 

*  tion,  would  have  fo  far  contributed  to  that  cor- 

*  dial  union  which  he  was  pleafed  to  recommend^ 

*  as  to  ftand  up  and  agree  to  the  amendment  pro- 

*  pofed.     But  when  I  found  thofe  words  and  ex- 

*  preffions  infifted  on,  not  only  by  him,  but  by 

*  other  Lords,    who  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 

*  had    fome    hand    in    adviling    and    framing 

*  his  Majefty's  fpeech  from  the  throne,    I  then 

*  began   to   fufped   that   thofe   words   had    not 

*  dropt  into  the  motion  by  accident,    but  that 

*  they  had  been  inferted  with  defign,  to  make 

*  this  houfe  confirm  a  reprefentation  that  has  been 

*  made  to  his  Majefty,  by  fome  who  are,  per- 
«  haps  too  often,    near  his  perfon;    and  in  this 

*  light  I  muft  acknowledge,  they  are  of  the  ut- 

*  moft  importance  to  the  crown,  to  the  nation, 

*  and  above  all,   to  the  honour  and  dignity  of 

*  this  houfe. 

*  I  know,  my  Lords,  it  has  been  of  late  years 

*  a  cuftom,    to  make  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe 

*  a  fort  of  echo  to  his  Majefty's  fpeech  from  the 

*  throne  •,  and,  as  echo's  never  fail  to  repeat  the 

*  laft  words  of  a  fentence,  fo,  it  feems,  we  muft 
«  never  fail  echoing  back  the  laft  paragraph  of  his 
'  Majefty's   fpeech.     This,    I   fay,    has   been   a 

*  cuftom  for  fome  years  paft  ;  but  I  cannot  think 
'  that  a  religious  obfervance  of  this  cuftom,  is  ei- 

*  ther  confiftent  with  the  charadler  we  ought  to 

*  preferve,  or  neceflary  for  ftiewing  our  refpedt  to 

*  our  Sovereign.     I  am  fure,    upon  the  preferit 

*  occafionj, 
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*  occafion,  it  wliJ  be  a  failure  in  our  duty  to  the 
'  King,  and  an  expofing  of  ourfelves  to  the  cen- 

*  fure  at  leaft,  if  not  to  the  contempt,  of  the 
'  whole  world. 

'  Can  any  one,   with  juftice,   fay,   my  Lords, 

*  that  prejudices,  heats,  or  animofities  have  of  late 
^  been  interm.ix'd  in  our  deliberations  ?  Can  any 
^  one,  with  juftice,  fay,  that  there  has  lately  been 
'  any  divifion  among  the  people  of  this  nation  ? 
'  I  am  really  aftonifhed,  how  fuch  words  could 
'  creep  into  his  Majefcy's  fpeech  from  the  throne. 
'  The  fpeech,  'tis  true,  is  generally  faid  to  be  the 
^  fpeech  of  the  minifter  •,  but  I  wonder  what  ml- 
^  nifter  dared  to  tell  his  Majefty,  that  there  have 
'  been,  or  ever  were,  any  heats  or  animofities  in 

*  our  deliberations,  or  that  there  have  lately  been 

•  any  divifions  amongft  his  people.  I  believe, 
^  there  is  no  aflembly  in  the  world,  where  delibe- 
'  rations  and  debates  are  carried  on  with  more  de- 

•  cency  and  calmnefs  :    I  believe,   the  people  of 

•  this  nation  were  never  lefs  divided  in  their  fenti- 
ments,    than    they    have    been   of  late   years. 

•  Therefore,  if  any  one  has  of  late  prefumed 
'  to  fay  to  his  Majefty,  that  there  were  heats  or 

animofities  in  any  of  our  deliberations,  or  that 
there  are  divifions  amongft  his  people,  it  mufi: 
be  one  of  the  grofieft  mifreprefentations  that 
was  ever  whifpered  into  the  ear  of  any  Sove- 
reign Potentate  -,  and  fhall  we,  by  any  expref- 
fion  in  our  addrefs,  give  credit  to  fuch  a  mif- 
reprefent^tion,  and  enter,  as  it  were,  into  a 
combination  for  putting  an  impofition  upon  our 
Prince,  that  muft  give  him  a  bad  opinion,  not 
only  of  his  people,  but  alfo  of  this  affembly, 
of  which  we  have  the  honour  to  be  members  ? 
Such  a  condud,  with  regard  to  the  people, 
would  be  moft  unjuft,  but  with  refpedl  to  our- 
felves, it  would  be  a  fort  of  feh  defe. 

Vol,  XVIIL  S  ^  The 
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'  The  people  of  this  nation,  my  Lords,  were 

*  never,  I  believe,  fo  unanimous  in  any  one  thing, 

*  as  they  have,  for  feveral  years,  been  in  that  of 
'  defiring  to  have  an  opportunity  of  revenging 
'  themfelves  againft  the  Spaniards.     The  only  di- 

*  vifion,  if  it  can  be  called  fo,  that  has  of  late 
'  appeared  amongft  us,  has  been  between  the 
'  people  of  one  lide,  and  a  few  of  our  minifters 

*  of  the  other.     I  fay,  my  Lords,  a  few  of  our 

*  minifters  *,  for,  I  will  not  do  fo  much  injuftice 

*  to  the  administration,  as  to  fay,  that  all  thofe 

*  who  have  a  fhare  in  the  adminiftration,  are  of 

*  that  party  which  has  fo  long  obftinately  with- 

*  ftood   the   general    voice    of  their   country.     I 

*  hope  I  mav  fay,  all  thofe  that  have  a  fhare  in 

*  our  adminiftration :    I  hope  our  adminiftration 

*  confifts  of  a  great  number  of  perfons :    I  am 

*  fure  it  ought,  by  our  conftitution,   to  confift  of 

*  a  great  number,  that  have  no  other  dependence 

*  upon  one  another,  but  that  v/hich  refults  from 
'  their  duty  to  their  country,  and  their  affection 
'  to  their  Sovereign.     If  it  be  otherwife,   I  am 

*  forry  for  it,  and  glad  I  have  not  fo  much  as  the 

*  charaAer  of  having  a  hand  in  it.  But  let  it 
'  confift  of  what  number  it  will :  Let  it  be  a  fole 

*  corporation  (a  term  well  known  to  the  reverend 

*  bench)  if  the  world  pleafe  to  think  it  fo,  I  am 

*  fure,  it  has  had,  with  regard  to  its  late  pacifick 

*  meafures,  no  party  among  the  people  for  this 

*  dozen  of  years  paft ;  and,  if  any  one  has  en- 

*  deavoured  to  make  his  Majefty  believe  that  it 

*  has,  I  am  fure  the  Parliament,  and  particularly 
'  this  houfe,  ought  to  take  a  proper  method  for 

*  undeceiving   him  ;    for   wHile   our   Parliaments 

*  continue  to  be  of  any  ufe  to  the  nation,   they 

*  will  always  take  care  that  the  King  may  fafely 
'  refort  to  them,  as  to  the  fountain  of  truth,  in 
'  order  to  know  the  real  difpofition  of  his  people^ 
*•  and  the  true  character  of  his  minifters. 

«  This 
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'  This  divifion,  my  Lords,  between  a  few  of 
'  our  ministers,  or  one  fole  minifter,  and  his  im- 
^  mediate  dependents,  of  one  fide,  and  the  whole 

*  body  of  the  people  of  the  other,  has  been  the 
'  only  divifon  that  has  appeared  of  iate  years 
'  amongft  us  ;  and,  fuch  a  divifion  can  in  no 
'  light  be  called  a  divifion  among  the  people  ;  for 
^  in  this  country,  I  think,  the  people  and  the  ad- 
^  miniftration  are  two  terms  that  are  generally 
'  made  ufe  of  as  oppofite  to  each  other,  and  there 
'  was  never  greater  reafon  for  making  ufe  of  thefe 
'  two  terms  in  this  {QnCe,  than  there  has  been  for 
^  feveral  years  pail.  Then,  with  regard  to  heats 
^  and  animofities,  can  any  one  fay,  that  there  has 
'  been  lately  any  heat  or  animofity  amongil:  the 
*^  people,  that  is,  amongil  any  one  fet  or  party 
'  of  thenv^^gainfl^^iiother  ?  There  have,  indeed, 
^  been  great  heats  and  animofities  in  the  nation, 
'  but  in  this  too,  the  people  have  been  all  united. 
^  They  have  moil  juftly  fhewn  heats  and  animofi- 
'  ties  againfl  the  Spaniards,'  d.nd  as  juftly  againft 
'  thofe  who  have  fo  long  prevented  their  doing 
^  themfelves  juftice.     Our  heats  and  animofities 

*  therefore,  like  our  divifions,  have  been  betv/een 

*  the  whole  body  of  our  people  upon  one  fide, 
'  and  our  miniflers  and  enemies  upon  the  other ; 
«  and  this  fhews,  that  whatever  obilinacy  Spain 
'  may  have  fhewn  in  her  late  condudl  towards  this 
^  nation,  it  could  not  be  owing  to  the  divifions, 

*  heats,  or  animofities  amongfl  us ;  becaufe  fne 
^  could  not  but  forefee,  that  if,  by  her  obftinacy, 
'  fhe  provoked  us  to  declare  war  againft  her,  the 
'  whole  nation,  both  people  and  minifters,  v/ould 
^  unite  in  a  vigorous  profecution  of  that   war  ; 

*  which,   I  hope,    is  now  our  cafe.     I  hope  no 

*  man  will  dare  to  check  the  progrefs  of  our 
'  arms,    or  to  interrupt  the  profecution  of  the 

*  war,  by  any  negotiation,  unlefs  fuch  prelimina- 

S  2  ^  ries 
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'  lies  be  offered  as  will  atone  for  all  paft  injuries, 
'  and  fecure  us  againft  all  future. 

'  My  Lords,  it  v/as  not  by  our  divifions,  that 
'  the  Spaniards  were  encouraged  to  treat  us  in  the 
'  contemptuous  manner  they  have  done :  It  was 
'  by  the  hopes  they  had,  that  our  minifters  would 
'  not  dare  to  give  a  loofe  to  our  vengeance,  by 
'  declaring    war    againfi:    them  ,    and,    for    thefe 

*  hopes,  the  long  patience  of  our  minifters,  and 
*•  their  fondnefs  for  negotiation,  had  given  them 
'  but  too  much  reafon.  But,  if  there  had  been 
'  divifions   amongft    us,    and   if  thofe    divifions 

*  made  the  Spaniards  contemn  us  fo  much,  as  to 

*  refufe  fulfilling  their  part  of  the  laft  folemn  con- 
'  vention  they  made  with  us,  I  will  then  fay, 
^  that  our  divifions  have  done  a  mofl  fignal  fer- 

*  vice  to  the  nation.  The  moft  unlucky  thing 
'  that  could   have   befallen   this   nation,     would 

*  have  been  the  court  of  Spain^s  making  that  fti- 
'  pulated  payment  which  they  had  wifely  pro- 
'  mifed,    and  we  had  generouily,    I  cannot  fay 

*  wifely,  accepted  of  in  full  of  all  demands.     If 

*  the  Spaniards  had  made  that  payment,   which  I 

*  am  furprized  they  did  not,  our  minifters  would, 

*  from  thence,  have  got  a  pretence  to  negotiate 
'  for  the  eight  months  following,  with  the  fame 
'  fuccefs  they  had  negotiated  for  the  eight  years 
'  preceding  ;  and  the  Spaniards  would  have  got  a 
'  fort  of  licence,  to  plunder  our  merchants  for 
'  eight   months   longer,    by  which   they   might 

*  have  fully  re-imburfed  themfelves  the  inconli- 
^  derable  fum   paid   for  that  licence.     But  why 

*  fhould  I  fay  eight  months  ?  Upon  the  expiration 

*  of  that  term,  I  am  convinced,  our  minifters  would 

*  have  found  reafons  for  giving  them  feveral  re- 

*  newals,  without  any  new  fine,  becaufe  thefe  re- 
'  newals,  and  the  feveral  negotiations  for  that 
^  purpofe,  would  have  been  moft  excellent  expe- 

^  dient3 
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'  dients   for   putting   off   two    or   three   fefTions 

*  more. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  has  been  our  cafe  for  many 
'  years  paft :    We  have,    every  year,    and  from 

*  fefTion  to  feffion,  been  put  off  with  hopes,  that 
'  before  next  feffion,  we  fhould  bs  able  to  obtain 
'  ample  fatisfadion,  and  undoubted  fecurity,  by 
'  thofe   negotiations    which   every    man,    except 

*  thofe  that  carried  them  on,  forfaw  would  end 
'  in  nothing  but  loading  us  with  expence  at  home, 
'  and  with  ignominy  and  contempt  abroad.  It  is 
'  this,  my  Lords,  that  has  created  all  the  divi- 
'  fions,    and  all  the  heats  and  animofities,    that 

*  have  been  amongft  us.     The  people  were  for 

*  refentment  and  revenge,  our  peace-makers  for 
'  patience  and  forgivenefs :  The  people  called  out 

*  for  reparation  for  paft  injuries,  our  peace-makers 

*  fubmitted  tamely  to  freih  infults.     The  people 

*  were  for  bravely  vindicating,  our  peace-makers 
'  for  meanly  proftituting  the  rights  of  the  nation. 
'  Thank  God !  the  people  have  at  laft  prevailed  ; 
'  and  this  has  healed  up  all  our  divifions,  and  put 
'  an  end,  I  hope  a  final  end,  to  all  our  heats  and 
'  animofities. 

'  His  Majefty's  declaration   of  war  has  now, 

*  I  hope,  brought  all  his  minifters  to  be  of  the 
'  fame  fentiments  his  people  have  been  of  for 
'  many  years :    At  leaft,   if  they  are   not  fo  in 

*  their  hearts,  they  muft  be  fo  in  appearance ;  and 

*  this  mull:  of  courfe  put  an  end  to  the  only  divi- 
'  iion  that  has  of  late  appeared  in  this  nation ;  It 

*  muft  put  an  end  to  every  animofity  but  that  juft 

*  one  againft  our  enemies,  which  will  nov/,  I 
^  hope,  be  allowed  to  take  its  full  fwing.     Per- 

*  haps  fome  of  our  minifters  may  ftill  have  a  hank- 
'  ering  after  negotiation:  If  they  have,  let  them 
^  but  look  upon  his  Majefty's  declaration  of  war, 
'  and  they  muft  ftifle  every  fuch  affedlion.  They 
^  cannot  fuppofe,  that  his  Majefty  will  fubmit  to 

S  3  '  treat 
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^  treat  with  a  nation,    that  has  exercifed   great 
*  cruelties   and  barbarities   upon   the    perfons    of 
^  divers  of  his  fubjeds :    They  cannot  fuppofe, 
^  that  his  Majefty  will  fubmit  to  treat  with  a  na- 
'^  tion,  that  has  infulted  the  Britifh  colours  in  the 
^  moft  ignominious  manner  \    unlefs  that  nation 
'  fhall,   in  the  humbleft  manner,   fue  for  peace, 
'  and   offer,    by   way   of  preliminary,    the  mod 
'  lignal  fatisfadtion,  for  the  cruelties  and  barbari- 
^  ties  they  have  exercifed  upon  his  fubjedls,  and 
^  for  the  ignominious  infults  they  have  put  upon 
'  his  crown  and  dignity  \   for  I  will  be  bold  to 
'  fay,  that  without  fuch  a  fignal  fatisfadlion,  there 
^  is  no  future  fecurity  we  can,  with  any  certainty 5 
'  rely  on.     Nay  farther,  my  Lords,  no  man  who 
^  reads  his  Majefty's  declaration  of  war  can,    I 
'  think,  fuppofe,  that  he  will  treat  with  a  nation, 
'  that  has  been   guilty  of  fo  many  breaches  of 
'  promife,    and    of  {o   many   infractions   of  the 
'  moft  folem.n  treaties,  unlefs  they  offer,  by  way 
'  of  preliminary,    to   put  a  real  fecurity  in  our 
'  hands,    as  a  pledge   for  their   performance   of 
'  what  fhall  be  afterwards  agreed  on  •,  and  when 
'  the  Spaniards  are  brought,    by  the  vigour  of 
'  our  arms,  (for  they  can  never  be  brought  to  it 

*  by  negotiation)  to  offer  thefe  things  by  way 
'  of  preliminary,    I   know  fo  much  of  the  ge- 

*  nerous,    forgiving   temper   of  my   countrymen, 

*  that  I  can  engage  for  their  unanimous  appro- 
'  bation  of  any  treaty  our  minifters  fhall  con- 
'  elude,    upon   fuch   fafe   and   honourable   preli- 

*  minaries. 

'  Thus,  my  Lords,  his  Majefty's  declaration  of 
*•  war  has  put  an  end  to  all  the  divifions,  heats, 
v.:;^.e;:-c  ^^(^  animoiities,  that  have  lately  been  raifed  and 
^  fomented,  by  the  condud;  of  fome  of  our  mini- 
'  fters-,  and,  the  form  and  method  in  which  it  was 
'  drawn  up  will,  I  hope,  fecure  us  againft  a  renewal 
'  of  any  of  thofe  divifions,  heats,  or  animoiities. 
-  '  For 
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For  this  reafon,  I  cannot  let  flip  this  opportuni- 
ty, to  declare  my  approbation  of  it.  I  not  only 
approve  of  the  meafure,  but  I  highly  approve  of 
the  declaration  itfelf.  I  do  not  know  who  it  v^^as 
that  had  the  honour  of  drawing  it  up :  Be  who 
he  will,  the  nation  is,  I  think,  highly  obliged  to 
him  ;  for  it  is  expreffed  in  the  moft  proper,  the 
moft  juft,  and  the  ftrongeft  terms  that  could  be 
devifed.  But,  my  Lords,  I  muft  obferve,  that 
it  is  exprefly  contrary  to  the  reafoning  that  was 
made  ule  of  laft  year.  In  favour  of  the  conven- 
tion ;  and  therefore,  I  was  furprized  to  hear  the 
noble  Duke  make  a  frefh  attempt  to  juftify  that 
convention.  I  am  fure,  no  Lord  has  a  greater 
refped  for  his  Majefty,  than  he  has :  I  am  fure, 
no  man  more  heartily  wifhes  to  fee  our  late  heats 
and  animofities  utterly  extinguifhed.  But,  when 
I  confider  the  terms  in  which  the  declaration  of 
war  IS  exprefled,  I  cannot  think  it  altogether 
confiftent  with  the  refped:  due  to  his  Majefty,  to 
attempt  now,  to  juftify  a  convention,  by  which 
no  fatisfadtion  was  fo  much  as  ftipulated,  for 
thofe  cruelties  and  barbarities  the  Spaniards  had 
exerclfed  upon  his  Majefty's  fubjeds,  or  for  thofe 
ignominious  infults  they  had  put  upon  the  Bri- 
tijh  flag:  And,  I  mufl:  look  upon  a  frefli  attempt 
to  jufl:ify  the  convention,  as  an  attempt  to  revive 
thofe  heats  and  animoflties  that  were  raifed  in 
the  nation,  by  that  mofl:  extraordinary  meafure. 
I  fliall  call  it  by  no  worfe  a  name,  lefl:  I  fliould 
be  accufed  of  falling  into  the  error  I  am  finding 
fault  with :  I  hope  it  has  now  met  \At\\  the  fate 
it  deferves,  and  which,  for  the  honour  of  Britain^ 
I  wifli  it  may  meet  with :  I  hope  it  is  fallen  Into 
eternal  oblivion  ;  and  I  wifli  it  could  be  rafed  out 
of  every  hiftorical  record. 

'  Having  thus  fliewn,  my  Lords,  what  were 

the  diviflons,  heats  and  animofities,   that  have 

lately  appeared  amongft  us,  and  having  fhev/n 

S  4  "  '  that. 


:64  Pa  rliamentary     A.  1739, 

^  that,  by  their  very  nature,  they  muft  have  all 
'  ceafed,  as  Toon  as  his  Majefty  declared  war,  I 
^  fhall  conclude  v/ith  faying,  that,  I  believe,  the 
^  beft  way  to  prevent  their  being  renewed,  is  to 

*  forget  that  there  were  ever  any  fuch  amongft  us. 
'  Our  minifters  have  now  changed  their  meafures: 

*  They  have  now  entered  into  meafures,  which 
^  the  whole  nation  approves  of:  Why  fhould  they 
'  now  feek  to  juftify  thofe  former  meafures,  which 
'  the  whole  nation  condemned  ?  If  they  purfue 
^  with  vigour  the  meafures  they  have  now  entered 

*  into,  the  nation  feems  willing  to  forget  the  errors 
^  of  their  former  conducfl :  Why  then  fhould  they 

*  now  feek  to  brand  with  the  odious  names  of 
•^  prejudices,  heats,  and  animofities,  the  objedlions 
'  which  the  people  thought  they  had  reafon  to 
'  make  to  their  former  condudl  ?  This  is  doing 
^  what  they  can,  to  raife  heats  and  animofities,  in- 
^  ftead  of  endeavouring  to  ftifle  them ',  therefore, 

*  in  my  opinion,  it  was  moft  imprudent  to  allow 
'  any  fuch  words  to  have  a  place  in  his  Majefty 's 
'  fpeech  from  the  throne ;  and,  for  this  reafon,  I 
^  muft  be  againft  their  being  echo'd  back  to  the 
'  throne,  by  our  addrefs/ 

The  Lord  Hervey  was  the  next  that  rofe  up, 
who  fpoke  to  this  effedl,  viz, 

'  My  Lords, 
LoHH^r-  e  The  word  echo  is,  I  find,  a  favourite  term, 
^ty  s  (pc.c  .  ^  ^j^j^j^  -g  generally  made  ufe  of  upon  all  fuch  oc- 
*-  cafions  as  the  prefent,  for  turning  into  ridicule, 
^  a  cuftom  which  has  for  many  years  been  efta- 
'  bliflied.  I  know,  it  is  eafy  for  one  who  has  fo 
^  much  wit  at  command,  as  the  noble  Lord  who 
^  fpoke  laft,  to  give  a  ridiculous  turn,  to  the  moft 
*  reafonable  cuftom  that  can  be  introduced;  but  I 
'^  likewife  know  your  Lordfhips  difcernment  to  be 
^  fo  good,  that  you  can  eafily  diftinguifti  between 

'  what 
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^  what  is  ridiculous  In  itfelf^  and  what  Is  rendered 

*  fo  only  by  the  happy  genius  of  him  who  has  a 
f  mind  to  explode  it*,  and  therefore,  I  need  not 
'  fay  much  in  favour  of  a  cuftom  which  I  think 

*  moft  reafonable,  and  which  has  met  with  the 

*  approbation  of  many  years,  and  of  feveral  fuc- 

*  ceeding  generations.  In  private  life,  it  has  al- 
'  ways  been  reckoned  one  of  the  higheft  degrees 

*  of  contempt  or  difrefped,  to  take  no  notice  of 

*  what  a  gentleman  fays,  when  his  difcourfe  is 
'  particularly  addreffed  to  you :  In  publick  life,  I 
'  muft  think  it  is  the  fame,  and  therefore  I  muft 
^  think,  it  would  be  a  failure  in  that  refpedl  which 
^  is  due  to  our  Sovereign,  if  we  fhould,  in  our 

*  addrefs,  omit  to  take  notice  of  any  one  material 

*  paragraph  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech  from  the 
'  throne. 

^  Who  it  was,  my  Lords,  that  had  the  honour 
'  to  be  confulted  by  his  Majefty  about  the  fpeech 
^  h?  has  now  made  to  us,  or  who  it  was  that  ad- 
'  vifed  him  to  infert  that  paragraph,  by  which  his 
^  Majefty  recommends  to  us,  to  avoid  heats  and 

*  animolities,  I  do  not  know ;  but,  if  his  Majefty 
'  had  thought  fit  to  confer  that  honour  upon  me, 
^  I  fliould  have  advifed  the  very  fame  thing;  and 
^  what  has  already  happened  amongft  us,  would, 

*  in  my  opinion,  have  juftified  that  advice.  There 
'  has,  'tis  true,  no  heats  or  animofities  happened 
^  this  day  amongft  us :  There  never  do  happen 
^  any  fuch  in  our  debates ;  but  the  debate  of  this 

*  day  will,  I  am  afraid,  add  frefti  fuel  to  the  heats 
'  and  animofities  that  ftill  fubfift  without  doors ; 

*  and,  if  Lords  would  confider,  that  this  is  gene- 

*  rally  the  confequence  of  every  debate  that  arifes 

*  in  this  houfe,  I  am  convinced,  we  fhould  not 

*  have  fo  many  of  them  as  we  have ;  becaufe,  in 
^  this  cafe,  I  believe,  no  Lord  would  raife  a  de- 
'  bate,  by  oppofing  any  propofition  made  by  ano- 
^  ther,  unlefs  he  thought  the  honour  or  the  Intereft 

^  of 
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of  his  country  deeply  concerned  in  the  queftion. 
'  I  fhall  not  difpute  with  the  noble  Lord  that 
fpoke  laft,  whether  the  few  words  objeded  to, 
dropt  by  accident  into  the  motion  made  by  my 
noble  friend,  or  whether  they  were  inferted  with 
deiign.  In  either  cafe,  I  think,  they  ought  not 
to  have  occafioned  a  debate;  efpecialiy,  at  a  time 
when  we  ought  not  only  to  be  unanimous,  but 
to  avoid  the  lead  appearance  of  difcord.  If  they 
dropt  in  by  accident,  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke 
laft  has  acknowledged,  they  are  of  no  impor- 
tance, and  might  therefore,  for  the  fake  of  una- 
nimity, have  been  agreed  to  without  any  dan- 
gerous confequence.  And,  if  they  were  inferted 
with  defign,  I  cannot  fo  much  as  fuppofe  any 
other  defign,  than  that  of  fhewing  a  proper  re- 
fped  to  his  Majefty,  which  no  Lord  ought  to 
oppofe.  The  noble  Lord  has,  'tis  true,  found 
out  another  deiign :  He  fuppofes,  that  they  were 
inferted  on  purpofe,  for  juftifying  fome  reprefen- 
tatlon  made  to  his  Majefty.  I  do  not  know  of 
any  reprefentation  that  has  been  made  to  his  Ma- 
jefty, nor  do  I  think  there  was  the  leaft  occafion 
for  reprefenting  to  him,  that  there  have  been  di- 
vifions  amongft  us  :  It  is  what  he  could  not  but 
know,  by  looking  upon  the  journals  of  either 
houfe  of  Parliament,  which,  I  hope,  either  he 
or  his  fervants  may  do  without  any  offence : 
And  we  cannot,  in  juftice,  fuppofe  him  fo  much 
unconcerned  about  what  pafTes  amongft  his  peo- 
ple, as  not  to  know,  that  there  have  been  great 
heats  and  animofities  among  them.  None  of  his 
fervants,  therefore,  had  the  leaft  occafion  to 
make  any  fuch  reprefentation  to  him,  and  if  any 
of  them  have  made  fuch  a  one,  it  was  fo  far 
from  being  a  mifreprefentation,  that  it  has  beeix 
confirmed,  by  every  Lord  that  has  fpoke  '\n  this 
debate.  It  is  acknowledged  on  all  ficco.3  ^hat 
there  have  been  divifions,  heats,  and  an  anon  ties 

'  ia 
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*  in  the  nation;  but,  on  one  fide,  it  has  been  faid, 
^  that  they  are  all  now  put  an  end  to,  by  his  Ma- 
^  jefty's  declaration  of  war,  and  that  they  were  not 

*  between  one  fet  or  party  of  the  people  and  ano- 
^  ther,  but  between  the  whole  body  of  the  people 
'  on  one  fide,  and  his  Majefty's  fervants  or  mini- 
'  fters,  as  fome  always  affed  to  call  them,  on  the 
'  other. 

'  My  Lords,  I  am  extreamly  glad  to  hear,  that 
^  our  divifions  are  all  put  an  end  to,  by  his  Ma- 
^  jefty's  declaration  of  war:  I  wifh  it  may  be  fo. 

*  If  it  is,  it  fhews  his  Majefty's  wifdom,  and  his 
^  recommending  to  us,  to  avoid  any  fuch  for  the 

*  future,  in  my  opinion,  fhews  his  goodnefs.  But, 
^  I  do  not  know  what  the  noble  Lord  means,  by 

*  divilions  between  the  whole  body  of  the  people 

*  of  one  fide,  and  a  few  of  his  Majefty's  minifters 
'  of  the  other.     He  muft  be  an  unhappy  minifter, 

*  that  has  no  fet  of  men,  no  party  in  the  nation, 
^  that  approves  of  his  conduct.  I  do  not  know 
'  that  I  ever  read  of  fuch  a  minifter  in  our  hifto- 
^  ries,  and,  I  believe,  we  have  had  as  bad,  as  any 
'  V7e  have  at  prefent.  But  for  God's  fake !  what 
*^  is  this  meafure,  that  has  been  approved  of,  by  a 
'  few  of  his  Majefty's  minifters,  and  condemned 
'  by  all  the  reft  of  the  nation }  If  his  Lordfhip 
^  means  any  of  our  late  negotiations,  or  even  the 

*  late  convention,  I  muft  defire  him  to  recoiled!:, 
'  that  they  were  all,  not  only  approved  of,  but 
'  advifed  by  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  as  well  as 
'  by  all  his  Majefty's  minifters.    I  fhall  grant,  that 

*  there  was  a  party  in  the  nation,  as  well  as  in  each 
'  houfe  of  Parliament,  that  difapproved  of  thofe 

*  meafures;  and,  I  do  not  pretend  to  find  fault 
'  with  them  for  fo  doing.  Thofe  that  are  not 
^  employed  by  his  Majefty,  may  differ  in  opinion 
'  Vvith  thofe  that  are,  and,  thank  God  !  they  may, 
'  in  this  free  country,  avow  their  fentiments,  and 

*  declare  them  openly.     This,  I  fhall  never  find 

3  *  fault 
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fault  with :  I  hope  we  fhall  always  retain  this 
valuable  liberty :  But,  I  muft  find  fault,  when 
heats  and  animofities  are  mixed  with  that  liberty 
which  is  indulged  us  by  our  conftitution;  and 
this  is  what  his  Majefty  moft  gracioufly,  I  think, 
advifes  us  to  avoid :  This  is  what  we  are  to  de- 
clare we  fhall  avoid,  by  the  addrefs  my  noble 
friend  has  been  pleafed  to  propofe;  and  this,  I 
think,  is  the  leaft  we  can  do,  in  return  to  that 
moft  gracious  advice,  his  Majefty  has  vouchfafed 
to  give  us  from  the  throne. 
^  I  am  far  from  faying,  my  Lords,  that  any 
heats  or  animofities  have  lately  appeared  in  this 
houfe ;  but  there  have  been  divifions  amongft  us, 
and,  by  what  the  noble  Lord  has  faid  of  the  late 
convention,  he  has  ftiewn,  that  thofe  divifions 
ftill  fubfift.  I  am  forry  that  affair  ftiould  now 
be  brought  into  any  of  our  debates.  I  am  cer- 
tain, it  is  what  we  have  nothing  to  do  with,  up- 
on this  occafion  -,  but,  when  fault  is  found  with 
any  paft  meafure,  or  fatyrical  things  thrown  out 
againft  it,  it  is  natural,  and  even  reafonable,  in 
thofe  who  advifed  or  approved  of  it,  to  fay  fome- 
thing  in  its  vindication.  The  convention,  my 
Lords,  was  attended  with  this  benefit  at  leaft, 
that  it  gave  us  time  to  prepare  for  war,  and  to 
give  notice  to  our  merchants,  to  withdraw  their 
effedls  out  of  the  Spaniflj  dominions ;  and  I  muft 
think,  that  Spain's  refufing  to  perform  what  was 
therein  ftipulated,  is  now  a  ftrong  argument  for 
convincing  us,  that  it  was  both  honourable  and 
advantageous  on  our  part.  To  which  I  muft: 
add,  that  it  was  not  only  ratified  by  his  Majefty, 
but  approved  of  by  both  houfes  of  Parliament ; 
and  therefore,  if  the  refped  that  is  due  to  our 
Sovereign  does  not,  the  refpedl  we  ought  to  have 
for  that  aflembly,  of  which  we  are  members, 
ought  now  to  prevent  our  giving  it  ill  names,  or 
loading  it  with  any  invidious  epithet. 
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'  I  fnall  not  now,  my  Lords,  take  upon  me  to 
determine,  whether  it  would  have  been  happy 
for  this  nation  or  no,  to  have  had  the  convention 
pundlually  performed,  on  the  part  of  Spain.  But, 
I  cannot  think  it  would  have  been  any  lofs  to  us, 
to  have  had  95,000/.  o^  Spanijh  n:oney,  to  have 
divided  amongft  our  injured  merchants;  and  I 
am  fure,  it  would  have  been  happy  for  the  na- 
tion, to  have  obtained  juftice  without  a  war,  if 
fuch  a  thing  could  have  been  any  way  accom- 
plifhed.  This  confederation  muft,  of  itfelf,  juftify 
our  endeavouring  to  obtain  fatisfadion,  by  nego- 
tiation; and  the  convention  fliewed,  that  our 
hopes  of  fucceeding  in  that  way,  were  not  with- 
out fome  foundation.  Therefore,  when  I  hear 
farcaftical  reflexions  thrown  out  againft  our  pa- 
cifick  meafures,  which,  now  war  is  declared, 
muft  be  allowed  to  be  quite  out  of  the  quefiion, 
I  muft  fuppofe,  that  it  proceeds  from  that  fpirit 
of  divifion,  which  has  fhewn  itfelf  formerly  even 
In  this  houfe,  and  which  has,  without  doors, 
often  broke  forth  In  violent  heats  and  animofities. 

'  By  his  Majefty's  declaration  of  war,  I  fhali 
grant,  my  Lords,  that  this  fpirit  feems  to  be 
fomewhat  allayed,  but,  I'm  afraid,  it  Is  far  from 
being  extlnguifhed.  The  fame  fpirit  that  made 
fome  part  of  the  people  fhew  fuch  heats  and  ani- 
mofities againft  thofe  meafures  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  take  for  preventing  a  war,  will,  I  be- 
lieve, prevail  with  them  to  find  fault  with  every 
meafure  his  Majefty  may  be  pleafed  to  take,  for 
bringing  It  to  a  happy  and  fpeedy  conclufion. 
The  misfortunes  we  may  meet  with,  and  fome 
we  muft  meet  with,  will  be  aggravated ;  the  ad- 
vantages we  may  gain,  and,  I  hope,  we  fhall 
gain  a  great  many,  will  be  depreciated :  In  fhort, 
unlefs  your  Lordftiips  begin  to  fhew  a  good  ex- 
ample, I  expedt  that  every  ftep  of  his  Majefty's 
condudt  in  time  of  war,  will  be  oppofed  or  mif- 

'  reprefented. 
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reprefented,  as  well  as  every  ftep  of  his  conducfl 
has  been  in  time  of  peace.     The  calm  we  now 
feem  to  enjoy,  is  not,  I'm  afraid,   owing  to  the 
utter  extlnguifhmeht  of  thofe  flames  of  ftrife  and 
contention,  which  too  often  prevail  in  this  king- 
dom, but  to  their  wanting  materials  to  feed  on. 
The  war  has  been  fo  lately  declared :  The  inci- 
dents that  have  happened,  or  could  have  hap- 
pened, are  fo  few,  that  the  mofh  difcontented 
have,  as  yet,  no  room  for  fhewing  their  fpleen 
againft  the  adminiftration;  but,  from  what  has 
happened  to-day,  we  have,  1  think,  no  reafon 
to  conclude,  that  our  difcontents  or  divifions  are 
at  an  end.     No  fault  can  be  found  with  the  de- 
claration of  v.'ar,  no  fault  can,  ?.s  yet,  be  found 
with  the  condu6l  of  the  war-,  but  fault  muft  be 
found  with  fomething  •,  therefore,  we  have  this 
day  had  the  condudl  of  our  publick  affairs  for 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  paft  examined  into,  and 
every  flep  of  it,  I  think,  condemned,  though 
no  part  of  it  any  way  relates  to  the  queftion  now 
before  us.     For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  fhall  not 
give  your  Lordfhips  the  trouble  of  entering  into 
a  minute  and  particular  juftification  of  our  con- 
dud,  and  of  all  the  publick  expences  that  have 
been  incurred,  during  that  long, — very  long  pe- 
riod, as  fome  have  thought  it :  The  tafk  would 
not  be  difficult ;  but  It  would  be  tedious,  and,  I 
think,  unnecefTary :  Therefore,  I  fhall  only  ob- 
ferve  in  general,  that  every  flep  of  our  condud:, 
during  that  period,  has  been  approved  by  both 
houfes  of  Parliament,  and  every  article  of  our 
publick  expence,  has  not  only  been  approved, 
but  provided  for,  by  Parliament ;  confequently, 
as  there  have  been  feveral  general  eledtions  with- 
in that  period,  I  muft  think,  that  not  only  the 
condudt  of  our  publick  affairs,  but  all  the  publick 
expence  the  nation  has  been  put  to,  has  met  with 
the  approbation  of  a  great  majority  of  the  people, 

*  We 
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'  We  are  now,  my  Lords,  engaged  in  a  war, 

*  and  in  a  war  too,  that  may  prove  a  very  heavy 
'  and  dangerous  one,  efpecially,  if,  by  our  divi- 
'  (ions,  Tome  of  our  neighbours  fhould  be  encou- 

*  raged  to  join  with  Spain  againft  us,    and  our 

*  allies  dlfcouraged  from  giving  us  any  afliftance  ; 
^  therefore  I  wifh  fome  noble  Lords  would  do 

*  what   they  acknov/ledge  to   be  right:    I   wifh 

*  they  would  forget  all  form.er  contentions,   and 

*  heartily  unite  in  very  thing  that  may  tend  to 

*  fhew  our  friends,  as  well  as  enemies,  that  what- 
'  ever  divifions  there  may  be  amongft  us,  what- 

*  ever  faults  we  may  find   with  the  conduct  of 

*  our  minifters,  in  time  of  peace,  we  will  do  no- 

*  thing,  nor  fay  any  thing,  that  may  difconcert 
'  or  interrupt  them,  in  the  profecution  of  a  jufl 

*  and  neced^ry  war.     If  this  had  been  the  cafe, 

*  I  am  fure  no  part  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  nor 

*  any  part  of  the  addrefs  now  propofed,  would 
'  have  been  objeded  to ,  for,  fuppofe  there  were 

*  now  no  divifions  amongft  us,  nor  any  heats  or 
'  animofities  In  the  nation,  fuppofe  there  never 
'  had  been  any  fuch,  yet,  I  cannot  think  it  would 
'  have  been  wrong  In  his  Majefty  now,  at  the 
'  beginning  of  a  war,  to  caution  us  againft  divi- 
'  fions,  heats,  and  animofities,  nor  in  any  of  his 

*  minifters  to  advife  him  to  do  fo  i  and  far  lefs 
'  would  It  have  been  wrong  in  us,  to  make  a  pro- 
'  per  return  to  that  part  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech, 
'  by  declaring  In  our  addrefs,  that  we  would  take 
^  care  to  follow  the  advice  his  Majefty  had  (o 
^  gracloufly  and  fo  properly  given.  It  Is  what 
^  has  been  often  done,  by  the  Sovereign,  from 
'"  the  throne,  and  it  Is  what  this  houfe  has  ne- 
'  ver  failed  to  make  a  proper  return  to  ;  there- 
^  fore.  If  we  fliould  upon  this  occafion,  negledt 
^  to  do  fo,  I  fhould  think,  I  am  fure  the  whole 
^  world  without  doors  would  think,  it  proceeded 

*  from  that  very  thing  which  his  Majefty  com- 

*  plains 
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'  plains  of  in  his  fpeech,  and  to  Vv'h'*':h  he  mod 

*  juftly,  in  my  opinion,  imputes  the  kte,  v.nd 
'  otherwife  unaccountable  obftinacv,  or  rather 
'  contumacy  of  Spai?j.  For  this  reafon,  my  Lordsj 

*  I  fliall  be  (o  far  from  difagreeir-g  with  any  part 
'  of  the  addrefs  my  noble  friend  has  been  pleafed 
'  to  propofe,  efpecially  that  part  which  fome  no- 
'  ble  Lords  have  thought  fit  to  objedl  to,  that  if 
'  he  had  omitted   to   propofe  it,    I  fhould  have 

*  ftood  up  in  my  place,  and  endeavoured  to  fup- 

*  ply  the  defed,  by  way  of  amendment.' 

The  next  fpeaker  upon  this  fubjedl,  was  the 
Earl  of  Scarborough^  whofe  fpeech  was  in  fub- 
ftance  thus :  ^ 

*  My  Lords, 
'  Although  I  have  often  had  the  misfortune  to 
'  find   what   I  approved    of,    oppofed    by   fome 
'  Lords   for  whom  I  had  a  very  great  efteem, 

*  yet,  I  never  could  allow  myfelf  to  call  that  op- 
'  pofition  a  divifion,  or  to  think  that  it  proceeded 
'  from  any  party-prejudice,  or  private  difcontent : 
'  And,  I  am  fure,  it  cannot,  with  the  leaft  juftice, 

*  be  faid,  that  any  late  oppofition  has,  in  this 
'  houfe,  been  carried  on  with  any  heat  or  animo- 

*  fity.  I  have  been  always  fo  candid  as  to  think, 
'  that   if  any  Lord   oppofed   what  I  approved, 

*  he  did  it,  becaufe  he  thought  it  was  wrong  ; 
'  and,  if  he  propofed  any  thing  in  which  I  could 
'  not  join,  I  have  always  fuppofed,  he  did  it,  be- 
'  caufe  he  thought  it  was  right.     This  has  always 

*  been  my  way  of  thinking,  about  the  condudt  of 

*  thofe  who  differed  from  me  in  opinion,    and 

*  I  hope  it  has  been  their  way  of  thinking,  about 
*•  mine.     Therefore,    I   cannot   think   there   has 

*  been  lately  any  thing  amongft  us  that  could  pro- 
'  perly  be  called  a  divifion,  and  I  am  fure,  there 
^  has  of  late  no  heat  or  animofitv  appeared  in  any 

^  of 
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of  our  debates.  I  have,  indeed,  obferved  great 
heats  and  animoflties  exprefTed,  both  within 
doors  and  without,  againft  the  infulting  treat- 
ment we  have,  for  many  years,  received  from 
Spain  •,  but  I  was  fo  far  from  difapproving,  that 
I  have  always  joined  in  fuch  heats  and  animofl- 
ties :  I  have  always  reflt^fled  upon  the  in  kilts 
offered  us  by  Spaiv^  with  as  great  indignation  as 
any  man  in  the  kingdom,  though  I  differ  perhaps 
with  fome,  as  to  the  method,  or  rather  as  to  the 
time  of  ihewing  our  refjntment  in  a  proper  man- 
ner, againft  the  condudt  of  that  infolent  and  im- 
potent nation. 

'  It  is  long  fince  their  conduct  defcrved  the 
higheft  and  moft  immediate  refentmcnt:  It  is 
long  fince  we  might,  with  juftice,  have  made 
them  feel  the  mofl  fatal  effects  of  our  vengeance  •, 
and  whatever  the  natural  haughtinefs  of  that  na- 
tion may  make  them  fuppofe,  the  refl  of  Europe 
mufl  be  convinced,  that  our  forbearance  has  been 
owing  to  a  compaffion  for  their  weaknefs,  and 
not  to  any  dread  of  their  power.  It  was  this,, 
that  made  his  Majefly  refolve,  by  accepting  of 
the  late  convention,  to  give  themi  a  frefh  oppor- 
tunity, for  feeing  the  foolifhnefs  of  their  condudl 
towards  us,  and  for  preventing,  by  a  fubmiffion, 
that  fevere  correction  it  deferved  to  mieet  with. 
But  I  am  furprized  to  hear  fome  Lords  infifl:  fo 
ftrongly,  and  as  it  were  triumphantly,  upon  that 
convention's  meeting  with  the  approbation  of 
both  houfes  of  Parliament.  I  believe,  there  were 
a  great  many,  who  approved  of  the  addrefs  pro- 
pofed  upon  that  occafion,  though  they  were  very 
far  from  approving  of  the  convention.  I  re- 
member, one  of  the  chief  arguments  infuied  on 
in  favour  of  that  addrefs,  was,  that  it  did  not 
imply  an  approbation  of  the  convention.  If  fuch 
a  thing  had  been  propofed,  I  believe,  inftead  of 
meeting  with  the  concurrehce  of  both  houfes  of 
Vol,  XVIII.  T  '  Parliament, 
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'  Parliament,  it  would  have  been  rejeded  by  both, 
'  with  diidain. 

'  I  am  convinced,  that  feveral  Lords  gave  their 
'  confent  to  the  addrefs  propofed  upon  that  occa- 
'  fion,  becaufe  they  thought  it  did  not  imply  an 
'  appobation  of  the  convention ;  and  as  I  had  the 
'  honour  to  be  (o  v/ell  acquainted  with  the  mea- 
'  fares  his  Majefty  had  refolved  on,  that,  if  Spain 
'  did  not  foon  yield  to  a  great  deal  more  than  was 
'  exprefly  ftipulated  by  the  convention,  I  was  tho- 
'  roughly  convinced,  that  a  war  would  fpeedily 
'  cnfue;  therefore,  though  I  did  not  approve  of 
*•  the  convention,  nor  of  the  addrefs  that  was  pro- 
'  pcfcd  upon  that  occafion,  yet,  I  was  againft  our 
'  doing  any  thing  in  this  houfe  that  might  hurry 
'  our  minifters  into  a  war,  before  they  had  fuffi- 
'  cicntly  provided  for  profecuting  it  with  vigour  j 
'  and,  as  a  refolution  propofed  in  this  houfe,  to- 

*  wards  the  end  of  laft  feflion,  would  have  been  a 
'  fort  of  parliamentary  declaration  of  w^ar  againft 
'  SpcM^  and  confequently  would  have  precipitated 
'  the  nation  into  a  war,  before  we  were  fufficiently 
'  prepared,  either  for  defending  ourfelves,  or  of- 
'  fending  the  enemy,  therefore,  I  was  againft  that 
'  refolution,  though  it  was  propofed  and  fupported 
'  by  feveral  Lords  for  whom  I  ftiall  always  have 
*•  the  greateft  regard. 

'  So  much  I  thought  neceflary  to  trouble  your 
'  Lordfhips  with,  for  explaining  my  condud  laft 

*  feflion,  left  it  fhould  be  inferred  from  what  has 
'  been  faid  in  this,   that,  if  Spain  had  made  the 

*  payment  ftipulated  by  that  convention,  I  ftiould 
^  have  been  for  continuing  to  negotiate  with  them 
'  for  eight  months,  or  one  month  longer,  and  al- 
'  lowing  them,  in  the  mean  time,  to  fearch  and 

*  feize  our  ftiips  in  the  American  feas.     This,  my 

*  Lords,  I  ftiould  have  been  againft,  notwithftand- 
'  ing  my  having  been  againft  the  refolution  propo- 
'  fed  at  the  end  of  laft  feffions  and,  if  this  had 

^  happened 
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happened  to  be  the  cafe,  it  would,  indeed,  have 
made  a  divifion  amongft  us;  but  then,  it  v/ould 
have  been  fuch  a  divifion  as  a  noble  Lord  has 
reprefented :  It  would  have  been  a  divilion  be- 
tween the  whole  people  of  the  nation  on  one 
fide,  and  a  very  few  of  his  Majefty's  minitlers 
of  the  other.  About  the  time  the  convention 
was  concluded,  there  was,  I  fhall  grant,  fome 
fort  of  difpute,  though  not  properly  a  divifion, 
about  the  moft  proper  time  for  declaring  w^ar  a- 
gainft  Spain.  Some  thought  that  it  ought  then 
immediately  to  be  declared,  whilfl  others  thought 
that  it  was  prudent  to  wait  four  months  longer. 
But  no  man  thought,  at  leaf!:,  no  man,  minifter 
or  other,  dared  to  fay,  that,  if  Spain  refufed  to 
make  the  ftipulated  payment  within  the  time  li- 
mited, or  pretended  to  evade  any  longer  fettling 
the  chief  point  in  difpute  between  the  two  na- 
tions, we  ought  not,  even  in  that  cafe,  to  declare 
war,  or  begin  reprizals  againfl  them.  About  this^ 
there  never  was  any  difpute,  much  lefs  a  divifion 
amongft  us,  and  therefore,  upon  their  failing  to 
perform  what  they  had  promifed,  hoftilities  were 
begun,  and  war  at  laft  declared,  as  I  expeded, 
with  as  great  unanimity  among  all  ranks  and  de- 
grees of  men,  as  any  publick  meafure  ever  met 
with.  For  this  reafon,  I  cannot  but  difapprove 
of  that  paragraph  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  which 
relates  to  divifions,  heats,  and  animofities;  and 
much  more  muft  I  difapprove  of  the  return  pro- 
pofed  to  be  made  to  it  m  our  addrefs.  The  for- 
mer, in  my  opinion,  bears,  and  the  latter  con- 
firms, an  infinuation,  that  is  evidently  and  abfo- 
lutely  falfe.  They  both  tend  to  infinuate,  as  if 
there  were  a  party  amongft  us  that,  with  heat 
and  animofity,  oppofed  and  condemned  our  ha- 
ving declared  war  againft  Spain.  If  a  foreigner, 
who  knew  nothing  of  the  difpofition  of  the 
people  of  this  nation,  were  to  read  his  Majefty's 
T  2  ^  fpeech. 
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'  fpeech,  this^  I  am  convinced,  would  be  the  con^ 
'  ftru6tion  he  would  put  upon  the  paragraph  found 
'  fault  \\^ith;  and,  in  this  opinion  he  would  be 
'  confirmed,  by  reading  in  our  addrefs,  the  anfwer 
'  propofed  to  be  made  to  that  part  of  his  Majefty's 
'  fpeech. 

'  This,  I  fay,  my  Lords,  will  be  the  opinion  of 
'  every  foreigner  that  reads  his  Majefty's  fpeech 
'  from  the  throne,  and  our  addrefs  by  way  of  re- 
'  turn;  and  as  it  is  not  only  a  falfe  opinion,  but 

*  likewife  an  opinion  that  may  be  of  great  prejudice 
^        '  to  this  nation,  I  fhall  be  againft  our  faying  any 

'  thing  in  our  addrefs  that  may  tend  towards  efta- 

'  blifhing,  among  foreigners,  a  belief  in  an  opinion 

'  fo  injurious  to  the  people  of  this  kingdom,  and 

*  fo  mifchievous  with  regard  to  its  confequences  in 

*  the  prefent  war. 

'  I  have,  my  Lords,  the  fatisfadion  to  think^ 
'  that  no  man  doubts  of  my  efteem  for  his  Ma- 

*  jeRy's  perfon,  or  my  zeal  for  his  fervice;  but 

*  I  fnall  always  be  for  fhewing  that  efteem,  and 
'  teftifying  that  zeal,  by  declaring  my  fentiments 
'  freely  in  every  place,  and  upon  all  occafions^ 
'  where  my  duty  calls  upon  me  todofo;  and, 
'  upon  the  prefent  occalion,  I  think,  I  am  called 
'  upon  to  do  fo,  by  all  the  ties  of  honour,  loyalty^ 
'  and  friendfhip ;  becaufe,  I  am  convinced,  his 
'  Majefty  would  not,  in  his  fpeech,  have  made 
'  ufe  of  any  fuch  words  as  thofe  now  complained 
'  of,  if  fome  malicious  infinuations  had  not  been 
'  made  to  him  againft  thofe  who  have,  with  great 
'  calmnefs  and  decency,  oppofed  fome  late  mea- 
'  fures,  for  no  other  reafon,  I  believe,  but  becaufe 
'  they  thought  them  inconfiftent  with  the  honour 
'  or  intereft  of  their  country.  As  fuch  infinuations 
'  muft  tend  towards  giving  his  Majefty  an  ill  im- 
'  prefTion  of  thofe,  whom  I  ftiall  always  look  on 
*•  as  good  fubjedls,  though  they  may  fometimes 
'  difter  with  me  in  opinionj  therefore,  I  ftiall  be 

'  againft: 
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'  agalnft  our  doing  any  thing  in  this  houfe,  that 
'  may  confirm  fuch  infinuations ;  and  for  this  rea- 
'  fon,  I  muft  be  againft  inferting  in  our  addrtfs 
'  the  words  or  exprellions  objeded  to,  by  fome  of 

*  the  noble  Lords  who  have  fpoke  before  me  in 

*  this  debate.' 

As  foon  as  the  Earl  of  Scarborough  had  ended 
his  difcourfe,  the  Lord  Chancellor  got  up,  and 
fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows,  inz. 

*  My  Lords, 

'  As  nothing  is  more  necefiary  at  the  beginning  Lord  chan- 
'  of  a  war,  than  concord  and  unanimity  amongit  fll^^ 

*  ourfelves;  and  as  our  unanimity  at  prefent  feems 

*  to  be  interrupted  by  a  mifapprehenlion  of  what 

*  his  Majefty   has   faid   in   his   fpeech   from   the 

*  throne,  and  Jikewife  of  v/hat  the  noble  Lord  has 
^  been  pleafed  to  propofe  by  way  of  anfwer;  I 
^  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  excufe  my  rifing  up, 
'  to  endeavour  to  reRore  that  unanimity  v/hich  I 
^  wilTi  to  fee  eflabliflied,  by  explaining  and  remo- 

*  ving  that  miftake  which,  I  think,  has  occafioned 
^  the  prefent  interruption. 

'  The  objec5lions  that  have  been  made  to  fome 
'  part  of  the  addrefs  propofed,  have,  in  my  opi- 
'  nion,  my  Lords,  been  occafioned  by  fuppofing, 
'  that  the  heats  and  animofities  there  mentioned, 
'  relate  to  the  prefent  time,  and  to  the  late  parti- 
'  cular  meafure,  of  declaring  war  againfi:  Spain. 
'  Now,  if  your  Lordfhips  will  but  confider  the 
'  expreffions  themfelves,  which  the  noble  Lord 
'  was  pleafed  to  make  ufe  of,  in  that  part  of  the 
'  propofition  he  has  made  to  you,  v/hich  has  been 
'  objec5ted  to,  and  the  expreflions  in  that  part  of 
■  his  Majefty's  fpeech  to  v/hich  they  refer,  you 
'  will  fee,  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  can 
'  be  fuppofed  to  relate  to  the  prefent  time,  or  to 
'  any  particular  meafure.  The  expreflions  made 
T  3  '  ufe 
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'  ufe  of  by  his  Majefty  in  his  fpeech  from  the 
'  throne,  and  by  his  Lordfhip  in  the  proportion 
^  he  has  made  for  an  addrefs  by  way  of  anfwer 

*  thereto,  plainly  refer  to  the  time  paft,  and  to 

*  heats  and   animofities  in   general,    without  the 

*  lead:  application  to  any  particular  meafure  ;  and 
'  when  this  is  maturely  confidered,  I  am  of  opi- 
"^  nion,  no  reafonable  objedlion  can  be  made, 
^  either  to  his  IVIajefty -s  fpeech,  or  to  any  part  of 
^  the  propoiition  now  before  you. 

'  Upon  the  prefent  occafion,  my  Lords,  I  do 
'  not  think  it  neceffary  for  me  to  fhew,  what  fort 
^  of  heats  and  animofities  have  been  amongfl  us, 
'  or  how,  or  between  whom,  our  late  divificns 

*  have  arifen.     It  is  acknowledged  by  all,    that 

*  there  have  been  divifions,  heats,  and  animofi- 
<^  ties,  amongfl  us:    Nay,  they  became  fo  noto- 

*  rious,  that  even  our  enemies  took  notice  of 
'  them,  as  appears  by  the  SpaniJJj  manifefto  ;  and 

*  I  am  convinced  they  were,  as  his  Majefty  has 

*  told  us,  the  chief  caufe  of  that  obllinacy  wliich 
^  Spain  has  of  late  years  fliewn  in  all  her  nego° 
'  tiations  with  us.  Therefore,  whatever  thefe  di- 
*'•  vifions  were,  they  muft  be  allowed  to  be  a  good 

*  foundation  for  that  fatherly  and  tender  exhorta= 

*  tion  to  peace  and  unity,  which  his  Majefty  has 
'  mod  gracioufly  given  us  in  his  fpeech  from  the 

*  throne.  Suppofe  our  late  divifions  had  been  be- 
*•  tween  the  people  of  one  fide,  and  his  Majefly's 
'  minifters  or  fervants  on  the  other,  and  that  thofe 
"•  divifions  had  occafioned  heats  and  animofities  in 
'  the  kingdom,  even  fuch  a  divifion,  if  any  fuch 
^  could  be,  would  be  unhappy  for  the  nation  j 
'  and  as  his  Majefly  is  the  political  Father  of  us 
"-  all,  as  he  is  the  Father  of  his  fervants,  as  well 
«  as  of  his  fubjedls,  it  became,  in  that  cafe,  ne- 

*  ceffary  for  him,  efpecially  at  the  beginning  of  a 
^  foreign  war,  to  endeavour  to  reconcile  them  to 
^  each  other,  by  recommending  peace  and  unity 

'to 
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^  to  both  ;  at  Jeaft,  it  muft,  I  think,  be  ackriow- 

*  ledged,  that  it  was  gracious  in  him  to  do  fo, 
'  and  that  it  fhewed  his  concern  for  the  general 
'  welfare  of  his  kingdoms. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  I  am  far  from  being  of  opl- 
^  nion,  that  any  fuch  divilion  can  ever  exift,  in 
^  which  the  whole  people  are  of  one  fide,  and 
'  the  King's  minifters,  or  a  few  of  them  only,  of 

*  the  other.  I  believe  the  moft  hated  or  defpifed 
'  adminiftration  that  ever  was  in  this  kinp-dom, 

*  had  a  great  many  friends  among  the  people,  and 

*  a  great  party  that  approved  of  their  meafures  -, 

*  and  therefore,  1  cannot  approve  of  the  cuftom 
'  mentioned  by  a  noble  Lord  in  this  debate,  of 

*  making  ufe  of  the  words  people  and  adminiftra- 

*  tion  as  two  oppofite  terms  :  I  think  it  is  an  in- 
'  vidious  fort  of  diftindlion  ;  and  therefore  I  mufl 
'  think,  that  the  cuftom  is  at  all  times  fomewhat 

*  feditious.  If  any  one  has  of  late  made  ufe  of 
'  this  diftindlion,  and  endeavoured  to  recommend 
*^  the  ufe  of  it  to  others,  the  doing  fo,  could  pro- 

*  ceed  from  nothing  but  heat  and  animosity  •,  for 
'  none   of  his   prefent   Majefty's    minifters    have 

*  done,  or  advifed  any  thing,  that  could  give  the 
'  leaft  room  for  thinking,  that  they  were  in  any 

*  intereft  oppofite  to  that  of  the  people.  Gentle- 
^  men  may  difPer  in  their  opinions  ;  and  thofe 
'  who  have  the  honour  to  ferve  his  Majefty,  may 

*  think  that  for  the  good  of  their  country,  which 
'  others  think  not  to  be  fo ;  but  thofe  who  diiter 
'  from  them,  ought  to  judge  of  their  condu6t 
'  with  that  candour  and  charity,  which  the  noble 
'  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  has  recommended,  and 
'  which,    I  am  convinced,    is  a  way  of  judging 

*  pradlifed  by  him  upon  all  occafions.  If  every 
'  man,  both  within  doors  and  without,  wou'd 
'  follow  his  Lordftiip's  eicample,  we  fhould  have 
'  no  heats  or  animofities  in  the  kingdom,    nor 

*  would  any  one  fuppofe  fuch  a  divifion,  as  that 
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^  of  the  whole  body  of  the  people  upon  one  fide, 
'  and  a  few  of  his  Majefty's  minifters  upon  the 
'  other. 

'  Such  a  diviflon,  my  Lords,  can  never,  as  I 
^  have  faid,  exift  in  any  country,  and  much  lefs 
'  in  this  than  any  other,  unlefs  our  conftitution 
'  fhould  be  firil  overturned,  or  at  leaft  fufpend- 
'  ed  ;  and  I  am  fare  we  have  lately  had  nothing 
-  like  it.  We  had,  indeed,  a  very  great  divifion 
'^  amongft   us,     but   laft    feffion    of   Parliament ; 

*  Some  were  for  an  immediate  war  againft  Spain, 
^  notwithilanding  the  convention  they  had  agreed 
^  to,  and  others  were  for  waiting  a  few  months 
^  longer,  to  fee  if  we  could  obtain  juftice  by 
*•  peaceable  means.  His  Majefty's  fervants  know- 
'  ing  the  great  regard  he  had  for  the  trade  and 
•^  welfare  of  his  fubjedls,  were  very  generally,  I 
'  believe,   of  the  latter  party,  which  was  fo  far 

*  from  confiding  of  his  Majeiiy's  minifters  only, 
^  that  it  had  a  majority  in  both  houfes  of  Parlia- 
^  ment,  and  confequently,  by  our  conftitution, 
^  we  are  obliged  to  fuppofe,  that  it  had  a  majority 

*  among  the  people.  Notwithftanding  this  rna- 
•^  jority,  they  fupported  their  opinion,  both  with- 
•^  in  doors  and   without,    with  great  moderation 

*  and  tranquillity  -,  but  I  cannot  fay  fo  of  the 
"^  other  party.  In  this  houfe,  I  fhall  grant,  there 
^  was  no  heat  or  animofity  appeared ;    but  the 

*  party   without  doors  did  break  out  into  heats 

*  and  animofities,  and  endeavoured,  as  is  ufual 
^  upon  all  fuch  occafions,  to  fupport  by  noife  and 
'  clamour  without  doors,  what  they  could  not 
•^  fupport  by  reafon  and  argument  v^^ithin.  This 
'-  divifion,  and  thefe  heats  and  animofities,  are 
'  now,  'tis  true,  at  an  end  •,  but  others  may  arife, 
*^  and  therefore  it  was  very  natural,  and  even  ne- 
'  ceflary,  I  think,  for  his  Majefty,  the  next  time 
^  he  met  his  Parliament,  to  recommend  unity  and 
^  concord,  and  to  exhort  us  to  avoid  heats  and 

'  animofities. 


A.  1739-        DEBATES.  281 

^  animofitles.     He  does  not  fo  much  as  fuppofe 

*  there  are  any  at  prefent  fubfifting :  He  gives  us 
^  only  a  gracious  exhortation  to  avoid  fuch  in  time 
'  to  come  :  This  furely  can  never  be  taken  amifs 

*  in  any  country,  or  at  any  time  -,  and  much  lefs 
'  in  a  free  country,  where  divifions,  heats  and 
^  animofities  are  apt  to  arife,  notwithftanding  the 
^  utmoft  caution  ;  and  at  the  beginning  of  a  hea- 
^  vy  and  dangerous  war,  when  they  may  be  of 
'  more  pernicious  confequence  than  at  any  other 

*  time. 

^  Having  thus  explained  to  your  Lordfhips, 

*  what  is  meant  by  that  paragraph  in  his  Ma- 
'  jefty's  fpeech,    in  which  divifions,    heats,    and 

*  animofities  are  mentioned,  I  hope  it  will  appear, 
^  that  no  reafonable  objed:ion  can  be  made  to  it: 
'  I  hope  it  will  appear,  that  it  is  only  a  general 
^  exhortation  to  peace  and  unity  -,  and  fhall  we  fo 
'  much  negledt,  or  rather,  in  my  opinion,  con- 
^  temn  fuch  a  kind,  fuch  a  gracious,  and  fuch  a 
'  fatherly  exhortation,  as  not  to  make  the  leafb 
^  return  to  it  in  our  addrefs  ?  What  the  noble 
^  Lord  has  propofed,  is,  I  think,  the  lead  return 
^  we  can  make:  His  Lordfhip's  propofition,  like 

*  what  his  Majefty  has  faid  in  his  fpeech,  does 
^  not  relate  to  the  prefent  time,  nor  to  any  parti- 
'  cular  divifion  that  has  been  amongft  us.     It  is 

*  only  a  general  declaration,  that  we  will  promote 
'  harmony  and  unanimity  in  time  to  come.     This 

*  is,  I  hope,  what  every  Lord  in  this  houfe  is  re- 
^  folved  on,  and  therefore,  I  hope,  no  Lord  will 
'  oppofe  our  giving  his  Majefty  and  his  allies  the 
^  fatisfadion,  and  his  and  our  enemies  the  morti- 
'  fication,  to  declare  it  in  the  terms  propofed,  or 
'  in  more  exprefs  terms,  if  fuch  could  be  con- 
^  trived  and  were  thought  neceflary.' 


The 
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The  Earl  of  Winchelfea  was  the  next  that 
fpoke,  the  purport  of  whofe  fpeech  was  as  fol- 
lows, mz, 

*  My  Lords, 
Earl  of   ^        *  If  I   were  to  confider  his  Majefty's  fpeech 
fpeech^^'''  '  from  the  throne,  as  a  fpeech  really  framed  by 
'  himfelf,  and  without  the  advice  of  any  of  his 

*  minifters,  I  fhould  be  apt  to  join  with  the  noble 
'  Lord  that  fpoke  laft,  in  looking  upon  it  as  a 
'  fatherly  and  tender  exhortation  ;  but  it  is  well 

*  known,  that  in  this  houfe  we  always  do,  nay, 

*  we  ought  to  confider  his  Majefty's  fpeech  as 

*  the  fpeech  of  his  minifter  \  and,  when  I  con- 
'  fider  it  in  that  light,  I  cannot  look  upon  that 
'  part  of  it,  which  relates  to  divifions,  heats  and 
'  animofities,   as  a  friendly  exhortation  :    I  muft 

*  look  upon  it  as  a  defigned  reflection  upon  thofe, 

*  who,    not  only  laft  year,    but  for  many  years 

*  preceding,  took  the  liberty  to  condemn  his  tame 

*  fubmiflions  and  pacifick  negotiations,  which 
*-  have,  as  was  long  fince  foretold,  at  laft  ended 
'  in  an  open  and  declared  war  ;  and  that  at  a  fea- 

*  fon,  which,  if  we  confider  the  prefent  fituation 
'  of  affairs  in  Europe^  we  muft  allow  to  be  the 

*  moft  unlucky  for  this  nation,  of  any  we  could 

*  have  chofen,   ever  fince  Spain  began  to  infult 

*  and  plunder,  and  he  to  negotiate  and  fubmit. 

'  In  this  light,  I  fay,  my  Lords,  I  muft  con- 
^  fider  it,  and  I  confider  it  in  this  light,  becaufe 
"-  we  have  of  late  years  had  no  appearance  of  any 

*  divifion,  much  lefs  of  any  heat  or  animofity, 
'  but  what  has  been  occafioned  by  his  meafures. 
'  We  have  lately  had  none  of  thofe  party  divi- 
"-  fions  amongft  us,  with  which  this  nation  ufed 
'  formerly  to  be  perplexed  :  The  Jacobite  party  is 

*  now,  thank  God !  entirely  broke :  Whig  and 
'  Tory,  High  church  and  Low,  have  been  many 

3  '  years 
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'  years  ago  quite  forgot :  We  are  all  united  111  a 
^  refolution  to  fupport  and  preferve  our  conftitu- 
^  tion  under  the  prefent  happy  eftablifhment : 
^  Nothing  like  a  divifion  has  for  many  years  ap- 
'  peared  amongft  us,   but  what  was  occafioned  by 

*  fome  minifterial  meafure,  which  was  thought 
'  ruinous  to  the  trade,  or  inconfiftent  with  the 
'  honour  of  the  nation  ;  and  in  fuch  circum- 
'  ftances,  when  the  minifter  comes  and  tells  us, 
^  that  heats  and  animofities  have  been,  with  the 
«  greatefl    induftry,     fomented    throughout    the 

*  kingdom  \   that  our  divisions  have  encouraged 

*  our  neighbours  to  ufe  us  ill ;  and  that  we  ought 
'  to  avoid  all  fuch  for  the  future-,  I  muil  look 
'  upon  it  as  a  defigned  refledion  upon  thofe,  who 
^  have  found  fault  with  any  of  his  meafures  in 

*  time  paft,  and  as  an  imperious  fort  of  exhorta- 

*  tion  to  approve  and  fubmit  blindly,  in  time  to 

*  come,  to  every  thing  he  m.ay  vouchfafe  to  pro- 

*  pofe  to  us,  and  to  every  meafure  he  may  think 
'  fit  to  purfue. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  is  the  condrudion  that  muft 
'  be  put  upon  what  is  faid  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech 

*  about  divifions,  heats,  and  animofities,  by  every 
'  Lord  who  confiders  the  fpeech  in  that  light,  in. 
'  which  alone  it  ought  to  be  confidered  in  this 

*  houfe.  This  is  what  could  not  but  be  forefeen 
'  by  thofe  who  advifed  the  fpeech  j  and  therefore, 

*  if  they  have  this  day  heard  any  unwelcome  and 
'  galling  truths  relating  to  their  pafl:  condudl ;  if 

*  their  paft  meafures  have  not  been  allowed  to 

*  fink  into  that  oblivion  they  deferve  ;  thofe  who 
'  advifed  the  fpeech  have  themfelves  only  to 
^  blame  •,  for  when  an  oppofition,  that  experience 

*  as  well  as  reafon  has  juftify'd,  is  called  animofi- 
^  ty,  and  is  afiigned  as  the  caufe  of  that  misfor- 
'  tune,  which  evidently  proceeded,  not  from  the 
^  oppofition,  but  from  the  meafures  that  w^re  op- 
^  pofed,  it  became  necefiary  for  thofe  who  had 

'  joined 


Parliamentary     A.  1739, 

joined  in  that  oppofition,  to  juitify  their  oppo- 
fition,  by  expofing,  and  again  demonftrating, 
the  weaknefs  of  thofe  meafures  they  had  oppo- 
fed.  The  difagreement  therefore  that  has  this 
day  happened  amongft  us,  and  which  ought, 
certainly,  by  all  means  to  have  been  prevented, 
is  not  owing  to  thofe  who  have  this  day  found 
fault  with  paft  meafures,  but  to  thofe  who  moft 
unnecefTarily,  I  fhall  not  fay  arrogantly,  revived 
the  memory  of  them,  by  giving  the  invidious 
names  of  divifion,  heat,  and  animofity,  to  the 
oppofition  that  was  made  to  them. 
'  From  this  confideration,  every  Lord  that 
has  this  day  found  fault  with  any  of  our 
late  meafures,  muft  be  juftified,  and  from  this 
like  wife,  I  hope,  I  fhall  be  juflified,  in  taking 
fome  notice  of  what  has  been  this  day  faid  in 
favour  of  our  late  convention  with  Spain.  The 
difad vantages  and  difhonour  of  that  treaty  were 
laft  fefTion  fo  fully  expofed,  that  I  ihould  not 
have  given  your  Lordfhips  the  pain  to  hear  that 
treaty  again  mentioned,  if  fome  arguments  had 
not  been  now  advanced  in  its  vindication,  that 
neither  were,  nor  could  be  made  ufe  of,  when 
it  was  lafl  year  under  our  confideration.  We 
have  been  told,  my  Lords,  that  this  treaty  now 
appears  to  have  been  an  honourable  and  advan- 
tageous treaty  for  this  nation,  becaufe  Spain  refu- 
fed  to  perform  it  on  their  part.  So  far  otherwife, 
that  their  refufing  to  pay  the  95,000/.  confirms 
what  was  faid  laft  year  by  thofe  that  oppofed 
our  approving  of  the  treaty.  They  then  fore- 
told, that  Spain  would  not  pay  a  fhilling  of  that 
money,  unlefs  our  South-Sea  company  firft  paid 
them  the  68,000/.  they  demanded  ;  and  the 
event  has  confirmed  what  was  then  prophefied  ; 
which  fhews,  that  the  treaty  was  really  more 
difhonourable,  than  what  upon  the  face  of  it 
appeared  •,  though  even  this  pretty  clearly  ap- 

*  peared^ 
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^  peared,    by    the    King   of  Spain^s  declaration, 

^  which  our  negotiators  had,  it  feems,  accepted 

'  of  as  the  condition  upon  which  his  very  fign- 

'  ing,    and   much   more  his   performing   of  that 

'  treaty,  was  to  be  proceeded  on.     Their  infifting 

'  upon  our  receiving  that  declaration,  fhewed  the 

'  contempt  they  had  of  our  conduc^l,   and  their 

*  adhering  fo  clofely  to  what  they  thereby  de- 
'  clared,  was  only  a  farther  and  a  ftronger  mani- 

*  feftation  of  that  contempt. 

'  Another  new  argument  this  day  made  ufe  of 
'  in  favour  of  that  convention,  is,  that  it  was 
'  neceflary  for  us  to  prepare  for  war  before  we  de- 
^  clared  it ;  and  that  the  convention  gave  us  time 
'  to  be  prepared  for  war,  and  to  fend  notice  to 

*  our  merchants  to  remove  their  ihips  and  eifedts 
'  out  of  the  Spanifh  dominions,  which  we  could 
'  not  otherwife  have  had.  This  argument,  my 
'  Lords,  is  built  upon  the  fuppofition  of  a  fa(5l, 

*  which  every  one  knows  to  be  falfe.  Did  we 
'  make  the  leaf!:  preparation  for  war  during  the 

*  four  months  the  convention  held  us  in  fufpence  ? 

*  Did  we  in  all  that  time  give  the  leaft  hint  to  our 
'  merchants  to  withdraw  their  efFeds  ?  It  is  well 

*  known,  that  we  did  not  begin  to  prepare  for 
'  war  till  the  month  of  June  laft,  nor  did  we  fend 

*  notice  to  our  merchants  to  withdraw  their  ef- 

*  feds,  till  the  month  of  July ;  and  might  not 
'  this  have  been  done  in  the  month  of  June  or 

*  July  was  a  twelve-month,  as  well  as  in  the 
'  month  of  June  or  July  laft  ?  Certainly  it  might. 
'  Nay,  we  can  always,  in  a  month's  time,  pre- 
'  pare  fufficiently  for  commencing  a  war  againft 

*  Spain  alone,  and  therefore  have  no  occafion  for 

*  entering  into  a  difhonourable  negotiation,  much 

*  lefs  for  concluding  a  difhonourable  treaty  with 

*  them  for  fuch  a  purpofe. 

'  As  thefe,  my  Lords,  are  the  only  new  argu- 
^  ments  I  have  this  day  heard  in  favour  of  that 

'  moft 
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mod  dldionourable  treaty,  I  fhall  give  your 
Lordfliips  no  farther  trouble  upon  a  fubjedl,  that 
I  fhall  always  mention  with  relu6lance,  becaufe 
the  leall:  mention  of  It  muft,  I  think,  be  grating 
to  every  man  that  hears  it,  if  he  has  any  regard 
for  the  honour  or  intereft  of  this  kingdom. 
What  I  have  faid,  when  added  to  what  has  been 
before  faid  upon  the  fame  fubjed,  will  fufficiently 
juftify  the  oppofitlon  that  was  made  to  it ;  there- 
fore, I  muft  think,  it  was  wrong  to  advlfe  the 
inferting  of  any  thing  In  his  Majefty's  fpeech, 
that  might  feem  to  caft  a  refledlion  upon  that 
oppofitlon ;  and  confequently,  I  muft  be  agalnft 
our  enforcing,  and,  as  it  were,  redoubling  that 
refledlion,  by  any  words  In  our  addrefs.  I  know, 
that  the  cuftom  of  echoing  back  (I  muft,  my 
Lords,  make  ufe  of  the  word  echo ;  If  I  knew  a 
more  burlefque  word,  or  a  word  that  more 
ftrongly  fhewed  my  contempt,  I  would  certainly 
ufe  It)  I  fay,  my  Lords,  I  know  that  the  cuftom 
of  echoing  back  his  Majefty's  fpeech  from  the 
throne.  In  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe,  is  of  fome 
ftandlng-,  but  I  likewlfe  know,  that  minlfters 
have,  ever  ftnce  that  cuftom  began,  had  more 
influence  in  Parliament,  than  they  had  In  former 
reigns,  and  more,  perhaps,  than  they  ought  to 
have  in  any  reign.  Such  a  cuftom  is  rather  a 
fign  of  complalfance  to  the  minlfter,  than  of  re- 
fpedl  to  the  Sovereign.  The  greateft  and  beft 
fign  of  refped  we  can  fhew  to  the  Sovereign,  Is 
fincerlty ;  and,  if  this  cuftom  continues  for  any 
time  longer,  our  flncerity  to  our  Sovereign  will, 
I  am  afraid,  be  loft  in  a  fawning  complalfance  to 
his  minlfter. 

'  Let  us  therefore,  my  Lords,  take  this  oppor- 
tunity, which  I  think  a  good  one,  to  interrupt 
the  cuftom,  left  it  ftiould,  as  other  cuftoms  have 
done,  become  common  law,  which  the  lawyers 
fay  is  common  reafon,  even  though  it  be  incon- 

«  fiftent 
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'  fiftent  with  the  reafon  of  every  man  but  a  law- 

*  yer.  But,  if  your  Lordfnips  are  refolved,  that 
'  your  addrefs  fhall  be  a  compleat  and  faithful  echo 

*  to  the  fpeech,  I  think,  you  fliould  go  farther 
'  than  has  yet  been  propofed :  I  think  you  fhould 
'  take  fpecial  care  to  declare  it  as  your  opinion, 
'  that  the  heats  and  animofities  fomented  amongft 

*  us,  has  been  one  of  the  chief  encouragements  to 

*  the  court  of  Spain^  to  hold  fuch  a  conduct  to- 

*  wards  this  nation,  as  to  make  it  necefTary  to  have 

*  recourfe  to  arms;  becaufe,  this  I  take  to  be,  with 

*  regard  to  the  minifter,  the  moft  important  fen- 
'  tence  in  the  whole  fpeech;  and  therefore  ought 
'  not,  furely,  to  be  negledled  by  thofe,  who  think 

*  that  every    material    fentence   in   his  Majefty's 

*  fpeech  ought  to  be  mod  dutifully  echoed  back 
'  to  the  throne  by  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe.* 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  rofe  up  next,  and  fpoke  to 
this  t^t€t^  viz, 

'-  My  Lords, 
'  I  muft  begin  what  I  have  to  fay  to  your  Lord-  Duke  of 
*•  fhips  upon  this  occasion,  with  obferving,  that  I  fpcfch/ 

*  am  very  much  difappointed  in  the  hopes,  I  with 
'  pleafure  entertained  for  fome  time,  before  we 
^  met  in  this  houfe.      Our  fituation   before  this 

*  feflion  opened,  was  very  different  from  what  it 

*  was  before  the  opening  of  the  laft.     We  had 

*  then  juft  received  the  forrowful  tidings  of  a  new 
'  convention  between  us  and  Spain^  which,  before 
'  we  faw  it,  had  great  encomiums  beftowed  upon 
'  it,  by  thofe  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  ne- 
'  gotiation.     This  new  treaty  was  to  put  a  happy 

*  and  an  honourable  end  to  all  our  differences  with 

*  Spain,  It  was  to  give  reparation  to  our  injured 
'  merchants,  and  to  procure  fatisfa6lion  to  the  na- 

*  tion,  and  fecurity  to  our  trade  in  time  to  come. 

*  In  fhort,  it  was  to  give  us  all  we  wanted,  and 

*  more 
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^  more  than  we  could  have  expeded.     But  thefe 

^  encomiums  I  could  put  no  faith  in.     I  knew  the 

^  haughtinefs  of  thofe  we  had  been  treating  with ; 

'  I  knew  the  conten^ptible  opinion  they  had  of  the 

*  perfons  they  treated  with;  and  therefore,  lex- 
'  pe6led,  that  this  new  treaty  would  refemble  fome 
'  former  treaties  we  have  lately  made,  in  nothing 
'  fo  much  as  in  dilhonour  and  difgrace.  This 
'  made  me  exped  to  fee,  during  that  feffion,  great 
'  contention  within  doors,  and  great  murmurings 

*  and  difcontents  without;  and  in  this  I  was  not 
'  difappointed. 

'  But  before  the  opening  of  this  feflion,    my 

*  Lords,  we  were  in  a  very  different  fituation. 
^  Our  negotiations,  with  Spain  at  leafl,  were,  thank 
'  God  !  at  an  end.  A  war  was  adlually  declared^ 
'  which  was  what  all,  but  a  very  few  amongft  us, 
^  had  long  and  ardently  wifhed  for;  and  this  na- 
^  tion  was  in  a  way,  by  which  we  have  never  fail- 

*  ed  doing  ourfelves  juftice,  when  our  arms  were 
'  prudently  and  vigoroufly  condudted.    From  this 

*  fituation,  I  expedled  to  fee  nothing,  during  this 

*  feffion  of  Parliament,  but  concord  and  unanimity 
«  within  doors,  and  joy  and  acclamations  without. 

*  I  expeded  to  hear  nothing  of  paft  meafures, 
'  efpecially  from  thofe  who  could  not  be  infenfible 
'  of  the  difcontents  their  paft  meafures  had  occa- 

*  fioned.  I  expec5led  nothing  but  a  moft  cordial 
'  and  unanimous  concurrence  in  proper  meafures 

*  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  convince  our  enemies, 

*  that  we  are  better  fighters  than  negotiators ;  and 
'  that  though  they  had  for  many  years  eluded  the 

*  force  of  our  rhetorick,  they  fhould  be  unable  to 
'  elude,    for  as  many  months,   the  force  of  our 

*  arms. 

*  Thefe,  my  Lords,  I  fay,  were  my  expedations 

*  before  the  opening  of  this  feffion  of  Parliament, 

*  and  in  thefe,  I  can  affure  your  Lordfhips,  I  took 

*  great  delight.     But  thofe  who  had  the  advifing 

*  and 
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*  and  drawing  up  of  this  fpeech  now  under  out^ 

*  confideration,  have,  I  iind,  taken  the  very  firfl: 

*  opportunity  to  difappolnt  me  in  my  hopes.  In- 
'  ftead  of  applying  to  us  in  a  modell,  prudent^ 
'  and  conciliating  manner,  for  thofe  fupplies  that 
'  may  be  neceflary  for  carrying  on  the  war ;  they 

*  have  begun  with  throwing  unjufl  and  Ill-ground-^ 

*  ed  reflexions  upon  their  country,  and  upon  all 

*  thofe  that  oppofed  the  fruitlefs  and  deftrudive 

*  meafures  they  took  for  -preventing  it :  Kica^ureSj 
'  which  every  one  forefaw  would  be  fruitlefs,  be-^ 
'  fore  the  event  fhev/ed  them  to  be  fo ;  and  mea- 
'  fures,  which,  in  the  mean  time,  ruined  the  trade^ 
'  exhaufted  the  treafure,  and  expofed  the  charadler 
'  of  their  country. 

^  '  This,  my  Lords,  to  me  looks  as  if  they  were 
'  more  foUIcitous  about  juftifying  their  pacifick 
^  meafures,   than  they  are  about  meriting  the  ap- 

*  probation  of  their  country  as  to  their  warlike; 
'  and  this,  I  muft  fay,  is  but  a  bad  omen  of  our 

*  future  fuccefs,  if  they  be  Intruded  with  the  con- 

*  dudl  of  the  v/ar-,  for  nothing  can  contribute  mere 
'  to  the  juftification  of  their  late  pacifick  fchemes, 
'  than  an  unfortunate  iiTue  of  the  war  we  are  now 
'  engaged  in. 

'  I  fhall  grant,  my  Lords,    that  an  advice  ot^ 

*  caution  againft  divifions,  heats,  and  aaimof:ties^ 
has  been  often  repeated  to  us  in  fpeeches  from 
the  throne  *,  and  I  do  not  at  all  wonder  at  it,  for 
nothing  is  fo  like  one  minifter  as  another  minifcen 
Minifters  muft  always  be,  they  ought  to  be,  the 
advifers  of  the  King's  fpeech  to  his  Parliament. 
As  great  a  man,  and  as  good  a  judge  of  our  con- 
ftitution,  as  ever  fat  in  this  houfe,"often  gave  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  if  mjnifters  were  not,  they 
ought  to  be  the  advifers  of  every  fpeech  the 
King  makes  from  the  throne,  and  were  anfwera- 
ble  for  every  expreffion  made  ufe  of  upon  fuch 

'  occafions ;  therefore  we  are  not  to  be  furprized 
Vol.  XVIII.  U  ^  aC 
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^  at  the  frequent  repetition  we  find  of  this  caution 

*  againft  heats  and  animofities;  for  minifters  are 
'  apt  to  look  upon  every  oppofition  to  their  mea- 

*  fures  as  an  animofity ;  and  peevifh  miniders  often 

*  prevail  with  their  mafter  to  declare  it  fo  from  the 

*  throne  -,  but  however  this  may  ferve  the  peevifh- 

*  nefs  of  a  minifter,  it  is  of  great  difadvantage  to 
'  the  crown,  becaufe  it  engages  the  King  in  the 
'  party  with  his  minifter,  which  is  very  feldom 
'  either  the  honeftefl:  or  moft  numerous  party  in 
'  the  kingdom. 

'  For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  I  fhall  never  think 
'  it  very  dutiful  in  a  minifter  to  put  fuch  a  caution 
'  in  the  mouth  of  his  Sovereign ;  and  to  put  fuch 
'  a  caution  or  advice  into  the  King's  fpeech,  at  a 
'  time  when  there  neither  is,  nor  has  been,  any 
^  divifion,    heat,  or  animofity,    in  the  kingdom, 

*  but  fuch  as  have  been  occafioned  by  his  meafures, 
'  I  ftiall  always  think,  in  fom.e  degree,  criminal. 
'  In  former  reigns,  particularly  in  King  JVilliam^s 

*  reign,  there  was  fome  reafon  for  the  Sovereign's 

*  giving  a  caution  to  his  Parliament  againft  divi- 
'  lions,  heats,  and  animofities,  becaufe  there  were 

*  contending  parties  in  the  kingdom,  which  no 
'  v/ay  proceeded  from  any  pubJick  meafures  pur- 

*  fued  by  the  minifters;  but,  in  this  reign,  there 

*  have  been  no  fuch^arties ;  and  yet,  thefe  exhor- 

*  tations  have  been  oftner  m.ade  ufe  of  in  this  reign, 

*  than  in  any  former :  I  think  they  have  been  in 

*  the  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  every  feftion  fince 
'  the  famous  excife  fcheme^  except  the  firft  feftion 
'  of  this  Parliament,  when  the  complexion  of  the 
'  other  houfe  was  not  perhaps  fo  well  known  as  it 
'  was  foon  after. 

'  Who  was  the  author  or  drawer-up  of  the 
'  fpeech  nov/  under  our  conftderation,  I  do  not 
'  pretend  to  know;  but  in  this  houfe,  my  Lords, 
'  it  is  certain,  we  are  not  to  fay,  the  King  was : 
^  We  muft  fuppofe  it  was  fome  of  his  Majefty's 

'  minifters  i 
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ininifters ;  and  confidering  there  is  now  the  great- 
^  efl  unanimity  that,  I  believe,  ever  was  in  this 
nation,  confidering  there  has  not  lately  been  any 
divifion,  heat,  or  animoiity  in  the  kingdom,  un- 
'  lefs  that  oppofition  be  called  fo,  which  was  made 

*  to  their  late  pacinck  fchemes,  I  cannot  think  it 

*  was  right  or  modeft  in  them,  to  put  thofe  ex- 
'  preffions  in  his  Majefty's  fpcech,  which  are  now 
'  found  fault  with.  The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke 
'  lafl  but  one  fays,  they  do  not  relate  to  the  pre- 

*  fent  time,  or  to  any  particular  meafure.  I  mufl 
'  beg  pardon  to  differ  from  him,  though  I  am  far 
'  from  pretending  to  be  fo  good  a  jcdge  of  Ian- 

*  guage  as  he  is.      The  expreffions  both  in  the 

*  fpeech,  and  in  the  addrefs  propofed,  plainly  re- 

*  late  to  the  prefent  time.  His  Majeily  fays,  the 
^  unhappy  divifions  among  ft  my  fuhjebs^  are  the  only 

*  hopes  of  the  enemies  to  my  government :  Do  not 

*  thefe  words,  does  not  the  word,  are^  in  particu- 

*  lar,   relate  to  the  prefent  time.?  Again,   with  re- 

*  gard  to  the  addrefs  propofed,  can  we  with  any 
'  propriety  fay,  that  nothing  fnall  be  wanting  en 
'  our  part  to  heal  up  our  divifions,  if  there  are 

*  none  fuch  now  fubiilting  in  the  kingdom .?  Can 
'   we  fay,  that  his  Majeity  had  any  occcjion  to  re- 

*  peat  his  admonitions,   if  our  diviiions  are  all  en- 

*  tirely  healed  up,  and  no  fuch  thing  as  any  heats 

*  or  animofities  in  the  kingdom  ?  As  to  the  mea- 
'  fures,  my  Lords,  which  thofe  expreiTions  were 
'  defigned  to  relate  to^  I  fnall  not  pretend  to  de- 
'  termine  \  but  I  knov/  of  no  publick  meafure  that 
'  has  been  lately  oppofed  with  any  fort  of  warmth, 
'  but  our  negotiations  with  Spain^  and  the  conven- 
^  tion,  that  vv^as  the  unhappy  iiiiae  of  thofe  nego- 
'  tiations  \  and  1  cannot  think  it  right  to  fay,  that 
'  thofe  who  oppofed  thefe  meafures,  or  indeed  any 
'^ jneafures,  were  induftrious  fomenters  of  heats 
'  and  animof.ties,  which  is  expreily  faid  both  in 
'  the  fpeech,  and  in  what  the  ncble  Lord  has  pro- 

U  2  *  ^  pofed 
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'  pofed  to  be  our  addrefs  by  way  of  anfwer  to  that 

*  fpeech.  In  this  country,  and  by  our  conftitutiorr, 

*  whoever  thinks  any  publick  meafure  inconfiftent 

*  with  the  happinefs  of  his  country,  has  a  right, 
'  nay,  he  is  in  duty  bound,  to  take  every  legal 

*  method  he  can  think  of,  to  warn  the  people  of 
^  their  danger :  He  is  not,  for  that  reafon,  to  be 
'  called  a  fomenter  of  heats  and  animofities :  No. 
'  man  will  call  him  fo,   but  a  peevifh  afluming 

*  minifter,  who,  by  a  long  pofieilion  of  too  much 

*  power,  begins  to  think,  that  no  man  in  the  king- 
'  dom  ought  to  oppofe  his  good  will  and  pleafure. 

'  I  muft  likewife  obferve,    my  Lords,    that  I 

*  differ  from  the  fame  noble  Lord  in  another  thing 
'  he  was  pleafed  to  advance.     I  muft  think,  that 

*  a  division  between  the  people  of  one  fide,  and 
'  the  minifters  of  the  other,  is  fuch  a  divifion  as 

*  may  exift,  even  in  this  country.     I  fhall  grant, 

*  that  minifters  muft  always  have  a  party  for  their 

*  fupport;  but  when  that  party  confifts  of  men 

*  that  lift  themfelves  in  the  minifter's  party,  not 

*  becaufe  they  approve  his  meafures,  but  becaufe 
'  they  receive  his  pay,  I  cannot  look  upon  them 

*  as  any  part  of  the  people:  I  muft  look  upon 

*  them,  as  well  as  him,  as  the  enemies  of  the  peo- 
'  pie-,  and  the  more  of  them  he  has  in  his  pay, 
'  the  more  criminal  he  muft  always  be.     If  fuch  a 

*  minifter  and  fuch  a  party  ftiould  ever  happen,  to 

*  oar  misfortune,  to  exift  in  this  kingdom,  they 

*  would,  it  is  true,  be  the  King's  fubjeds ;  but, 
'  like  other  criminals,  they  would  be  fuch  fubjedls 

*  as  ought  to  be  hanged.  I  ftiall  alfo  grant  that, 
'  whilft  cur  co2iftituticn  remains  entire,  no  fuch 

*  minifter  can  long  ftand  his  ground  in  this  king- 

*  dom  -,  becaufe,  if  our  Parliament  ftiould  be  allow- 
'  ea  to  fit,  and  if  both  houfes  ftiould  continue  as 
'  incorrupt  as,  I  hope,  they  are  at  pre  fen  t,  fuch  a 
'  minifter  would  foon,  by  a  parliamentary  profecu- 
'  tion,  be  brought  to  what  hcdefervecj:  But  we 

*  know 
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*  know  that  fome  minifters  have  found  means  to 

*  govern,  or  rather  to  opprefs  the  nation  for  feve- 

*  ral  years,   without  any  Parh'ament  at  all;    and 

*  others  have  done  the  fame  thing,  by  means  of 

*  a  penfionary  Parliament.     Therefore,  fuch  a  di- 

*  vifion  may  exift  even  in  this  country,  though  It 

*  has  never  yet  long  exifted :  Thefe  over-grown 
'  miniftcrs  have  generally  hitherto  fallen  a  facri- 
'  fice  to  their  own  infolence  and  ambition,  foon 
'  after  the  body  of  the  people  declared  againil 

*  them  ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  that  the  Sove- 
'  reign  has  fometimes  been  overwhelmed  in  the 
'  ruins. 

*  I  fhall  always,  my  Lords,  be  ready  to  judge 
'  charitably  of  other  mens  condu6l,  either  in 
'  pub  lick  or  private  life.  I  lliall  always  be  ready 
'  to  f^ippofe  that  men  ad  from  right  principles, 
'  and  that  they  at  leaft  think  they  are  doing  what 
'  is  right  5  but  this  rule  can  take  place  only  in 
'  cafes  of  a  difputable  nature.  If  a  highway-man 
'  or  pick-pocket  fhould  tell  me,  that  he  thought 

*  he  did  people  a  fervlce  by  robbing  them  or 
^  picking  their  pockets,  or  by  holding  their  hands 
^  and  preventing  their  being  able  to  defend  them- 
^  felves,  or  fecure  the  villains  that  plundered 
'  them,  I  believe  no  charity  would  oblige  me  to 
^  believe  fuch  a  one  to  be  an  honeft  man ;  and 
'  much  lefs  would  complalfance  prevail  with  me, 
^  or  a  reward  induce  me,  to  call  him  fo.  In  pub- 
^  lick  life.  It  Is  the  fame:  When  a  minifter  en- 
'  gages  In  no  meafures  but  what  may  be  fuppofed 
^  to  be  for  the  publick  good,  charity  may  induce 
^  me  to  believe,  that  he  thinks  he  Is  doing  right, 
^  though  I  differ  from  him  In  opinion  -,  and  fuch 
'  a  minifter,  though  his  meafures  be  found  fault 
'  with  by  fome,  yet  he  may  depend  upon  having 
'  always  a  great  part  of  the  people  of  his  fide  i 
^  but  when  a  minlfter  engages  in  fuch  meafures  as 
'  evidently  tend  to  the  ruin  of  his  country,  there 

Us  *  is 
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*  is  no  room  for  charity,  one  muft  believe  him 
'  to  be  either   an  egregious   fool,    or  an  arrant 

*  knave. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  muft  be  every  honefi:  man's 
'  way  of  judging,  in  cafes  that  admit  of  no 
'  difpute  ',  but,  even  in  cafes  that  are  difpntable, 

*  though  charity  obliges  me  to  believe  that  mi- 

*  nifters  think  their  meafures  calculated  for  the 
'  good  of  their  country,  yet,  if  I  think  other- 
'  v/ife,  I  am  obliged  to  oppofe  them,  and  may 

*  take  fuch  legal  methods  as  I  think  fit,  to  pre- 
^  vent  or  defeat  them,  without  deferving  to  be 

*  called  a  fomenter  of  heats  or  anim.oftties.  This 
^  was  the  cafe,  with  regard  to  the  late  conven- 

*  tion :  It  was  thought,  by  many,  to  be  a  moft 

*  fcandalous  and  deftrudlive  treaty  :  I  thought  fo 

*  as  foon  as  I  faw  it :  I  think  fo  ftill ;  for  I  do  not 

*  think  myfelf  in  the  leaft  concluded  by  the  fide- 

*  wind  approbation  it  met  with.     A  treaty's  be- 

*  ing  approved  by  a  majority  in  Parliament,  does 

*  not  oblige  the  minority  to  approve  of  it.     Your 

*  LordHiips  have  all  a  right  to  fhew  that  you  dif- 

*  approve  of  what  meets  with  the  approbation 

*  of  the  majority,    and  to  leave  a  teftimony   of 

*  your  difapprobation  upon  record.     Nay,   even 

*  a  future  Parliament  is  not  obliged  to  approve  of 
'  what,  perhaps,  met  with  a  very  general  appro- 

*  bation  in  the  preceding.     The  treaty  of  Utrecht 
^  was  approved  of  by  a  majority  in  both  houfes 

*  of  Parliament.    I  remember,  I  then  difapproved 

*  of  it,  and  gave  my  fentiments  very  freely  in 

*  this  houfe  againft  it  ♦,   and  I  remember  the  re- 

*  ward  I  met  with  for  fo  doing.   That  very  treaty 

*  was,   in  a  future  Parliament,    fo  highly  difap- 
'  proved  of,    that  fome  of  thofe   who  had  the 

*  chief  hand  in  miaking  it,  were  puniihed  by  Par- 

*  liament  5  and  others  had,  perhaps,  been  more 

*  feverely  punifned,    if  they  had  not  fled   from 

*  juftice.     This,  my  Lords,  may  perhaps  be  the 

'  fate 
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fate  of  the  convention  in  fome  future  Parlia- 
ment, though  the  father  of  it  fecms  now  ex- 
tremely fond  of  his  child  ;  for  I  cannot  but  look 
upon  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  and  the  addrefs  now 
prcpofed,  as  a  fecond  approbation  of  that  con- 
vention ;  I  muft  think  them  defigned  as  a  new 
trium.ph  over  thofe  that  oppofed  it,  which  can 
give  no  great  joy  to  the  nation,  whatever  it 
may  do  to  the  father  of  the  convention  -,  and 
therefore  I  wifh  that,  in  order  to  make  his 
country  rejoice  as  well  as  himfelf,  he  would 
hereafter  take  as  much  care  to  triumph  over 
thofe  that  broke  it,  as  he  now  takes  to  triumph 
over  thofe  that  oppofed  it. 
'  This  fecond  approbation,  this  new  triumph, 
I  {hould  have  been  eafy  about,  I  fhould  have 
given  myfelf  no  trouble  in  oppoiing  it,  if  I  had 
not  thought  it  an  encroachment  upon  the  con- 
ftitution  of  my  country,  and  an  impofition 
upon  my  Royal  Mafter.  I  think  it  a  moft  dan- 
gerous encroachment  upon  the  freedom  of  our 
confliitution,  to  have  the  legal  oppofers  of  any 
publick  meafure  reprefented  as  fomenters  of 
heats  and  animofities,  and  promoters  of  divifi- 
ons  among  the  people.  If  they  had  been  guilty 
of  any  illegal  or  violent  pradices,  there  might 
have  been  fome  room  for  giving  them  fuch 
hard  names ;  but,  as  no  fuch  pradlices  have 
been  lately  attempted,  it  mull  be  allowed,  by 
every  one  who  underftands  our  conftitution,  to 
be  a  downright  mifreprefentation  -,  and  it  is  a 
moft  dangerous  impofition  upon  our  Sovereign, 
to  make  him  the  author  of  fuch  a  mifreprefen- 
tation. I  muft  likewife  look  upon  it  as  a  moft 
dangerous  impofition,  to  make  him  believe, 
that  there  are  unhappy  divifions,  or  any  divl- 
fions,  amongft  his  fubjed:s,  from  whence  his 
enemies  can  have  the  leaft  room  to  hope  for 
fuccefs.  I  wifh  they  may  have  no  other  foun- 
U  4  *  datioa 
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dation  to  bnild  their  hopes  on  •,  for,  if  they 
Iiave  not,  they  will  foon  fee  that  they  have  no- 
thing to  hope  for,  but  from  his  Majefty's 
juftice  and  moderation. 

'    vYhatever  dlfputes  our  late  pacifick  meafures 
occafioned,    and   thefe   were    the   only   difputes 
that  can  be  faid  to  have  produced  any  divihons, 
or  any  thing  like  heats  or  animofities  amongft 
us,  they  are  all  now  happily  ended  by  his  Ma- 
jefcy's   declaration   of  war.     That   declaration, 
my  Lords,  I  mud  join  Vvith  a  noble  Lord  that 
fpoke  fome  time  ago,  in  applauding.     I  think  it 
is  extremely  right :  It  i-s  well  and  ftrongly  word- 
ed :  The  fads  are  well  chofen,  and  the  thoughts 
expreiled  with  great  energy  *,  but  I  mud  obferve, 
that  it  is  a  fort  of  fummary  of  the  arguments 
made  ufe  of  lafl:  year  againft  the  convention, 
and  part  of  it,  I  believe,  expreifed  almofl:  in  the 
very  words  of  the  proteft  figned  by  many  of 
your  Lordfhips  upon  that  occafion,  and  entered 
upon  the  journals  of  this  houfe,  as  a  teftimony 
to  poflerity,    of  your  having   difapproved   of 
what  v/as  then  agreed  to  by  a  majority.     This 
declaration,  my  Lords,  has  given  full  fatisfae- 
tion  to  every  man  that  was  difpleafed  with  our 
former  pacifick  meafures  *,  and  furely,  no  man 
can  fuppofe,  that  it  is  difagreeable  to  thofe  that 
advifed  it.     It  is  therefore  unjuft  to  fay,  that 
there  are  any  divifions  in  this  nation :   It  was 
wrong  to  fay  fo  to  his  Majefty :  It  was  more 
wrong  to  advife  him  to  fay  fo  in  his  fpeech  from 
the  throne ,  and  it  would  be  ftill  more  wrong  in 
us  to  confirm  that  mifreprefentation,  by  any  fort 
of  infinuation  in  our  addrefs. 
^  War,  my  Lords,  was  what  the  whole  nation^, 
except  a  very  few,    long  iince  defired.     The 
few  that  were  againft  it  have  done  what  was 
their  duty:  They  have  yielded  to  the  genera! 
voice  of  their  country  *,  and  the  war  is  now  de- 

*  claredc 
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'  clared.  I  have  already  faid,  and  I  rnuH:  agaia 
'  fay,    that   I    thank  God   for   it ;    for    I   think 

*  it  a  moft  providential  war  for  this  nation.     It 

*  could  be  nothing  but  Providence  that  could  fo 

*  harden  the  hearts,  or  rather  blind  the  under- 
'  {landings  of  the  Spaniards^    as  to  make  them 

*  refufe  or  negledl  to  perform,  on  their  part,  a 
'  treaty  which  was  both  honourable  and  advanta- 
'  geous  for  them,    but  moft  inglorious  and  de- 

*  ftru6tive  for  us.     To  us  it   would  have  been 

*  moft  unlucky,  if  they  had  paid  the  fum  ftipu- 

*  lated  by  that  treaty.     It  was  a  Providence  moft 

*  propitious  to  this  nation,  that  put  them  into  a 

*  humour  to  hold  us  in  fuch  contempt  as  to  re- 

*  fufe  making  that  payment,  which  they  had  fo 

*  folemnly  promifed  ,  and  as  Providence  has  been 
'  favourable  to  us  in  forcing  us  into  the  war,  I 
'  hope  it  will  be  as  favourable  to  us  in  the  profe- 

*  cution.    It  is  hardly  poflible  the  event  fhould  be 

*  unfortunate  for  this  nation,  unlefs  we  render  it 

*  fo  by  our  own  condudl ;  and  as  an  uncorrupt 

*  and  independent  Parliament  is  the  beft  check 

*  upon  a  minifter's  condudl,  I  fhall  look  on  it  as 

*  a  bad  omen  of  our  future  condudl,  if  we  ftiould, 

*  in  this  firft  feffion,  after  the  commencement  of 
'  the  war,  fhew  fo  much  complaifance  to  any  mi- 
'  nifter,   as  to  confirm  a  mifreprefentation  made 

*  by  him  to  the  crown,  efpecially  as  that  mifre- 

*  prefentation  is  of  fuch  a  nature,    that  if  it  be 

*  believed,  it  muft  render  our  enemies  more  obfti- 

*  nate,  and  our  friends  lefs  ready  to  join  in  any 

*  alliance  with  us.' 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  having  thus  ended  his  dif- 
courfe,  the  Lord  Chancellor  again  rofe  up  and 
obferved,  '  That  although  an  objcdlion  had  been  Lord  chaa- 

*  made  to  fome  part  of  the  noble  I.ord*s  propo-  """"'* 

*  fition  for  an  addrefs,  and  a  long  debate  had  en- 

*  fued,  yet  ng  motion  had  been  regularly  made 

*  for 
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*  for  an  amendment ;    therefore,    he  thought  it 

*  his  duty   to  take  notice,    that  if  they  infifted 

*  upon  their  objedion,  it  would  be  necefTary  to 
'  mention  the  words  to  be  left  out,  and  to  think 

*  of  fome  words  to  be  put  in  their  ftead  ;  after 

*  which,  the  queftion  he  was  to  put,  would  be, 
'  Whether   the  words   propofed    to   be  left   out 

*  fhould  ftand  part  of  the  motion.' 

Upon   this  the  Lord  Bathurft  flood  up,   and 
fpoke  to  this  efredt,  viz. 

«  My  Lords, 
Lor<]  Ba^         *  The  words  objecled  to,    have  been  already 
'  mentioned,  and  I  do  not  think  it  necefTary  to 
'  propofe  any  words  to  be  put  in  their  flead,  till 

*  the  queftion  be  firft  put.  Whether  or  no  they 

*  fhall  ftand  part  of  the  motion.     If  that  queftion 

*  be  carried  in  the  negative,  it  will  then  be  time 
«  enough  to  think,  whether  any,  and  what  words 
«  ought,  to  be  inferted  in  the  room  of  thofe  left 

*  out.  This,  I  think,  my  Lords,  is  the  parlia- 
'  mentary  way  of  proceeding  ;  and  the  objedions 

*  have  been  already  fo  fully  explained,  and  the 

*  reafonablenefs  of  them  fo  flrongly  enforced,  that 

*  I  think  it  unnecefTary  for  me  to  add  any  thing 

*  further  upon  the  fubjedt.     What  the  next  que- 

*  flion  may  be,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  fay,  nor  is 

*  it  necefTary  I  fhould.     Perhaps  it  may  be,  To 

*  addrefs  his  Majefty  to  know  who  advifed  him 

*  to  put  into  his  fpeech  that  paragraph,  which  has 
«  been  found  fault  with  in  this  debate.  Even  this 
'  would  be  parliamentary  ;  but  whether  your 
'  Lordfhips  will  think  proper  to  go  fo  far,  I  do 

*  not  know.     However,   my  Lords,   to  obviate 

*  the  prefent  Teeming  difficulty,  I  fhall  make  you 
'  the  motion  for  an  amendment,  in  form,  thus : 

*  That   the  motion   made   by  the   noble  Lord, 

*  fhould  be  amended  by  leaving  out  the  words, 

^  *  That 
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'  That  it  gives  us  inexprejjible  concern^  &c.  as  far 
'  as  the  words,  That  we  are  determined 

The  Earl  of  Ha  flood  up  and  fpoke  next, 
whofe  fpeech  was  in  fubftance  thus  : 

<  My  Lords, 
*  The  noble  Lord  upon  the  wool-fack  did  not  Earl  of  I'a't 
'  find  fault  with  your  Lordfhips  manner  of  pro-  ^^^^'^*'* 
'  ceeding :  He  only  mentioned  what  was  proper 
'  to  be  done  ;  and  when  there  is  any  defedt  or 

*  omiiTion  as  to  the  form  of  your  proceedings,  it 

*  is  his  duty  to  acquaint  you  v,^ith  it,  and  to  in- 

*  form  you  of  what  ought  to  be  done.  I  fhall 
'  grant,  it  is  not  abfolutely  neceflary  to  mention 
'  before-hand,  whether  any,  and  what  words  are 
'  to  be  put  in  Read  of  thofe  propofed  to  be  left 
'  out  ;  but  it  is  ufual,  and  even  candor  feemiS  to 
'  require  it,  becaufe  from  thence  feveral  Lords  may 
'  determine  how  to  vote  upon  the  firft  queftion. 

'  As  to  the  words  objeded  to,  I  cannot,  for 
^  m.y  part,  fee  the  ieafl:  occafion  for  leaving  them 
'  out :  I  even  think  it  neceflary  to  keep  them  in. 

*  I  (hall  admit,  my  Lords,  that  the  late  condudt 

*  of  Spain,  efpecially  their  non-performance  of 
'  what  they  promifed  by  the  late  convention,  has 
'  rendered  us  unanimous  for  war.     But  war  or  no 

*  war,  was  not  the  only  difpute  or  divifion  a- 
'  mongft   us.     There    have   been    many    others, 

*  fome  of  which  ftill  fubfift  ;  and  whatever  there 
'  may  be  within  doors,  I  am  certain  there  are  flill 
'  great  heats  and  animcfities  without.     Are  there 

*  not  feditious  libels  now  printed  and  difperfed  ? 
'  Are  there  not  malicious  {lories  fpread  aofainft  the 

*  government  daily  ?   Sometimes  it  is  faid.   That 

*  we    are    not    yet    in   earneft    as    to   the    war : 

*  At  other  times  it  is  faid,  That,  notwith- 
'  {landing  our  declaration   of  v/ar,    we  dare   not 

*  flrike  a  flroke.  Many  fuch  f^jfe  and  fcan- 
^  dalous  opinions  are  with  great  induilry  propa- 

'  gated. 
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'  gated.  All  the  meafures  of  our  government 
'  are  mirreprefented  to  this  very  day.     Even  the 

*  proceedings  of  this  houfe  are  libelled,  not  only 
'  in  converfation,  but  in  print.  Is  not  every 
'  Lord  fenfible  of  this  ?  Do  not  your  Lordfhips 
'  all  know  It  ?  And  in  fuch  circumftances,  was  it 

*  not  extremely  proper  for  his  Majefty  to  caution 
'  us  againft  dlvlfions,  heats,  and  animofities  ?  Will 
'  it  not  be  neceflary  for  us  to  declare  in  our  ad- 
^  drefs,  That  we  fhall  endeavour  to  avoid  adding 
'  fewel  to  the  heats  and  animofities  without  doors, 

*  by  our  difputes  and  divifions  within  ^ ' 

The  laft  who  fpoke  in  this  debate  was  the 
Earl  of  Halifax,  the  purport  of  whofe  fpeech 
was  thus : 

*  My  Lords, 
'  I  am  not  yet  convinced  that  the  words  ex- 
'  cepted  againft  ought  to  ftand  part  of  this  ad- 
'  drefs.     I  think,  my  Lords,  it  is  on  all  hands 

*  agreed,  that  this  houfe  at  leaft  is  unanimous; 
«  why  then  fhould  we  infert  any  thing  which  may 
'  make  his  Majefty  and  tlie  world  think  that  we 
'  are  divided  ?  But  as  the  noble  Lord  objedls  that 

*  no  motion  has  been  made  upon  this  queftion, 
'  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  draw  out  a  motion 

*  for  an  amendment,    which   I  hope  will  meet 

*  with  your  Lordfhips  approbation.     I  humbly 

*  move,  my  Lords,  that  the  following  words  be 

*  inferted  as  part  of  this  refolution,  Tbat  it  gives 
^  us  inexprejjible  concern,  that  it  has  been  repre- 

*  fented  to  your  Majefty  that  any  divifions  or  animo- 

*  fities  fubfift  in  this  houfe.  We  ajfure  your  Majefty 
'  that  we  are  at  prefent  all  of  one  mind,  and  that 

*  we  will  fhew  it,   by  unanimoufty  fupporting  your 

*  Majefty  in  the  vigorous  profecution  of  this  juft 

*  and  neceffary  war* 

At 
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At  lafl:  the  queftlon  was  put,  if  the  words  pro- 
pofed  to  be  left  out  fhould  ftand  part  of  the  mo- 
tion ;  and,  upon  a  divifion,  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  68  contents,  to  41  not  contents. 
After  which  the  queftion  was  put  upon  the  mo- 
tion, and  agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 

The  addrefs  drawn  up  and  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  in  purfuance  of  this  refolution,  was  as 
follows : 

*  Moji  gracious  Sovereign^ 

*  TT  TE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  L-f^^ a^- 

<    VV     fubjedls,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tempo- h'sMnjIay'a 

*  ral  in  Parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave  to  return  aofwer. 
«  your  Majefly  our  fincere  and  humble  thanks  for 

«  your  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 
'  The  great  regard,  which  your  Majefty  hath 

*  expreiled  for  the  fenfe  of  both  houfes  of  Parlia- 
^  ment,   in   your   proceedings  with  the  court  of 

*  Spain^  is  a  continuance  of  that  Royal  goodnefs, 

*  and  concern  for  the  true  intereft  of  your  people, 

*  which  we  have  fo  often  experienced  -,  and  your 
'  Majefty's  defire  to  have  the  advice  and  aiTiftance 
'  of  your  Parliament,  as  early  as  poftlble,  in  this 
'  important  conjuncture,  is  a  frefh  proof  of  your 
'  real  confidence  in  your  faithful  fubjecls. 

'  The  juftice  and  neceffity  of  the  war,   which 

*  your  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  declare  againft 
«  Spain^  muft  be  as  demonftrable  to  all  the  world, 

*  as  the  violent  and  intolerable  methods  prac5lifed 

*  by  that  nation,  to  interrupt  and  diftrcfs  the  na- 

*  vigation  and  commerce  of  thefe  kingdoms,  are 
'  notorious  ;  and  it  is  the  higheft  aggravation  of 

*  this  offenfive  and  inexcufable  condudl,  that  it 

*  has  been  obftinately  purfued,  in  breach  of  the 
'  moft  folemn  engagements,    and  in  defiance  of 

*  the  higheft  obligations  of  friendftiip  and  good 

*  offices.     But  fince  Great  Britain  has  hctn  thus 

'  unavoidably 
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unavoidably  called  forth  to  arms,  we  efteem  it 
our  peculiar  felicity,  that  we  have  a  Prince  upon 
the  throne,  who,  with  paternal  tendernefs, 
joins  in  the  juft  refentment  of  an  injured  nation  j 
and  whofe  magnanimity  and  fteadinefs  are  equal 
to  the  glorious  caufe,  in  which  he  is  engaged. 
*  On  this  occafion,  the  unfeigned  tender  of 
our  lives  and  fortunes  is  no  more  than  is  due  to 
your  Majeily,  and  our  country ;  and  we  do, 
from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  give  your  Ma- 
jefty  the  ftronged  afTurances,  that  we  will 
zealoully  concur  in  all  fuch  meafures,  as  may 
forward  your  preparations,  and  enable  you  to 
carry  on  the  war  with  that  fpirit  and  vigour, 
which  truly  become  the  Britijh  name. 
'  Your  Majefty's  goodnefs  in  acquainting  us 
from  the  throne,  that  you  have  augmented 
your  forces  by  fea  and  land,  purfuant  to  the 
power  given  you  by  Parliament,  with  all  the 
moderation  that  was  confilient  v/ith  thofe  de- 
firable  ends,  which  you,  in  your  Royal  wif- 
dom,  have  pointed  out  to  us,  is  an  inflance  of 
your  Majeily's  gracious  difpoiition  to  avoid 
bringing  any  unneceflary  burdens  upon  your 
people :  And  though  we  cannot  flatter  our- 
felves,  that  a  ftate  of  war  will  not  be  attended 
with  great  expences,  and  fome  inconveniencies  \ 
yet,  when  it  is  undertaken,  not  to  gratify  the 
views  of  reillefs  ambition,  but  to  ■  aiTert  and 
maintain  the  honour  and  jufi:  rights  of  your 
Majefty's  crown  and  kingdoms,  we  doubt  not, 
but  thofe  powerful  motives,  will  induce  all 
your  fubjedls  to  undergo  with  cheerfulnefs, 
whatever  is  nectflary  in  the  profecution  of  it. 
'  It  gives  us  inexpreffible  concern,  that  there 
fhould  be  any  occaficn  for  your  Majefty  to 
repeat  your  gracious  admonitions  again ll;  thofe 
heats  and  animoircles,  which  have  bec'.n  foment- 
ed throughout  the  kingdom.  As  we  cannot 
I  *  but 
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'  but  moft  ferioufly  lament  the  unhappy  divifions 

*  thereby  occafioned ;  fo  nothing  fhall  be  wanting 
'  on  our  part  to  heal  them,  by  promoting  that 
'  good  harmony  and  unanimity,  which  are  fo  ne- 
'  cefiary  at  this  jundlure :  And  we  truft  in  God, 
'  that  any  hopes  or  viev/s  forjiied  by  our  enemies 
'  upon  fuch  circumflances,  will  be  found  utterly 
'  vain  and  groundlefs ;    (ince  all  your  Majefly's 

*  fubjedls  muft  be  convinced,  that  the  fecurity  of 

*  our  religion  and  liberties,  and  the  fafety  and 
'  profperity  of  thefe  kingdoms  do  entirely  depend 

*  on  the  prefervation  of  your  facred  pcrfon  and 
'  government,  and  of  the  Frotedant  fucceiTion  in 
'  your  Royal  Houfe. 

'  In  this  common  caufe,  interefl,  as  v/ell  as 
'  duty,  will  make  us  unite ;  and  we  do  with  the 
'  greateft  zeal  and  firmnefs  aflure  your  Majefty, 
'  that  we  are  determined,  at  the  hazard  of  all 
'  that  is  dear  to  us,  to  fupport  it  againil:  all  your 
^  enemies,  both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  imploring 
'  the  divine  Providence  to  give  fuccefs  to  your 
'  arms,  and  make  them  the  happy  means  of  pro- 
'  curing  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace.' 

His  Majefty's  mod  gracious  anfwer. 

My  Lords, 

I  THANK  you  for  this  addrefs,  fo  full  of  duty 
and  affeBion  to  me^  and  of  feafonabk  affurances 
of  your  vigorous  fupport.  'The  fatisfa^iion  you  ex- 
prefs  in  the  meafures  I  have  taken^  is  very  agreeable 
to  me  \  and  you  tnay  depend  on  r/iy  endeavours  to 
carry  on  the  war  in  fuch  a  manner^  as  may  hefl 
anfwer  the  neceffary  ends  propofed  by  it^  and  the  juft 
expectations  of  my  people. 

The  Commons  being  returned  to  their  houfe, 
and  the  fpeech  read  by  Mr.  Speaker,  Henry 
Archer^  Efq,  flood  up,  and  fpok^  as  follows: 

*  Sir, 
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%1'f^S''''  '  Sir,  As  his  Majefty  has  been  pleas'd  to  de» 
mrtonfor  '  clarc  111  hls  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
fr"omthe'  '  thronc,  that  he  has  call'd  us  together  fo  much 
Conimo/>s.  *  earlier  than  ufual,  that  he  might  take  the  im- 
'  mediate  advice  of  Parh'ament  at  this  critical  and 

*  important  conjundure  ;  give  me  leave.  Sir,  to 

*  exprefs  the  joy  and  fatisfa(5lIon  which  I  have  in 

*  beholding  fo  full  a  houfe  upon  this  occafion,  and 
'  particularly  in  feeing  fome  gentlemen  here  again, 

*  whofe  great  talents  and  experience  have  rendered 
'  them  fo  able,  and  I  hope  I  may  now  fay  they 

*  are — no  lefs  willing,  to  difcharge  this  great  truft 

*  and  duty  to  their  King  and  country. 

'  Sir,    the  great  caufe  of  debate   amongft   us 

*  the  laft  feffion  is  now  at  an  end :  We  are  now 

*  engag'd  in  an  open  and  declar'd  war  againft  a 

*  haughty,  infuldng  enemy,  whom  neither  juftice, 

*  nor  humanity,  the  law  of  nations,  nor  the  facred 

*  ties  of  treaties  cou'd  reftrain  from  committing 

*  unheard  of  violence  and  cruelties  upon  our  fel- 

*  low  fubjedts,  and  even  daring  to  infult  the  flag 

*  of  this  nation. 

*  During  thefe  provocations  we  were  not  Infen- 

*  fible  of  his  Majefty's  zeal  and  impatience  to  en- 
'  gage  in  the  glorious  caufe  of  vindicating  the  ho- 
'  nour  of  the  Britijh  crown,  and  aiferting  the 
'  rights  of  his  injur'd  fubjeds  ;  but,  like  a  com- 
'  mon  father,  and  preferver  of  his  people,  tender 
'  of  their  lives  and  welfare,  and  gra'^ioully  regard- 

*  ing  the  advice  of  his  Parliament,  he  was  pleafed 
'  to  interpofe  his  Royal  endeavours  with  the  King 

*  of  Spain^  in  order  to  obtain,  without  the  effu- 

*  fion  of  blood,    or  calamities  of  war  (which  is 

*  the  laft  of  all  remedies  when  other  trials  fail  of 

*  fuccefs)  that  juftice  and  fatisfadion,  which  no- 

*  thing  but  the  amazing  perfidy  and  bafenefs  of 
'  the  Spanijh  nation  could  have  refufed. 

^  And  give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  fay,  that  in  this 

*  was 
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*  was  fhewn  true  fortitude  and  greatnefs  of  mind  i 
'  for  'tis  ambition,  'tis  wantonnefs,   and  military 

*  folly  that  delights  in  conquefts  and  laurels  ;  true 

*  valour  knows  no  other  aim  than  the  peace  and 

*  happinefs  of  fociety :    But  when  fuch  meafures 

*  did  not  fucceed,  when  it  was  found  necefTary  to 
'  have  recourfe  to  arms,  the  fame  zeal  and  un- 

*  wearied  pains  which  had  been  before  employed 

*  for  eftablifhing  peace  and  publick  tranquillity, 

*  have  been  exerted  in  military  preprations,  and 

*  armaments  by  fea  and  land,  in  order  to  annoy 

*  our  enemy  in  the  moft  fenfible  part :  And  al! 

*  Europe  mufl:  be  now  convinc'd,  not  only  of  the 

*  juflice  of  our  caufe,   but  they  will  judge  from 

*  our  conduct  that  we  have  enter'd  into  the  war 
'  with  temper,   and  are  carrying  it  on  with  the 

*  fpirit  and  refolution  of  a  brave  and  provok'd 

*  nation.     And  'tis  with  pleafure,   Sir,  that  every 
'  true  Englijhman  muft    now  behold    the   naval 

*  ftrength  and  power  of  his  country,  the  Brttijh 

*  fleet,  fent  forth  to  avenge  our  wrongs,  fpreading 

*  terror   round   the   coafts   of  our   enemy,    and 

*  afluming    the   fovereignty   of  the   fea   without 

*  a  rival.     On  the  other  hand,  were  we  to  view 

*  the  fituation  of  our  enemy,  he  who  fo  lately 
'  ufurp'd  a  power  over  our  fhips  at  fea,  prefcribed 

*  a  courfe  to  our  navigation,  and  vainly  laid  clami 

*  to  part  of  his  Majefty's  dominions  at  land,  to 

*  what  is  his  pride  reduc'd  ?  Not  daring  to  ven- 

*  ture  out  his  fleet  at  fea,  he  creeps  for  fafety 

*  within  his  ports,    whilft  the  Briiijh  cannon  is 

*  roaring  for  vengeance  upon  his  coafl:s. 

'  In  this  fituation  we  cannot  but  exprefs  our 

*  fatisfadion  in  his  Majefty's  wifdom  and  condudj        / 

*  and  in  the  vigour  and  fteadinefs  of  his  refolu- 

*  tions  \  nor  can  we,  without  ingratitude,  forget 

*  his  Royal  clemency  and  moderation  in  time  of 
<  peace,  and  the  tender  and  affedionate  concern 
'  which  he  has  fhewn   for  his  people  >    virtues 

Vol.  XVIIL  X  *  which 
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*  which  will  always  endear  a  Prince  to  his  fub- 
'  jeds,  and  make  him  no  lefs  amiable  in  peace 
^  than  formidable  in  time  of  war. 

'  And  if  ever  there  was  a  time  which  call'd 

*  for  the  warmell  exprefTions  of  duty  and  affec- 
'  tion  to  the  throne,  this  furejy  is  the  time  -, 
^  whilft  we  are  engag'd  in  a  war  abroad,  and  re- 

*  proach'd,   even  by  our  enemies,   for  our  divi- 
.    *  fions  and  animofities  at  home.     Who  is  there, 

'  Sir,  that  can  read  the  King  of  Spain's  manifefto 
'  without  the  utmoft   concern  and  indignation  ? 

*  Great  Britain  troubled  with  inteftine  divifions ! 

*  There  is  the  fource  and  fpring  of  our  misfor- 

*  tunes  5  'lis  from  thence  that  our  enemies  have 

*  drawn  their  hopes  of  fuccefs  againft  us^    and 

*  form'd  fuch  defpicable  Ideas  of  our  (Irength  and 

*  power,  as  to  dare  to  contend  with  this  na- 
'  tion.  But,  Sir,  'tis  not  yet  too  late,  we  have  it 
'  ftill  in  our  power  to  difappoint  their  views  and 
'  expedations :    Let  us  a6l  with  union  and  har- 

*  mony  amongfl:  ourfelves  -,  let  us  join  in  the 
'  common  caufe  of  our  country,  and  fupport  his 
'  Majefty  with  vigour  and  unanimity  \  and  we 
'  fhall  again  make  the  arms  of  Great  Britain 
'  dreaded  throughout  Europe^  and  put  a  fpeedy 
'  end  to  the  war  by  a  glorious  and  honourable 
.*  peace  -,    and    therefore   1    fhall    beg   leave    to 

*  move, 

"  That  it  be  refolv'd.  That  an  humble  ad- 
*'  drefs  be  prefented  by  this  houfe  to  his  Majefty, 
*'  to  return  thanks  for  his  moft  gracious  fpeech 
^■^  from  the  throne,  and  to  exprefs  our  entire  fatis- 
*'  fadlion  in  his  Majefty 's  declaration  of  war  a- 
"  gainft  the  crown  of  Spain :  A  war  which  the 
"  repeated  violences  and  depredations  committed 
"  by  that  nation  upon  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
'•^  this  kingdom,  the  notorious  violation  of  their 
^'.  moft  folemn  engagements,  their  obftinate  re- 
**  fu(al  of  making  reparation   for   paft  injuries, 

*«  and 
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*'  and  of  giving  fecurity  againft  the  like  for  the 
*'  future,  have  render'd  juft  and  unavoidable. 

"  To  aflure  his  Majefty,  that  with  the  higheft 
*'  fenfe  of  duty  and  gratitude  this  houfe  acknow- 
*'  ledges  his  Majefty's  wifdom  and  paternal  care 
*'  of  his  people,  in  making  ufe  of  the  power 
*'  granted  to  his  Majefly  by  Parliament,  for  the 
"  fecurity  and  defence  of  this  nation,  for  the 
*'  protection  of  our  trade,  and  for  the  diftreding 
*'  and  annoying  our  enemies  in  the  moft  fenfible 
*'  and  effedual  manner  ;  and  that  nothing  fhall 
*'  divert  or  deter  us  from  fuftaining,  with  fatis- 
*'  fad;ion  and  chearfulnefs,  any  extraordinary  ex- 
*'  pences  and  inconveniencies  that  muft  Inevitably 
*'  attend  the  various  and  extenfive  fervices,  v/hich 
"  his  Majefty  fhall  find  necelTary  to  undertake  in 
*'  vindicating  the  honour  of  his  crown,  in  affert- 
*'  ing  the  rights  of  his  people,  and  in  procuring 
"  juftice  to  an  injur'd  and  provoked  nation. 

"  To  befeech  his  Majefty  to  accept  the  {Irohg- 
*'  efl  and  moft  affedlonate  alTurances,  that  in  de- 
*'  fence  of  his  Majefly's  dominions,  and  in  fup- 
*'  port  of  the  common  caufe  of  our  country,  we 
*'  wqll  raife  fuch  efFedual  fupplies,  and  with  fuch 
*'  chearfulnefs  and  difpatch,  as  will  forward  and 
*'  give  fpirit  to  his  Majefl:y's  preparations,  and 
"  enable  his  Majefly  to  carry  on  the  war  v/ith 
"  vigour. 

"  To  aflure  his  Majefty,  that  we  being  truly 
^'  fenfible  of  the  fatal  confequences  of  inteftine 
''  heats  and  animofities,  wiil,  with  a  zeal  becomA- 
*'  ing  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  in  Parlia- 
"  ment,  endeavour  to  compofe  thofe  unhappy  di- 
"  vifions  which  have  fo  long  prevail'd  among  his 
"  Majefty 's  fubjec5ls  ;  and  that  nothing  flirJl  be 
*'  wanting  on  the  part  of  this  houfe,  to  reftore  to 
''  the  nation  that  union  and  harmony  which  may 
*^  effec^tually  defeat  and  difappoint  all  the  vaiii 
X  2  ^'^  projeds; 
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"  projedls,  hopes,  and  expedatlons  of  his  Ma» 
"  jefty's  open  and  fecret  enemies  both  at  home  and 
^'  abroad." 

This  motion  being  feconded,  William  Pulteney, 
Efq-,  rofe  and  fpoke  to  the  following  efFed. 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
Mr.  Tuite-       '  Sir,  The  honourable  gentleman,  who  made  the 
r.eft  fpeech.  c  j^iotion,  has  faid  fo  much  in  praife  of  the  wifdom 
'  and  propriety  of  his  Majefty's  and  his  minifters 

*  condudt,  that  he  has  left  little  or  no  room  for 

*  me  to  add  any  thing  to  his  panegyrick.  As  to 
'  his  Majefty,  I  know  that  when  he  is  honeftly 

*  inform'd  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  of  the  diftref- 
'  fes  of  his  people,  and  the  caufes  that  produced 

*  them,  none,  even  of  thofe  who  labour  under  the 

*  evils,  are  more  defirous  of  feeing  them  redrefs'd : 

*  As  for  his  minifters,  I  have  always,  when  I  had 

*  an  opportunity,  endeavour'd  to  do  them  juftice; 

*  I  wifh  that  to  do  them  juftice  and  honour  had 

*  been  more  frequently  the  fame.  But,  Sir,  before 
'  I  take  any  notice  of  the  motion  made  by  the 
'  honourable  gentleman,    I  fhould  fpeak  a  little 

*  with  regard  to  a  ftep  taken  by  fome  of  my  friends 

*  and  myfelf  laft  fefTion,  which  we  thought  necef- 

*  fary,  as  affairs  then  ft  cod,  for  clearing  our  cha- 

*  raders  to  pofterity  from  the  imputation  of  fitting 
'  in  an  aftembly,  where  a  determined  majority  gave 
'  a  fandion  to  meafures,  evidently  to  the  difgrace 

*  of  his  Majefty  and  his  kingdom. 

'  This  ftep,  (however  it  has  been  hitherto  cen- 

*  fur'd,)  will  I  hope  for  the  future  be  treated  in  a 
'  diirerent  manner,  for  it  is  fo  fully  juftified  by 
'  the  declaration  of  war,  fo  univerfally  approv'd, 
'  that  any  further  vindication  will  be  fuperfluous. 
'  There  is  not  an  aftertion  maintain'd  in  it,  that  was 
'  not  almoft  in  the  fame  words  inftfted  upon  by 
^  thofe  who  oppofed  the  convention.     Every  ^tn- 

I  '  tence 
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*  tence  in  it  is  an  echo  of  what  was  faid  in  our 

*  reafonings  againft  that  treaty ;  and  every  pofitive 

*  truth,  which  the  declaration  Jays  down,  was  de- 

*  nied  with  the  utmoft  confidence  by  thofe  who 
'  fpoke  for  the  convention.     Since  that  time.  Sir, 

*  there  has  not  one  event  happened  that  was  not 

*  then  forefeen  and  foretold  :  But  give  me  leave  to 

*  fay.  Sir,  that  though  the  treatment  which  we 

*  have  fince  received  from  the  court  of  Spam  may 

*  have  fvvelled  the  account,  yet  it  has  furnifhed  us 
'  with  no  new  reafons  for  declaring  war;  the  fame 
'  provocations  have  only  been  repeated,  and  no- 
'  thing  but  longer  patience  has  added  to  the  juftice 
^  of  our  caufe.  The  fame  violation  of  treaties,  the 
'  fame  inftances  of  injuftice  and  barbarity,  the  fame 
'  difregard  to  the  law  of  nations,  which  are  laid 
'  down  as  the  reafons  of  this  declaration,  were 
'  then  too  flagrant  to  be  denied,  and  too  contemp- 
^  tuous  to  be  born  :  Nor  can  any  one  reafon  be  al- 

*  ledg*d  for  juftifying  our  going  to  war  now,  that 
^  was  not  of  equal  force  before  the  convention. 
'  After  that  was  ratify 'd,  Sir,  and  after  the  addrefs 
'  of  the  Parliament  to  his  Majefty  on  that  head, 
'  there  was  indeed  fome  fort  of  pretext  for  not 

*  commencing  hoftilities,  becaufe  you  had  laid  your- 
'  felves  under  a  kind  of  obligation  to  fee  if  the 
'  Spani^/rds  wou'd  fulfil  their  part  of  the  ftipula- 
'  tions ',  but  this  was  a  reafon  that  cou*d  have  no 

*  place  before  that  condu6l  was  enter'd  into  and 

*  approved.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  if  the  war 
'  be  now  neceffary,  it  was  neceflary  before  the 
'  convention :    Of  this   neceffity   the   gentlemen 

*  known,  however  improperly,  by  the  name  of 
'  Seceders^  were  then  fully  convinced.     They  faw, 

'  inftead  of  that  ardour  of  refentment,  and  that 

*  zeal  for  the  honour  of  Englandy  which  fuch  in- 
'  dignities  ought  to  have  produced,  nothing  bi^t 

*  meannefs,    and  tamenefs,    and  fubmiffion,    and 

*  their  natural  confequences^  a  low,  temporary  ex*- 

X  3  '  p^dien^. 
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*  pedient,  a  fhameful  convention,  a  convention 
^  which,  had  the  Spaniards  not  madly  broken  it, 
^  muft  have  ended  in  our  ruin,  muft  have  thrown 
'  our  own  navigation  into  the  hands  of  our  ene° 
f  mies.  To  uich  a  conducl  as  this  they  cou'd  give 
?  no  fandion  \  they  faw  that  all  oppoiition  was  in- 
f  eliedti!^],  and  that  their  prefence  was  only  made 
f  ufe  of,  that  what  was  already  determined  might 
f  be  ratify -d  with  the  plaufible  appearance  of  a  fair 
^-  debate.      They  therefore  feceded^    if  that  word 

*  muft  be  ufed  on  this  occalion,  and  refufed  to 
!  countenance  meafures  which  they  could  neither 
f  approve  nor  defeat. 

^  The  flate  of  affairs  is  now  chang'd;  the  mea-= 
f  fares  of  the  miniftry  are  now  alter'd,  and  the 
^  fame  regard  for  the  honour  and  welfare  of  their 
^  country,  that  determined  thefe  gentlemen  to 
^  withdravNT  their  countenance  from  fuch  a  condu(5t 
f  as  they  thought  had  a  tendency  to  deftroy  them^j 
^  the  fame  has  brought  them  hither  once  more,  to 
^  give  their  advice  and  afiiftance  in  thofe  meafures, 
^  which  they  then  pointed  out,  as  the  only  means. 
f  of  aiTerting  and  retrieving  them. 

'  Having  faid  thus  much.  Sir,  in  vindication  of 
^  that  ftep,  I  fhall  not  at  prefent  give  myfelf  the 
^  trouble  of  enquiring  Into  the  efFeds  with  which 
^-  It  was  attended ;  or  whether  it  had  any  influence 
!  in  producing  this  declaration  of  war.  Neither 
*  fliall  I  take  any  notice  of  the  unwillingnefs  with 
^  which  a  certain  right  honourable  perfon,  I  have 
^  now  in  my  eye,  is  faid  to  have  enter'd  into  this 
'  war.  I  fhall  only  take  notice  of  the  motion  for 
"^  an  addrefs  now  made. 

'  Here,  Sir,  I  am  very  willing  to  agree  with 
^  the  honourable  gentleman  in  what  he  obferv'd,, 
^  ji^^ith  regard  to  the  wifdom  and  neceffity  of  the 
* .  declaration  of  war,  and  the  infults  and  injuries 
f  we  have  received  from  that  nation  which  is  now 
I  the  object  of  our  refentmentj  I  am  very  glad  to 

^  hear 
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'^  hear  thefe  fentiments  from  that  quarter.  But, 
'  Sir,  I  have  fomewhat  to  add  about  the  means  of 

•  making  it  conducive  to  the  honour  and  intereft 

•  of  this  nation.     Give  me  leave  to  obferve,  Sir, 

•  that  there  is  one  meafure,  which,  if  conftantly 
'  and  refolutely  purfued  by  us,  will  make  this  war 
'  of  moil  lafting  advantage  to  the  nation,  and  that 
'  is,  Sir,  to  take  and  hold.  Let  us  attack  their 
'  fettlements  in  the  Weft-hidies^  with  fuch  a  force 
'  as  cannot  be  defeated :  And,  Sir,  let  us  put  it 
'  out  of  the  power  of  any  minidry  to  give  up.  the 

•  conquefts  v/e  fnall  make;   we  Ihall  then  put  the 

•  trade  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom  beyond  all 

•  future  violation. 

'And  here  I  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  all  the 

'  nation  has  juft  reafon  to  regret  the  mifcarriage  of 

a  bill  which  I  had  the  honour  to  bring  in  two 

•  feifions  ago,  by  which  his  Majefty's  adventuring 
■  fubjedts  might  have  been  encouraged  to  attempt 

conquefts  upon  the  enemy.  If  it  had  pafied.  Sir, 
'  I  make  no  doubt  but  before  this  time  we  fhou'd 
have  {zzn  the  good  effecfls  of  it ;  for  nothing,  Sir, 
next  to  our  own  weak  and  inconfiftent  condudt, 
has  contributed  more  to  the  infolence  of  the  S^pa- 
niards^  than  a  notion  which  they  entertain,  that 
we  neither  can  nor  dare  attack  them  in  their  moft 
fenfible  parts.  If  that  bill  had  pafs'd,  this  nation 
wou'd  foon  have  done  itfelf  ample  juftice  upon 
the  Spaniards^  without  putting  the  government 
to  one  {hilling  of  expence.  We  have  an  inftance. 
Sir,  of  the  fpirit  and  powder,  with  which  the  pri- 
vate adventurers  of  this  nation  can  ad,  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  EU%aheth\  a  reign,  Sir,  of  diftin- 
guifh'd  glory  in  the  Britifn  annals ;  but  diftin- 
guifh'd  by  nothing  more  than  the  fuccefs  of  our 
arms  and  counfels  agalnix  that  power  which  has 
now  fo  long  infulted  us.  It  was.  Sir,  to  private 
adventurers  that  all  the  fuccefs  of  Sir  Francis 
Brake  was  owing ;  and  till  that  fpirit  is  revived, 
X  4  '  till 
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*  till  we  take  and  hold,  we  never  can  exped  to  fee 

*  any  advantage  arife  to  the  nation  from  this  war : 

*  For  which  reafons.  Sir,  I  hope  to  fee,  before  the 
'  end  of  this  fefl'ion,  a  bill  brought  in,  with  proper 

*  claufes,  to  encourage,  not  only  his  Majefty's  for= 

*  ces,  but  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  to  make  conquefts 
^  in  the  Spanijh  Indies.  In  the  laft  great  war  with 
^  France^  Sir,  this  was  thought  a  very  proper  con- 
^  ducfl ;  and  when  one  bill  for  that  effed  was  not 
^  found  fufficient  to  anfwer  every  objedlion  that 

*  might  arife,  another  bill  was  pafTed  a  very  little 
^  time  after,  more  full  and  more  explicit. 

^  Perhaps,  Sir,  I  have  infifted  a  little  too  long 
^  upon  this  fubjed,  and  what  I  have  faid  would 

<  have  come  much  more  properly  from  my  ho- 
^  nourable  friend  who  fits  near  irie,  or  fome  other 
^  gentleman  in  the  adminiftration ;  but  I  thought 

<  myfelf  oblig'd.  Sir,  to  fay  thus  much  in  vindica- 
'^  tion  of  my  own  condudt  when  I  brought  in  that 
^.   bill,  and  of  the  arguments  I  then  made  ufe  of  to 

*  enforce  it.     Another  reafon,  Sir,  why  I  have  in- 

*  fifted  fo  much  upon  It,  is  to  do  honour  to  his 
«  Majefty,  who,  in  his  fpeech,  certainly  points  to 

*  this  condud,  and  to  exprefs  my  readinefs  to  fup-* 
^  port  the  miniftry  in  that  and  all  other  fteps  that 
^  fhall  be  taken  in  order  to  carry  on  this  war  with 

*  vigour  and  advantage  to  the  nation.  I  dare  fay, 
^  Sir,  that  all  my  friends  are  of  the  fame  opinion 
^  with  myfelf;  I  can  venture  to  anfwer  for  them, 

*  that  there  will  be  no  other  conteft  on  this  occa- 

*  fion,  but  who  fhall  be  moft  forward  in  afTifting 

*  his  Majefty  to  ad  with  the  weight  that  becomes 
^  the  dignity  of  his  crown,   and  the  fuccefs  an- 

*  fwerable  to  the  juftice  of  his  caufe. 

^  Having  faid  thus  much,  Sir,  I  am  naturally 
^  led   to   confider  fome  expreflions  both   in  the 

*  fpeech  and  motion,  which  I  muft  own  I  could 
^  not,  at  fiifc,  hear  without  concern,  and  to  which 

*  longer  confideration  has  not  yet  reconciled  me, 

'  Hia 
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*  His  Majefty  mentions  heats  and  animofitles.  Sir, 
'  I  don*t  know  who  drew  up  this  fpeech;   but 

*  whoever  he  was,  he  fhould  have  fpared  that  ex- 

*  prelTion :  I  wifh  he  had  drawn  a  veil  over  the 
^  heats  and  animofities  that  muft  be  own'd  once 
'  fubfifted  upon  this  head,  for  I  am  fure  none  now 

*  fubfift.      Was  it  the  effed  of  thefe  heats  and 

*  animofities  (to  ufe  the  words  of  the  fpeech)  in- 

*  duftriofly  fomented  throughout  this  nation,  that 

*  Spain,  for  twenty  years,  treated  us  with  all  the 
^  infolence,  barbarity,  and  injuftice  that  cou'd  have 
^  been  pradlifed  upon  a  nation  conquer*d  and  en- 

*  flav'd  ?  Was  it  the  effedl  of  our  heats  and  ani- 

*  mofities  that  our  miniftry  concluded  a  treaty  with 

*  that  crown,   which  at  once  gave  up  all  the  trade 

*  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom  to  her  mercy  ? 

*  W"as  it  owing  to  our  heats  and  animolities.  Sir, 

*  that  this  treaty  was  ratified,  approved  of,  and 

*  muft  have  been  now  in  force,  had  not  the  Spa-^ 

*  niar^^s  themfelves  broke  it  ?  No,  Sir,  if  there 
'  were  heats  and  animofities,  they  were  occafion'd 
'  by  the  miniftry's  not  purfuing  thofe  meafures 
'  they  have  now  fallen  upon.  But  fince  their  con- 
^  dud:  is  happily  changed,  all  animofities  are  ex- 

*  tindj  nor  will  they  ever  difturb  us  again,  till  a 
'  condu6b,  as  much  to  the  difcredit  and  difhonour 

*  of  the  nation  as  that  which  gave  rife  to  them, 

*  fhall  make  it  neceffary  to  revive  them. 

*  Therefore,  Sir,  I  fay  it  again,  that  whoever 

*  drew  up  this  fpeech,  he  fnould  have  fpared  this 

*  expreflion.  For  if  we  are  not  unanimous.  Sir,  it 
'  will  be  the  fault  of  the  miniflry  alone,  becaufe  it 

*  is  now  in  their  power  to  remove  every  caufe  of 

*  difTenfion,  and  to  gratify  the  jufl  refentment  of 

*  an  injur'd  people  by  a  vigorous  profecution  of* 
^  the  war. 

'  I  will  make  no  motion  upon  what  I  have  faid ; 
^  only  I  muft  repeat  it  once  more,  that  I  heartily 
^  wiih,  for  his  Majefl:y's  honour  and  fervice,  that 

'   |10 
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*  no  mention  had  been  made  of  heats  and  animo- 
'  iities;  and  I  think  we  fhould  more  confult  the 
'  reputation  and  dignity  of  this  houfe,  if  in  our 
'  addrefs  we  fhould  take  no  notice  of  that  claufe  of 

*  the  fpeech.' 

The  anfwer  was  by  Sir  Robert  JValpole^  to  the 
following  efFedl. 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
sr  nobzrt         '  Sir,  After  what  pafs'd  laft  felfion,  and  after  the 
vvapr^is     c  repeated  declarations  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
^^''^  '        '  man  who  fpoke  laft,  and  his  friends,   I  little  cx- 

*  peded  that  we  fhou'd  have  this  feffion  been  a- 

*  gain  favour'd  with  their  company.  I  am  always 
'  pleas'd.  Sir,  when  I  fee  gentlemen  in  the  way  of 
'  their  duty,  and  glad  that  thefe  gentlemen  have 

*  return'd  t6  theirs;  though,  to  fay  the  truth,  I 

*  Vv^as  in  no  great  concern  left  the  fervice  either  of 

*  his  Majefty  or  the  nation  fhou'd  fuffer  by  theit 
'  abfence.     I  believe  the  nation  is  generally  fenfi- 

*  ble,  that  the  many  ufeful  and  popular  ads  which 
'  pafs'd  towards  the  end  of  laft  feffion  were  greatly 

*  forwarded  and  facilitated  by  the  feceffion  of  thefe 

*  gentlemen,  and  if  they  are  return'd  only  to  op- 
'  pofe  and  perplex,  I  fliall  not  at  all  be  forry  if 
'  they  fecede  again. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft, 
'  faid.  That  they  took  that  ftep  becaufe  he  and 
'  his  friends  concciv'd  that  meafures  were  purfued 
'  which  tended  to  ruin  the  honour  and  intereft  of 
'  this  nation  -,  and  that  they  have  return'd  to  their 

*  duty,  becaufe  thefe  meafures  are  now  at  an  end, 
'  Sir,  I  don't  remember  any  one  ftep  w^hich  was 

*  taken  in  the  whole  of  our  tranfadions  \^ith  Spain 
'  that  has  nctt  been  fully  canvafs'd  in  Parliament, 
'  and  as  fully  apprcv'd.  The  Parliament  can  beft 
'  judge  what  is  lit  or  not  fit  to  be  done,  and  while 
'  I  have  the  honour  of  bearing  any  fhare  in  the 

'  adminiftration. 
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^  adminiftration,  I  fhall  ftill  think  myfelf  fafe,  and 

*  my  adlions  compleatly  juftlfied,  if  they  are,  after 

*  mature  deliberation,  appro v'd  by  a  Britifo  Parlia- 
'  ment.     The  ftale  argument  of  corruption  never 

*  fhall  have  any  weight  with  me ;  it  has  been  the 
^  common  refuge  of  the  difappointed  and  difaffedl- 

*  ed  ever  fince  government  had  a  being ;  and  it  is 
'  an  accufation,  that,  like  all  other  charges,  though 
'  unfupported  by  proof,   if  advanc'd  agalnft  the 

*  beft  and  mofi  diiinterefted  adminlftration,  and 
'  pufh'd  with  a  becoming  violence,  a  pretended 
'  zeal  for  the  publick  good  will  never  fail  to  meet 
'  with  applaufe  among  the  populace.  I  cannot, 
'  however,  believe  that  the  honourable  gentlem.an 

*  and  his  friends  have  found  any  reafon  to  boail 
^  of  the  effeds,  produced  by  their  fecefTion,  upon 

*  the  minds  of  the  people*,  for  it  was  a  very  new 

*  way  of  defending  the  interefts  of  their  conilitu- 

*  ents,  to  defert  them  when  they  apprehended 
^  them  to  be  endanger'd.  I  fhou'd  not  have 
'  touch'd  fo  much  upon  this  fubjecfc,  had  I  not 

*  been.  In  a  manner,  call'd  upon  to  do  it  by  what 

*  fell  from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
'  laft.  I  {hall  now  proceed  to  take  fome  notice  of 
^  what  he  further  advanc'd. 

*  The  declaration  of  war  againfl  Sfain^  Sir,  is 

*  neither   more  nor   lefs   than    the    confequence, 

*  which,  as  his  Majefty  again  and  again  inform'd 
'  this  houfe,  wou'd  arife  from  the  Spaniards  per- 

*  filing  in  their  refufal  to  do  juftice  to  his  injur'd 
'  fubjecfls;  and  what  the  honourable  gentlem.an  has 
^  fald  upon  that  head  amounts  to  nothing  more 

*  than,  that  after  the  Spaniards  had  abfolutely  re- 

*  fufed  to  do  that  juftice,  his  Majefty  proceeded 

*  to  thofe  meafures  which  he  had  then  more  than 

*  once  promifed  to  take.     Sir,  I  am  forry  that  the 

*  honourable  gentleman  fhou'd  fo  far  diflruft  the 
^  royal  afTurances,  as  rather  to  abfent  himfelf  from 
^  his  duty,  as  a  member  of  this  houfe,  than  put 
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*  any  confidence  in  his  Majeily's  promife.     But 

*  give  nie  leave  to  fay.  Sir,  that,  from  the  well- 

*  known  charader  of  his  Majefty,  this  declaration 

*  of  war  is  no  more  than  what  the  honourable  gen- 
'  tleman  and  his  friends  had  not  only  reafon  but  a 

*  right  to  expedt,  even  at  the  time  of  their  fecef- 
'  iion,  if  the  continuance  of  the  injuftice  of  Spain 

*  fhou'd  make  it  neceflary  to  have  recourfe  to  arms. 
'  So  that,  upon  the  whole,  I  neither  fee  how  his 
'  Majefty's  not  iffuing  this  declaration  of  war, 
'  when  they  were  pleafcd  to  require  it,  was  a  good 

*  reafon  for  their  running  from  their  duty,  nor 
'  how  its  being  ifTued  at  laft  is  any  apology  for 
^  their  return. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  has  dwelt  long  on 

^  a  meafure  which  he  appears  to  be  very  fond  of, 

^  and  that  is,  attacking  the  enemy  in  America^  and 

^  veftingr  the  property  of  what  (hall  be  conquered 

*  there   in   his  Majefty's  fubjedls.      Sir,    I  don't 

*  think  this  a  very  proper  time  to  come  to  any  ex- 

*  planation  upon  that  head ;  if  it  is  a  ftep  proper 

*  to  be  taken,  the  wifdom  of  his  Majefty  and  his 

*  Parliament  will  certainly  not  omit  it^  and  in  that 

*  cafe  I  think  the  lefs  it  is  talk'd  of  before  it  is  put 

*  in  execution,  the  better  it  will  be  for  this  nation, 

*  as  the  more  likely  to  fucceed. 

*  As  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  favourite 

*  bill,  which  he  has  mention'd,  and  which  was,  I 

*  think,  with  great  juftice  thrown  out  two  fefiions 

*  ago,  I  can  fee  no  ufe  it  cou'd  have  been  of,  fince, 

*  though  it  had  pafTed  then,  it  cou'd  not  have  ta- 
'  ken  place  before  the  declaration  of  war.     And  if 

*  that  bill  fhould  be  thought  proper,  we  can  nov/ 
•^  pafs  it,  and  let  it  immediately  take  effed. 

♦  The  honourable  gentleman  made  fome  remarks 

*  upon  that  part  of  his  Majeily's  fpeech  which 

*  mentions  heats  and  animofities,  and  feem'd  to 

*  think  that  they  are  now  extinguifh'd.  Sir,  I 
'  cou'd  wifh  they  were,  but  I  think  it  is  evident 

'  to 
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to  every  common  underftanding,  that  they  are 
not.  But  though  all  former  hf^ats  and  animofities 
were  now  extinguifhed,  the  caution  and  advice 
given  by  his  Majefty  are  very  proper  upon  this 
occafion,  becaufe  but  very  lately  they  rofe  to  a 
very  great  height,  to  fuch  a  height,  Sir,  as  in 
fome  meafure  even  to  difown  the  authority  of  the 
Legiflature  \  for  what  ccnftrudion  can  I  put  up- 
on the  adions  of  gentlemen  who  retire  from  the 
fervice  of  this  houfe,  becaufe,  as  they  pretend, 
the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  are  contrary  to  law 
and  the  conftitution,  though  it  is  plain,  that  both 
the  law  and  conftitution  of  this  nation  have  no 
other  foundation  than  the  determinations  of  Par- 
liament ? 

'  Sir,  I  will  not  fay  all  I  can  upon  this  head. 
The  honourable  gentleman  demanded  whether 
the  heats  and  animofities  of  the  kingdom  made 
you  bear  with  the  infolences  of  Spain  for  twenty 
years  ?  If  Spain  treated  this  nation  with  infolence, 
if  ftie  injur'd  his  Majefty's  fabjedls,  her  infolence 
was  encourag'd,  and  her  fears  remov'd  by  our 
divifions.  For  while  fuch  heats  and  animofities 
againft  an  adminiftration  fubfift,  no  government 
cou'd  be  imagin'd  fo  mad  as  to  rufh  into  a  war, 
and  expofe  themfelves  to  foreign  and  domeftick 
enemies  at  once.  If  thefe  diviflons  appear  to  be 
laid  afleep  at  prefent,  ^tis  only  becaufe  the  fadlion 
think  they  cannot,  with  the  leaft  fliew  of  decen- 
cy, continue  their  clamours,  lince  they  have  been 
gratify'd  in  their  favourite  meafures.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  blamed  the  convention.  Sir, 
I  ftill  think  as  well  of  the  convention  as  ever  I 
did  •,  and  I  believe  the  wifdom  and  moderation 
fhewn  by  his  Majefty,  in  accepting  of  the  con- 
vention as  a  preliminary  to  a  peace,  have  pro- 
duced this  happy  efFed,  that  you  have  at  prefent 
only  Spain  to  contend  with.  It  was  this  inclina- 
tion for  coming  to  terms,  if  te^rms,  in  any  degres 

'  equitable. 
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equitable,  cou'd  have  been  obtain'd,  which  his 
Majefty  had  all  along  Ihewn,  that  has  convinc'd 
all  Europe  that  the  infblence,  injuftice,  and  ob- 
ftinacy  of  the  court  of  Spain  were  the  only  caufes 
of  the  war, 

*  Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  I  think  the  very  objec- 
tion which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  made, 
is  fome  part  of  a  proof,  that  divifions  ftill  fubfift  5 
for  it  is  no  great  fign  of  unanimity  that  fuch  in- 
finuations  and  objedions  are  ftarted  on  the  firft 
day  of  the  feilion  ;  efpecially  as  the  war  has  been 
hitherto  fo  fuccefsfully  and  fo  vigoroufly  carried 
on,  as  not  to  leave  the  lead  ground  for  refleding 
either  upon  his  Majefty  or  the  adminiftration. 
Therefore,  Sir,  I  am  entirely  for  agreeing  to  the 


motion.' 


Sir  John  Barnard  fpoke  next  to  the  following 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 

sir  John  *  Sir,  As  I  attended  my  duty  in  this  houfe  all  laft 

Barnard't    c  feffion,  and  as  I  am  refolv'd  ever  to  do  fo  while 

*  I  have  the  honour  to  be  in  Parliament,  I  can 
'  with  the  greater  freedom  declare  my  fentiments 
'  with  regard  to  what  has  pafs'd  between  the  two 

*  honourable  gentlemen  who  fpoke  lafl:. 

'  As  to  the  ftep  that  was  taken  by  the  honour- 

*  able    gentleman   and   his  friends,    in  abfenting. 

*  themfelves  from  the  fervice  of  this  houfe,  I  have 

*  nothing  more  to  fay,  than  that  I  am  convinc'd 

*  the. gentlemen  themfelves  adled  from  good  mo- 
'  tives,  and  thought  it  for  the  fervice  of  his  Ma- 
'  jelly  and  the  nation.     This,  Sir,  I  fay,  from  my 

*  perlbnal  knowledge  of  thefe  gentlemen,  and  of 
'  their  zeal  in  the  fervice  of  their  country.  But 
'  whatever  were  the  motives.  Sir,  to  their  taking 
'  that  ftep,  I  am  perfuaded  that  they  now  no  lon- 

*  ger  fublift  j  and  that  as  the  declaration  of  war  has^ 

«  render'd 
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^  render'd  us  all  unanimous,  fo  nothing  is  now 

*  neceflary  to  preferve  our  unanimity,  but  a  hearty 
'  and  vigorous  profecution  of  it  on  the  part  of 
'  the  minidry. 

^  The   honourable   gentleman   who  fpoke  laft 

*  fald,  towards  the  end  of  his  fpeech.  That  the 
'  war  had  been  hitherto  fo  fuccefsfully  and  vl- 
'-  goroufly  carried  on,  as  to  leave  no  grounds  foi* 

*  refleding  either  upon  his  Majefty  or  the  mi- 
'  niftry.  Sir,  I  believe  there  is  not  a  man  in 
'  the  nation  who  wou'd  reflect  upon  his  Majefty, 

*  in  whatever  manner  it  is  conduded ;  but  I  fear, 
'  that,  as  it  Is,  great  numbers  are  diilatisfied  with 

*  the  minlftry.    As  I  have  the  honour,  Sir,  to  be 

*  a  reprefentative  in  this  houfe  for  the  moil  popu- 

*  lous  city,  and  a  city  of  the  greateft  trade  in  his 

*  Majefty's  dominions,  or  perhaps  in  the  world, 
'  It  is  my  duty  to  declare,  that  I  don't  think  the 

*  war  has  been  carried  on  with  that  vigour  and  fuc- 
'  cefs  that  might  have  been  expcded :  I  fhall  take 
<  the  liberty,   Sir,   to  point  out  a  hvj  inftances 

*  v/herein  it  appears  to  the  ti-adlng  part  of  that 
'  city,    that   there   has   not   been   the   beft   ma- 


nagement. 


'  To  the  trade  of  this  nation  all  adminiflrations 
ought  to  have  the  principal  rcgard  ;  and  every 
ftep,  every  meafure  they  take  ought  to  be  with 
a  view  of  proteding  or  improving  it.  But  how 
does  it  appear,  that  the  fecurity  and  encourage- 
ment of  trade  has  been,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
v/ar,  attended  to  ?  Inftead  of  building  fmall 
twenty-gun  fhips,  the  only  fhips  that  can  moil 
eiFedually  curb  the  Spanifo  privateers,  we  have 
equipp'd  fcarce  any  other  than  great,  pompous 
fnips  of  feventy,  eighty,  or  a  hundred  guns, 
which,  though,  for  ought  I  know,  they  may 
be  very  ferviceable  in  an  engagement,  I  appre- 
hend, are  aimoft  ufelefs  for  the  purpofe  1  have 
mention'dc     It   is^    Sir,    from    their   privateers 

^  only 
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*  only  that  we  have  any  thing  to  dread  y  the  Spa- 
«  nijb  fleet  is  not  at  pre fent,  nor  can  be  for  fome 

*  time,  in  any  condition  to  face  ours  ;   therefore 

*  the  principal   view,    Sir,    of  thofe   who   have 

*  hitherto  had  the  direction  of  this  war,  ought  to 
'  have  been  the  protedion  of  our  merchant  fhips 

*  from    privateers,     by    a   fufficient    number    of 
'  twenty -gun  fhips.    If  the  government.  Sir,  had 

*  wanted  fuch  fhips,  they  might  have  bought  as 
'  many  as  they  wanted  ready  built ;  and,  in  my 

*  opinion,  Sir,  the  publick  money  would  have 
'  been  laid  out  to  much  greater  advantage  than  we 

*  have  feen  it. 

'  There  is  another  point,  Sir,  In  which  I  think 
'  there  has  been  a  confiderabk  defed  in  our  ma- 

*  nagement  of  the  prefent  war  -,  and  that  is,  with 
'  regard  to  the  fmall  number  of  fhips  fent  to  the 

*  TVeft-Indies,  It  is  there.  Sir,  as  my  honourable 
'  friend  upon  the  floor  well  obferv'd,  that  we  can 
'  only  hope  to  diftrefs  the  enemy,  and  it  was 
'  there  alone  that  the  whole,  or  the  greatefl  part 

*  of  our  force,  ought  to  have  been  employed. 
'  An  admiral  was  indeed  fent  out,  and  it  is  gene- 

*  rally  thought  he  is  gone  to  the  Weft-Indies^  but 
'  we  have  not  yet  heard  that  the  fleet  he  has  with 
'  him  has  been  able  to  do  any  thing  ;  and  indeed 
'  we  have  no  great  reafon  to  expedl  that  he  will 

*  do  much,  as  he  carried  out  no  land  forces  with 
'  him,  nor  any  fbores  that  are  commonly  ufed  irt 
'  attacking   or  demolilliing  forts,    which  is   the 

*  bufmefs  that  mufl:  be  firfl:  done  in  thofe  parts. 

*  Another   thing   which  the   merchants    have 

*  very  much  at  heart,  is  the  ftationing  his  Maje- 
'  fly's  fhips  in  proper  places  for  protecting  our 
'  own  trade,  and  annoying  that  of  our  enemy. 
'  They  obferve  that  our  trade  has  fufi^ered  very 
'  much   for  want  of  fhips  ffcationed   at  proper 

*  places  \  and  that  except  by  the  capture  of  two 

*  Qaracc^ 
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«  Caracca  fhips,  the  Spaniards  have  fuffered  very 

*  little. 

'  From  thefe  confiderations  I  am  afraid,  Sir, 
it  will  appear,  that  upon  balancing  the  accounts 
betwixt  us  and  Spam  fince  this  war  has  com- 
menced, the  difadvantage  is  on  our  fide.  There 
was,  indeed,  one  opportunity,  which,  if  we 
had  been  vigilant  and  a6live  in  the  ufe  of  it, 
might  have  gone  far  towards  repairing  our 
lofles  ♦,  and  that  was  the  intercepting  the  J/- 
fogue  fhips  :  But  that,  like  many  other  mea- 
fures,  has,  it  feems,  proved  unfuccefsfjl.  Per- 
haps, Sir,  before  we  boaft  too  much  of  the 
vigour  and  fuccefs  with  which  the  war  has  httn 
carried  on,  it  may  be  expedient  to  enquire  by 
what  means  thefe  fhips  efcap'd,  efpecially  as  it 
was  known  that  they  were  on  their  voyage, 
and  as  the  courfe  which  they  a6lually  held,  was 
that  in  which  our  admirals  and  captains  might 
moil  reafonably  have  expe6led  to  have  met 
them. 

'  As  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman  fatd, 
with  regard  to  our  divKions,  really,  -Sir,  I  am 
of  opinion,  that  whatever  diviiions  are  among 
us,  muft  be  charged  upon  the  minlftry,  who, 
whether  they  have  railed  them  or  not,  may 
now  eafily  extinguifh  them  by  fuch  a  vigorous 
profecution  of  this  war,  as  may  convince  the 
nation  that  they  are  in  earneft.  At  leaft  I  can 
venture  to  anfwer  for  the  great  body  of  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  one  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives,  that  they  will  think  no  expences  they 
fhall  contribute,  too  large,  they  will  think  no 
teftimonies  of  their  duty  and  zeal  for  the  ad- 
miniftration  too  ftrong,  if  this  war  is  profe- 
cuted  with  as  much  vigour  as  It  has  been  un- 
dertaken with  juftice.' 

Vol,  XVIII.  Y  Hs 
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He  was  anfwered  by  Admiral  Wager^  to  the 

following  efFedl : 

Admiral  '  Sir,  I  did  not  think  that  I  fhould  have  fpoken 

Wager-%      c  ypon  this  occafion,    but  as  fome  things  have 

Speech.        J  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 

'  Jail:,   which,   it  is  my  duty  to  anfwer,   I  ihall 

*  give  the  houfe  what  fatisfadion  I  can  with 
'  regard  to  the  management  of  the  prefent  war. 

'  As  to  our  being  greater  fufferers  by  captures 
'  than  the  Spaniards  have  been,  that.  Sir,  I  be- 
'  lieve  is  very  true,  and  there  is  fufficient,  per- 
'  haps  invincible  reafon  for  it,  which  is,  that  we 

*  have  a  great  deal  more  to  lofe  than  they.  The 
'  fea  is  cover'd  with  our  fhips,  and  the  extent  of 
^  our  trade  gives  the  Spaniards  the  advantages  of 

*  very  frequent  captures.     They  have  but  very 

*  little  foreign  commerce  in  Europe^  and  the  little 
'  thev-  have  is  carried  on  in  other  bottoms  than 

*  thofe  belonging  to  themfelves  ;  fo  that  the  flag 
«  of  other  nations  protedls  their  property. 

'  As  to  their  commerce  in  America^  but  a  few 

*  fhips  are  employ'd  in  it,  and  the  great  diftance 

*  of  the  voyage,  with  the  widenefs  of  the  navi- 
'  gatlon,  renders  the  intercepting  them  very  un- 

*  certain.  The  honourable  gentleman  mentioned 
'  the  courfe  of  the  Ajjogue  fhips.     If  I  could  con- 

*  ceive  it  necefiary,  I  could  ealily  convince  every 
«  gentleman  here,  that  it  was  not  owing  to  any 

*  defedl  either  of  zeal  or  prudence  in  the  admi^ 
'  niftration,  nor  to  any  negligence  of  the  admi- 
'  rals  who  lay  on  thofe  coads,  that  they  were 
'  not  taken,  but  merely  to  an  accident  of  their 

*  having  met  v,'th  an  advice-boat  fent  from  their 
^  court,  which-' it  v/as  fifty  chances  to  one  they 
*^  would  not  have  met  vv^ith,  and  which  made 
'  them  alter  their  courfe.  The  honourable  gen- 
'  tleman  infinuated  that  we  had  not  a  fufficient 

i  '  number 
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number  of  fhips  employ'd  to  proted  our  own, 
and  to  annoy  the  enemy's  trade  in  the  IVeJi- 
Tndies.  I  don't  know,  Sir,  what  gentlemen 
mean  by  a  fufficient  number,  but  to  the  beft  of 
my  remembrance,  we  have  at  prefent  four  and 
thirty  fhips,  great  and  fmall,  employ'd  in  that 
fervice.  I  believe.  Sir,  if  gentlemen  will  be 
pleafed  to  reficdl,  they  will  find  that  we  have 
feldom  or  never  had  fo  great  a  number  in  thofe 
feas,  and  that  in  the  prefent  irate  of  our  navy, 
we  cannot  fpare  a  greater  number  without  neg- 
ledling  the  fervice  in  other  places. 
'  The  other  objedtion  raifed  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  the  management  of  the  v/ar,  was 
founded  on  a  fuppofed  error  of  the  miniitry  in 
not  employing  a  fufficient  number  of  twenty- 
gun  (hips.  J^ir,  I  own  that  twenty-gun  fhips 
are  of  very  great  fervice  in  the  prefent  v/ar. 
But  at  the  fame  time  gentlemen  will  pleafe  to 
remember,  that  the  twenty-gun  fhips  in  the  fer- 
vice of  the  government,  were  not  fuiiicient  to 
fupply  all  the  fer vices  which  the  particular  cir- 
cumllances  of  this  war  required.  Beiides  that, 
a  good  number  of  them  had  been  found  unfit 
for  fervice,  and  muft  therefore  be  rebuilt.  The 
honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  the  government 
might  have  bought  fhips  from  private  perfons 
for  that  purpofe.  This  very  method  is  now 
purfued,  fome  have  been  already  purchafed^ 
and  feveral  contradls  are  now  depending  for 
purchafing  more  •,  but  flill  there  is  required  fome 
time  to  fit  them,  out,  and  to  render  them  fer- 
viceable  as  fhips  of  force. 

'  Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  there  is  no  manner  of 
doubt  that  fome  of  the  merchant^;,  and  trading 
part  of  the  nation,  have  been  fuiTcrers  fmce  the 
commencement  of  this  war,  and  poflibly  they 
may  fufter  ftill  more  if  it  continues :  But  this,^ 
Sir,  was  often  foretold,  in  this  houfe,  before  the 
y  2  '  war 
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'  war  was  declared.  It  is  what  the  merchants 
'  ought  to  have  forefeen,  and  pre-fuppofed ;  and 
'  if  they  have  begun  (o  foon  to  complain,  L  think 
'  there  is  very  little  reafon  to  hope  that  all  our 
'  heats  and  animofities  are  extinguifhed.' 

The  queftion  was  hereupon  put,  and  agreed  tQ 
without  any  divifion. 

The  addrefs  drawn  up  and  prefented,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  this  refolution,  was  as  follows  : 

'  A^lcft  gracious  Sovereign, 

CoiTTrnns     '  \  "1  T  E  Y^i^^  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 

t^^^;f '.'V!"  '     VV     fubjedls,    the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 

aniwci.        '  id'.'d  in  rarliament  aliembkd,  beg  leave  to  return 

'  your  Majefty  our  unfeigned  thanks,    for  your 

'  mod  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne,   and  to 

'  exprefs  our  entire  fatisfadlion  in  your  Majefty*s 

'  declaration  of  war  againft  the  crown  of  Spain ; 

'  a  war,  which  the  repeated  violences  and  depre- 

'  dations  committed   by  the  Spanifo  nation  upon 

'  the  trade  and  commerce  of  thefe  kingdoms,  the 

'  notorious  violation  of  their  moft  folemn  engage- 

'  ments,  their  obftinate  refufal  of  making  repara- 

*  tion  for  pad:  injuries,  and  of  giving  fecurity 
'  againfb  the  like  for  the  future,  have  rendered 
'  jafi:  and  unavoidable. 

'  It  is  v/ith  the  higheft  fenfe  of  duty  and  gra- 
'  tltude,  we  acknowledge  your  Majefty's  wifdom 
'  and  paternal  care  of  your  people,  in  making  ufe 

*  of  the  power  granted  to  your  Majefty  by  Parlia- 
'  ment,  for  the  fecurity  and  defence  of  thefe 
^  kingdoms,  for  the  protedlion  of  our  trade,  and 
^  for  the  dillreiiing  and  annoying  our  enemies  in 

*  the  rnoil  fenfible  and  efFeftual  manner  •,  and  we 
'  beg  leave  to  aiTure  your  Majefty,  that  nothing 
'  (hall  divert  or  deter  us  from  fuftaining,  with  fa- 
^  tisfailion    and    chearfulnefs,    any  extraordinary 

*  expences 
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'  expences  and  inconveniencies,  that  mud  Inevita- 

*  biy  attend   the  various  and   extenfive   fervices, 

*  which  your  Majefty  fhall  find  neceflary  to  under- 
'  take,  in  vindicating  the  honour  of  your  crown, 

*  in  afTerting  the  rights  of  your  people,    and  in 
'  procuring  juftlce  to  an  injured  and  provoked  na- 

*  tion. 

'  And  we  befeech  your  Majefty,  to  accept  the 

*  ftrongefl:  and  moft  affedllonate  afTurances,   that, 

*  in  defence  of  your  Majefty's  kingdoms,  and  in 

*  fupport  of  the  common  caufe  of  our  country, 
'  we  will  raife  fuch  ei^ecflual  fupplies,  and  with 

*  fuch  chearfulnefs  and  difpatch,  as  will  forward 
'  and  give  fpirit  to  your  Majefty's  preparations, 

*  and  enable  your  Majefty  to  carry  on  the  w^ar 

*  with  vigour. 

*  And  your  dutiful  Commons,  being  truly  fen- 

*  fible  of  the  fatal  confequences  of  inteftine  heats 

*  and  animofities,  will,  with  a  zeal  becoming  the 

*  reprefentatives  of  the  people  in  Parliament,  en- 

*  deavour  to   compofe   thofe   unhappy  divifions, 

*  v/hich  have  too  long  prevailed  among  your  Ma- 

*  jefty's  fubjeds  •,  and  we  do  afTure  your  Majefty, 

*  that  nothing  fhall  be  wanting  on  our  part,  to 

*  reftore  to  the  nation  that  union  and  harmony 

*  which  may  efFedlually  defeat  and  difappoint  all 

*  the  vain  projects,    hopes,    and  expecflations   of 

*  your  Majefty's  open  and  fecret  enemies,  both  at 

*  home  and  abroad.' 

His  Majefty's  moft  gracious  anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

1  Return  you  my  thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  affec-  ' 
tionate  addrefs.  1'he  unanimous  fupport  of  my 
fait hf id  Commons^  in  this  jufi  and  national  caufe ^  will 
add  the  greatefi  weight  to  my  warlike  preparations, 
andy  by  the  hleffing  of  God,  be  the  fiirefl  means  of 
procuring  fuccefs  tg  my  arms^  and  jufiice  to  my  in- 
hfd  people^ 

Y  3  The 
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3nd  cncou- 


The  next  day  William  Pulteney^  Efq;  ftood  lip, 
i/s  \^J'cn  ^^'^^  tcok  notice,  '  That  as  the  v;ar  was  then  de- 
and  rr.otioa  '  clarcd  aaainft  Spaim.  and  all  negotiations  with 
ftcure  trsdc      that  court,  HC  hopcQ,  at  an  end,  it  was  high  time 
to  think  of  bringing  in  and  pafling  iiich  a  bill  for 
encouraging  feanien,  as  he  had  two  years  before 
prcfented  to  that  houfe.     I  had  not,  'tis  true. 
Sir,  fays  he,  the  good  fortune,  at  that  time,  to 
obtain  the  concurrence  of  this  houfe  for  paffing 
that  bill  into  a  law  \  but,  as  the  reafon  that  feem- 
ed  then  to  be  of  greateft  weight  again  ft  the  paff- 
ing  of  that  bill,  is  now  at  an  end,  I  hope  I  fhall 
now  have  better  luck.    We  were  then  told,  that 
the  pading  of  fuch  a  bill  might  interrupt  the 
courfe  of  our  negotiations  at  the  court  of  S-pain  \ 
.and  this  feemed  to  be  the  chief  reafon  for  putting 
a  negative  upon  it.     I  was  at  that  time,  indeed, 
of  opinion,  that  the  paiTing  of  fuch  a  bill  would 
rather  have  forwarded  our  negotiations,  becaufe 
it  would  have  fhewn  the  court  of  Spain  what 
they  were  to  exp^dl,  in  cafe  they  fhould  any  lon- 
ger refufe  to  do  us  juftice.     But  whether  I  was 
then  in  the  right  or  no :  Whether  this  reafon  was 
then  a  good  or  a  bad  one,  againft  paffing  fuch  a 
bill,  I  am  fure  it  is  fuch  a  one  as  will  not  be  urged 
againft  it  at  this  time.  This  encourages  mie  again 
to  attempt  what  I  then  thought  was  reafonable, 

■  and  as  the  reafons  for  it  were  then  fully  explain- 

■  ed,  and  are  now  much  ftronger  than  they  wxre 

•  at  that  time,  I  think  it  unneceftary  to  repeat  or 

•  enforce  them,  unlefs  I  find,  which  I  do  not  ex- 
'  pe6l,  an  oppofttion  made  to  my  motion.     For 

•  this  reafon,  I  fnall  at  prefent  trouble  you  no  far- 
'  ther  than  to  move,  That  the  6th  and  8th  fedlions 
'  of  an  a6l  made  in  the  6th  year  of  the  reign  of 

•  Qucep  4nne^  intitLd,  An  a5i  for  the  better  [ecu- 
f  ring  the  trade  of  this  hingdom  by  cruizers  and  con-. 
^  voys\  and  aifo  the  2d  fedtion  of  an  ad  made  in 

*  the 
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*  the  fame  year,  intitled,  An  a 51  for  the  encourage- 

*  ment  of  the  trade  to  America,  may  be  read  i'  and 
the  fame  being  accordingly  read,  he  then  moved, 

*  That  leave  might  be  given  to  bring  in  a  hill  for 

*  the  more  effectual  feairing  and  encouraging   the 
'  trade  of  his  Majefiy^s  Britifh  fuhjecis  in  America, 

*  and  for  the  encouragement  of  feamen  to  enter  into 
his  Majefifsfervice^ 


Upon  this,  Henry  Felham^  Efq;  flood 
fpoke  to  the  follov^ing  efFedt,  viz. 


up,  and 


*  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  Sir,  the  encouragement  of  our  feamen  is,  in  ?'^''',  ^^'-  ^ 
my  opinion,  10  neceiiary  tor  prelerving  the  tran- 
quillity, and  vindicating  the  honour  of  this  na- 
tion, that  I  can  with  the  greateft  fmcerity  declare, 

that  no  man  has  a  greater  regard  for  that  ufeful 
part  of  his  Majefty's  fubjedls  than  I  have.  I 
fhall  always  be  for  giving  them  all  the  encourage- 
ment that  is  in  our  power  to  beftov/,  and  there- 
fore fhall  always  be  ready  to  agree  to  any  reafon- 
able  proportion  that  can  be  made  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  What  the  honourable  gentleman  intends 
by  the  bill  he  propofes  to  bring  in,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with ;  but,  if 
it  is  to  be  fuch  a  one  as  was  brought  in  by  him 
and  fome  other  gentlemen  about  two  years  ago, 
I  muft  think  his  motion  a  little  too  precipitate. 

*  I  am  fure.  Sir,  I  have  no  occafion  to  inform 
any  gentleman  of  this  houfe,  that  by  our  confti- 
tution,  the  crown  has  the  fole  and  abfolute  pro- 
perty in  every  fhip  and  her  cargoe  that  is  taken 
from  an  enemy,  by  any  of  his  Majefty's  fhips  of 
war;  and  therefore,  when  any  fliare  of  a  prize 
is  given  or  promifed  to  the  captors,  it  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  a  gracious  condefceniion  m  the 
crown,  for  the  encouragement  of  thofe  officers 
and  feamen  that  are  employed  in  the  publick 

y  4  *  fervice. 
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«  fervice.     This,  Sir,  is  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe, 

*  with  regard  to  all  prizes  taken  by  any  of  his 
«  Majeriy's  ihips  of  war;  and  as  all  a6ts  of  grace 
'  and  favour  ought  to  come  originally  from  the 

*  throne,  I  think,  if  any  law  be  necefrary  for  re- 
'  gulating  the  diftribution  of  thofe  prizes  that  may, 
^  in  the  prefent  war,  be  taken  from  the  enemy,  or 

*  for  giving  the  whole  or  any  fnare  of  them  to  the 
^  captors,  we  ought  to  wait  till  we  have  a  meflage 
^  from  the  crown  for  that  purpofe.  If  fuch  a  bill, 
^  as  the  honourable  gentleman,  I  believe,  intends, 
^  be  brought  into  this  houfe,  before  we  have  any 
'  mefiage  from  the  crown  for  that  end,  it  will,  in 
^  my  opinion,  fliew  a  fort  of  difrefpect  to  his  Ma- 
^  jefty,  which,  I  am  convinced,  is  very  far  from 
^  beii^g  the  intention  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
'  who  has  made  you  this  motion.  It  will  be,  in 
^  fome  meafbre,  a  foreftalling  the  favours  of  the 

*  crown,  and  transferring  from  his  Majefty  to  fome 
^  of  the  mem^bers  of  this  houfe,  that  popularity 

*  which  is  to  be  gained  by  a  meafure  that-has  the 
^  appearance  of  fo  m.uch  generofity  and  bounty. 

'  Whether  it  may  be  proper  to  give  the  whole 
^  of  every  prize,  that  fhall  be  taken  by  any  of  his 
'  Majefty's  fhips  of  war,  to  the  officers  and  feamen 

*  employed  in  taking  her,  is  what  I  fhall  not  at 
'  prefent  determine ;  but  if  it  is,  'tis  what  his  Ma- 
'  jefty  may  do  without  the  authority  of  an  adt  of 

*  Parliament,  and  if  any  farther  powers  are  want- 
^         ^  ed  for  encouraging  our  feamen  to  annoy  the  ene- 

*  my,  I  am  convinced,  his  Majefly  will  apply  to 

*  us  for  that  purpofe  in  a  very  ihort  time.  If  we 
^  had  fat  for  any  number  of  days,  and  no  fuch 
^  meflage  had  been  fent  to  us,  any  gentleman  who 

*  has  the  honour  to  be  a  member  of  this  houfe, 
^  might  have  taken  the  liberty  to  ftand  up  in  his 
^  place,  and  propofe  what  he  thought  was  necefla,- 
'  ry  for  encouraging  our  feamen,  or  any  other  part 

■  *  of  his  Majefty 's  fubjedls,  to  attack  and  plunder 
■     "  '  th^ 
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*  the  enemy.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  if  we  fhould  think 
«  the  proportion  reafonable,  and  neceflary  for  the 
<  publick  fervice,  it  would  be  incumbent  upon  us, 

*  as  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  to  comply  with 

*  if,  and  the  performing  of  our  duty  as  members 

*  of  this  houfe,  can  never  be  inconfiflent  with  the 

*  refpe(5t  that  is  due  to  our  Sovereign ;  but,  how- 
'  ever  reafonable  the  proportion  now  made  to  us 

*  may  be,  however  neceflary  it  may  be  for  the 
'  publick  fervice,  I  am  fure,  it  is  neither  necefiary, 

*  nor  incumbent  upon  us,  as  reprefentatives  of  the 

*  people,  to  enter  into  the  consideration  of  it,  the- 
*■  very  fecond  day  of  the  feflion ;  and  as  it  is  a  pro- 

*  pofition  that,  in  its  own  nature,  ought  firft  to  be 

*  brought  before  us,  by  means  of  a  mcflage  from 

*  the  crown,  I  think  we  ought  to  wait,  at  leaft  for 
'  a  few  days,  in  order  to  give  his  Majefty  time  to 
^  confider  and  communicate  to  us,  by  melTage  or 
'  otherwife,  what  he  thinks  may  be  neceffary  for 

*  encouraging  not  only  our  feamen,  but  every  in- 

*  dividual  perfon  in  his  Majefty's  dominions,  to 
'  concur  and  aflift  in  vigoroufly  profecuting  the 
'  war  now  declared  againft  Spain. 

'  This,  I  think,  Sir,  is  the  leaft  we  can  do  upon 

*  this  occafion;  and  therefore,  I  muft  think  the 

*  motion  now  made  to  us  a  little  precipitate.  I 
«  muft  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  I  think  it  would  be, 

*  in  fome  meafure,  taking  advantage  of  the  crown, 

*  to  order  fuch  a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  the  very 

*  fecond  day  of  the  feftion,  and  even  before  we 

*  have  paid  our  duty  to  his  Majefty  in  an  addrefs, 

*  by  way  of  anfwer  to  his  moft  gracious  fpeech 

*  from  the  throne.     Therefore,  I  hope,  the  ho- 

*  nourable  gentleman  will  agree  to  have  his  motion 

*  poftponed  for  a  few  days;  becaufe  the  confidera- 

*  tion  of  it  may,  in  that  time,  be  recommended  to 

*  us  by  his  Majefty,  or  if  it  ftiould  not,  we  may 

*  refume   the    consideration    of  it,    without    any 

*  breach  of  that  duty  which  we  owe  to  our  Sove- 

*  reign. 
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*  reign.  I  know  that,  during  the  late  war  againft 
*■  France^  a  bill  was  brought  in  and  pafled  into  a 
'  law,  for  giving  all  prizes  taken  from  the  enemy 

*  to  the  captors.  As  I  have  not  lately  look'd  upon 
'  that  part  of  our  journals,  I  cannot  pofitively  fay, 
'  what  it  v/as  that  gave  rife  to  that  bill ;  but,  I 

*  am  apt  to  believe,  that  it  proceeded  from  fome 

*  meffage,  or  fome  intimation  from  the  crown, 
'  that  the  pafling  of  fuch  a  law  was  become  necef- 

*  fary  for  the  publick  fervice;  and,  as  it  cannot  be 
'  more  neceiiary  in  the  prefent  war,  than  it  was  in 
'  that,  I  can  fee  no  reafon  for  our  being  in  fuch  a 
'  hurry.     The  publick  fervice  cannot  fufFer  much 

*  by  a  few  days  delay,  and  by  fuch  a  delay,  we 
'  fhal]  avoid  doing  that,  which  may  be  look'd  on 
'  by  many,  as  an  evident  fign  of  difrefpedl  to  our 
*■  Sovereign. 

'  At  prefent,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  necef- 

*  fary  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  queftion; 

*  but,  as  I  have  the  honour  to  ferve  the  crown, 
'  and  confequently  muft  know  feveral  fads,  which 

*  fom.e  gentlemen  in  this  houfe  may  not  be  ac- 
'  quainted  with,  as  I  am  at  liberty,  I  think  myfelf 
'  obliged,  upon  this  occafion,  to  inform  the  houfe, 
«  that  with  regard  to  thofe  prizes  which  provi- 
.<  dence  has  already  put  into  our  hands,  different 
'  applications  have  already  been  made  to  his  Ma- 
«  jefty  :  One  from  the  captors,  and  another  from 
'  the  fuffering  merchants.   I  hope  it  will  be  allow- 

*  ed,  that  both  ought  to  be  regarded.  The  for- 
«  mer  think  they  have,  from  cuftom,  a  title  to  a 

*  very  large  fhare  of  the  prizes,  which  have,  by 
'  them,  been  taken  from  the  enemy :  The  latter 

*  have  fuffered  greatly  by  the  enemy,  and  as  repa- 

*  ration  is  one  of  the  ends  propofed  by  our  going 
'  to  war,  they  think  they  have  a  title  to  have 
'  fome  part  of  their  lofies  made  good,  by  appro- 

*  priating  to  that  ufe,  fome  fhare  of  thofe  prizes 
"^  that  ihall  be  taken  from  the  enemy,  by  his  Ma- 

'  jefty's 
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*  jefty's  fliips  of  war.      Both  thefe  petitions  are 

*  founded  on  juftice,  and,  for  this  reafon,  his  Ma- 
^  jefly  has  already  anfwered,  That  when  a  value  is 

*  put  upon  the  prizes,  and  the  fhips  and  cargoes 
'  difpofed  of  to  the  beft  advantage,  both  fnall  be 

*  confidered.  With  regard  therefore  to  the  prizes 
'  that  have  already  been  taken,  we  neither  can,  con- 
'  fiftently  with  what  his  Majefty  has  already  pro- 

*  mifed,  nor  ought  we  to  give  the  whole  to  the 
'  captors*,    and,    with  regard   to  thofe  that  may 

*  hereafter  be  taken,  I  am  in  great  doubt,  whether 

*  v/e  ought  to  do  fo  by  an  eftablifhed  law :  His 

*  Majefty  will  certainly  do  fo,  when  he  thinks 
'  they  deferve  It,  and  as  often  as  the  treaties  now 
'  fubfifting  between  us  and  our  allies,  and  the  juf- 

*  tice  that  is  due  to  our  injured  merchants,  will 
'  admit  of  it;  therefore,  I  believe,  the  beft  and 
'  the  wifeft  thing  we  can  do,  is  to  leave  the  law 

*  as  it  ftands  at  prefent.  I  am  fure,  his  Majefty 
'  will  never  defire  to  make  an  advantage  to  him- 

*  £df,  by  any  prize  that  fhall  be  taken.    The  cap- 

*  tors  will  always  be  fufficiently  rewarded,  and  the 

*  refidue,  fo  far  as  is  confiftent  with  the  regard  we 
'  ought  to  have  for  our  allies,  will  be  applied  ei- 

*  ther  to  the  publick  fervice,  or  to  make  good  the 

*  lofTes  of  our  merchants.     Thus,  whilft  a  difcre- 

*  tionary  power  remains  In  the  crown,  our  feamen 

*  will  have  a  proper  encouragement,  without  do- 
'  ing  injufdce  to  any  other  part  of  his  Majefty 's 

*  fubjefts,  and  without  giving  a  juft  offence  to  any 
'  of  our  allies.  Whereas,  if  by  an  eftabliftied  and 
'  unalterable  law,  we  give  the  whole  to  the  cap- 

*  tors,    they  may  often   have  more  than  ought, 

*  either  in  juftice  or  prudence,   to  be  given  them ; 

*  injuftice  will,   in  my  opinion,    be  done  to  our 

*  fuitering  merchants,  and  v/e  may  give  fome  of 

*  thofe  who  are  now  our  allies,  or  at  leaft  our  pre- 

*  tended  friends,  a  good  pretence  for  joining  with 

*  ^j[>am  agamft  us. 

^  But 
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^  But  as  thefe  are  objedions,  Sir,  that  will  be 

'  beft  underftood,   when  the  bill  comes  regularly 

*  before  us,  I  fhall  infift  no  farther  upon  them  at 

*  prefent.  The  ends  propofed  by  the  honourable 
'  gentleman's  motion,  are  fuch  as  I  highly  approve 

*  of,  and  if  the  bill  be  calculated  fo  as  to  anfwer 
'  thofe  ends,  I  fhall  be  ready  to  agree,  not  only  to 
'  its  being  brought  in,  but  to  its  being  pafTed  into 
'  a  law,  as  foon  as  is  confident  with  the  refpedt 
'  we  owe  to  the  crown,  and  with  the  methods  and 
'  forms  of  proceeding  in  this  houfe ;  but,  as  fuch 
'  bills  ought  to  owe  their  rife  to  fome  fort  of  ap- 
'  plication  from  the  crown,  and  as  it  is  a  bill  of 

*  great  confequence,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
*-  altogether  confiftent,  either  with  the  regard  we 
'  ought  to  have  for  his  Majefty,  or  with  the  ufual 
'^  methods  of  proceeding  in  this  houfe,  to  order 

*  fuch  a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  the  very  fecond  day 

*  of  the  fefllon.     This,  Sir,  is  my  opinion,  and  I 

*  am  convinced,  there  are  many  gentlemen  in  this 
'  houfe  of  the  fame  opinion ;  therefore,  I  hope  the 
'  honourable  gentleman  will  not,  by  infifting  upon 

*  the  queftion,  lay  us  under  a  neceiTity  of  giving  a 

*  negative  to  a  motion  which  we  fhould  otherwife 

*  moft  heartily  agree  to,  and  which,  if  it  be  poft- 

*  poned  but  for  a  few  days,  will,  I  believe,  meet 
'  with  an  univerfai  approbation.' 

Samuel  Sandy s^  Efq;  flood  up  next,  and  fpoke  in 
fubftance  thus : 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  sarjyi's  «  Sir,  When  I  heard  the  motion  which  my  ho- 

'  nourable  friend  has  been  pleafed  to  make,  I  little 

*  expeded  it  would  have  been  oppofed  by  any 

*  gentleman  in  this  houfe.  To  fecure  and  encou- 
'  rage  effedlually  the  trade  of  his  Majefty 's  fubjeds 
^  in  America^  and  to  encourage  feamen  to  enter  in- 

*  to  his  Majefty's  fervice,  are  topicks  of  fuch  great 

*  confequence 
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«  confequeiice  to  this  nation,  and  fo  neceflary  upon 

*  the  prefent  occafion,  that  I  imagined  every  gen- 

*  tleman  would  have  been  curious  to  fee  what  ex- 

*  pedients  had  been  thought  of  for  thefe  purpofes; 

*  and  as  this  cannot  be  {qcti  till  the  bill  be  once 

*  brought  in,  I  could  not  fuppofe,  that  any  gentle- 

*  man  would  have  oppofed  our  giving  leave  to 

*  bring  in  fuch  a  bill.  Surely,  it  muft  be  allowed, 
'  that  the  trade  of  his  Majefty's  fubjedls  in  Ameri- 

*  ca^  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  this  king- 

*  dom ;  and  I  am  fure,  it  has  neither  been  fecure, 
«  nor  has  it  been  encouraged  for  almofl:  thefe  twen- 

*  ty  years  by-paft :  It  mud  certainly  be  allowed, 
«  that  it  is  at  all  times,  but  efpecially  in  time  of 
^  war,  of  great  confequence  to  the  nation  to  have 
^  our  feamen  ready  and  willing  to  enter  into  his 

*  Majefty's  fervice;  and  I  am  fure,  that  for  feveral 
«  years  paft,  they  have  been  fo  far  from  being  rea- 

*  dy  and  willing,  that  many  of  them  have  mod 
<  induftrioufly,  and  often  even  periloufly  avoided 

*  being  forced  into  his  Majefty's  fervice.     Thefe, 

*  Sir,  are  our  circumftances  at  prefent,  and  in  thefe 

*  circumftances,  which  are  known  to  the  whole 

*  nation,  was  it  not  moft  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
'  that  every  gentlem.an  would  be  fond  of  feeing 

*  what  expedients  had  been  thought  of  for  relie- 

*  ving  us  out  of  thefe  unlucky  circumftances?  And 

*  as  thefe  expedients  cannot  be  feen,  till  the  bill 

*  now  propofed  be  adtually  brought  in ;  could  any 

*  one  expedt,  that  an  oppofttion  would  be  made  to 

*  the  bringing  in  of  fuch  a  bill  ^ 

'  Gentlemen  may  make  declarations  of  the  re- 

*  gard  they  have  for  our  feamen,  and  of  their  rea- 
'  dinefs  to  concur  in  any  proper  meafures  for  their 

*  encouragement.     I  am  perfuaded  the  honourable 

*  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  was  fincere  in  the  de- 

*  clarations  he  made,  I  am  perfuaded  every  gentle- 
'  man  in  this  houfe  is  fincere  in  what  he  declares. 
^  But  it  is  not  from  our  declarations,  but  from  our 

'  adions. 
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aflions,  that  thofe  without  doors  judge  of  our 
intentions ;  and  unlefs  they  feel  the  effeds  of 
our  declarations,  they  will  be  apt  to  judge  amifs 
of  our  fincerity.  I  have,  in  this  houfe,  heard 
many  fanguine  declarations  in  favour  of  our  fea- 
men  \  and  yet  I  do  not  know  by  what  mif- 
chance,  our  condud  has  of  late  years  very  little 
correfponded  with  our  declarations.  That  ufe- 
ful  body  of  men,  our  failors,  have  of  late  years 
been  very  little  regarded,  whilft  an  ufelefs  and 
dangerous  body  of  men,  I  mean  our  mercenary- 
troops,  have  met  with  all  pofiible  favour  and 
encouragement.  The  former  have  been,  of 
late  years,  fo  often  prefled  into  his  Majefty's 
fervice,  and  difmifled  again,  without  fuffering 
them  to  m.ake  the  expeded  advantages  by  the 
fervice,  that  I  do  not  at  all  wonder  at  feeing 
them  now  abfconding,  and  even  venturing  their 
lives,  to  avoid  being  forced  into  the  fervice. 
As  the  pay  in  his  Majefty's  navy,  is  not  near 
equal  to  that  in  the  merchants  fervice,  nothing 
can  tempt  them  to  enter  on  board  the  navy, 
but  the  hopes  they  have  of  making  an  extraor- 
dinary advantage  by  the  prizes  they  may  take : 
But  thefe  hopes,  they  have  been  of  late  fo  often 
difappointed  of,  that  they  began  to  defpair  of 
ever  meeting  again  with  any  fuch  opportunity  ; 
and  the  difappointment  the  bill  now  propofed 
met  with,  two  years  ago,  added  not  a  little  to 
that  defpair.  Even  when  his  Majefty's  orders 
for  reprizal  were  iflued  and  publillied,  they 
doubted  if  they  would  be  allowed  to  execute 
them  as  they  ought,  and  they  doubted  if  they 
would  be  allowed  any  Ihare  of  the  prizes  they 
might  take. 

'  it  has  been  chiefly  owing  to  thefe  doubts. 
Sir,  that  we  have  found,  and  ftill  find  fuch  a 
a  difHculty  to  man  our  fleet  •,  and  therefore,  I 
wiili  the  bill  that  was  propofed  two  years  ago, 

*  had 
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*  had  paffed  into  a  law.     It  could  have  been  at- 

*  tended  with  no  inconvenience,  and  would  have 

*  been  of  great  advantage,  at  the  commencement 

*  of  a  war.     We  have  already  feverely  /elt  the 

*  difad vantage  of  not  pafling  it  at  the  time  it  was 

*  propofed,  and  therefore,  in  duty  to  our  coun- 
'  try,  as  well  as  our  King,  we  ought  to  take  the 

*  firft  opportunity  for  rectifying  that  miftake.  The 

*  beft  method  we  can  take  for  fhewing  our  refpedi: 

*  to  his  Majefty,  is  to  do  every  thing  we  can  for 
'  his  fervice,  and  to  do  it  as  foon  as  we  find  that 
'  it  is  become  neceflary.     To  delay  doing  what 

*  we  think  neceflary  for  his  Majefty 's  fervice,  till 
•^  it  be  applied  for,  or  till  he  be  advifed  to  apply 

*  for  it,  by  his  minifters,  may  be  a  teftimonv  of 

*  our  refpedt  for  them,  but  it  is  a  breach  of  that 

*  duty  we  owe  to  him. 

'  In  all  cafes,  we  ought  to  diftinguiih  carefully 

*  between  the  refped:  that  is  due  to  the  crown, 

*  and  the  regard  that  may  be  claimed  by  the  mi- 
'  nifters  of  the  crown.  To  the  crown  we  owe  a 
'  great   and  a  (incere  regard,    but   to   minifters, 

*  none  but  what  they  juftly  acquire  by  their  con- 

*  dud.  Nay,  a  regard  for  the  latter,  may  often 
'  be  inconfiftent  with  that  regard  which  is  due  to 
'  the  former.  I  ftiall  grant,  that  of  late  years, 
'  Parliaments  have  ihewn  a  much  greater  refpedl 

*  to  the  minifters  of  the  crown,  than  was  ufual 

*  in  former  ages  -,  and  I  am  under  fome  appre- 

*  henfions,  that  by  continuing  to  fhew  the  fame 
'  refped:  for  a  few  years  longer,  we  fhall  at  laft 
'  lofe  all  that  refped:  which  the  people  of  this 

*  kingdom  ought  to  have  for  their  Parliaments. 
^  If  this  fliould  ever  happen  to  be  our  cafe^  as 
'  God  forbid  it  fliould,  our  happy  conftitution 
'  would  be  at  an  end  :  Our  people  could  not  then 
'  be  governed  by  Parliaments,  or  by  any  fort  of 
'  civil  government;    They  muft  be  ruled  by  a 

*  ftanding 
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*  ftanding  army,  and  a  military  fort  of  govern- 
'  ment. 

«  I  fhall  admit.  Sir,  that  fome  ads  of  grace 
«  and  favour,  fuch  as  indemnities  and  the  like, 
'  are  ufually  brought  Into  Parliament  by  a  meflage 
'  from  the  crown  -,  but  it  Is  a  new  fort  of  dodrine 
'  to  pretend,  that  nothing  of  a  popular  nature 
'  ought  to  be  brought  into  Parliament,  without  a 
'  previous  meflage  or  intimation  from  the  crown. 
'  At  this  rate,  no  law  for  the  publick  fervice,  or 
'  for  removing  a  publick  grievance,  could  be  pro- 
'  pofed  In  Parliament,  without  a  previous  meflage 
'  from  the  crown ;   for  every  fuch  law  muft,  in 

*  its  own  nature,    be  attended  with  popularity, 

*  and   to   introduce   it   without  fuch  a  meflage, 

*  might  in  every  cafe  be  called  foreftalling  the 

*  favours  of  the  crown,  with  as  much  juftice  as 
'  in  the  cafe  now  before  us.  Such  a  doc5lrIne 
'  would,  indeed,  make  Parliaments  very  refpedt- 

*  ful  to  his  Majefty's  minlfters,  but  it  would  make 

*  them  very  ufelefs  to  his  Majefty's  fubjeds,  and 
'  of  as  little  ufe  to  his  Majefty  himfelf ;  therefore, 

*  I  hope,   it  will  never  gain  a  prevalence  in  this 

*  houfe.     As  foon  as  we  are  aflembled  here,  we 

*  are  in  duty  bound  to  confider  what  laws  are  ne- 
'  ceflary  for  the  publick  fervice,  and  we  are  in 
'  duty  bound  to  bring  them  in,  and  to  pafs  them 
'  as  foon  as  we  can.  If  they  are  fuch  as  are 
'  popular,  our  Sovereign  will  always  have  a  great 

*  fhare  in  that  popularity,  by  readily  giving  them 
'  the  Royal  Aflent :  Even  his  minifters  may  have 
'  a  fhare  in  the  popularity,  by  readily  giving  their 
'  concurrence  in  pafTing  them  through  the  two 
'  houfes  of  Parliament.     Bat  if  the  King  fhould, 

*  by  the  advice  of  wicked  minifters,    refufe  his 

*  afient,  or  if  the  minifters  fhould  oppofe  them  in 
'  Parliament,   and  thereby  expofe  themfelves  to 

*  the  hatred  of  the  people,  they  meet  with  no- 

*  thing  but  what  they  deferve,  and  whatever  may 

'  be 
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'  be  the  confequences,  they  have  themfelves  only 
■  to  blame. 

'  For  this  reafon,  Sir,  if  there  is  any  popula- 
rity to  be  gained  by  what  is  now  propofed  ; 

I  hope,  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  the  admi- 
niftration,  will  take  care  to  have  a  fliare  of  it, 
by  giving  us  their  affiflance,  not  only  in  bring*, 
ing  in  the  bill,  but  in  getting  it  pafTed  into  a 
law.  I  am  fure  no  gentleman  will  fay,  but  that 
fome  fuch  bill  as  my  honourable  friend  intends 
by  his  motion,  is  now  become  neceflary  for  the 
publick  fervice ;  and  therefore,  as  I  have,  I 
think,  clearly  Ihewn,  we  can  fhew  our  refped 
to  his  Majefty,  no  way  better,  than  by  bringing 
it  in  and  paiTmg  it  with  all  imaginable  difpatch. 
I  fhall  grant,  that  his  Majefty  may,  without 
the  authority  of  an  a(5l  of  Parliament,  give  the 
whole  of  every  prize  that  fhall  be  taken,  to  the 
captors  •,  and  I  verily  believe,  his  Majefty  is,  of 
himfelf,  extremely  willing  to  do  fo.  Where 
then  is  the  harm,  or  where  is  the  difrefpe<5t,  in 
doing  that  by  a  law,  which  his  Majefty  is  wilK 
ing  to  do  of  his  own  accord  ^  It  may,  ^tis  true, 
be  promifed  by  proclamation :  I  think  it  ought 
to  have  been  promifed  by  proclamation  as  foon 
as  the  reprizals  were  publiftied  ;  but  to  do  fo  by 
an  a(5l  of  Parliament,  is  a  more  folemn  v/ay  of 
doing  it,  and  will  add  to  the  confidence  and 
confequently  the  encouragement  of  our  fea- 
men. 

'  Beftdes  this,  Sir,  it  will  prevent  that  grie- 
vance, which  gave  occafion  to  a  bill  of  the 
fame  nature  in  the  late  Queen's  time.  We  all 
know,  that  before  the  ad  of  the  6th  of  Queen 
Anne,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  trade  to 
America,  we  had  a  prize-office  eftablifhed, 
which  had  the  difpofal  and  diftribution  of  all 
the  prizes  that  were  taken  by  his  Majefty's  (hips 
of  war ',  and  we  like  wife  know,  that  a  great 
VoL.XVIIL  Z  ^  deal 
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«  deal  of  the  money  produced  by  the  fale  of  any 

*  prize,  ftuck  to  the  fingers  of  the  officers  and 

*  clerks  employed  in  that  office.  This  was  a 
«  grievance  then  loudly  complained  of,  and  at  laft 
<^  occafioned  the  paffing  of  that  law.     Now,  as 

*  it  is  both  better  and  eafier  to  prevent  than  reme- 
*^  dy  a  grievance,  and  as  fome  fuch  office  as  this 
'  muft  be  now  revived,  unlefs  fuch  a  law  be  pafT- 

*  ed  as  is  by  this  motion  intended,  I  hope  the  bill 
'  nov/  propofed  will  be  not  only  brought  in,  but 

*  pafTed  into  a  law,  in  order  to  prevent  that, 
'^  v/hich  has  already  been  found  to  be  an  intole- 

*  rable  grievance  upon  all  officers  and  feameri  em- 
^  ployed  in  his  Majeily's  fervice. 

*  From  our  journals.  Sir,  it  appears,   that  nei- 

*  ther  the  law,    by   which  this  prize-office  was 

*  abolifhed,  nor  any  of  the  regulations  now  pro* 

*  pofed  to  be  revived,  v/ere  owing  to  any  pre- 
'  vious  mefuige   or  intimation  from   the  crown, 

*  Nay,  I  doubt  much,  if  the  law  for  demolifhing 
'  the  prize-office  was  fo  much  as  advifed,  or  fin- 

*  cereiy  approved  of,  by  thofe  who  were  at  that 
^  time  the  chief  miniders   of  the  crown.     The 

*  minifters  in  that  age  were,  I  believe,  fomething 

*  like  thofe  we  have  in  this  ;  and  I  have  always 

*  found  miniftcrs  extremely  unwilling  to  demolifh 

*  any  o&e  where  the  nomination  of  the  officers 

*  belonged  to  tliem.     On  the  contrary,  they  have 

*  always  hcQii  inventing  new  offices  of  this  fort ; 

*  and  if  at  any  time  they  found  theinfelves  under 

*  the  neceffity  of  confenting  to  the  demolition  of 
*•  fuch  an  office,  they  have  generally  taken  the 
^  firil  opportunity  they  could  fafely  lay  hold  on, 

*  for  reviving  it.     Therefore,    when   a  law   be- 

*  comes  neceffary  for  demolifhing  any  fuch  office, 
^  or  for  preventing  the  eftablifnment  or  revival  of 

*  fuch  a  one,  I  muft  think  it  would  be  very  idle 

*  in  us,  to  expecft  a  meflage  from  the  crown  for 

*  that  purpofe :  If  we  are  at  all  times  to  wait  for 

I  *  fuch 
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'  fuch  a  meflage,  I  believe  no  fuch  law  will  ever 

*  be  pafied. 

'  Having   thus,    I  hope,    fully   anfwered   the 

*  only  argument  that  has  been  made  ufe  of  for 
'  poftponing  this  motion,  I  fnall  next  beg  leave 
'  to  fay  fomething,  by  way  of  anfwer  to  thofe 

*  objedions  that  have  been  made  againn:  giving 

*  the  v/hole  of  the  prizes  that  fhall  be  taken,  to 

*  the  captors  ;  and  here,  I  find  the  fufFerings  of 

*  our  merchants  are  to  be  made  a  handle  againft 

*  our  giving  the  fame  encouragement  to  our  fea- 
'  men,  that  was  given  in  the  laft  war.  Sir,  I  am 
'  glad  to  find,  that  we  now  begin  to  fhev/  fome 

*  regard  to  our  fuffering  mierchants.  I  have  aU 
'  ways  been  for  Ihewing  them  the  utmofl  regard^ 

*  and  if  fome  other  gentlemen  had  been  of  the 
«  fame  fentiments  with  me,  I  am  fure,  they  Would 

*  not  have  fufi^ered  fo  much.     No  man  can  more 

*  fenfibly  feel  the  lofles  and  misfortunes  our  mer- 

*  chants  have  met  with,  than  I  do,  and  for  this 

*  very  reafon,  I  am  for  giving  the  whole  of  every 

*  prize  that  fhail  be  taken,  to  the  captors,  be- 
'  caufe,  I  think,  it  v/ill  be  one  of  the  bed  me- 

*  thods  we  can  take,  for  procuring  full  reparation 

*  to  our  injured  merchants. 

'  It  is  not  from  the  prizes  that  may  be  taken 

*  during  the  war,  that  our  merchants  can  expedl 
}  full  reparation.  If  we  refolve  to  give  them  a 
'  large  fhare  of  every  prize,  I  am  afraid  very  few 
'  will  be  taken  ;  and,  if  we  give  them  but  a 
'  fmall  fhare,  the  v/hole  amount  would  not  near 

*  anfwer  the  great  damages  which  they  have  fuf- 

*  fered,    during  the  long  courfe   of  time,    they 

*  have  been  left  expofed  to  the  depredations  and 
'  infults  of  Spanifto  Guarda  Cq/la's  ;  therefore  they 

*  ought,  I  am  fure  every  conndering  man  among 

*  them  will  defpife  any  reparation  they  can  exp'^cft^ 

*  by   having  a  fhare   of  fuch  prizes   as  may  be 

*  taken  by  his  Majefty*s  (hips  of  war.     It  is  from 

Z  2  *  a 
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^  a  vigorous  profecution  and  happy  ifTue  of  the 
'  war,  and  from  thence  alone,  that  they  can  ex- 

*  ped  a  full  reparation;  and,  as  nothing  can  con- 
^  tribute  more  towards  a  vigorous  profecution  and 
'  happy  ifTue  of  a  naval  war,  than  that  of  giving 
'  the  fame  encouragement  to  our  feamen,  which 

*  they  had  in  the  laii  war,  therefore  I  am  convin- 

*  ced,  that  moft  of  our  fufferlng  merchants  will 
^  frankly  refign  the  Infignificant  and  partial  repara- 

*  tion  they  can  exped:,  by  having  a  ihare  in  fuch 

*  prizes  as  may  be  taken,  in  order  to  have  not  only 

*  a  full  reparation  for  their  paft  fufFerings,  but  an 
'  abfolute  fecurity  againft  any  fuch  for  the  future, 

*  by  a  happy  and  glorious  IfTue  of  the  war  v/e  are 

*  now  engaged  in. 

*  I  am  convinced.  Sir,  that  the  honourable  gen- 
'  tleman  who  fpoke  lail,  has  no  indiredt  or  bad 

*  defign,  in  pleading  for  our  fufferlng  merchants 
'  having  a  fhare  in  fuch  prizes  as  may  be  taken 

*  during  the  war.  I  am  convinced,  it  proceeds 
'  entirely  from  the  compaflion  he  has  for  their 
«  fufferings ;  but,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  I 

*  think  it  a  fort  of  comp.iffion,   which  can  do  no 

*  fervice  either  to  them  or  their  country ;  becaufe 

*  it  creates  a  fort  of  oppofition  between  them  and 

*  our  feamen,  which  is  an  oppofition  that,  I  be- 

*  lieve,  very  few  of  them  will  defire  to  propagate. 

*  It  is  fomething  extraordinary,  that  we  fliould 
'  now  teftify  fuch  a  compaffion  for  our  fufferlng 
'  merchants,  when  fome  few  of  them  may,  per- 
^  haps,  by  a  petition,  have  fet  themfelves  in  oppo- 
'  fition  to  our  feamen ;  and,  that  we  were  fo  flow 

*  in  fhewlng  a  proper  compalTion  for  their  fuffer- 
'  Ings,  when  the  only  oppofition  was,  between 
'  them  and  thofe  who  plundered  them,  or  tamely 
'  allowed  them  to  be  plundered. 

'  For  many  years,  v/e  fliewed  no  compalTion  to 

*  rheir  fufferings,  but  by  fruitlefs  applications  to 
'  the  court  of  Spain\  and  now  we  are  engaged  in 

'  war. 
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*  war,  we  feem  to  be  getting  into  as  wrong  a  me- 

*  thod  for  fhewing  our  compafTion,  as  we  were  in 

*  before  the  war  was  declared;    for,  'tis  certain, 

*  that  the  mod  proper  and  effedlual  way  of  iliew- 

*  ing  our  compafTion  for  thofe  that  have  fuffered, 

*  is  to  take  every  method  we  can  think  of,  that 

*  may  any  way  conduce  towards  bringing  the  war 

*  to  a  happy  and  fpeedy  ifiue.  But  I  muil:  put  gen- 

*  tlemen  in  mind,  that  at  the  fame  time,  we  are 

*  teftifying  our  compaffion  for  thofe  that  have  fuf- 

*  fered,  v/e  fhould  think  of  having  a  compaflioii 
'  for  thofe  that  may  fufFer ;  for.  If  we  do  not,  our 

*  future  fufFerings  may  far  exceed  thofe  that  are 
'  pad. 

*  For  this  purpofe,  Sir,  the  bill  now  propofed 
'  to  be  brought  in,  is  abfolutely  necefTary.  In  the 
'  prefent  war,  if  proper  care  be  not  taken,  our 
'  merchants  may  fuffer  vaftly  more  by  the  enemy's 
'  privateers,  than  they  have  ever  done  by  their 
'  Guarda  Cofta^s.     To  prevent  this,  we  ought,  by 

*  all  polTibie  means,  to  encourage  our  fhips  of  war, 
'  both  publick  and  private,  to  attack,  and  take  or 
'  deftroy   the  enemy's.     Every  one  knows,  that 

*  there  is  very  little  to  be  got  by  taking  a  priva- 
'  teer;  and  therefore,  we  can  hardly  fuppofe,  that 

*  any  of  our  privateers  will  attack,  or  endeavour 
'  to  take  or  deilroy  any  one  of  the  enemy's,  un- 

*  lefs  we  give  them  a  reward  for  fo  doing.  I 
'  know,  that  his  Majefty's  fnips  of  war  are  obli- 

'  ged  to  attack  an  enemy's,  when  any  of  them 

'  fall  in  their  way,  but,  I  am  afraid,  that  evea 

*  fome  of  his  Majefty's  fnips  of  war,  will  not  be 

*  very  diligent  in  looking  out  for  fuch,  or  in  crui- 
'  ling  where  fuch  only  can  be  met  with,  unlefs  we 

*  give  them  fomething  more  than  they  can  expecft 
'  by  the  capture.  This  we  foon  became  fenfible 
'  of  in  the  late  war,  and  therefore,  by  the  a6t  of 

*  the  6th  of  Queen  Ann? ^  for  the  better  fe curing  the 
'  trade  of  tJ^is  kingdo7n^  by  cruifers  a?ni  convoys^  ». 

Z  $  '  reward -^ 
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^  reward  of  five  pounds  for  every  man  on  board 
'  any  (h\p  of  war  or  privateer  of  the  enemy's,  at 
^  the  beginning  of  the  engagement,  that  fhould  be 
■^  taken  by  any  of  our  fhips  of  war,  publick  or  pri- 
^  vate,  was  given  to  the  captors,  over  and  above 
^  what  they  could  make  by  the  fale  of  the  prize. 
'  This,    Sir,    was  an  encouragement  that  was 

*  found  abfolutely  neceflary  in  the  late  war,  and 
^  after  it  was  given,  it  was,  by  experience,  found 
'  to  have  a  very  good  til'tS:,  And  as  this  is  one 
^  of  the  encouragements  intended,  by  the  bill  now 
^  f-ropofed  to  you,  I  am  furprized  to  find  a  delay 
'  propofed  by  a  gentleman  who,  I  am  fure,  has  a 
'  true  and  fincere  regard  for  the  merchants  and 
^  trade  of  this  king;dom.     To  delav  it  but  for  a 

*  few  days,  upon  a  pretended  pundlilio  of  refpedt 
^  to  the  crov/n,  mav  occafion  the  ruin  of  feveral 

*  honeft  merchants,  and  a  ruin  too,  which  might 

*  other  wife  have  been  prevented.  Sir,  it  has  al- 
'^  ready  been  delayed  fix  months  longer  than  it 

*  ought  to  have  been.  The  war  was  certainly 
^  known  to  be  unavoidable,  at  leaft  by  our  mini- 
'  fters,  before  the  end  of  laft  feffion  -,  and  therefore, 

*  1  mud  fay,  that  if  they  had  done  their  duty, 
^  they  fhould,  before  laft  fefiion  was  at  an  end, 
'  have  themfelvcs  brought  in  that  very  bill  which 

*  they  had  fo  great  a  hand  in  throwing  out,  but 

*  the  preceding  feflion.     They  had  time  enough 

*  after  the  24th  of  May  to  have  brought  it  in,  and 
'  to  have  had  it  pafled  into  a  law,  before  the  con- 

*  clufion  of  the  fcfiion.  I  am  fure,  thofe  who 
'  brought  it  in  the  fefiion  before,  would  have  been 
'  fo  far  from  envying  them  the  glory  or  popularity 

*  of  bringing  it  in  a  fecond  time,  that  they  would 

*  have  joined  in  getting  it  pafi^ed  through  both 

*  houfes,  with  the  utmoft  difpatch ;  and  the  pafl- 

*  ing  of  fuch  a  bill  could  not  have  tended  to  alarm 

*  Spain  fo  much,  as  the  vote  of  credit  did,  which 

*  was  pafied  towards  the  latter  end  of  laft  feffion. 

■  '  If 
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*  If  fucb  a  bill  had  been  paffed  before  the  end  of 
«  laft  feflion,  I  am  convinced,  our  merchants  would 

*  not  have  fuffered  fo  much  as  they  have  already 
^  done  bv  the  war.     I  am  convinced,  the  enemy  s 

*  privateers  would  not  have  traverfed  the  feas  ot 

*  Europe  with  fo  much  fecurity  and  impunity  as 

*  they  have  done,  fmce  the  commencement  ot  the 


war. 


^  This  encouragement,  Sir,  which  is  fo  neceflary 
for  tempting  our  fhips  of  war  to  look  out  for 
and  deftroy  the  enemy's  privateers,  is  what  his 
Majeftv  cannot  give  without  the  authority  of  an 
ac5l  of  Parliament;  at  leaft,  he  cannot  appropriate 
to  that  purpofe,  any  of  the  money  given  for  the 
publick  fervice.    He  might,  'tis  true,  have  giveji 
it  out  of  the  civil  lift  revenue,  and  in  that  cafe, 
I  (hall  grant,  he  might  have  promifed  it  by  pro- 
clamation.    To  have  advifed  him  to  have  done 
fo    would,  I  believe,  have  been  one  of  the  belt 
and  mod  fliithful  advices  that  could  have  beeu 
given  by  his  minifters,  and  I  wonder  that  thofe 
who  now  feem  fo  jealous  of  depriving  the  Sove- 
reign of  that  popularity,  that  may  be  acquired  by 
ads  of  grace  and  favour,  did  not  advile  him  to 
do  fo,  efpecially  as  they  had  neglecS:ed  to  provide^ 
for  it,  when  it  ought  to  have  been  done  out  ot 
the  publick  revenue  of  the  kingdom.      I  fhali 
grant,  that  it  mi^ht,  by  this  time,  have  amount- 
ed to  a  large  fum,  confidering  the  number  of 
privateers  the  enemy  have  fitted  out  agamft  us, 

•  efpecially  if  our  Ihips  of  war  had  been  difperfed, 

•  and   properly  ftationed   for  intercepting   them; 

•  but,  the  more  it  had  amounted  to,  the  more 
'-  efteem  and  afFedion  would  have  been  acquired, 
'  not  onlv  by  his  Majefty,  but  by  thole  counfellors 
^  who  had  advifed  him  to  mch  a  popular  meafurej 
'  and,  the  higheft  fum  it  could  have  amounted  to 

•  micrht,  I  believe,  have  been  compenfated,  by  a- 
^  bofiOiing  or  curtailing  fome  of  thofe  ufelefs  pen- 

Z  4  ^'^^ 
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^ .  fions  and  falarles,  which  are  now  paid  out  of  the 

'  civil  lift  revenue,   and  which  may  add  to  the 

•;  number  of  his  Majefty's  fervants  and  the  mini- 

'  fterVilatterers,  but  never  can  add  to  the  number 

^'  of  his  Majedy's  faithful  fubjeds,  nor  to  that  of 

^  the  miniiier's  fincere  friends. 

'  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  his  Majefty  might  have  done 

'  without  the  authority  of  an  a6l  of  Parliament; 

*  but,  as  it  has  not  been  done,  I  little  expedl  it 

*  will  be  done,  and  therefore,   this  encouragement 

*  ought,  as  foon  as  poHlble,  to  be  given  and  prO' 

*  vided  for  out  of  the  publick  revenue  of  the  king- 
^  dom,  which  can  no  way  be  done,  but  by  fuch  a 
^  hill  as  is  now  propofed.  Befides  this.  Sir,  there 
^  are  feveral  other  things  intended  to  be  done  by 
«  this  bill,  that  can  be  done  no  way  but  by  adl  of 
^  Parliament  -,  and  therefore,  no  delay  ought  to  be 

*  made,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  in  bring- 
^  ing  in  and  palling  fuch  a  bill.  The  very  bring- 
*^  ing  in  of  fuch  a  bill,  will  give  new  fpirits  to  thofe 
'  feamen  that  have  entered,  or  have  been  prefled, 

*  into  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  will  prevail  with 
^  many,  who  are  now  abfconding,  to  appear  and 
^  enter  themfelves  on  board  fome  of  our  ftiips  of 
^  war.  We  hear  daily  complaints  of  the  difficulties 

*  we  are  under  in  getting  feamen  to  man  our  fleet, 

*  and  iliall  thofe  very  gentlemen  who  make  thefe 
^  complaints,  out  of  a  pretended  pundlilio  of  re- 
^  fped  to  the  crown,  put  off,  but  for  a  few  days, 

*  doing  the  mioft  proper  thing  we  can  do  for 
^  removing  thofe  complaints.?  But,  fuppofe  we 
'  fhould  humour  thofe  gentlemen,  in  their  imagi- 

*  nary  refpedt  for  the  crown,  by  poftponing  this 
^  motion  for  a  few  days,  how  are  we  fure  that  any 

*  meftage  will  come  from  the  crown  in  that  time  ? 
^  And  will  not  the  argument  for  putting  off  the 
^  motion  be  as  good  then  as  it  is  now .?  In  my  o- 
^  pinion.  Sir,  it  will  be  much  ftronger  •,  for,  if  we 

fhould  now  poftpone  the  motion,  upon  the  pre- 

'  tence, 


« 
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*  tence,    that  it   would    be   dlfrefpecflful   to   the 

*  crown,  to  order  in  fuch  a  bill  without  a  mefTage 
'  from  the  crown,  I  think  it  would  fhew  not  only 

*  a  difrefpedl,   but  a  contempt  of  the  crown,   if 

*  we  fhould,    at  any  tim.e  hereafter,    order  fuch 

*  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  without  fuch  a  mefTage  ; 
'  therefore,  I  hope,  my  honourable  friend  will 
^  infift  upon  his  motion  ;  I  am  fure,  he  ihall 
'  have  my  hearty  concurrence.' 

The  next  that  fpoke  was  Sir  Charles  Wager^ 
the  purport  of  whofe  fpeech  was  as  follows,  viz, 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
'  Sir,  I  Ihall  readily  agree  with  the  honourable  si^  charUs 
'  gentleman  who  fpoke  laftj  that  it  is  our  duty,  f^^f^'^* 
'  as  members  of  this  houfe,  to  confider,  contrive, 
'  and  pafs  fuch  laws,  as  we  think  abfolutely  ne- 

*  cefiary  for  the  publick  fervice.  When  any  pre- 
'  fent  grievance  is  felt,  or  any  future  grievance 
'  apprehended,  and  \when  the  one  cannot  be  re- 

*  moved,  nor  the  other  prevented,  without  a  new 

*  law  for  that  purpofe,  it  is  our  duty  to  think  of, 

*  and  pafs  fuch  a  law  ;  but,  as  a  multitude  of  un- 
'  neccffary  laws  is  as  great  a  grievance  to  fociety 

*  as  any  grievance  it  can  labour  under,  we  ought 
'  to  be  extreamly  cautious  of  introducing  any 
^  new  law  ;  for,  if  the  evil  can  be  remedied  by 

*  the  laws  in  being,  we  may  remedy  that  evil, 

*  but  we  bring  another  upon  the  fociety,  by  in- 

*  troducing  a  new  law  for  that  purpofe.  This 
'  may,  perhaps,  be  our  cafe  at  prefent :  Our  fea- 

*  men  ought  to  be  encouraged :  Our  fhips  of  war 
^  ought  to  be  encouraged  to  do  their  duty ;  but, 

*  whether  a  new  law  be  necefiary  for  this  pur- 

*  pofe,    is  a  queftion,    I  at   prefent  very   much 

*  doubt   of;    and   therefore,    I   {hall    be   againd 

*  bringing  in  a  bill,  till  I  am  well  convinced,  that 

*  the  laws  now  in  being  are  in  this  refped  defi- 

'  clent ; 
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*  cient;  for  the  evils  propofed  by  this  bill  to  be 
"  remedied,  cannot  be  faid  to  be  prefent  evils ; 
^  none  of  them  have,  as  yet,  been  felt ;  and  whe- 

*  ther  they  may  not  be  prevented  by  a  due  exer- 

*  cife  of  that  power  with  which  the  crov/n  is  now 
^  invefted,  is  a  queftion  that,  in  my  opinion,  ad- 
'  mits  of  Tome  difficulty. 

^  In  the  late  Queen's  time,  it  was  not  fo.    The 
'  war  we  were  then  engaged  in,  had  been  carried 

*  on  for  feveral  years,    and  the  prize-office  had 

*  been  found,  by  experience,  to  be  an  intolerable 
'  grievance  upon  the  officers  and  feamen  of  her 
'  Majefty's  navy.  I  had,  at  that  time,  the  ho- 
'  nour  of  being  commander  of  one  of  her  Maje- 

*  fty's  fhips  of  war,  and  with  regard  to  one  of 

*  the  prizes  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  take,  I  re- 
'  member,  I  was  fo  far  from  getting  any  thing  by 

*  the  prize  I  had  taken,  that  I  was  brought  in 

*  debt  to  the  prize-ofHce.     This  was  a  convincing 

*  proof  that  feme  new  regulation  was  neceflary, 

*  with  regard  to  the  prizes,  that  might  be  taken 

*  by  her  Majefty's  fliips  of  war ;  and  it  had  like- 

*  wife  been  found,  by  experience,  that  our  ftiips 

*  of  war  had  been  a  little  negligent  of  their  duty 
'  in  looking  out  for,  and  attacking  thofe  of  the 
^  enemy,  which  at  that  time  made  the  Parliament, 
'  as  well  as  the  government,  think  it  necelTary  to 
'  give  the  reward  of  f.ve  pounds  a  man,  mentioned 

*  by  the  honourable  gentleman  that  fpoke  laft. 

*  Thefe  were  evils  that  were  then  prefent  and  fevere- 

*  ly  felt,  and  therefore  it  became  neceffary  to  make 

*  the  nev/  regulations  which  are  now  propofed  to 

*  be  revived ;    but  the  Parliament  did  not  then 

*  think,    that  thofe  evils  would  recur,    or  that 

*  thofe  regulations  would  be  neceffary  in  every  fu* 

*  ture  war  we  might  be  engaged  in.    If  they  had, 

*  they  would  have  made  thofe  laws  perpetual : 

*  Whereas  they  were  made  temporary,    and  to 

*  continue  no  longer  than  during  the  war  we  v/ere 

<  then 
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'  then  engaged  in.  Nay,  I  believe,  if  they  had 
'  then  but  thought  it  probable,    that  thole  evils 

*  would  always  recur,  they  would  have  made 
'  thofe  regulations  perpetual.  Therefore,  if  we 
«  now  form  our  judgment  upon  the  opinion  that 
^  then  prevailed,  we  muft  fuppofe,    that  neither 

*  of  thefe  evils  will  probably  be  felt  in  the  pre- 
'  fent  war  •,    and  furely,    we  are  not  to  increafe 

*  the  number  of  our  laws,  which  is  already  almoft 

*  intolerable,  by  making  new  laws  for  preventing 
''  evils,  that  will  probably  never  happen. 

'  For  my  part.  Sir,  I  very  m.uch  queftion,  if 

<  any  of  thofe  evils  will,  or  can  happen  during 

«  the  prefent  war  •,  becaufe,  I  think,  his  Majefty 

'  has  it  very  much  in  his  power,  by  the  laws  now 

'  in  being,  to  prevent  them.     He  has  already  re- 

'  folved,^  that,    after  having   fome   confideration 

'  for  our  fufFering   merchants,    according  to  the 

'  value  of  the  prize  that  fhall  be  taken,   he  will 

«  give  the  whole  of  the  refidue  to  the  captors. 

'  This,  I  hope,  will  be  a  fufficient  encouragement 

'  for  our  feamen  to  enter  into  his  Majefty's  fer- 

'  vice  5  confidering  the  rich  prizes  that  may  fall 

'  into  our  hands,  it  will  encourage  the  ofBcers  of 

'  his  Majefty's  fhips  of  war,    to  be  vigilant  in 

*  looking  out  for  the  enemy's  mercantile  fhips  ; 
«  and,  as  the  preferments  in  the  navy  are  all  at 

*  his  Majefty's  difpofal,  I  hope  they  will  be  dif- 

<  pofed  of  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  muft  make  it  ne- 

<  ceflary  for  every  officer  in  our  navy  to  be  dili- 

*  gent  in  their  feveral  ftations,  in  looking  out  for, 
«  and  taking  or  deftroying  every  ft^ip  of  war  be- 
*■  longing  to  the  enemy,  that  they  can  meet  with 
'  and  overcome.  Thus,  I  hope.  Sir,  all  the  ends 
'  that  can  be  anfwered  by  the  bill  now  propofed 
'  to  be  brought  in,    may  be  attained  by   thofe 

*  powers,  with  which  his  Majefty  is  inyefted  by 

*  the  laws  now   in   being  j    and,    if  this  can  be 
^  done,   i  am  fure  it.  is  unneceflary,   and  confe- 

'  quently 
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*  quently  would  be  wrong,  to  make  any  new  law 

*  for  that  purpofe. 

'  But,  whether  the  evils,  which  now  feem  to 
'  be  (o  much  apprehended,  are  fuch  as  may  be 
'  prevented  by  the  laws  now  in  being,  is,  in  my 
'  opinion.  Sir,  a  queftion  which  his  Majefty  muft 
'  be  allowed  to  be  the  beft  judge  of.  If  any  new 
'  powers  be  wanted,  either  for  preventing  thofe 
'  evils,    or  for  contributing  any  way  to  the  vi- 

*  gorous  profecution  and  happy  fuccefs  of  the 
'  war,  I  am  fure,  they  will  be  applied  for  by  his 
'  Majefty,  as  foon  as  he  thinks  it  proper  and  ne- 
'  cefiary  to^  do  fo  ;  and  till  then,  we  ought  to 
'  fuppofe,  either  that  none  fuch  are  wanted,  or 
'  that  it  is  not,  as  yet,  proper  to  think  of  them ; 

*  fo  that  even  from  the  very  nature  of  the  cafe, 

*  we  ought  to  wait  for  a  meftage,  or  fome  other 

*  fort  of  intimation  from  the  crown,  before  we 

*  begin  to  think  of  mxCthods  for  encouraging  our 
'  feamen,  or  any  other  part  of  his  Majefty's  fub- 
'  jedls,  to  do  their  duty,  in  the  profecution  of 
'  the  prefent  war.  If  we  bring  in  a  bill  for  this 
/  purpofe,  before  we  have  any  fuch  meftage,  or  any 

*  information  from  the  crown,  it  may  happen  to 

*  be  very  imperfedl  and  defedlive  -,  and  thus  we 
'  may  be  obliged  to  bring  in  two  bills,  for  what 
^  might  have  been  eafily  done  by  one,  which  is  a 

*  confequence  we  ought  as  much  as  poflible  to 

*  avoid- 

'  Whatever  other  gentlemen  may  think,    Sir, 

*  of  the  refpedt  that's  due  to  the  crown,  I  ihail 
*■'  always  be  againft  our  doing  what  may  in  the 

*  leaft  look  like  a  difrefpedt,  when  it  is  any  way 
^  pofTible  to  avoid  it ;  and  as  his  Majefty  has,  by 

*  the  laws  now  in  being,  a  fort  of  property  in 
^  every  prize  that  fhall  be  taken  by  his  fnips  of 

*  war,  I  cannot  but  think,  that  it  will  look  very 

*  much  like  a  piece  of  difrefped  in  us,  to  order 
Mn  a  bill  for  difpofmg  of  that  property,  without 

«  leaving 
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'  having  the  previous  confent  of  the  crown  figni- 
«  fy'd   to  us  by  meflage,    or  by  Tome  of  thofe 

*  other  methods,    by  which  the  pleafure  of  the 

*  crown  is  ufually  communicated  to  this  houfe. 
'  This,  I  think,  may  be  avoided,  by  poftponing 
«  the  motion  but  for  a  very  few  days,  which  I 
'  fhall  grant  will  be  a  delay  with  refped  to  the 

*  bringing  in  of  the  bill,  but  I  do  not  think  it 

*  Vv'ill  be  any  delay  with  refpedl  to  its  being  pafTed 
'  into  a  law;  becaufe,  I  believe,  the  delay  in 
«  bringing  it  in,  will  be  made  good  by  the 
'  difpatch  in  pafling  it  through  the  two  houfes  of 
*■  Parliament ;  when  a  bill  is  haftily  brought  in, 

*  it  is  generally  found  to  be  very  imperfcd  -,  and 

*  therefore  requires  mature  deliberation,  and  many 
'  amendments,    in  its  progrefs  through  the  two 

*  houfes,  which  alv/ays  takes  up  a  great  deal  of 
'  time :  Whereas,  when  it  is  maturely  conlidered, 

*  and  fully  concerted,   before  being  brought  in, 

*  the  firft  draught  of  the  bill  is  generally  fo  per- 

*  fed,  that  it  requires  but  few  amendments  \  and 

*  the  rapidity  of  its  progrefs  always  bears  a  pro- 

*  portion  to  the  maturity  of  its  firft  concodion. 

*  For  this  reafon,  as  the  pafTmg  of  any  law,  that 

*  may  be  neceflary  for  the  purpofes  intended  by 
'  the  bill  now  propofed,  will  not  be  retarded  by 
'  poftponing  the  motion  now  before  us,   I  hope 

*  the  honourable  gentleman  will  agree  to  it.' 

The   next   fpeaker   was    the   Lord   Baltimore^ 
whofe  fpeech  was  in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz, 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
*  Sir,  Although  I  am  far  from  fuppofing,  th^LtUxABaiw 

*  it  is  necefTary  for  us  to  have  a  meifage,  or  any  "''''  ''^""^  * 

*  other  fort  of  intimation  from  the  crown,  in  or- 
'  der  to  entitle  us  to  order  in  fuch  a  bill  as  is  now 

*  propofed  ;  yet  fince  thofe  gentlemen  who  have 
'-  fpoke  againil  the  motionj  f^em  fo  very  fond  of 

'  having 


ss^ 
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having:  a  mefTage  from  the  crown,  or  of  waiting 
till  we  have  fuch  a  one,  as  may  warrant  our 
agreeing  to  this  motion  :  I  muft  obferve,  that 
his  Majefty's  fpeech  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  mef- 
fage  fufficient  for  v/arranting  our  agreeing  to  this 
motion,  or  to  any  other  meafure,  we  think  may 
contribute  towards  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the 
prefent  war.  His  Majefty,  in  the  very  begin- 
ning of  his  fpeech,  has  told  us,  that  he  called 
us  together,  at  this  time,  fooner  than  has  been 
ufual  of  late  years,  that  he  might  have  the  m- 
mediate  advice  and  affiftance  of  his  Parliament, 
at  this  critical  and  important  conjundure  ;  and 
that  he  makes  no  doubt,  but  he  fhould  meet 
with  a  ready  and  vigorous  fupport  in  this  juft 
and  neceffary  v/ar.  Does  not  his  Majefty,  by 
thefe  vv'ords,  expreily  fignify  his  pleafure,  that 
we  fhould  'immediately  enter  upon  the  confi- 
deration  of  what  may  be  neceflary  for  his  fup- 
port in  the  prefent  war,  in  order  to  give  him 
our  advice  thereupon  ?  And  does  not  he  jfhew, 
that  he  expects,  we  fhould  readily  agree  to 
whatever  we  may  think  neceffary  for  that  fup- 
port ?  The  prefent  queftion  therefore  is  not. 
Whether  v/e  fliall  wait  for  a  mcflage  relating  to 
the  bill  now  pro po fed  •,  for  if  it  be  neceflary, 
or  may  contribute  to  a  vigorous  and  fuccefsful 
profecution  of  the  Vv'ar,  we  have  already,  in  his 
Majefty's  fpeech,  received  a  meflage  -,  fo  that 
the  only  queiiion  now  before  us,  is.  Whether 
the  regulations  intended  by  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, who  has  made  you  this  motion,  may 
be  neceflary,  or  may  contribute  to  encourage  our 
feamen  to  do  their  duty,  in  annoying  the  ene= 
my,  and  proteding  the  trade  of  our  fellow- 
fubjed:s,  both  in  Europe  and  America^  as  much 
as  ihall  lie  in  their  power  ,  and  this,  furely,  no 
gentleman  can  pretend  to  be  a  judge  of,  till  he 

'  fees 
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*  fees  the  bill,  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
'  propofes  to  bring  in. 

'  In  my  opinion,  therefore.  Sir,  no  gentleman 

*  can  be  againft  this  motion,  unlefs  he  be  of  opi- 

*  nion,  that  we  have  no  occafion  for  giving  any 

*  new  encouragement  to  our  feamen  to  enter 
'  themfelves  voluntarily  on   board  our  fhips  of 

*  war,  or  to  do  their  duty  v/hen  they  are  entered ; 

*  and  this  is  an  opinion  which,  I  think,  no  gen- 
*^  tleman  can  be  of,    that  considers  the  extreme 

*  backwardnefs    our    feamen    fhew,    in   entering 

*  themfelves  on  board  his  Majefty's  navy  •,  or  that 

*  confiders  the  inconveniencies  we  found  ourfelves 

*  expofed  to,  in  the  beginning  of  Queen  Anne'^ 

*  war.     The  former  of  thefe  evils   is  what  we 

*  now  feel,  and  the  latter  we  muft  certainly  kt\^ 

*  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  unlefs  we  make 
'  the  fame  provifion  againft  it,  that  v/as  made  in 

*  the  laft  war.  If  no  fuch  provifion  be  made, 
'  a  prize-office  muft  be  fet  up  ^  for  though  his 

*  Majefty  fhould  give  the  whole  to  the  captors, 

*  he  cannot  impower  them  to  appoint  their  own 
'  agents,  for  the  fale  and  diftribution  of  the 
*•  prize,  without  an  adt  of  Parliament  *,  and  if  a 

*  prize-office  be  fet  up,  can  any  one  expedt  that 
'  the  officers  and  clerks  of  that  office  will  be  more 

*  honeft,  or  lefs  rapacious  in  this  age,  than  they 

*  were  in  the  laft  ?  I  am  far  from  thinking  we 

*  have  improved  in  publick  virtue  fince  that  time : 
'  On  the  contrary,  I  believe,  that  a  felfifh  and  ra- 

*  paclous  fplrit  is  now  more  general,  than  it  was 

*  in  thofe  days ;  therefore,  I  am  convinced,  that 
'  a  prize- office  will  be  found  to  be  a  greater  op- 

*  preffion  upon  our  feamen  in  this  war,  than  it 
^  v/as  found  to  be  in  that  ;  and  for  this  reafon,  I 

*  think,  we  cannot  provide  too  foon  againft  it. 

'  Then,  with  regard  to  the  encouragem.ent  to 

*  be  given  to  our  fhips  of  war,  to  attack  thofe  of 

*  the  enemy,  I  fhall  grant,  Sir,  that  if  the  com- 

'  manders 
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^  manders  of  all  our  fliips  of  war  were  endued 
'  v/ith  a  true  heroick  fpirit,  they  would  be  as  rea- 

*  dy  to  attack  the  enemy  where  little  elfe  but 
'  hard  blows  is  to  be  got,  as  where  the  richeH: 

*  and  moft  defencelefs  prize  may  be  acquired  ; 

*  but  this  fpirit  of  heroifm  is  now,  I  believe,  no 

*  more  prevalent  than  it  was  in  the  laft  age  ;  and 

*  will,  I  am  convinced,  be  found  equally  ineffec- 
'  tual  for  the  end  propofed.     If  rewards  and  pu- 

*  niihments  were  duly  and  juftly  diftributed:  If 
'  merit   only  were   preferred,    and  cowardice   or 

*  negligence  ferverely  punifhed,   I  muft   confefs, 

*  it  would,  in  this  refped,  have  a  very  good  ef- 

*  hdi  upon  the  officers  of  his  Majefty's  navy ; 
'  but  without  derogating  from  our  prefent  excel- 

*  lent  minifters,    I  believe,    I  may  fay,    that  no 

*  greater  miracles  can  be  expecfled  from  them, 
'  than  were  pretended  to  by  thofe  great  men  that 

*  were  our  minifters  in  the  beginning  of  the  late 
'  Queen's  reign;  and  they,  we  find,  were  willing 
'  to  take  the  aid  of  an  a6l  of  Parliament,  and  a 

*  pecuniary  recompence,  for  encouraging  the  offi- 
'  cers  even  of  his  Majefty's  navy  to  do  their 
'  duty.  I  hope  our  prefent  minifters  will  follow 
'  their  exam.ple  ;  for  whatever  efFedl  a  juft  diftri- 

*  bution  of  preferments  may  have  upon  the  offi- 

*  cers  of  our  publick  (hips  of  war,    it  can  have 

*  but  very  little  effeCl:  upon  thofe  fhips  of  war 

*  that  may  be  fitted  out  by  private  men ;  and  in 
'  order  to  deftroy  that  fv/arm  of  privateers,  that 
^  have  been,  and  may  be  fitted  out  by  the  enemy, 
'  I  think  it  is  worth  our  while  to  purchafe  the 
'  afliftance  even  of  our  private  fiiips  of  war. 

'  Sir,  the  laws  now  propofed  to  be  revived, 
'  were  not  made  temporary,  becaufe  the  Parlia- 
'  ment  then  thought  there  would  be  no  occaflon 

*  for  them  in  any  future  war,  but  becaufe  they 

*  could  be  of  no  ufe  but  in  time  of  war ;  and 
'  that  Parliament,  certainly,  imagined,  that  after 

^      '  ^  they 
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*  they  had  introduced  the  precedent,  the  Parlla- 
'  ment  would  never  fall  to  revive  them,  as  loon 
'  as  any  new  war  fhould  break  out.  But  I  mufl 
^  obferve,  that  a  Jaw's  being  at  firft  made  tempo- 
^  rary,  is  no  argument  againft  its  being  of  perpe- 
'  tual  ufe.    It  is,  I  think,  in  a  free  country,  a  very 

*  prudential  caution,  never  to  make  any  law  at  firft 
^  perpetual.     It  is  time  enough  to  make  it  perpe- 

*  tual,  when  it  is  found  by  experience  to  be  a  good 

*  law,  and  no  way  hurtful  to  our  conftitution.     If 

*  this  caution  had  always  been  obferved,  I  believe, 
*■  we  have  now  feveral  perpetual  laws,  that,  if 
^  they  had  been  made  temporary  at  firft,  would 
'  never  have  met  with  the  honour  of  being  revi- 
'  ved,  far  lefs  of  being  made  perpetual. 

'  The  honourable  gentlemen  who  oppofe  this 
'  motion,  are  pleafed  to  tell  us,  Sir,  that  his  Ma- 
'  jefty  is  the  beft  judge  of  the  queftion.  Whether 
'  the  evils  now  apprehended,  may  be  prevented  by 
'  the  powers,  with  which  the  crt)wn  is  already, 
'  by  law,  invefted.  I  wifh  thefe  gentlemen  would 
'  leave  his  Majefty's  name  out  of  this  queftion,  as 
'  well  as  every  other.  It  is  not  his  Majefty,  but 
^  his  minifters  that  we  are  to  fuppofe  judges ;  and, 
'  I  hope,  his  minifters  will  not  take  it  amifs,  if  I 
'  fay,  that  I  think  this  houfe  as  good  a  judge  of 
'  this  or  any  other  queftion,  as  they  are.  There 
'  are  feveral  gentlemen  in  this  houfe,  that  know 
'  the  powers,  with  which  the  crown  ftands,  by 
'  law,  invefted,  as  well  as  minifters  can  do,  and, 
^  I  believe,  they  are  more  impartial  judges;  for 

*  minifters  are  apt  to  be  partial  in  favour  of  the 
'  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  and  to 

*  fuppofe  them  much  more  extenfive  than  they 
'  really  are.     One  may  eafily  guefs  from  the  ex- 

*  pired  laws  that  have  been  read  to  usj  that  feveral 
^  things  are  intended  to  be  done  by  this  bill,  which. 
^  cannot  be  done  by  any  of  the  powers  with  which 
^  the  crown  now^  ftands  invefted,  and  yet  they  are 

Vol.  XVIIL  A  a  *  fuch 
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'  fuch  things  as  every  man  muft  allow  to  be  ne- 
'  cefTary  for  encouraging  his  Majefty's  fubjedls,  of 

*  ail  ranks  and  degrees,  to  alTift  and  to  do  their 
'  duty  in  the  profecution  of  the  prefent  war. 

'  For  this  reafon,  Sir,  fuppofe  our  minifters  had 

*  done  all  that  was  in  the  power  of  the  crown  to 
'  do,  for  the  encouragement  of  our  feamen  in  the 
'  prefent  war,  yet,  it  could  be  no  argument  againft 
'  the  utility  of  the  bill  now  propofed.     But,  when 

*  we  confider,  that  all  has  not  been  done  that  was 
'  in  the  power  of  the  crown  to  do,  it  renders  it 

*  not  only  neceflary  to  bring  in  this  bill,  but  to 
'  bring  it  in  as  foon  as  poffible.  It  was  in  the 
'  power  of  the  crown,  to  have  promifed  to  give 
'  the  whole  value  of  every  prize  that  fhould  be 
'  taken,  to  the  captors.  This  is  fo  far  from  having 
'  been  done,  that  w^e  are  told,  it  is  not  to  be  done. 
'  I  feel  as  fenfibly  as  any  man,  the  fufferings  of 
'  our  merchants,  but  I  am-  not  for  putting  the  en- 
'  couragement  of  our  feamen,  and  confequently 
'-the  fuccefs  of  the  war,  on  a  balance  with  giving 

*  them  a  little  immediate  reparation ;  and  therefore, 
'  what  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  fpoke  firft 

*  againft  this  motion,  has  told  us,  is,  in  my  opi- 
'  nion,  a  ftrong  argument  for  our  bringing  in  and 
'  paffing  this  bill.     His  Majefty  has  called  us  to- 

*  gether  fooner  than  ufual,  in  order  to  have  our 
'  -advice :  If  then,  his  minifters  have  committed  a 
'  miftake,  ought  net  we,  in  duty  to  our  Sovereign, 

*  to  redify  that  miftake  as  foon  as  polfible  ?  With 

*  regard  to  the  prizes  already  taken,  no  gentleman, 
'  I  believe,  will  be  for  altering  any  thing  of  what 
'  his  Majefty  has  done;  but,  with  regard  to  all 

*  future  prizes,  I  hope  we  fnall  give  the  feamen 
^  the  Vv'hole,  in  order  to  encourage  them  to  be  vi- 
'  gilant  and  adcive  in  doing  their  duty.  No  fuf- 
'  fering  merchant,  that  has  prudence  and  a  regard 
'  for  his  country,  will  repine  at  this ;  becaufe,  if 

*  we  pufii  the  war  with  vigour,  and  providence 

«  does 
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^  does  not  declare  againfi:  us,  we  {h?Al  obtain  full 

'  reparation  for  them  by  an  honourable  peace,  be- 

^  fore,  perhaps,  even  the  prizes  already  taken  fhall 

*  be  difpofed  of  and  divided  amongft  them. 

'  But  fuppofe.  Sir,  it  were  right  to  give  the 
^  fuffering  merchants  a  fhare  of  every  prize,  ought 
^  not  this  fhare  to  have  been  afcertained  and  pub- 

*  lickly  declared  before  now,  that  our  feamen 
'  might  have  known  what  they  were  to  expe6t 
^  from  the  prizes  that  were  to  be  taken  by  their 
'  condudt  and  courage  ?  Difcretionary  powers  are, 
'I  know,  of  all  powers,  the  greateft  favourites 

*  with  minifters  -,  but  thofe  minifters  muft  have  a 
^  moft  extravagant  love  for  difcretionary  powers, 

*  who  will  not  depart  from  them,  or  limit  them, 

*  even   by   their  own   ad:   and   deed,    in   a  cafe 

*  where  the  fuccefs  of  their  country  depends  upon 

*  a  limitation  of  fome  kind  or  other.  At  prefent 
^  our  feamen  do  not  know,  that  they  are  to  have 
*■  any  fhare  of  the  prizes  they  take ;  and  this  may, 

*  probably,  be  one  of  the  reafons  that  has  made 
'  them  appear  fo  much  averfe  to  his  Majefty's 
'  fervice.  If  our  miniflers  have  refolved,  after 
^  referving  a  fmall  fhare  for  our  fuffering  mer- 
^  chants,  to  give  the  whole  refidue  to  the  captors, 
'  why  referve  this  refolution  in  petlo  ?   why  not 

*  publifti  it  by  proclamation  ?  This  is  what  they 
'  might  have  done,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  now 
^  lodged  in  the  crown :  This  would  certainly  have 
^  been  more  agreeable  to  our  feamen,  than  to  re- 

*  main  in  that  uncertainty,  under  which  they  la- 
^  bour  at  prefent ;  and,  fince  it  has  not  been  done 
'  by  proclamation,  I  think  we  ought,  as  foon  as 

*  pofTible,  to  endeavour  to  do  it  by  adl  of  Par- 

*  liament.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  fhall  we  wait  till  t\\z 
'  miniflers   come   and  defire   us    to   reclify  their 

*  miftakes  ?  Surely,  no  member  of  this  houfe  v/ill 
'  fay,  that  fuch  a  delay  would  be  confifient  with 
^  the  duty,  or  the  dignity  of  Parliament. 

A  a  2  '^  If 
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«  If  the  bill  now  propofed  were  a  new  bill :  If 
'  it  were  a  bill  that  had  never  been  thought  of 

*  before,  there  might  be  fome  occafion  for  mature 

*  deliberation,  and  by  confidering  it  maturely,  be- 

*  fore  moving  for  leave  to  bring  it  in,  the  time 

*  might  be  fhortened,    that  v/ould  otherwife   be 

*  neceflary  for  drawing  it  up.  But  this  is  not  the 
'  cafe :  The  bill  moved  for,  is  no  new  bill.  It  is 
'  a  bill  only  for  reviving  a  law  that  was  found  ne- 

*  cefTary  in  the  laft  war,  and  which,  from  the  na- 

*  ture  of  things,  muft  appear  to  be  neceflary  in 

*  this.     Befides,  the  very  bill  now  propofed,  was 

*  fully  confidered,  and  adlually  brought  in,  two 

*  years  ago :  I  believe  there  will  be  occafion  for 

*  very  little  alteration,  unlefs  it  be  in  the  preamble; 

*  and,  if  any  of  thofe  concerned  in  the  adminiftra- 

*  tlon  think,  that  there  were  any  faults  or  deficien- 

*  cies  in  the  former  bill,  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will 

*  aflift  in  the  drawing  up  of  this  bill,  in  order  to 

*  have  thofe  faults  or  deficiencies  redlified  -,  there- 
'  fore,  I  can  fee  no  reafon  for  poftponing  the  mo- 
'  tion,  nor  do  I  think  that  the  delay  thereby  occa- 

*  fioned,  can  be  made  good  by  any  difpatch  that 
'  can  afterwards  be  given  in  pafling  it  through  the 

*  feveral  branches  of  our  legiflature ;  for  which 
'  reafon,  if  the  queftion  be  put  upon  my  honoura- 

*  ble  friend's  motion,  and  I  hope  he  will  not  part 

*  with  it,  I  fnall  certainly  give  my  affirmative  to 
'  the  queflion.* 

John  Ho-zv^  Efq;  now  Lord  Chedworth^  then  rofe 
up,  and  fpoke  to  this  t^^^. 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  How'i       *  Sir,   I  have  read  over  and  confidered  his  Ma- 

fp«ec,i.        '  jefly's  fpeech  with  as  much  care  as  I  ever  did  any 

'  thing,  and  if  ,1  may  be  allowed  to  underfland 

'  the  EngUfh  language,  I  am  fure,  there  is  not  a 

'  word  in  the  whole  fpeech  that  can  be  fuppofed  to 

«  relate 
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relate  to  the  bill  now  moved  for.  With  regard 
to  the  fupplies  neceflary  for  the  fervice  of  the 
enfuing  year,  the  fpeech  may,  indeed,  be  allow- 
ed to  be  fome  fort  of  merfage,  and  I  hope  we 
fhall  comply  with  it  both  readily  and  unanimouf- 
jy  i  but  with  regard  to  any  thing  elfe,  we  may, 
1  think,  as  well  call  it  a  prayer,  or  a  command, 
as  a  meflage.  His  Majefty  has,  'tis  true,  told 
us,  that  he  has  called  us  together  fooner  than  u- 
fual,  in  order  to  have  our  advice  at  this  important 
jundure*,  but,  if  we  have  any  thing  to  offer  by 
way  of  advice,  we  ought  to  do  it  by  way  of  an 
addrefs,  which  is  the  ufual  way  of  communicating 
our  thoughts  to  the  crown,  with  regard  to  any 
thing  we  think  ought  to  be  done.  I  muft  think, 
that  it  is  a  pretty  odd,  and  a  new  way  of  offer- 
ing advice  to  the  crown,  to  do  it  by  way  of  bill, 
and  by  a  fort  of  bill  too,  that  makes  a  direct  in- 
croachment  upon  the  prerogative  royal;  for  if  it 
be  intended  by  the  bill  now  propofed,  to  give 
the  whole  of  every  prize  that  fhall  be  taken,  to 
the  captors,  I  muft  fay,  the  bill  v/ill,  in  my  opi- 
nion, be  a  direct  incroachment  upon  the  preroga- 
tives of  the  crown,  among  which,  that  of  having 
the  difpofition  and  diftribution  of  every  thing 
taken  from  the  enemy,  is  certainly  one. 
'  By  our  prefent  conflitution,  Sir,  the  crown 
may  difpofe  of  what  is  taken  from  the  enemy, 
as  a  reward  to  the  captors,  and  to  encourage 
others  to  take  as  much  as  they  can  from  the  ene- 
my, in  which  cafe,  the  crovv-n  has  the  power  of 
proportioning  that  reward  to  the  behaviour  of 
each  man  concerned  in  the  capture,  which  will 
always  have  a  great  effed  upon  the  behaviour  of 
private  men;  whereas,  if  you  give  the  v/hole, 
thus  by  the  lum.p,  to  the  captors,  you  put  it  ouf 
of  the  power  of  the  publick  to  reward  the  brave- 
ry, or  punifh  the  indolence,  of  any  officer  or 
feaman  concerned  in  his  Majefty's  navy.  The 
A  a  3  '  whole 
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*  whole   will   depend   upon   the   chance  of  war, 

*  which,  in  every  fort  of  war,  muft  be  allowed  to 

*  be  very  whimfical,  but  in  a  naval  war  it  is  more 
'  whimfical  than  in  any  other.     A  rich  galleon,  or 

*  SpaniJJj  regifter-fhip  may  efcape  a  moft  diligent 

*  adm>iral  or  captain  in  the  Wejl -Indies,  or  about 
'  the  Canaries,  and,  by  mere  accident,  may  fall 
'  into  the  hands  of  a  moft  flothful  and  negligent 
'  commander  upon  the  coafts  of  Spain.     In  this 

*  cafe,  furely,  it  would  be  juftice  to  give  fome  part 

*  of  the  prize  to  thofe  who  had  been  diligent  in 
'  looking  out  for  her,  and  but  a  very  fmall  part  to 

*  thofe  who,  perhaps,  by  their  floth,  and  not  by 

*  their  diligence,  had  met  with  her;  but  if  the  bill 
'  now  propofed,  fliould  pafs  into  a  law,  the  floth- 

*  ful  mufh  have  the  whole,  and  thofe  who  were 
'  diligent,  and  perhaps  by  that  diligence,  threw 
'  the  prize  in  the  other's  v/ay,  muft  have  nothing. 
'  What  an  eired  this  may  have  upon  the  behavi- 
'  our,  both  of  our  ofticers  and  feamen,  I  fnall  leave 

*  to  thofe  that  hear  me,  to  confider. 

'  In  all   other   limited  governments,    Sir,    the 

*  power  of  the  fupreme  magiftrate  is  always  made 

*  rnore  extenfive  in  time  of  war  than  in  time  of 
'  peace ;  and  the  more  dangerous  the  war,  the 
'  more  extenfive  the  power  of  the  fuprem.e  magi- 

*  ftrate  is  rendered.  Amongft  the  Romans,  who 
'  were  as  jealous  of  their  liberties  as  any  people 
'  ought  in  reafon  to  be,  a  moil  abfolute  and  arbi- 
'  trary  government  always  took  place,  Vv'hen  they 
*-  found  themfelves  engaged  in  a  dangerous  war. 
'  What  the  prefent  war  may  be  to  this  nation,  no 
'  one  can  as  yet  tell:  I  fball  grant,  we  have  as  yet, 
'  no  great  reafon  to  be  much  afraid  of  its  confe- 
'  quences :  As  long  as  Spain  ftands  fingle,  and  a- 
S  lone  againfl  us,  I  believe  we  never  fhall  j  but  who 

*  knows  what  other  powers  may  engage  ?  and,  if 

*  fome  of  the  other  powers  of  Europe  fhould  en- 
'  gage  againft  us,  they  may  render  the  war  not 

*  only 
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'  only  burdenfome,  but  dangerous  to  this  nation ; 

*  in  which  cafe,  I  fhould  not  think  it  very  prudent, 
<  to  put  reftraints  upon  the  power  of  our  Sovereign, 

*  which  our  conftitution  is  very  little  acquainted 
'  with,  and  whofe  confequences  we  had  no  oppor- 

*  tunity  of  knowing  in  the  late  war,  both  becaufe 

*  it  did  not  laft  but  for  a  few  years  after  the  regu- 

*  lations,  now  propofed  to  be  revived,  were  made, 

*  and  becaufe,  from  the  time  they  were  made,  it 

*  was  rather  a  land  than  a  naval  war,  the  enemy 
'  having  been,  in  fome  meafure,  drove  quite  out 

*  of  the  feas,  fome  time  before  the  6th  of  Queen 
'  Afine, 

'  But,  Sir,  fuppofe  there  were  no  objedion  to 

*  be  made  againft  any  of  the  regulations  intended 

*  by  the  bill,  now  moved  for,  what  occafion  have 

*  v/e  to  be  in  fuch  a  hurry,  as  to  order  the  bill  to 

*  be  brought  in  the  very  fecond  day  of  the  feiTion? 

*  Let  the  bill  be  brought  in  and  pafTed  when  we 
'  will,  we  cannot  make  it  commence  till  after 
^  Chriftmas\  becaufe,  by  treaties  long  fmce  entered 

*  into,  we  are  engaged  to  reftore  all  goods  and 

*  effedls,  found  on  board  the  (hips  of  any  nation 

*  we  are  at  war  with,  if,  upon  examination,  it  fhali 

*  appear,  that  they  belonged  to  any  of  our  allies, 

*  and  that  the  fhip  was  taken  within  fo  many 
'  weeks,  in  the  feas  of  Europe  or  fo  many  months, 

*  in  the  feas  of  Africa  or  the  Indies^  after  the  de- 
'  claration  of  war.  Now,  as  the  war  againft  Spain 
'  was  declared  but  the  23d  o^  0 Etcher  laft,  we  can- 
'  not  pretend  to  give  to  the  captors,  the  goods  or 

*  eftedts  of  our  allies,  v/hich  may  be  taken  even  in 
'  the  feas  of  Europe^  before  Chrijimas  next  \  there- 
'  fore,  if  we  were  now  to  pafs  the  bill,  as  well  as 
'  order  it  to  be  brought  in,  we  could  not  make  it 
'  begin  to  take  eifed  before  fome  day  in  January 
^  next;  and,  before  that  time,  it  may  be  pafTed 
'  into  a  law,  even  though  it  ftiould  not  be  brought 
^  in,  or  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  for  this  week  or 

A  a  4  ^  ten 
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^  tea  days  to  come.  For  this  reafon,  Sir,  I  can 
^  fee  no  occafion  for  being  in  a  hurry  about  or- 
^  dering  this  bill  to  be  brought  in,  efpecially  as 
'  fome  gentlemen  feem  to  think  it  inconfiftent 
'  with  that  refped  which  is  due  to  the  crown  , 

*  for  fmce  the  pafTing  of  the  bill  can  have  no 
^efFedl  till  the  day  of  its  commencement,  and 
^  fince  the  poftponing  of  the  motion  will  not  poft- 

*  pone  the  day  of  its  commencement,  I  think  we 
^  ought  to  have  fo  much  complaifance  for  one 
'  another,  as  to  poflpone  a  motion  which  may, 

*  in  a  few  days  hence,  be  unanimoufly  agreed  to, 
'  even  by  thofe  who  this  day  find  fault  with  its 
^  having  been  made. 

*  Sir,  I  fhall  always  be  again  ft  our  ftiewing  a 

*  refped,  either  to  the  crown  or  to  minifters, 
'  that   is   inconfiftent   with    the   dignity   of  this 

*  houfe  •,   but  in  the  prefent  cafe,   1  muft  think 

*  the  delay  defired,  fo  far  from  being  inconfiftent 

*  with  our  dignity,  that  I  think  it  would  be  in- 

*  confiftent  with  the  refped  we  owe  to  the  crown,, 

*  not  to  comply  with  it.     I  even  wifli  the  motion 

*  had  not  been  made,  till  fome  meflage  for  that 

*  purpofe  had  been  fent  to  us  from  the  crown, 

*  The  bill  is  certainly  in  its  own  nature,  a  bill  of 

*  grace  and  favour :  Our  feamen  will  look  upon 
'  it  as   fuch,    and  will  think  themfelves   highly 

*  obliged  to  thofe  who  were  the  authors  of  it. 

*  For  this  reafon  I  wifh,  the  firft  ftep  tow^ards  its 
'  introduction  had  been  made  by  the  crov/n :  I 
'  think  we  are  in  duty,  as  well  as  out  of  refped: 

*  to  his  Majefty,  bound  to  allow  fuch  a  bill  to 

*  owe  its  birth  to  him.  If  the  motion  be  poft- 
'  poned  but  for  a  few  days,    we  may  probably 

*  have  a  mefiage  from  his  Majefty  for  that  pur- 

*  pofe  ;  and  furely,  thofe  v\?ho  think  it  a  right 
'  thing,  will  be  willing  his  Majefty  ftiould  have 

*  the  merit  of  propofing  it.  The  motion  that 
^  has  been  made,  will  derogate  a  little  from  that 

'  *  merit » 
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*  merit  •,    but,   as  I  am  convinced,  that  no  gen- 

*  tleman  has  a  greater  regard  for  his  Majefty  than 

*  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion, 

*  I  hope  that  now,  after  he  has  confidered  it,  he 

*  will  endeavour  to  leflen  the  bad  effects  it  may 

*  have,  by  preventing  its  appearing  in  our  votes, 
^  which  he  may  prevent,  by  not  infifting  upon 

*  the  queftlon.- 

The  next  that  fpoke  was  Edzmrd  Hoper^  Efq; 
whofe  fpeech  was  in  fubftance  thus : 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
'  Sir,  As  I  was  one  of  thofe  who  were  fan-  ^^-  ^'P^'* 

*  guine  for  having  fuch  a  bill  as  this  pafled  into  a  ^"^  * 
'  law  two  years  ago,  when  a  bill  of  the  fame  na- 

*  ture  with  what  is  now  propofed  was  a6i:ually 

*  brought  in,  it  cannot  be  expedled  that  I  fhould 
'  be  againft  having  fuch  another  bill  brought  in, 

*  and  pafled  into  a  law,   in  this  feflion  of  Par- 

*  liament,  when  fuch  a  law  feems  to  be  more  ne- 
'  ceflary  than  It  was  at  that  time.     With  regard 

*  to  the  prefent  motion,  if  it  had  not  been  made, 

*  I  fhould  have  been  againft  making  it  fo  very 
^  early  in  the  feflion.     I  fliould  have  been  for 

*  giving  an  opportunity  to  thofe  who  have  the 

*  honour  of  adviflng  his  Majefl:y,    to  have  ad- 

*  vifed  him  to  fend  fome  fort  of  meflage  to  this. 

*  houfe,  (fmce  he  mentioned  nothing  of  it  in  hl& 

*  fpeech)  deflring  to  have  fuch  a  law  made,  as  is 

*  now  propofed  •,  becaufe  it  is  a  law  that  will,  I 

*  am  convinced,  give  great  fatisfadlon  to  the  peo- 
'  pie  in  general,  and  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  of 
'  confiderable   fervice   in  the  profecutlon  of  the 

*  war.     If  his  Majefly  had,    in  his  fpeech,    re- 

*  commended  fuch  a  law  to  our  confideratlon,  it 

*  would  have  convinced  the  world  of  what  I  am 

*  fure  is  true,  with  refped  to  his  Majefl:y,  that 

*  we  are  ferious  and  firmly  refolved,  not  only  to 

2  '  carrj 
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carry  on  the  v/ar,  but  to  carry  it  on  with  the 
utmoft  vigour  j  and  therefore,  I  was  forry  to 
find  no  mention  made  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech, 
of  reviving  thofe  laws  that  were  found  neceilary 
for  carrying  on  the  laft  heavy  war  we  were  en- 
gaged in. 

'  A  paragraph  for  this  purpofe.  Sir,  would,  I 
believe,  have  had  a  very  good  effedt  upon  the 
minds  of  the  people  -,  and  though  it  was  then 
negledled,  yet,  I  fliould  have  been  for  delaying 
this  motion  a  few  days,  for  the  purpofe  I  have 
mentioned.  But  now,  that  the  motion  is  made, 
I  fhall  be  againft  its  being  poftponed,  and  I 
hope  no  gentleman  v/ill  think  of  having  a  nega- 
tive put  upon  it.  Whether  it  appears  in  our 
printed  votes  or  no,  it  v;ill  be  heard  of  without 
doors.  Even  the  populace,  and  particularly  our 
feamen,  will  hear  that  fuch  a  motion  has  been 
made  in  Parliament,  and  that  it  was  made  with- 
out any  efFedl,  which  will  be  attended  with 
very  unlucky  confequences.  Let  us  confider 
the  eircumftances  we  are  in,  and  the  confe- 
quences of  poftponing,  or  putting  a  negative 
upon  fuch  a  motion.  We  are  engaged  in  war 
with  an  enemy  that  cannot  be  attacked  by  us, 
nor  can  they  attack  us,  but  by  fea.  For  this 
reafon,  we  have  occafion  for  a  great  number  of 
feam.en  ;  for  without  them,  we  can  neither  at- 
tack the  enemy,  nor  defend  ourfclves.  From 
whatever  caufes  it  may  proceed,  we  find,  by 
experience,  that  our  feamen  are  unwilling  to  en- 
ter into  his  Majeily's  fervice.  In  thefe  circum.- 
ftances,  will  not  our  -putting  a  negative  upon 
this  motion,  or  even  our  poftponing  it,  render 
our  feamen  more  backward  than  ever,  to  enter 
into  his  Majefty's  fervice  ?  It  will  be  impoflible 
to  make  them  underftand  the  reafons  affigned 
for  poftponing  it,  or  to  make  them  believe  that 
it  will  be  fhortly  refumed  :  They  will  look  upon 

'  the 
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'  the  delay  as  an  abfolute  refufal  to  bring  in  or 

*  pafs  fuch  a  bill,  and  thereupon  they  will  natu- 
'  rally  reafon  thus  with  themfelves :  What  fhould 

*  we  enter  into  the  Kind's  fervice  for  ?  We  can 

*  have   higher   wages   in   the   merchant  fervice ; 

*  and,  by  what  has  happened  in  Parliament  we 

*  may  fee,  that  we  are  to  have  no  fhare,  or  but  a 
'  fmall  fhare,  of  any  prizes  we  may  take.  Will 
'  not  this  make  them  avoid  entering  into  his  Ma- 
'  jeily's  fervice  as  much  as  they  can?  And  this 
'  muft  of  courfe  retard,  if  not  difappoint  fome 
*•  of  our  defigns  againft  the  enemy. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman   who   fpoke   laft 

*  has  told  us,  that  the  bringing  in  of  fuch  a  bill 
'  can  have  no  effedl  till  it  be  pafTed  into  a  law. 

*  Sir,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  differ  from  him.  The 
^  very  motion  for  bringing  it  in,  the  motion  that 

*  is  now  before  us,  if  it  be  agreed  to,  will  have  a 
'  very  great  and  good  effed:.  It  will  fhew  our 
^  feamen,  that  they  are  to  have  the  whole  of 
'  every  prize  they  take,  divided  among  them, 
'  and  managed,   difpofed  of,   and  diftributed  by 

*  agents  chofen  by  themfelves.     This  will  make 

*  them  confider,   that  belides  their  wages,    they 

*  have  a  good  chance  of  enriching  themfelves  and 

*  their  families,  by  being  in  the  King's  fervice  ; 
'  and  this  will  of  courfe  make  them  fond  of  be- 
'  ing  in  the  fervice.  I  believe  there  will  flill  be  a 
'  want  of  feamen,  as  there  always  muft  be  at  the 
'  beginning  of  a  war,  unlefs  we  keep  in  continual 

*  pay,  a  large  body  of  feamen  even  in  time  of 
'  peace  \  but,  it  will  probably  remove  that  want 
'  of  feamen  in  his  Majefty's  fervice,  which  is 
'  now  fo  fenfibly  felt,  and  fo  much  complained 
'  of,  even  by  thofe  who  are  for  poftponing  this 

*  motion.  Therefore,  do  not  let  us  do  a  real  in- 
'  jury  to  his  Majefty's  fervice,   by  fhewing  an  un- 

*  feafonable,  and  perhaps  I  may  fay,  an  imaginary 

*  refped  to  the  crown. 

*  I 
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*  I  was,  indeed,  furprlzed,  Sir,  to  hear  it  pre- 
tended or  infinuated,  that  we  could  not  make 
this  bill  commence  till  the  month  of  January 
next,  becaufe  of  the  treaties  between  us,  and 
fome  of  the  powers  of  Europe^  who  are  now' 
our  allies  and  good  friends.  1  know,  Sir,  that 
by  fome  of  thofe  treaties,  the  goods  of  our 
friends  or  allies  are  not  to  be  confifcated,  though 
found  on  board  an  enemy's  fhip,  if  it  ihall  ap- 
pear that  thofe  goods  were  fhipped  on  board 
that  vefTel,  before  the  declaration  of  war,  or 
within  fo  many  weeks  or  months  after  the  de- 
claration of  war,  as  are  mentioned  in  the  re- 
fpedive  treaties.  Bat  what  has  this  to  do  with 
the  bill,  now  propofed  to  be  brought  in  ?  Our 
feamen  are  not,  by  this  bill,  to  get  any  title  to 
a  fhip  or  cargo  taken  from  the  enemy,  till  both 
be  condemned  by  our  courts  of  admiralty,  as 
lawful  prize.  Can  the  goods  of  friends,  though 
found  on  board  an  enemy's  fhip,  be  condemned 
as  lawful  prize,  when  it  appears  that  thofe 
goods  ought,  by  treaty,  or  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, to  be  reftored  to  the  proper  owners  }  In 
this  cafe,  the  law  is  extremely  plain,  and  care 
will  certainly  be  taken  in  the  drawing  up  of  the 
bill,  not  to  alter  it,  or  render  it  doubtful,  by 
any  claufe,  or  any  expreffions  in  the  bill.  The 
bill  is  to  be  drawn  up,  upon  the  plan  of  thofe 
expired  laws  that  have  been  read  to  you,  and 
can  it  be  faid  that  there  is  any  thing  in  either  of 
them,  that  could  authorize  a  judge-admiral  to 
condemn  as  lawful  prize,  all  goods  found  on 
board  an  enemy's  fhip,  even  though  it  fhould 
be  made  appear,  that  fome  of  them  belonged 
to  the  fubjeds  of  a  nation  in  friendfhip  with  us ; 
and  that  they  were  fhipped  on  board  that  vefTel 
before  our  declaration  of  war  againfl  Spain^  or 
even  after  that  declaration,  but  within  the  times 
refpedively  limited  by  treaty  ?  What  then  fhould 

*  hindei: 
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'  hinder  us  from  making  the  bill  begin  to  have 

*  effe6t,  as  foon  as  it  fhall  receive  the  Royal 
'  Aflent?  Therefore,  we  ought  to  pafs  the  bill  as 

*  foon  as  poflible,  becaufe  it  will  encourage  the 

*  officers  and  feamen  of  his  Majefty's  navy  to  be 

*  watchful  and  diligent  in  looking  out  for,  and 

*  taking  all  ihips  belonging  to  the  enemy ;   and 

*  we  fhould,  as  foon  as  poffible,  order  the  bill  to 

*  be  brought  in,   becaufe  that  very  order  will  in- 

*  duce  our  feamen  to  enter  themfelves  voluntarily 

*  on  board  his  Majefty's  navy.  And  as  our  poft- 
'  poning  or  difagreeing  to  the  motion,  now  it  is 
'  made,  will  have  a  quite  contrary  effedl,  when 

*  gentlemen  confider  the  circumftances  we  are  in, 
'  and  the  confequences  of  poftponing  fuch  a  mo- 

*  tion,  I  hope  they  will  depart  from  their  pundti- 
'  lio  of  refpedl  to  the  crown,  and  allow  the  mo- 

*  tion  to  have,  what  it  ought  to  have,  the  unani- 

*  mous  approbation  of  this  houfe.' 

Sir  Jobn  Barnard  was  the  next  that  rofe  up  in 
this  debate,  and  his  fpeech  was  to  the  eifedl  as 
follows,  viz, 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
'  Sir,  The  queftion  has  been  fo  fully  canvafTed  ^^S-a 
^  by  thofe  who  have  already  fpoken  in  this  debate,  fpeech. 

*  that  I  fhall  take  up  but  very  little  of  your  time, 

*  with  what  I  have  to  fay  upon  the  fubjed:.     I 

*  find.  Sir,  that  the  gentlemen,  who  have  oppo- 
'  fed  this  motion,  pretend  a  refpedt  to  the  crown, 
'  as  the  chief  caufe  of  their  prefent  oppofition, 

*  and  that  they  are  not  againfl  the  bill,  but  again fl 
'  its  being  moved  for,  till  we  have  fome  meffage 

*  from  his  Majetty,  for  that  purpofe ;  but  I  muil 
'  obferve,  that  moft  of  thofe  who  have  fpoke 
'  againft  the  motion,  have  thrown  out  feveral 
'  things  againfl  the  bill  itfelf ;  and  therefore,  as 

*  fbme  of  them  may  be  fuppofed  ^o  have  fome 

'  influence 
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influence  in  his  Majefty's  councils,  I  am  afraid 
that,  if  we  poflpone  the  motion  till  we  have 
a  meflage  from  the  crown,  w^e  mufl:  poftpone  it 
till  the  end  of  this  feffion,  and,  perhaps,  till 
the  end  of  the  war ;  for  I  doubt  much,  if  ever 
a  minifl:er,  or  the  favourite  of  a  minifter,  will 
freely  and  heartily  concur  in  the  bringing  in,  or 
paffing  of  fuch  a  bill  j  and,  indeed,  I  do  not 
wonder  at  it. 

'  The  point  really  in  difpute  is,  about  taking 
from  the  crown,  one  of  thofe  difcretionary 
powers,  it  is  at  prefent  poflefled  of  ^  and  in  fuch 
a  difpute.  Sir,  I  am  no  way  furprized  at  hearing 
the  continuance,  and  the  utility  of  that  power, 
argued  for,  by  the  gentlemen  who  have,  or  the 
favourites  of  thofe  who  have  the  exercife  of  all 
the  difcretionary  powers  of  the  crown,  in  their 
hands  ;  for  minifters  are  extremely  apt  to  fan- 
cy they  fee  great  advantages  in  every  prero- 
gative of  the  crown,  and  to  be  quite  blind,  as 
to  the  difadvantages  it  may  be  attended  with. 
But,  as  I  have  not  the  honour  to  be  concerned 
in  exercifing  any  fuch  powers ;  nor,  I  believe, 
the  good  fortune  to  be  much  in  the  good  graces 
of  thofe  that  are,  I  can  judge  of  the  difcre- 
tionary powers  of  the  crov/n  with  lefs  prejudice, 
and  I  can  fay  without  fear,  that  I  am  againft  all 
fuch,  where  it  is  not  abfolutely  neceffary ;  for  I 
look  upon  a  difcretionary  power  to  be  very  near 
a-kin  to  an  arbitrary  one  ;  and  am,  therefore, 
for  having  as  f^w  fach  as  poflibie. 
'  I  ihall  grant,  ^ir,  that  difcretionary  powers 
would  be  of  great  ufe  to  fociety,  if  they  were 
always  to  be  exercifed  by  men  of  confummate" 
prudence,  deep  penetration,  and  ftridl  juftice; 
but,  as  thefe  are  qualities  that  do  not  often  be- 
long to  the  minifters  of  Kings,  I  am,  therefore, 
for  trufting  them  with  as  few  difcretionary  pow- 
ers as  poflibie.  At  prefent,  the  crown  has,  'tis 
2  *  truey 
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^  true,  the  fole  property  in  all  prizes  taken  from 

^  the  enemy,  by  his  Majefty's  fhips  of  war  ;  but, 

'  I  muft  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  this  property 

*  is  vefted  in  the  crown,  only  as  truftee  for  the 

*  pubiick  •,  becaufe,  tliQ  whole  ought  to  be  difpo- 
'  fed  of,  in  the  mofl:  prudent  manner,  for  the  be- 
^  neiit  of  the  pubiick  -,  and  minifters  may  be  pu- 
^  nifned  for  a  mifapplication  of  that,  as  well  as 
^  any  other  property  belonging  to  the  pubiick  ;  fo 

*  that  the  power  of  difpofing  of  thofe  prizes,  is 
^  not,  even  as  the  law  ftands  at  prefent,  altoge- 

*  ther  difcretionary,  nor,  is  it  near  fo  arbitrary, 
^  as  fome  people  may,  perhaps,  imagine. 

*  As  our  laws  ftand  at  prefent,  the  crown,  or 

*  rather  the  minifters  of  the  crown,  have,  I  fhall 

*  admit,  a  difcretionary  power,  to  apply  the  pro- 

*  duce  of  thofe  prizes  that  may  be  taken  from  the 
'  enemy,  by  his  Majefty's  iliips  of  war,  to  what 

*  pubiick  fer vices  they  pleafe,  and  in  what  man- 
'  ner  they  pleafe.  If  I  thought  that  the  power 
«  they  have,  would  always,  or  even  for  the  mod 
'  part,  be  made  ufe  of,  in  the  moft  juft  and  pru- 
^  dent  manner,    for  the  fervice  of  the  pubiick, 

*  and  for  that  only,  I  iliould  be  loth  to  take  it 

*  from  them  -,  I  know  it  might  be  of  great  fer- 
'  vice,  to  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the  crown, 
'  to  grant  a  larger  fhare  of  the  prize,  to  fome  of 
'  the  captors,  than  to  others  ♦,  and  fometimes  to 
'  grant  a  fhare  of  the  prize,  even  to  thofe  who 
^  were  not  immediately  concerned  in  the  capture. 
^  I  know  that  fome  of  thofe  who  have,  by  a  law, 

*  a  title  to  their  fhare  of  a  prize,  may  fometimes 
'  behave  in  fuch  a  negligent,  or  cowardly  man- 
^  ner,  as  to  deferve  punifhment  rather  than  a  re- 

*  ward  ;  and,  therefore,  it  would  be  of  fervice 
'  to  th€  pubiick,  to  leave  a  difcretionary  power  in 
•^  the  crown,  to  reward  the  captors,  according  to 
^  their  feveral  deferts,  if  it  could  be  expected  that 

*  this  power  would  be  wifely  and  juftiy  apply'd  -, 

*  but 
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*  but  this  is  not  to  be  expeded.    This  power  will, 

*  I  am  fure,  like  all  other  difcretionary  powers,  be 
«  often  abufed,  and  it  may  be  made  to  ferve  very 

*  bad  purpofes ;  therefore,  I  am  for  putting  an  end 

*  to  it,  by  vefting  the  property  of  every  prize  in 
'  the  captors ;  and  to  this  I  am  the  more  inclined, 
'  becaufe  I  know,  that  all  the  officers  and  feamen 

*  in  the  navy,  at  leaft,  thofe  who  have  the  greateft 
'  merit,  would  chufe  it. 

'  But  fuppofe,  Sir,  his  Majefly  were  to  put  a 

*  reftraint  upon  this  difcretionary  power,   which, 

*  I  know,  may  be  done  without  an  ad:  of  Parlia- 
^  ment :  Sappofe  he  were  to  grant  the  whole,  or 

*  a  certain  fhare  of  every  prize,  to  the  captors,  by 

*  proclamation ;  yet  the  inconvenience  of  a  prize- 

*  office  would  ftill  remain :  Without  an  adl  of  Par- 
'  liament,  he  cannot  impower  the  officers  and  fea- 

*  men  to  name  their  own  agents :  He  cannot  by 

*  proclamation  order,   that,   with  refped  to  this 

*  nomination,  the  minority  of  the  officers  concern- 
'  ed  fhall  be  determined  by  the  majority;  or  that 
«  the  minority  of  the  fhip's  company  concerned 

*  fhall  be  determined  by  the  majority ;  therefore, 

*  without  an  ad  of  Parliament,  the  grievance  of  a 
'  prize-office  muft  ftill  remain,  and  it  cannot  be 
'  expeded  that  it  ifhould  be  a  lefs  grievance  now, 

*  than  it  was  found  to  be  in  the  late  Queen's  time. 

*  When  the  agents  are  named  by  minifters,  they 
'  are  not  only  apt  to  levy  exorbitant  fees  and  per- 

*  quifites  upon  the  officers  and  feamen  concerned^ 
'  but  they  are  apt  to  keep  the  whole  produce  in 
'  their  hands,  for  a  long  time,  or  for  ever  if  they 
'  can.  It  is  now  twelve  or  thirteen  years  fince  our 
'  laft  Ikuffie  with  Spain ;  and,  I  believe,  fome  of 

*  the  prizes  which  were  then  taken,  are  not  as  yet 

*  accounted  for :  J  believe,  the  whole  produce  of 

*  fome  of  them,  remains  yet  in  the  hands  of  thofe 

*  agents,    that   were  appointed    by   the  crown ; 

*  which,  I  am  fure,  would  not  have  been  the  cafe, 

*  if 
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«  If  the  agents  had  been  appointed  by  the  officers 
^  and  feamen  concerned. 

*  This  inconvenience,  therefore,  muft  ftill  fub- 
'  fift,  iinlefs  fome  fuch  bill,  as  what  is  now  pro- 

*  pofcd,  be  brought  in,  and  pafled  into  a  Jaw  •,  and 

*  befides  the  whole,  or  a  certain  fhare  of  the  prizes^ 

*  there  are  feveral  other  things  intended  to  be 
'  eftabllflied  by  this  bill,  which  will  be  of  great 

*  fervice  in  the  profecution  of  the  prefent  war; 

*  and  which  cannot  be  eftabtiflied  any  other  way, 
'  than  by  an  a6l  of  Parliament.  The  five  pounds 
'  per  man,  reward,  can  be  given  no  other  v/ay ; 
'  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  abfolutely  necefTary  to 

*  give  it,  in  order  to  encourage  our  fhips  of  war 

*  to  deftroy  thofe  of  the  enemy.  Preferment  may 
'  be  one  motive,  but  that  motive  is  not  of  itfelf 

*  fufficient,  even  though  duly  and  regularly  be- 

*  flowed,  which  can  hardly  be  expeded;  for  true 
'  merit  is  feldom  the  moll:  prevalent  title  to  prefer- 

*  ment.     A  pecuniary  reward  is  a  motive  much 

*  more  certain,  and  therefore  much  ftronger.  ?vlo- 
'  ney  often  makes  men  do,  what  nothing  elfe  can 
'  make  them  do.  Without  fuch  a  reward,  it  is  not 
«  to  be  expeded,   that  any  of  our  privateers  will 

*  attack  thofe  of  the  enemy.  That  privateers  fel- 
'  dom  attack  one  another,  is  become  almoft  a  pro- 
'  verb,  in  every  nation  of  Europe.     In  King  l^Vil- 

*  liam\  war,  the  French  and  Spaniflj  privateers  of- 
'  ten  met  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay.  They  were  upon 
'  oppofite  fides  in  the  war;   but,  did  they  ever  at- 

*  tack  one  another  ^  No,  Sir,  when  they  met,  like 

*  good  friends,  they  faluted,  wifh'd  one  another  a 
«  fuccefsfui  trip,  and  went  upon  their  refpedive 
'  bufinefs.     No  one  of  them  ever  fought  another, 

*  but  once,  that  the  caotain  of  a  Spanijh  privateer, 
'  and  the  captain  of  a  French  one,  had  a  perfonal 
'  quarrel  at  a  neutral  port,   whereupon  they  failed 

*  out  to  fea,  and  encrao-ed  their  two  fhips  in  tht 
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*  the  enemy's  privateers  deftroyed,  we  muft  tempt 

*  our  own  by  a  pecuniary  reward,  as  well  as  the 

*  hopes  of  preferment,  to  attack  them ;  and  this 
'  can  only  be  done  by  a6t  of  Parliament. 

'  Laftly,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  encouragement 
'  intended,  by  this  bill,  to  be  given  to  private  ad- 
'  venturers,  to  attack  and  take  fome  of  the  domi- 
'  nions  belonging  to  the  enemy :  This,  too,  can 
'  only  be  done  by  adl  of  Parliament.  His  Majefty 
'  may,  'tis  true,  incorporate  them  by  charter;  but 
'  he  cannot,  by  charter,  impower  them  to  fail 
'  within   the  limits  of  the  South-Sea   company's 

*  charter,  thofe  limits  being  exclufively  eftablifhed 

*  and  fecured  to  that  company  by  ac5t  of  Parlia- 
'  ment.     Nay,  I  doubt,  if  his  Majefty's  commif- 

*  fion  can  give  our  privateers  a  right  to  fail  within 

*  the  limits  of  that  company's  charter,  becaufe  by 
'  a6l  of  Parliament  it  is  declared,  that  every  other 

*  perfon,  befides  thofe  employed  by  the  company, 

*  that  fhall  frequent,  or  trade  to  the  South- Seas^ 
'  fhall  forfeit  the  fhip  and  goods,  and  double  the 

*  value  thereof.  In  our  prefent  circumftances  there- 

*  fore,  a  new  law  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  for  im- 

*  powering  our  privateers  and  private  adventurers, 

*  to  fail  within  the  limits  of  that  company's  char- 
'  ter-,  and  till  fjch  a  law  be  paffed,  we  cannot 
'  propofe  to  make  any  great  advantage  of  the  war; 
'  for  which  reafon,  I  hope  the  prefent  motion  will 

*  not  only  be  infifted  on,  but  agreed  to.' 

Sir  Robert  IVdpole  then  flood  up,  and  gave  his 
fentiments  in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz. 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
sir  Kdtrt         '  Sir,  Whatever  other  gentlemen  may  think,  I 
'tt'^      '  can  fee  no  reafon  why  we  fhould  be  now  more 
'  jealous  of  the  difcretionary  powers  lodged  by  our 
'  conftitution  in  the  crown,  than  we  were  hereto- 

*  fore  j  for,  I  am  fure,  no  man  can  fay,  that  his 

*  prefent 
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'  prefent  Majefty  has  ever  made  an  improper  or 
'  imprudent  ufe  of  any  one  of  them.  The  pro» 
'  perty  of  all  conquefts  made,  and  all  prizes  taken 
'  from  the  enemy,  has  been  vefted  in  the  crown 
'  ever  fmce  we  had  any  fuch  thing  as  a  conftitu- 
'  tion,  except  for  a  few  years  in  the  Jate  Queen's 
'  reign  •,  and  the  war  we  were  then  engaged  in, 
'  was  fo  heavy  upon  the  nation,  that  it  was  pru- 

*  dent  and  necefiary,  at  that  time,  to  encourage, 
'  by  an  eftablitlied  and  publick  law,  all  private  ad- 

*  venturers  to  diftrefs  the  enemy,  by  giving  them 
'  the  fole  and  abfolute  property  in  every  thing 
'  they  fhould  take;  but,  I  do  not  think  the  war 
'  we  are  now  engaged  in,  is,  as  yet,  become  fo 
'  heavy  as  to  render  it  neceflary  for  us  to  make 
'  an  alteration  in  our  conftitution,   for  the  fake  of 

*  carrying  it  on  with  the  more  vigour.  Befides, 
'  there  is  a  very  great  difference  between  our  cir- 
'  cumftances  now,  and  our  circumftances  when 
'  thofe  laws  were  made,  that  are  now  propofed  to 
'  be  revived.  The  war  we  were  then  engaged  in, 
'  had  been  declared  and  continued  for  above  three 
'  or  four  years  before  thofe  laws  were  made;  {o 
'  that,  if  any  of  our  friends  had  then  any  goods 
^  on  board  the  lliips  of  our  enemies,  or  had  grant- 
'  ed  any  policies  of  infurance  upon  any  of  thofe 
«  fhips,    they  could  pretend  no  excufe,   nor  had 

*  they  the  leaft  fhadow  of  an  argument  againft  our 
'  fhewing  no  regard  to  them,  when  thofe  fliips  fell 
'  into  our  hands.  Whereas  the  war  we  are  now 
'  engaged  in,  is  but  juft  declared,  and  therefore, 

*  even  our  people  at  home,  as  well  as  our  friends 
'  abroad,  may  have  valuable  properties  on  board 
'  Spanijh  fhips,  which  were  fhip'd  on  board,  be- 
'  fore  they  heard  of  the  rupture;  or  they  may 
'  have  granted  policies  of  infurance  for  large  fums 
'  of  money,  before  they  had  the  lead  notice  of 
'  our  declaration  of  war;  in  which  cafe,  I  think  it 
'  would  be  very  hard,  and,  in  my  opinion,  unjuff, 
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*  to  (hew  no  regard  to  them,  in  cafe  any  of  thofe 

*  {hips  (hould  fall  mto  our  hands. 

'  I    fhall  admit,    Sir,    that  the  judges  of  our 

*  courts  of  admiralty  could  not  declare  thofe  goods 
«  to  be  lawful  prize,  that  fhould  appear  to  belong 
«  to  our  friends,  and  to  have  been  fhip'd  on  board 

*  before  the  declaration  of  war,  or  even  after  the 

*  declaration  of  war,  but  before  the  time  limited 

*  by  treaties  between  them  and  us;    but,   if  we 

*  fhould  {land  peremptorily  upon  the  very  letter  of 

*  the  law,  efpecially  with  regard  to  thofe  foreign 

*  friends  with  whom  we  have  no  fuch  treaties,  it 

*  might  afford  many  jufl  caufes  of  complaint  a- 

*  gainfl  usj  and  our  judges  could  give  no  relief  in 

*  any  cafe  where  the  exprefs  letter  of  the  law  is 

*  againfl  the  claimants,  particularly  with  regard  to 

*  infurance;  for  though  the  infurance  was  made 

*  perhaps  here  at  London^  before  the  declaration 

*  of  war,  the  judge  mufl  declare  the  whole  Ihip 
'  and  cargo  lawful  prize,  without  the  leafl  regard 

*  to  the  infurer ;  and,  by  this  bill,  you'll  put  it  out 

*  of  the  power  of  his  Maje{ly  to  fhew  any  regard 

*  to  him,  or  to  give  him  any  relief-,  though  for 
«  his  credit's  fake,  he  would  be  obliged  to  pay, 
'  even  to  the  fubjeds  of  Spam^  the  fum  for  which 

*  he  had  taken  a  premium  and  granted  a  policy. 

'  From  thefe  confiderations.  Sir,  I  think,  it  is 
'  *  evident,    that  our  circumstances  are  now  very 

*  different  from  what  they  were,  when  thofe  laws 
'  were  made,  which  are  now  propofed  to  be  revi- 

*  ved  *,  and  that  it  is,  as  yet,  a  little  too  early  to 
<  think  of  reviving  thofe  laws,  which  were  not 

*  made  till  four  years  after  that  war  was  commen- 
^  ced.     The  reviving  of  them  fo  foon  after  the 

*  declaration  of  war,  may  be  attended  with  many 

*  inconvcniencies,  they  could  not  be  fubjedt  to,, 
'  when  firft  enacted:  It  is,  I  think,  as  yet  a  doubt, 

*  whether  or  no  it  will  be  neceflary  to  make  fuch 
•^  an  alteration  in  our  con{litutiQnj  during  the  pre- 

'  fent 
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'  fent  war;  and,  I  think,  it  ought  not  to  be  made, 

'  unlefs  it  be  found  abfoluteJy  neceflary ;   becaufe, 

*  whatever  exceptions  we  may  be  obliged  to  make 

*  upon  particular  occafions,  I  hbpe,  it  will  always 
'  be  held  as  a  general  rule,  not  to  be  departed  from 

*  without  neceflity,  to  veft  in  the  crown^  the  pro- 

*  perty  of  every  thing  taken  from  a  publick  and 

*  declared  enemy,  and  to  leave  the  difpofal  or  ap- 

*  plication  of  that  property  to  our  Sovereign. 

'  I  fhall  readily  grant.  Sir,  that  with  refped:  to 

*  the  difpofal  of  this  property,  the  crown  is  pro- 

*  perly  but  a  truftee  for  the  publick.     The  whole 

*  ought  to  be  applied,  in  fome  fhape  or  other,  to 

*  the  fervice  of  the  publick ;  and  the  Parliament 

*  may  call  to  account,  and  ought  to  punifh  fevere- 
'  ly,  any  minifter,  that  fhall  dare  to  apply  the  leaft 
'  part  of  it  otherwife ;  but,  I  hope,  it  will  be  grant- 
'  ed,  that  there  are  feveral  publick  fervices,  to 
'  which  it  may  be  ufefully  applied :  Therefore, 
'  the  applying  of  the  whole,  by  an  eftablifhed  and 
'  unalterable  law,  to  any  one  particular  fervice, 
'  may  be  both  imprudent  and  unjuft;  and  I  mufl 
'  think,  that  thofe  who  are  entrufled,  by  our  So- 
'  vereign,  with  the  condudl  and  management  of 
'  our  publick  affairs,  may,  without  any  breach  of 

*  modefty,  pretend,  that  they  are  the  beft  judges 
'-  of  thofe  publick  fervices,  to  which  this  property 
'  ought  to  be  applied ;  for  they  muft  know  many 
'  fads,  and  the  general  circumftances  of  the  nation, 

*  with  regard  both  to  cur  foreign  and  domeftick 

*  affairs,  much  better  than  others  can  do;  and, 
"  if  they  have  not  fo  much  common  fenfe,  the 
■  Parliament  ought  to  think  of  bringing  about  a 
'  change  in  the  adminiftration,  rather  than  of  en- 
'  croaching  upon  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown. 

'  In  the  prefent  war.  Sir,  I  Ihall  mention  only  four 

*  publick  fervices,  to  all  of  which,  or  to  one  or  other 
'  of  which,  every  gentleman  will,  I  believe,  allow, 
'  that  the  produce  of  the  prizes  taken  from  the 
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enemy,  ought  to  be  applied.  This  produce  may 
be  applied  as  an  encouragement  to  the  captors, 
in  order  to  encourage  our  people  to  take  as  much 
as  they  can  from  the  enemy ;  or  it  may  be  appli- 
ed for  giving  reparation  to  our  injured  merchants, 
or  it  may  be  applied  for  defraying  a  part  of  the 
expence  of  carrying  on  the  war,  in  order  to 
prevent  our  being  obliged  to  encroach  upon  the 
finking  fund,  or  to  load  our  people  with  any 
new  or  additional  taxes*,  or  laftly,  it  m^ay  be 
applied  towards  paying  off  a  part  of  our  publick 
debts.  If  we  fhould  have  the  ffood  luck  to  feize 
upon  any  very  valuable  prizes,  I  (hall  be  fo  free 
as  to  declare,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  produce 
of  them  fhould  be  divided,  and  applied  in  fome 
certain  proportions,  to  every  one  of  thefc  pur- 
pofes,  or  at  leaft  to  the  firft  three.  I  am,  as 
much  as  any  gentleman  can  in  prudence  be,  for 
encouraging  our  feamen;  and  therefore,  when 
the  prize  is  but  of  fmall  value,  or  not  above  a 
certain  value,  I  fhould  be  for  giving  the  whole 
to  the  captors;  but  when  the  prize  is  of  an  im^- 
menfe  value,  as  fome  of  them  may,  and,  I  hope, 
will  be,  I  am  fure,  if  you  give  the  whole  to  the 
feamen  concerned  in  the  capture,  they  will  be 
feam.en  no  more. 

'  There  is  one  fnip  now  expedled,  Sir,  from 
Buenos  Ayres^  which  is  reckoned  worth  a  million 
fterling:  This  fhip  may  happen  to  be  taken  by 
one  lingle  man  of  war:  If  this  fhould  be  the  cafe, 
in  my  opinion,  any  minifler  that  fhould  give  the 
whole  of  fuch  a  prize  to  the  captors,  would  de- 
ferve  to  be  impeached  by  Parliament ;  and  I  muft 
think,  it  w^ould  be  a  little  odd  for  the  ParliamiCnt 
to  do  by  an  a6!:  of  theirs,  what  they  ought,  and, 
I  believe,  certainly  would  impeach  a  minifter  for 
doing,  or  advifing  his  Majefly  to  do.  It  would  be 
giving  a  moft  extravagant  reward  to  the  captors, 
and  doing,  I  think,  an  adl  of  great  injuflice  to 

'  the 
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the  nation,   and  in  particular,    to  the  fuffering 

merchants.     If  fuch  a  prize  fhould  happen  to  be 

taken  by  one  fingle  man  of  war,  we  might  give 

a  fufficient  reward  to  the  captors,  and  might  re- 

ferve  as  much  as  would  go  fome  length  towards 

'  giving  full  reparation  to  our  fuffering  merchants, 

'  and  fave  our  land-holders,  for  one  year  at  leaft, 

'  a  {hilling  in  the  pound  land  tax:  And  both  thefe 

'  fets  of  men  have,  I  think,  fome  title  to  our  re- 

'  gard,  as  well  as  our  feamen.     Every  war  muft 

'  fall  heavy  upon  our  land-holders^  and  therefore, 

'  when  we  are  fuccefsful,  fome  part  of  what  we 

'  get  by  the  war,  ought  to  be  applied  to  their  re- 

'  lief:  And  as  to  our  fuffering  merchants,  I  think, 

'  we  are  both  in  honour  and  juftice  bound  to  make 

•  good  to  them,  at  lead  the  95,000/.  which  was 
'  to  have  been  paid  to  them  by  Spain,  in  cafe  we 
'  had  not  begun  hoftilities  againft  that  nation.^ 

'  We  have  already,  Sir,  met  v/ith  fome  fuccefs 

•  in  the  war.  We  have  already  got  fome  confider- 

•  able  prizes ;  and  his  Majefty  has  given  his  royal 

•  word,  that  our  fuifering  m.erchants  fhall  be  con- 

•  fidered,  when  thofe  prizes  come  to  be  difpofed 

•  of;  but,  1  jnuft  obferve,  that,  if  the  bill  which 

•  was  brought  in,  two  years  ago,  had  pafTed  into 
'  a  law,  thofe  merchants  could  have  expedled  no 

•  /hare  of  thefe  prizes :  And  if  fuch  another  bill 

•  fhould  be  pafled  in  this  feffion,  they  can  expec5l 
no  fhare  of  any  future  prize  :  They  can  expedl 
no  farther  reparation  till  the  end  of  the  war, 
which,  I  think,  would  not  be  altogether  juft; 

•  for  I  muft  think,  it  would  be  unreafonable  to 
make  them  wait  till  the  conclufion  of  a  war, 
which  may  laft  for  feveral  years,  without  any 
reparation,  whilfl:  many  others  of  our  fubjedls  are 
making  rich  by  the  prizes  they  take;  and  I  muft 
think,  it  would  be  ftill  more  unreafonable,  to 
make  the  reparation  of  our  merchants  depend 
upon  the  uncertain  event  of  a  war.  By  fo  doing, 
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?  we  may  encourage  our  feamen,  but  we  fhall  very 

*  much  difcourage  our  merchants ;  and  let  us  con- 

*  fider,  that  if  we  have  no  merchants,  we  can  have 

*  no  trade,  and  that  without  trade,  we  fhall  have 
'  but  few  feamen, 

'  I  wifh,  Sir,  with  all  my  heart,  we  had  already 
*"  met  with  more  fuccefs  than  we  have  done-,   but 

*  thofe  who  confider  the  many  chances  that  are  a- 
'  gainft  us,  muft  give  thanks  to  Providence,  for 

*  the  fuccefs  we  have  already  met  with.    In  fuch  a 

*  wide  fea,  as  that  between  New  and  Old  Sfain^ 

*  'tis  a  great  chance,  if  our  fquadrons  meet  with 

*  any  of  the  enemy's  fhips.      Even  though  our 

*  fquadrons  got  fight  of  them,  a  dark  night,  a  fog, 

*  or  a  contrary  wind   intervening,    may  prevent 

*  their  being  taken.    Befides  this,  the  enemy  may, 

*  probably,  foon  find  out  how  our  fquadrons  are 

*  IJ^tioned,  and  may,  by  fending  out  feveral  ad- 
^  vice-boats,  prevent  their  rich  fhips  from  coming 

*  near  thofe  fi:ations  \  for  feveral  ftraggling  advice- 

*  boats  may,  more  probably,  meet  with  a  fhip  at 

*  fea,  than  can  be  expeded  from  a  fquadron,  which 
'  muft  always  keep  clofe  together.    By  this  means 

*  they  prevented  their  Ajjogues  fhips  falling  into 
*•  the  hands  of  Admiral  Haddock^s  fquadron;  and 
'  yet  thofe  fhips  would  in  all  probability  have 
'  fallen  into  our  hands,  as  well  as  the  Car  ace  a  (hips, 

*  if  Admiral  Vernon  had  not  met  with  fuch  contra- 

*  ry  winds,  that  he  could  not  get  out  of  the  chan- 

*  nel,  till  about  the  time  of  their  arrival  in  Spain. 

'  Thefe  confiderations  muft  fhew.  Sir,  that  it 

*  will  be  a  great  chance,  if  we  meet  with  many 
'  rich  prizes  during  the  war;  and  therefore,  we 

*  ought  to  make  the  beft  ufe  of  thofe  we  do  meet 
<  with.  If  the  difpofing  of  them  be  left  to  his 
'  Majefty,  I  am  perfuaded,  the  beft  and  the  mofl 
'  prudent  ufe  will  be  made  of  them ;  but  if  it  be 
f  thought  necefTary  to  regulate  this  matter  by  a 

*  new  law,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  take  time  to 

*•  confider 
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'  confider  of  It.     I  think,  I  have  fhewn,  that  it 

*  will  be  no  eafy  matter  to  make  proper  regula- 
*-  tions  for  this  purpofe  ;  and  therefore,  I  hope, 

*  gentlemen  will,  by  poftponing  the  motion,  take 

*  time  to  confider  of  what  is  moft  proper  to  be 
'  done.' 

The  next  that  fpoke  was  Thilip  Gibbon^  Efq; 
the  purport  of  whofe  fpeech  was  as  follows,  viz, 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
'  Sir,    The  oppofition  to  the  prefent  motion,  Mr.G/i5«»*« 
^  feems  now  to  be  upon  a  footing  very  different  ^''''"  * 

*  from  what  it  was  put  on  at  firft.     The  objec- 

*  tions  at  firft  made  ufe  of  againft  the  motion, 
'  were  only  upon  account  of  its  being  too  early  ; 
'  It  was  not  fo  much  as  pretended,  that  the  mo- 
'  tion  was  in  itfelf  wrong,  or  that  we  ought  not 

*  to  bring  in  and  pafs  fuch  a  bill  in  this  feflion  of 

*  Parliament.  We  were  only  told,  that  fuch  bills 
'  ought  to  proceed  originally  from  the  crown ; 

*  and,    that  therefore  we  ought  to  wait  a  few 

*  days,  in  order  to  give  his  Majefty  an  opportu- 
'  nity  to  fend  us  a  meilage  for  that  purpofe.     But 

*  now  the  debate  feems  to  have  taken  a  different 

*  turn  ;  for  the  arguments  made  ufe  of  by  the 
'  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  feem  to 

*  be  levelled  againft  the  bill  itfelf,  and  that  there- 

*  fore  no  fuch  motion  ought  to  be  made  at  this 

*  time,    or   at   any  future  time.     This,    indeed, 

*  I  fufpec5led  would  be  the  turn  which  the  debate 

*  would  take  at  laft  ;    and  therefore,    I  forefaw 

*  what,  I  think,  is  now  evident,  that  poftponing 
'  the  motion  would  be  the  fame  with  rejeding  it. 

*  For  this  reafon.  Sir,   if  the  motion  be  now 

*  difagreed  to,  I  ftiall  exped  no  agreement  to  any 

*  fuch  motion,  during  this  feflion  of  Parliament ; 

*  and  much  lefs  ftiall  I  expe(5l  any  meffage  from 

*  the  crown  for  that  purpofe.     To  veft  the  pro- 

2  '  perty 


378  Parliamentary     A.  1739J 

perty  of  every  thing  taken  from  the  enemy,  in 
the  captors,  by  ad  of  Parliament,  and  thereby 
to  de.ftroy  an  office  which  has  always  been  a  lu- 
crative one  to  the  officers  employed,  who  are 
alj  named  by  the  crown,  muft  be  allowed  to  be 
a  diminution  of  that  power  which  is  now  lodged 
in  the  crown,  and  confequently  in  the  minifters 
of  the  crown  ;  and  I  do  not  think,  that  even  our 
prefent  minifters  have  given  us  any  room  to 
hope,  that  thev  will  advife  his  Majefty  to  apply 
for  any  fuch  ad  of  Parliament  To  tell  us, 
upon  fuch  an  occafion,  that  there  is  no  reafon 
for  our  b-ing  jealous  of  any  of  the  difcretionary 
powers  lodged  in  the  crown,  or  that  his  prefent 
Majefty  has  never  made  an  improper  ufe  of  any 
of  them,  is  an  argument  that,  out  of  refped  to 
his  Majefty,  ought  never  to  be  made  ufe  of  in 
this  houfe.  Plis  Majefty  nQvtr  has  made,  his 
Majefty  never  can,  by  our  conftitution,  make 
an  im^proper  or  imprudent  ufe  of  any  of  the 
prerogatives  of  the  crown  ;  but  his  minifters 
may,  and  by  our  conftitution,  we  may  in  this 
houfe  fay,  that  they  have.  We  meet  here.  Sir, 
to  watch  over  and  preferve  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  and  therefore  we  ought  always  to  be 
jealous  of  every  difcretionary  power,  be  it  lodg- 
ed where  it  will :  We  ought  to  admit  of  none 
fuch,  but  thofe  that  are  abfolutely  neceftary  for 
the  adminiftration  of  our  government,  and  the 
prefervation  of  cur  conftitution. 
'  The  difcretionary  pov/er  which  is  to  be  limit- 
ed by  the  bill  now  propofed,  is  fo  far  from  be- 
ing neceflary,  that  it  was  found  to  be  a  grie- 
vance in  the  laft  war,  and  will  certainly  be 
found  to  be  one  in  this.  Bills  in  Parliament  are 
often  defigned  to  prevent  grievances  that  are 
forefeen,  as  well  as  to  remedy  grievances  that 
have  been  felt  -,  and,  I  am  fure,  he  muft  be 
very  little  acquainted   with  the  hiftory  of  the 

Maft 
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*  Jaft  v^ar,  or  the  nature  of  things,  who  does  not 
'  forefee  the  grievances  which  this  bill  is  defigned 
'  to  prevent.     The  prize-office  was,   in  the  Jaft 

*  war,  found  to  be  a  moft  intolerable  grievance 
'  upon  the  officers  and  feamen  of  our  navy  -,  and 
'  the  backwardnefs  that  was  fhewn  by  our  priva- 
'  teers,  and  even  by  our  publick  fhips  of  war,  to 
'  attack  thofe  of  the  enemy,  was  then  found  to 
'  be  a  grievance  of  very  pernicious  confequence 
'  to  our  trade.  Thefe  were  grievances  that  did 
'  not  proceed  from  the  nature  of  the  war  we  were 
'  then  engaged  in :  They  proceeded  from  the  na- 
'  ture  of  mankind  ;  and  will  therefore  be  found 

*  to  be  grievances  in  every  war  we  can  be  enga- 

*  ged  in,  unlefs  the  fame  methods  be  taken  for 
'  preventing  them,  that  were  then  taken  for  re- 

*  moving  them.     In  publick  offices,  the  officers 

*  will  extort  fees  and  perquifites  from  thofe  that 

*  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  that  office,  and 

*  will  detain  in  their  own  hands,  the  money  that 
'  goes  through  their  office,  as  long  as  they  can, 
'  in  fpite  of  all  the  care  that  can  be  taken  to 
'  prevent  it  *,  therefore  no  fuch  office  fhould  ever 

*  be  eftablifhed  or  kept  up,  if  the  publick  bufi- 

*  nefs  can  be  carried  on  without  it.  The  publick 
'  fervice  may  be  a  motive  v/ith  fome  men  for  at- 
'  tacking  the  enemy's  privateers-,  but  the  publick 
'  is  generally  beft  ferved,  when  men  knov/  that 

*  they  ferve  themfelves,  by  ferving  the  publick  ; 

*  and  therefore,  care  fhould  be  taken  to  join  thefe 
'  two  fervices  together,  in  every  cafe  where  it  is 
'  poffible.  Thus  we  may  fee,  that  both  the 
'  grievances  that  were  felt  In  the  laft  war,  pro- 
'  ceeded  from  the  nature  of  mankind,  and  confe- 
'  quently  muft  be  felt  in  this  war  as  well  as  they 
'  were  in  that.  What  then  fhould  hinder  us  from 
'  taking  the  fame  methods  now  to  prevent  them, 

*  that  were  then  taken  to  remedy  them  :  Thofe 

*  methods  were  then  found  to  be  efFeftual,  and 

*  to 


Parliamentary    A.  1739J 

*  to  be  attended   with   no   inconvenience  *,    and 

*  therefore  it  may,  with  much  more  propriety,  be 

*  afked,  what  fhould  make  us  now  more  fhy  of 

*  abolifhing  any  of  the  difcretlonary  powers  of 
'  the  crown,  than  we  were  at  that  time  ? 

'  The  heavinefs  of  that  war,  Sir,  might  have 

*  been  made  ufe  of  as  an  argument  for  our  being 
'  cautious  of  diminifhing  any  of  the  difcretionary 

*  powers  of  the  crown,   becaufe  In  time  of  war, 

*  the  more   abfolute  a  government  is,   the  more 

*  vigoroufly,  and  the  more  expeditioufly,  it  may 
'  exert  its  ftrength  •,  but  thofe  we  had  the  good 

*  luck  to  have  at  that  time  in  our  ad  minift ration 

*  judged  better.     They  were  not  fo  fond  of  dif- 

*  cretionary  powers  as  to  oppofe  any  diminution, 

*  they  faw  would  contribute  towards  encouraging 

*  our  feamen  to  execute  their  orders  with  vigour 

*  and  alacrity.     If  the  modern  way  of  thinking 

*  had  prevailed  among  them,  they  had  better  rea- 
'  fon  than  we  can  have  at  prefent  to  fay,  that  the 

*  whole  of  what  is  taken  from  the  enemy  ought 
'  not  to  be  given  to  the  captors,  that  fome  part 
'  of  it  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  expence  of  car- 
'  rying  on  the  war,  in  order  to  eafe  the  people  of 
'  the  burden  ;  for  the  heavier,  the  more  burden- 

*  fome  a  war  is  upon  the  people,  furely  there  is 

*  the  more  reafon  for  taking  every  method  that 
'  can  be  thought  of,  to  eafe  the  people  of  a  part 

*  of  that  burden,     This   argument,    I   fay.    Sir, 

*  might  have  then  been  infifted  on  with  more  rea- 

*  fon  than  now  -,  and  our  minifters  might  then, 

*  as  well  as  now,    have  endeavoured  to  recom- 

*  mend  themfelves  to  our  county  eledlors,  by  an 
'  affedled    compaffion    for   the   burdens    thrown 

*  upon  our  land-holders.     But  they   fcorned   to 

*  amufe  any  fet  of  men  in  the  kingdom  Vv^ith  fuch 

*  frivolous  and  fhallow  pretences.     If  they  had, 

*  I  am  fure,    we  fhould  have  acquired  no  fuch 

*  glory  as  we  did  by  that  war,  and  the  nation 

*  might 
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*  might  have  been  put  to  a  much  greater  cxpcnce, 
by  being  much  longer  engaged  in  it  •,  for  the 
more  vigoroufly  a  war  is  profecuted,  the  fooner 
it  will  be  brought  to  a  conclufion  •,  and  if,  by- 
applying  to  the  prefent  eafe  of  the  people,  what 
fhould  be  applied  to  the  encouragement  of  thofe 
employed  in  profecuting  the  war,  we  fhould 
make  it  endure  but  for  one  year  longer  than  it 
would  otherwife  have  done,  the  people  will  al- 
ways find  themfelves  lofers  by  the  favour  pre- 
tended to  be  done  them,  befides  the  danger  the 
nation  may  be  expofed  to  by  a  languid  profecu- 
tion  of  the  war,  and  the  lofs  our  trade  muft  fuf-» 
fer,  by  not  putting  fo  fpeedy  an  end  to  it  as  we 
might  have  done. 

*  To  prevent,  therefore,  the  grievance  of  a 
prize-office,  which  was  fo  grievous  to  our  fea- 
men  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  war,  and  muft, 
from  the  nature  of  things  become  equally  grie- 
vous in  this  ;  and  to  encourage  our  fhips  of 
war,  both  publick  and  private,  to  attack  and 
deftroy  thofe  of  the  enemy,  neither  of  which 
can  be  done  by  the  authority  of  the  crown 
alone,  the  paffing  of  fuch  a  bill  as  is  now  pro- 
pofed  Is,  I  think,  abfolutely  neceflary  ;  and  I 
muft  likev/ife  think,  that  our  prefent  circumftan- 
ces  make  it  necefiary  to  have  it  brought  in  as 
foon  as  poftible,  and  without  waiting  for  the 
ceremony  of  having  a  mefiage  from  the  crown 
for  that  purpofe.  It  is  certain,  it  is  acknow- 
ledged even  by  thofe  who  oppofe  this  motion, 
that  our  feamen  at  prefent  fhew  an  averfion  to 
his  Majefty's  fervlce.  Let  that  averfion  proceed 
from  what  it  will,  we  ought  to  endeavour  to 
remove  it.  To  afTure  them,  by  ad  of  Parlia- 
ment, of  the  property  of  every  thing  they  take 
from  the  enemy,  and  to  free  them  from  the 
plague  of  dancing  attendance  through  an  office, 
for  the  recovery  and  diftribution  of  that  pro- 

'  perty. 
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perty,  will  certainly  contribute,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  to  remove  that  averfion  •,  and  in  framing 
the  bill,  perhaps,  fome  new  and  additional 
means  may  be  thought  of;  therefore,  I  am 
aftonlihed  to  hear  a  motion  for  fuch  a  bill  oppo- 
fed  by  thofe,  who  complain  fo  much  of  a  want 
of  feamen  for  his  Majeftv's  fhips  of  war.  But 
I  am  ftill  more  aftonilhed  to  hear  them  oppofe  it 
upon  a  pretence,  that  no  fuch  bill  ought  to  be 
brought  in,  witljout  a  previous  meffage  from 
the  crown  for  that  purpofe.  What  a  dan- 
gerous dodrine  this  is,  every  gentleman  muft 
be  fenfible  of,  that  confiders  the  nature  of  the 
bill.  It  is  a  bill  for  altering,  nay  for  abolifhing 
one  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  *,  and, 
fhall  it  be  admitted  in  this  houfe  as  a  maxim, 
that  we  can  make  no  alteration  with  regard  to 
any  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  unlefs 
we  have  leave  to  do  fo,  by  a  previous  meffage 
from  the  crown  ^  I  hope  no  gentleman  will  in- 
fift  upon  the  neceflity  of  our  having  any  fuch 
leave.  I  hope  it  will  be  unanimoufly  admitted, 
that  all  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  are  under 
the  cognizance  of  Parliament,  and  that  any  one 
of  them  may  be  altered,  reftrained,  or  quite 
abolifhed  by  ad  of  Parliament,  when  the  pub- 
lick  fervice,  or  the  fafety  of  our  conftitution, 
requires  it.  Sir,  if  I  were  againft  the  bill,  I 
fnould  be  for  the  motion,  if  it  were  for  no  other 
reafon  but  becaufe  this  has  been  made  ufe  of  as 
an  argument  againft  our  agreeing  to  It  •,  for, 
I  fhould  be  afraid,  left  a  feeming  approbation  of 
fuch  an  argument,  ftiould  be  afterwards  made 
ufe  of  as  a  precedent,  for  eftablifhing  fuch  a 
maxim.  But,  as  I  am  for  the  bill,  I  have  a 
twofold  reafon  for  agreeing  to  the  motion  •,  and 
as  I  think  it  neceftary  in  our  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  to  bring  in  the  bill  as  foon  as  poflible, 
I  ftiall  be  againft  poftponing  the  motion  upon 

*  any 
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^  any  pretence  whatfoever  ;  for,  if  there  be  fucli 

'  difficulties  as  have  been  reprefented,  in  framing 

*  a  proper  bill  for  the  purpofes  intended,  thofe 
'  difficulties  can  be  no  way  augmented  by  an  or- 
'  der   for   bringing   it   in.      Such   an   order    will 

*  awaken  the  attention  of  the  nation,    and  may 

*  probably  bring  in  affiftance  from  thofe  without 

*  doors,  which  we  cannot  exped:  till  we  have 
'  once  ordered  the  bill  to  be  brought  in. 

'  I  hope  I  have  now  fhewn,  Sir,  that  a  bill  is 
'  abfolutely  neceflary  for  preventing  the  grievance 
^  our  feamen  may  be  expofed  to  by  a  prize-office, 

*  and  for  preventing  the  lofs  our  trade  may  fuiFer, 
'  by  our  lliips  of  war  being  flack  in  attacking 
'  thofe  of  the  enemy  -,  and,  I  hope  I  have  like- 
'  wife  fhewn,  that  the  bill,  and  confequently  the 
'  order  for  bringing  it  in,  will  certainly  tend  to 
'  remove  that  averfion  to  his  Majefty's  fervice, 

*  which  at  prefent  prevails  among  our  feamen, 
'  and  that  therefore  it  ought  at  leaft  to  be  ordered 
'  in  immediately.     If  difficulties  fhould  occur  in 

*  drawing  up  the  bill,  I  am  fure,   there  can  be 

*  no  difficulty  in  ordering  it  to  be  brought  in ; 

*  and  the  fooner  it  is  ordered  to  be  brought  in, 

*  and  perfons  appointed  for  that  purpole,  the 
'  fooner  thofe  difficulties  would  be  got  over ;  for 

*  till  then,  the  folving  of  thofe  difficulties  may 
'  be  faid  to  be  every  man's  bufinefs,  and  v/e  all 
'  know,  that  v/hat  is  every  body's  bufinefs  is  no 
^  body's  bufinefs.     But,  I  do  not  think,  that  the 

*  difficulty  in  framing  this  bill,  will  be  found  near 

*  fo  great  as  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been 
'  pleafed  to  reprefent :  We  have  a  plan  before  us 
'  in  what  was  done  lafc  war.     Befides,  the  whole 

*  affair  was  fully  confidered,  and  a  bill  actually 
^  framed  and  brought  into  this  houfe,  two  years 
'  ago :  I  wifh  that  bill  had  besn  then  pafled  into 
'  a  law :  If  it  had,  we  might  perhaps  have  found 

*  Spain  for  pliant,  and  by  that  means  we  might 

2  <  have 
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*  have  prevented  a  war.     At  leaft,    we  fhouli 

*  have  found  lefs  difficulty  in  getting  feamen  to 

*  man  our  fleet  at  the  firft  breaking  out  of  the 

*  war ;   and  I  cannot  as  yet  find  out,   that  our 

*  paiTing  it  at  that  time,  would  have  been  attend- 

*  ed  with  any  inconvenience. 

'  I  am  furpriz'd,  Sir,  to  hear  the  honourable 
<  gentleman  fay,  that  if  the  bill  had  been  then 
'  pafTed  into  a  law,  our  fuffering  merchants  could 
'  have  expeded  no  fhare  of  the  prizes  we  have 

*  already  taken.     Surely,  the  honourable  gentle- 

*  man  cannot  have  forgot,  that  though  the  bill 
'  had  pafled  into  a  law,  it  was  not  to  take  eifedl 

*  till  feveral  weeks  after  his  Majefty's  declaration 

*  of  war  j    therefore,   it  could  no  way  relate  to 

*  any  of  the  prizes  we  have  already  taken,  or  to 
'  any  we  fhall  take  for  fome  time  to  come.     But 

*  if  it  had,  I  believe  it  would  have  been  an  ad- 

*  vantage  to  the  kingdom  in  general  i  and  very 

*  probably  to  our  fuffering  merchants  themfelves ; 

*  becaufe  the  paffing  of  that  bill  would  have  en- 

*  couraged  them  to  prepare,  and  to  join  in  a  fo- 

*  ciety  for  making  captures  or  conquefls  upon  the 
'  enemy ;    by   which,    they   might   have   got   a 

*  more  ample  and  fpeedy  fatlsfadion,  than  they 
'  can  expedt  from  having  a  ihare  of  thofe  prizes, 

*  that  have  been,    or   may   be   taken   from   the 
'  enemy,  by  his  Majefty's  fhips  of  war. 

'  For  this  reafon.  Sir,  neither  the  honourable 
'  gentleman,  nor  his  friends,  can  now  have  any 

*  reafon  to  exult  in  their  having  then  thrown  out 
'  that  bill  *,    and  if  they  now  throw  it  out  a  fe- 

*  cond   time,    I  believe,    they'll    find    themfelves 

*  very  much  difappointed,  if  they  exped  thanks, 

*  for  fo  doing,  from  our  fuffering  merchants,  or 

*  from  any  fet  of  men  in  the  kingdom  ;  for  even: 

*  the  fuffering  merchants  would,  I  am  convinc'd, 
'  chufe  to  wait  for  their  reparation,  till  the  end  of 

*  the  war,  rather  than  to  hare  the  war  protraded,- 

*  or 
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*  or  the  nation  obliged  to  fubmit  to  a  diflionoura- 

*  ble  peace,  for  the  fake  of  giving  them  an  imme- 
'  diate  reparation.' 


The  next  that  rofe  up,  and  the  laft  who  fpoke 
upon  this  fubje(5t,  was  Wuliam  Pulteney^  Efq-,  who 
concluded  the  debate,  as  follows,  viz. 

'  Mr.  Speaker^ 
'  Sir,  As  I  did  not  expe(5l  an  oppofition  to  my  iJir.Pum. 

*  motion,  I,  at  firft,  avoided  taking  up  your  time,  "'-^ '  ^^"'  * 

*  with  faying  any  thing  in  its  favour;  but  now, 
'  that  it  has  been  oppofed  by  fo  many  gentlemen, 

*  and  by  gentiemien  of  fuch  weight,  I  hope  I  fhall 
«  be  indulged  the  liberty  of  giving  you  my  rea- 

*  fons  for  making  it,  and  of  adding  fomething  to 
'  what  other  gentlemen  have  done  me  the  favour 
'  to  fay,  by  way  of  anfwer  to  the  objedions  that 

*  have  been  made  to  it. 

'  I  ihall  freely  own,  Sir,  that  if  I  had  not  m.ade 

'  you  this  motion,  I  fhould  have  been  mighty  eafy 

*  about  delaying  it  for  a  few  days :  I  jfhould  have 

*  moft  readily  agreed  to  fuch  a  delay,  if  it  had 

*  been  for  no  other  reafon  but  to  oblige  thofe  geur 
'  tlemen  near  me,  who  have  alv/ays  feemed  fond 

*  of  delays,  with  regard  to  every  meafure  that  had 

*  the  face  of  war;  but,  as  they  had  refolved  upon^ 

*  and  ad'ually  declared  war,  fince  I  laft  had  the 
*•  honour  to  meet  them  in  this  houfe,  I  prefumed, 
'  they  had  altered  their  affedlions,  and  that  they 
'  would  now  be  fond  of  every  meafure,  that  might 

*  contribute  towards  a  vigorous  profecutipn  of  that 
'  war,  they  had  at  laft  agreed  to  declare.   If  I  had 

*  but  fufpedled,  that  it  was  otherwife;  or,  if  they 
'  had  any  way  fignified  their  defire  to  me,  before 

*  I  made  my  motion,  I  fhould  have  waved  making 

*  It  for  a  few  days;  but,  now  it  is  made,  I  cannot 
'  part  with  it;  becaufe,  as  an  honourable  gentleman 

*  has  already  obferved  in  this  debate,  the  poftpo- 
VoL.  XVIII.  C  c  '  ning 
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ning  of  it,  after  it  has  been  once  moved,  will  be 
iook'd  on,  without  doers,  as  putting  a  negative 
upon  it  -,  and  this,  in  our  prefent  circumftances, 
may  be  attended  with  mod  terrible  confequences. 
'  If  the  motion  be  popular,  Sir,  I  am  glad  to 
hear  it :  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  ftrong  proof 
of  its  being  right-,  but,  I  did  not  make  it  with 
any  view  of  popularity,  and  fhould  have  been 
glad  to  have  fhared   the  popularity  of  it,  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  near  me,  and  with  e- 
very  gentleman,  who  has  the  honour  of  being  a 
member  of  this  houfe;  which  would  have  been 
the  cafe,  if  it  had  not  been  oppofed.    It  w^ill  ftill, 
in  a  great  meafure,  be  the  cafe,  if^  it  happens  to 
be  agreed  to  -,  becaufe,  it  will  then  be  the  a6l  of 
the  houfe,  and  every  member  will  have  hiS>  fhare 
of  that  popularity  which  may  be  acquired  by  it. 
But,  I  muft  think  the  condud  of  fome  gentle- 
men, who  generally  agree  in  opinion,  very  fin- 
gular  upon  this  occafion.     Some  of  them  fay, 
the  bill  I  have  propofed  is  fo  right  and  fo  popu- 
lar a  meafure,  that  v/e  ought  to  allow  the  crown 

•  to  have  the  credit  of  propofing  it ;  whilft  others 

•  rife  up  and  tell  us,  that  it  is  quite  wrong,  that  it 

•  would  be  an  unneceflary  and  dangerous  incroach- 

•  ment  upon  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  and 
'  that  it  would  be  doing  an  injuftice  to  our  fufFer- 
'  ing  merchants,  to  our  land-holders,  and  to  the 
'  people  in  general. 

'  Thefe  two  methods  of  arguing,  I  profefs,  Sir, 

'  I  do  not  know  how  to  reconcile.     If  we  fhould 

'  refolve  to  pofcpone  the  motion,  and  wait  for  a 

'  mefilige  from  the  crown,  I'm  afraid,  it  would 

'  occafion  a  divifion  in  his  Majefly's  councils;  and 

'  therefore,  to  preferve  the  ufual  unanimity  there, 

•  I  believe  It  will  be  the  befl  way  for  us,  not  to 

•  wait  for  fuch  a  mefTage,  but  to  enter  immediately 
'  into  the  merits  of  what  I  have  propofed,  and  if 
'  it  be  right,  agree  to  it.     For  this  end,  I  fhall  lay 

'  before 
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before  you  the  reafons  that  induced  me  to  make 
this  motion,  and  anfwer  Tome  of  the  objedions 
that  have  been  made  to  it.  In  the  late  war,  Sir, 
I  mean  that  in  the  late  Queen's  time,  we  had  fo 
great  fuccefs,  and  gained  fo  m.uch  glory,  that  I 
thought  the  beft  thing  we  could  do  in  the  pre- 
fent  war,  would  be  to  confider  our  condud  in 
the  late  war,  in  order  to  make  that  a  rule  for  our 
condud  in  this.  With  this  view.  Sir,  as  foon 
as  I  thought  that  a  war  with  Spain  was  become 
unavoidable,  which  was  above  two  years  ago,  I 
began  to  recollect  the  feveral  fteps  that  had  been 
taken  for  carrying  on  the  late  war.  One  of  the 
fupports  we  had  in  that  war,  I  m.ean  a  powerful 
alliance  upon  the  continent,  I  forefaw,  we  could 
hardly  expedl  in  this,  and  that  therefore,  it  v/ould 
be  neceflary  for  us,  to  make  the  beft  ufe  of  our 
own  ftrength.  Among  the  Other  methods  taken 
in  the  laft  war,  for  exerting  our  own  ftrength,  I 
obferved,  that  two  laws  have  been  made,  for  en- 
couraging our  feamen  to  do  their  duty ;  and,  for 
encouraging  private  men  to  join  together  in  fo- 
cieties  for  attacking  and  making  conquers  upon 
the  enemy.  As  thefe  laws  were  made  to  conti- 
nue only  during  that  war,  I  thought  it  would  be 
neceflary  to  revive  them,  in  cafe  of  a  new  war 
With.  Spain  *i  and  for  this  purpofe,  I  did,  with 
the  afTiftance  of  fome  other  gentlemen,  bring  in 
a  bill  two  years  ago.  The  bill  was  then  rejedled^, 
becaufe  we  were  not  come  to  an  adliial  rupture ; 
but,  that  obje6lIon  being  now  removed,  I  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  me  to  offer  my  biJl  again  to 
the  houfe ;  and,  for  this  purpofe  I  made  you  the 
motion  now  under  your  confideratlcn. 
'  To  encourage  our  feamen  to  do  their  duty^ 
and  to  encourage  even  private  men,  at  their  own 
expence,  to  attack  and  dlftrefs  the  enemy,  muft 
necefiarily  contribute  greatly  to  a  vigorous  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war;  and,  if  it  be  vlgoroully  pro-- 
C  c  2  '  fee u ted. 
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*  fecuted,  it  cannot  be  of  long  duration.     Sir,  as 

*  the  affairs  of  Europe  are  at  prefent  circumftanced, 

*  our  very  being  depends  upon  bringing  this  war 

*  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion.  There  is  a  fpirit  of  late 
<  years  raifed  in  every  nation  of  Europe  for  impro- 

*  ving  their  trade,  navigation,  and  manufadlures. 
'  All  the  powers  of  Europe^  except  Spain  and  us, 

*  are  now  at  peace  amongd  themfelves  :  Oar  two 
«  great  rivals  in  trade,  the  Dutch  and  French^  are 
'  in  perfedl  tranquillity.     What  then  fhall  become 

*  of  our  trade,  if,  by  a  languid  profecution  of  the 

*  war,  we  allow  it  to  be  interrupted  for  fevcral 

*  years  by  privateers  under  Spanifb  colours,  whilft 
'  our  rivals  in  trade  are  carrying  on  theirs  without 

*  any  difturbance?    By  the   difference  of  freight 

*  and  infurance,  they  will  be  enabled  to  under-fell 

*  us,  and  in  a  few  years,  to  turn  us  out  of  every 

*  market  in  the  known  world.     Thus  our  trade 

*  muft  be  undone,  unlefs,  by  a  vigorous  profecu- 

*  tion,    we  bring  Spain  to  a  fpeedy  compliance. 

*  Spain  has  no  trade  to  lofe :  She  has  no  trade  to 

*  be  interrupted,  but  that  between  one  part  of  her 

*  owai  dominions  and  another,  and  this  trade  may 
'  be  fufpended,  but  cannot  be  loft  by  the  interrup- 

*  tion.    The  Spaniards^  therefore,  can  lofe  nothing 

*  by  the  continuance  of  the  v/ar,  but  what  we  take 
'  from  them ;  whereas,  we  may  be  undone  by  a 

*  long  continuance,  even  though  we  fhould  be 
'  fuccefsful  againft  the  enemy.  It  is  therefore  our 
'  bufinefs    to    take    every    method    that   can    be 

*  thought  of,  for  bringing  the  war  to  a  fpeedy,  as 

*  well  as  honourable  concluiion;  and,  in  the  mean 

*  time,  to  take  as  much  care  as  poffible,  to  prevent 

*  our  trade's  being  interrupted  by  the  enemy's  pri- 
'  vateers. 

'  For  preventing  the  interruption  of  our  trade, 
'  nothing  can  be  more  effedlual  than  that  of  en- 
'  cou raging  our  feamen,  by  a  pecuniary  reward, 
'  to  be  diligent  in  looking  out  for,  and  alert  in 

'  attacking 
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*  attacking  the  enemy's  privateers,   wherever  they 

*  can  be  met  with ;  and  as  the  enemy  muft  have 

*  their  treafure  brought  from  the  Wefi-Indies  to 
«  Spain  in  flraggling  fnips,  for  they  cannot  have  it 
'  in  fleets  or  fquadrons,  one  of  the  bed  ways  we 

*  can  take  for  diftreffing  them,  and  thereby  com- 
'  pelling  them  to  agree  to  reafonable  terms,  will 
'  be,  to  intercept  and  take  as  many  of  thefe  fhips 
'  as  we  can.  What  can  be  more  effeclual  for  en- 
'  couraging  our  feamen  to  be  diligent  in  cruifing, 
'  and  looking  out  for  thefe  fhips,  than  that  of 
^  afluring  them,  by  adl  of  Parliam.ent,  that  all  they 
^  take  fhall  be  their  own  ? 

'  But,  Sir,  as  this  will  not  of  itfelf  be  eirldlual 

*  enough  for  forcing  Spain  to  a  fpeedy  compliance, 
'  and  as  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  think  of  gain- 

*  ing  feme  national  advantage  by  the  war,  in  order 

■  to  compenfate  the  great  expence  the  nation  mufl: 
'  be  put  to  in  carrying  it  on  -,  and  moreover,  as  no 
'  fuch  advantage  can  be  gained,  but  by  attacking 
'  and  poffeiling  ourfelves  of  feme  of  the  SpamjJj 
'  fettlements  in  America  \  we  ought  to  think  be- 
'  times  of  carrying  fuch  projecSls  into  execution. 

■  I  do  not  fay,  that  we  ought  to  think  of  conquer- 

*  ing  and  holding  the  whole  Spanifto  America ;  but, 

■  if  we  fhould  jtake  poiTefTion  of  the  whole,    or 

■  greateft  part,  which,  I  believe,  is  far  from  being 
impoffible,  we  might  pretend  to  hold  it  till  the 
court  of  Spain  agreed  to  give  us  fatisfadlion  for 
all  pafl  injuries,  and  fecurity  againft  all  future. 
Nay,  we  ought  to  infift  upon  keeping  pofieffion 
of  fome  parts  of  the  Weft-Indies^  and  upon  ha- 
ving the  abfolute  property  of  them  yielded  to  us, 
not  only  as  a  compenfation  for  the  expence  we 
have  been,  and  may  be  at,  but  as  a  fecurity  for 
our  trade  in  time  to  come. 

'  This,  in  my  opinion,  Sir,  is  the  only  eftedlual 

method  for  putting  a  fpeedy  end  to  the  v/ar. 

As  long  as  we  keep  to  a  naval  war  only,  the 

C  c  3  '  Spaniards 
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'  Spaniards  can  be  no  great  fufFerers  by  it:  On  the 

*  contrary,  I  believe,  they  will  always  be  gainers, 

*  let  us  take  what  care  v/e  will ;  rnd  tlierefcre,  I 

*  am  convinced,  we  fhall  never  be  abk,  by  (uch  a 
^  war,  to  force  them  into  reafonable  terms.     But 

*  if  we  fhould  cnce  turn  them  out  of  the  whole, 
^  or  a  great  part  of  their  pofiefiions  in  America^ 
^  they  would  then  immediately  fubmit  to  any 
^  terms  we  fhould  propofe,  in  order  to  have  that 
^  pcffeilion  reftored.  If  we  have  a  mind,  there- 
^  fore,  to  bring  the  war  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion,  we 
'  ought  diredly  to  take  the  proper  m.eafures  for 
^  getting  pofTeilion  of  fome  of  their  fettlements  in 

*  /Imerica.  I  am  forry  to  find  that  no  fuch  mea- 
^  fures  were  concerted  before  we  began  hoftilities 

*  again  ft  them ;  for,  by  the  execution  of  fuch  mea- 

*  (ures,  v/e  ought,  in  good  policy,  to  have  opened 
^  the  war.  It  is  by  this  means  alone,  we  can  force 
^  them  to  a  fpeedy  and  honourable  peace ;  It  is  by 
^  this  means  alone,  v/e  can  procure  any  fecurity 
^  for  our  trade  in  time  to  come;  and,  it  is  by  this 
^  means  alone,  we  can  propofe  to  get  any  com- 

*  penfation  for  the  cxpence  we  mufl  be  at,  in  the 
^  profccution  of  the  war. 

'  If  this  be  the  cafe.  Sir,  and  that  it  is,  mufl, 
«  I  think,  appear  evident  to  every  gentleman  that 
^  confidei'S  the  circumflances  of  the  two  nations, 
^  ought  we  not  to  encourage  private  men  to  aflift 
^  the  publick,  by  endeavouring  to  make  conquefts 

*  upon  the  Spaniards  in  America  ?  Would  it  not  be 
^  of  great  fervice  to  any  publick  expedition  we 
^  may  undertake,  to  have  a  fet  of  private  adven- 

*  turers  attacking  the  enemy  in  one  place,  whilft 
^  his  Majefty's  fquadrons  and  armies  were  attack- 
^  ing  them  in  another  ?  Does  not  this  fhew  the 
^  expediency  of  reviving  that  law  which  v/as  made 

*  in  the  late  Queen's  time,  for  encouraging  private 

*  adventurers  to  attack  and  make  conquefts  upon 
I  the  enemy  in  the  fVeft-Indies  ?  It  had  then  no 

'  great 


A.  1739.        DEBATES.  j^i 

*  great  cffcd:^  becaufe  people  that  had  money, 
'  made  fo  much  of  it,  by  turning  it  in  the  publick 
'  funds,  that  no  man  thought  of  turning  his  mo- 

*  ney  to  any  other  ufe ;  but  as  that  trade  is  now, 

*  thank  God !  not  near  fo  gainful  as  it  was  then, 

*  if  this  law  be  revived,  the  war  profecuted  with 
'  vigour  by  the  publick,  and  our  councils  dire<5led 

*  by  thofe  upon  whom  the  people  may  depend,  I 
'  am  convinced,  the  law  will  now  have  a  much 
'  better  effedt.  We  have  all  the  reafon  in  the  world 
'  to  exped,  that  private  adventurers  will  unite  for 

*  making  conqu^fts  upon  the  enemy,  if  they  be 

*  convinced>  that  we  are  ferious  in  carrying  on  the 

*  war,  and  that  after  they  have  been  at  a  great  ex- 

*  pence,  they  fhall  not  be  prevented  in  their  at- 

*  tempts,  by  an  unfeafonable  fufpenfion  of  arms, 
'  nor  their  conquefts  facrificed  by  a  difhonourablc 
'  convention. 

'  We  may  remember.  Sir,  that  foon  after  the 
'  Revolution,  there  was  a  corporation  eftablifhed  in 
'  the  northern  part  of  this  ifland,  for  making  a  fet- 
'  tlement  in  a  part  of  America^  which  the  Spaniards 

*  pretend  to  belong  to  them,  though  they  never 

*  had,  nor  have  now,  the  leaft  right  or  title  to  it. 

*  That  corporation  did  accordingly  make  their  de- 

*  figned  fettlement,  after  having  made  a  fair  pur- 

*  chafe,  and  got  a  good  title  from  the  natives  to 

*  whom  itbelong'd-,  and,  I  believe,  they  v*?ould 

*  have  kept  pofTeffion  in  fpite  of  the  Spaniards^  if 

*  a  very  prepofherous  fort  of  jealoufy  and  envy 
'  had  not,  at  that  time,  pofiefied  us  in  this  king- 
'  dom.  Whilft  the  two  crowns  were  difunited, 
'  I  do  not  wonder  that  there  was  a  mutual  jealoufy 
'  between  the  fouthern  and  northern  parts  of  this 

*  ifland ;  but,  after  the  two  crowns  came  to  be  u- 
'  nited,  I  cannot  comprehend,  how  a  difunion  and 
'  jealoufy  ftill  fubfifted  between  the  two  nations. 
'  It  is  furprizing,  that  after  the  union  of  the  two 

*  crowns,  the  two  nations  fhould  have  continued 

C  c  4  *  io 
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^  fo  long  dirunited.  Two  nations  inhabiting  the 
^  fame  ipot  of  earth,  and  that  fpot  diilind  and 
^  feparated  from  all  other  parts  of  the  earth, 
'  ought  furely  to  have  united,  and  to  have  re° 
<  moved  all  forts  of  jealoufy,  as  foon  as  poflible  ; 
^  in  order  that  the  northern  might  not  be  left  as  a 
^  back  door,    for  making  an  invafion  upon  the 

*  fouthern  J  and  yet,  I  do  not  know  how,  that. 
^  jealoufy  resnained  for  fome  time  after  the  Revo- 

*  lution,  and  Vv'as  the  caufe  of  defeating  that  pro- 
^  jed,  which  would  now  have  been  of  great  ad- 
^  vantage  to  the  whole  illand.  If  the  bill  I  have 
^  propofed,  (liould  pafs  into  a  law,  that  fociety 
^  may  again  revive,  and  may  be  encouraged  to 
^  go  and  take  poffefTion  of  what  belongs  to  them. 
^  1  am  convinced,  they  would  now  be  powerfully 
^  afTifted  by  the  people  in  this  part  of  the  iiland  ; 
^  and,,^  I  hope,  our  government  would  likewiie 
^  give  them  all  proper  encouragement  and  af- 
^  liflance. 

^  From  vv'hat  I  have  faid.  Sir,  I  hope.  It  ap- 
^  pears,  that  the  bill  I  have  propofed  to  be 
^  brought  in,  muft  contribute  greatly  towards  a 
'  vigorous  profecution  of  the  prefent  war,    and 

*  confequently  towards  procuring  us  a  fpeedy,  aa 
^  honourable,  and  an  advantageous  peace.  ThfS 
^  was  the  reafon,  that  induced  me  to  mov^  for  its 

*  being  brought  in  ;  and  my  reafon  for  making 
f  this  motion  fo  early,  proceeded  from  the  great 
^  diftrefs  we  are  in,  for  want  of  feamen,  and  the 
^  unwillingnefs  they  generally  fhew,  to  enter  into 
^  his  Majefty's  fervige.  That  we  are  in  a  very 
^  great  diftrefs  for  want  of  feamen,  will  not,  I 
^  believe,  be  denied  even  by  thofe  who  have  the 

*  honour  to  be  employed  in  our  adminiftration  i 
^  for  they  would  not,    furely,   have  put  fuch  a 

*  ftop  to  our  trade,  by  preffing  and  embargoes,  if 
^  a  fufficient  fupply  for  his  Majefty's  navy  could 
^  have  been  got  by  any  other  means. 

'  This 
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'  This  diftrefs.  Sir,  I  think  it  no  very  difficult 
'  matter  to  account  for.     Our  Teamen  have  for 

*  thefe  twenty  years  been  not  only  negleded,  but 
'  ill  treated.  They  have  been  upon  every  occa- 
'  fion,   and  often  without  occafion,    prefTed  and 

*  hawled  like  ilaves,  on  board  our  men  of  war, 

*  without  allowing  them  fo  m.uch  as  the  h'berty 
'  of  chufing  which  captain  they  v/ould  ferve  un- 
'  der.     They  have  been  difcouraged  from  enter- 

*  ing  into  his  Majefty's  fervice,  by  fending  them 

*  upon  expeditions,  with  fuch  inftrudions,  as 
'  fometimes  expofed  them  to  great  dangers  and 
'  hardfhips,  and,  at  all  times  difabled  them  from 

*  gaining  either  riches  or  renown.  They  have 
*•  been  often  difmiffed,  before  their  v/ages  could 
^  anfwer  the  charge  of  fitting  themfelves  out ; 
'  and  they  have  been  difmiffed  at  ports,  from 
^  whence  they  had  many  miles  to  travel  on  foot, 

*  and  perhaps  without  a  penny  in  their  pocket, 
^  before  they  could  come  at  any  place  where  they 

*  could  expedl  to  get  into  the  merchant-fervice, 

*  or  into  any  other  bufinefs.     Thefe,  and  many 

*  other  hardfhips  put  upon  them,  drove  fome 
'  into  foreign  fervice,  made  others  leave  the  fea, 
^  and  betake  themfelves  to  fome  employment  at 

*  land,  and  difcouraged  all  in  general  from  breed- 
'  ing  themfelves,  or  their  children,  up  to  the  fea- 
^  fervice.  By  this  m.eans,  our  national  flock  of 
^  feamen,   if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfeif,    has  been 

*  greatly  diminifhed,  and  thofe  that  remain,  have 
'  been  made  to  conceive  fuch  a  diilafte  of  his  Ma- 

*  jefty's  fervice,    that,    we  find,    they  often  run 

*  the  riik,    even  of  death  itfelf,    rather  than  be 

*  forced  into  that  fervice. 

'  From  thefe  caufes,    Sir,    our  prefent  diftrefs 

*  for  want  of  feamen  proceeds  ;  and,  as  I  think 
'  the  bill  intended  by  this  motion,  will  be  a  great 
^  encouragement  to  feamen,  and  likewife  to  land- 
l  men,  to  enter  into  his  Majefty's  fea-fervice,  I 

•  refolved 
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refolved  to  move  as  foon  as  poiTible  for  its  being 
brought  in,  becaufe  I  was,  and  am  11:111  con- 
vinced, that  the  very  motion  for  bringing  in 
fuch  a  bill,  if  it  be  agreed  to,  will:  contribute 
not  a  little  towards  removing  our  prefent  dif- 
trefs ;  but,  if  it  fhould  be  either  refufed  or 
poftponed,  I  fhall  be  extremely  forry  for  having 
made  it ;  for  the  refuhng  or  poftponing  fuch  a 
motion,  at  fuch  a  jundure,  may  be  attended 
with  the  moft  fatal  confequences.  It  will  difpi- 
rit  thofe  feamen  that  are  already  in  the  fervice  ; 
it  will  prevent  our  feamen  that  are  abroad  from 
having  any  thoughts  of  returning  home  ;  and 
it  may  probably  make  fome  of  thofe  that  are 
now  at  home,  fly  into  foreign  fervice,  in  order 
to  prevent  their  being  prelTed  into  his  Majefty^s 
fervice. 

'  Having  thus.  Sir,  kid  before  you  fome  of 
the  chief  reafons  that  induced  me  to  make  this 
motion,  and  to  make  it  fo  early,  I  fhall  next 
beg  leave  to  take  notice  of  fome  of  the  objec- 
tions that  have  been  made  againft  it ;  and, 
I  muft  fay,  I  was  a  little  furprized  at  the  firft 
that  was  made.  As  I  v/as  confcious  of  the  in- 
nocence of  my  intentions,  I  could  not  but  be 
furprized  at  my  being  aecufed  of  fhewing  a  fort 
of  difrefped:  to  the  crown,  by  moving  for  fuch 
a  bill,  wkhout  a  previous  meflage  for  that  pur- 
pofe  from  the  crown,  I  am  no  minifter.  Sir,  I 
have  no  fhare  in  any  of  his  iVIajefly's  councils, 
and  therefore,  T  cannot  certainly  know  what 
may  be  agreeable  to  the  crown  •,  bat  as  a  coun- 
try gentleman,  and  a  member  of  this  heufe,  I 
fuppofed,  that  a  bill  for  promoting  the  fervice 
of  the  crown,  could  not  but  be  agreeable  to  the 
crown  ;  and  I  could  not  fuppofe,  that  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  it  was  necefiary  to  wait  for  a  meflage  ; 
efpecially,  when  I  confidered,  that  bills  of  the 
fame  nature  had  before  been  brought  in  and 

'  pafled 
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pafTed  into  laws,  without  any  previous  meflage 
from  the  crown.  Nay,  the  very  bill  now  in- 
tended was  brought  in  two  years  ago  without 
any  fuch  mefiage,  and  not  the  leaft  complaint 
made  againft  it,  on  that  account.  The  offering 
of  fuch  a  bill,  at  that  time,  might,  perhaps, 
by  fome  be  thought  premature  -,  but  now  it 
muft  be  agreeable  to  every  one  who  willies  to 
fee  the  prefent  war  vigoroufly  profecuted,  and 
honourably  and  fpeedily  concluded  •,  and  for 
this  reafon,  I  am  fure,  it  will  be  agreeable  to 
his  Majefty,  if  the  intention  of  the  bill  be  ho- 
neftly  and  fairly  reprefented  to  him,  whatever 
it  may  be  to  fome  of  thofe  that  have  a  much 
more  free  accefs  to  him  than  I  have. 
'  So  much  I  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  fay. 
Sir,  in  my  ov/n  vindication  ;  and  as  this  objec- 
tion has  already  been  fhewn  to  be  nothing  but  a 
pretence,  I  have  no  occafion,  I  think,  to  take 
any  farther  notice  of  it-  The  other  objedlions  that 
have  been  made,  are  objedlions  of  a  different 
nature :  They  are  objedtions  againil  the  bill  it- 
felf,  as  well  as  againft  the  motion  ;  and  were 
chiefly  infifted  on  by  the  honourable  gentlehian 
that  fpoke  laft  on  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion. 
Thofe  that  fpoke  before  him,  infifted  principally 
upon  the  unfeafonablenefs  of  the  motion  ;  but 
he  threw  afide  all  difguife,  and  direded  his 
whole  artillery  againft  the  bill  itfelf ;  and  there- 
fore, I  muft  add  a  little  to  what  has  been  ex- 
tremely well  faid  by  my  worthy  friend  that 
fpoke  laft,  by  way  of  anfwer  to  his  ob- 
jections. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  endeavoured.  Sir, 
to  fhev/  a  difference  between  our  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  and  the  circumftances  we  were  in,  when 
fuch  a  bill  as  this  was  pafted  in  the  late  Queen's 
time.  Does  he  think,  that,  if  the  grievances 
which  were  afterwards  felt,  had  been  forefeen 
I  *  at 
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at  the  beginning  of  that  war,  thofe  bills  would 
not  have  been  brought  in,  and  pafled  the  very 
next  feffion  after  that  war  broke  out  ?  The  in- 
con  veniencies  he  has  mentioned,  would  not,  I 
am  fure,  have  been  thought  of  any  weight  by 
that  adminiilration,  whatever  they  may  be  by 
this.  The  difficulty  about  goods  put  on  board 
an  enemy's  Ihip  before  the  declaration  of  war, 
or  within  the  time  limited  by  treaties,  has  alrea- 
dy been  fully  anfwered  5  and,  as  to  the  diffi- 
culty about  infurance,  I  believe,  all  the  Spanifi 
fliips,  upon  which  any  infurance  was  made  be- 
fore the  end  cf  May  laft,  are  now  arrived  at 
their  defigned  ports.  If  the  infurance  v/as  made 
fince  that  time,  the  infurer  ought  to  fuixer  ;  be- 
caufe  it  was  then  evident  that  there  would  be  a 
breach  between  us  and  Spain  \  but,  in  order  to 
remove  this  difficulty,  and  to  gain  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  approbation  of  what  I 
propofe,  which,  I  believe,  is  extremely  ne- 
ceffary  for  fecuring  its  fuccefs,  I  Ihall  be  ready 
to  agree,  that  the  bill  fhall  not  commence  or  be- 
gin to  take  effedt,  till  fo  many  weeks,  in  Eu- 
rope^ and  fo  many  months,  in  America^  after 
his  Majefty's  declaration  of  war,  as  are  ftipu- 
lated  by  treaties  between  us,  and  any  of  our 
friends,  or  allies. 

'  As  for  cur  merchants,  Sir,  that  fuffered  by 
the  Spanijh  depredations  In  time  of  peace,  I 
wifn  we  had  fhewn  a  proper  compaffion  for 
them  feveral  years  ago :  If  we  had,  I  am  fure 
they  would  not  have  fuffered  fo  much  •,  and 
they  might  probably  have  got  full  fatisfadlion 
before  this  time.  But,  when  we  are  thinking 
of  fhewing  comipaffion  for  thofe  that  have  fuf- 
fered by  our  peaceable  meafures,  we  ought  to 
think  of  fhewing  compaffion  for  our  merchants 
and  trade  in  general,  which  muft  fuffer,  and 
may  be  undone  by  a  long  continuance  of  the 

'  war. 
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war.  If  we  do  this,  we  fhall  think  of  nothing 
but  of  putting  a  fpeedy  and  honourable  end  to 
the  war.  This  ought  to  be  our  principal  aim, 
and  if  we  allow  ourfelves  to  be  diverted  from 
this,  by  a  regard  for  any  thing  elfe,  we  may 
probably  find  ourfelves  diiappointed  of  both^ 
which  in  the  end  will  be  a  much  greater  lofs, 
even  to  our  fufFering  merchants,  than  the  ad- 
vantage they  can  reap,  by  having  a  fnare  of 
fuch  prizes  as  may  be  taken  during  the  war. 
And  as  to  our  land-holders,  or  any  other  fet  of 
men  in  the  kingdom,  that  may  be  relieved  by- 
applying  a  part  of  the  prizes  towards  defl'aying 
the  expence  of  the  war,  if  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman has  a  real  concern  for  their  relief,  and 
for  relieving  them  in  fuch  a  way  as  may  not  in- 
terrupt our  profecution  of  the  war,  he  fhould 
agree  to  this  bill ;  becaufe  it  may  be  the  caufe 
of  the  war's  being  carried  on  principally  at  the 
expence  of  private  men.  It  is  remark'd  by  all 
hiftorfans,  as  a  piece  of  good  condud:  in  Queen 
Elizabeth^  that  Hie  often  got  her  v/ar  again  ft 
Spain  carried  on  at  the  expence  of  private  ad- 
venturers, who  did  infinite  mifchief  to  the  ene- 
my, without  putting  that  wife  Queen  to  any 
other  expence,  than  that  of  lending  them  a  few 
of  her  fhips  of  war.  But  I  queftion  much 
if  this  example  will  be  followed  in  the  prefent 
war  i  for  fome  people  are  fo  fond  of  touching 
publick  money,  that  they  are,  I  believe,  afraid 
lefl  any  money  fhould  now  be  laid  out  in  the 
profecution  of  the  war,  that  does  not  pafs 
through  their  fingers. 

'  I  believe,  no  man  Vv^ill  doubt  of  my  rejoicing 
in  the  fuccefs  we  have  already  had  in  the  v/ar  ; 
but,  I  muft  obferve.  Sir,  that  if  it  had  been 
begun  as  it  was,  either  in  Queen  ElizabetJfs  or 
Oliver  Cromzvell's  time,  our  fuccefs  m.ight  pro- 
bably  have  been  much   greater.     We    might 

*  have 
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*  have  been,  by  this  time,  in  pofleflion  of  fome  o( 

*  the  enemy's  provinces,  as  well  as  fome  of  their 

*  fliips  j    and,    if  proper  care  had  been  taken,  1 

*  am  fure,  they  could  not  have  been  in  pofTeflion 

*  of  fo  many  of  our  merchant- fhips  as  they  are  ; 

*  for  notwithftanding   the  fuccefs  we  have  had, 

*  I  believe,    they  are  pretty  equal  with  us  upon 

*  the  balance,  at  leaft  in  the  feas  of  Europe^ 
*-  whatever  they  may  be  in  thofe  of  America  ;  for^ 
'  as  that  part  of  the  world  is  not  fo  immediately 

*  under  the  influence  of  our  domeftick  councils, 

*  I  do  not  know  but  that  the  war  may  be  carried 
'  on  with  a  little  more  vigour.     Bur,    whatever 

*  prizes  we  may  meet  with,  either  in  the  feas  of 
'  Europe  or  America^  I  fhould  be  for  giving  the 

*  whole  to  the  captors,  let  it  be  of  what  value  it 
'  will.  Whoever  has  it,  it  will  be  fo  much  taken 
'  from  the  enemy,  and  added  to  the  wealth  of 
'  this  nation  •,  for,  whatever  belongs  to  private 
'  men,  belongs  to,  and  may  be  reckoned  a  part 

*  of  the  publick  ftock  of  the  nation.  If  it  be  di- 
'  vided  among  our  feamen,  it  will  foon  circulate, 
'  and  if  confiderable,    may  contribute  to  reduce 

*  the  intereft  of  money,  which  will  be  an  advan- 
'  tage  to  our  trade  in  general,  and  to  every  pri- 
'  vate  man  in  particular,  except  ufurers  and  pawn- 
'  brokers.     Suppofe  fome  of  our  feamen  fhould, 

*  by  a  rich  prize,  get  great  fortunes,  and  fhould 
'  take  fuch  care  of  what  they  get,  (which  is  fel- 
'  dom  the  cafe)  as  to  prevent  their  going  to  fea 
'  any  more :  Inftead  of  diminifhing,   it  would  in- 

*  creafe  our  number  of  feamen  ;  for,  if  we  fhould 
'  lofe  two  or  three  hundred  feamen,  by  fuch  a 
<  lucky  accident,  their  good  fortune  would  fend 
'  ten  thoufand  to  fea  in  their  room  ;  fo  that  the 

*  nation  can  no  way  fuffer  by  giving  the  whole  of 
^  every  prize  to  the  captors,  and  it  will  contribute 
'  a  great  deal  towards  a  vigorous  profecution  of 

*  the  war, 

*  However, 
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«  However,  Sir,   as  I  am  willing  to  gain,  at 
^  any  reafonable  rate,  the  honourable  gentleman's 

*  approbation  to  a  bill,  which  I  think  To  neceflary 
^  in  our  prefent  circumftances,  if  lie  thinks  it  too 
'  much,  to  give  the  whole  of  a  galleon  or  regifter- 

*  (hip  to  the  captors,  we  may  eafily  guard  againft 
'  this  inconvenience,  by  excepting  fuch  fhips  out 
'  of  the  bill,  which  I  fhall,  for  the  fake  of 
'  having  his  concurrence,  agree  to  ;  though  I 
'  think  it  not  quite  fo  right,  becaufe,  1  am  afraid, 
'  it  may  be  the  caufe  of  fome  of  thofe  fhips 
'  efcaping,  when  they  might  otherwife  have  fallen 
'  into  our  hands  ;  which  v/ill  be  a  double  lofs  to 

*  us,  by  preventing  our  adding  to  our  owr> 
'  wealth,  and  by  adding  to  the  wealth  of  our 
'  enemies,  whereby  they  will  be  enabled  to  con- 
'  tinue  the  war  longer,  or  to  profecute  it  with 
'  more  vigour  againft  us. 

'  I  ihall  readily  grant.  Sir,  that  notwithftand- 

*  ing  the  beft  meafures  we  can  concert,  and  the 
'  utmoft  care  we  can  take,  many  of  the  enemy's 
'  fhlps  may  efcape  us,  by  various  accidents  at  fea  ; 
'  but  this,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  an  argu- 
'  ment  for  our  giving  the  greater  encouragement 
'  to  our  fhips  of  war,  to  be  diligent  in  cruifing,, 

*  and  watchful  in  looking  out  for  them ;  and 
*■  therefore,    I  think,    our   giving   the  whole  of 

*  every  prize  that  fhall  be  taken,  as  an  encourage- 
'  ment,  to  the  captors,  is  the  beft  ufc  that  can  be 
'  made  of  thofe  prizes  we  may  have  the  good 

*  luck  to  meet  with.  To  this  I  muft  add.  Sir, 
'  that  this  uncertainty  of  meeting  with  their  ftilps 
'  at  fea,  ought  likewlfe  to  be  an  argument  for  our 

*  refolving  to  attack  them  at  land,  as  well  as  fea; 
'  and,  that  therefore,  in  order  to  fave  the  pub- 
'  lick  expence  as  much  as  poftible,  we  ought  to 
'  encourage  private  adventurers,  to  attack  and 
^  make  conquefts  upon  them  at  land.     So  that 

*  this  uncertainty,  inftead  of  being  an  argument 

'  againft 
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*  againft  the  biJl,  is  in  every  refpedb  an  argument 

*  in  its  favour. 

'  Thus,  Sir,    I  hope,    I  have  fully  anfwered 

*  every  objedlion  againil  the  bill,  that  was  not  be- 

*  fore   fufficiently   removed    by   other   gentlemen 

*  who  'have  fpoke  in  this  debate :  I  hope,  I  have 

*  fhewn,    that    the    objediions   are   either   of  no 

*  weight,  or  fuch  as  do  not  in  the  leaft  affcdt  the 
'  motion,  becaufe  they  may  be  efFedlually  re- 
'  moved  by  proper  claufes  and  expreffions  in  the 
'  drawing  up  of  the  bill,    or  by  proper  amend- 

*  ments  after  it  is  drawn  up ;  and  therefore,  if  a 
'  negative  fhould  be  put  upon  this  motion,  I  fhall 

*  look  upon  it,  I  believe  moft  men  will  look  upon 
'  it,  as  a  moft  terrible  omen,  with  refpeft  to  our 

*  future  condud  in  this  juft  and  necefiary  war. 

*  With  moft  people  without  doors,  it  will  be  a 
«  confirmation  of  v^liat  his  Majefty  has  been  plea- 

<  fed  to  tell  us,  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

<  They  will  from  thence  conclude,  that  his  Maje- 
«  fty  has  fecret  enemies,  not  only  at  home,  but 
«  in  his  own  councils  ;  and,  I  wiih  the  obftinacy 
«  of  Spain ^  and  the  condudl  ftie  has  of  late  years 

<  dared  to  hold  towards  us,  m.ay  not  be  more 
«  owins  to  this,  than  to  thofe  divifions  and  ani- 

<  mofities  that  fubfifted  amongft  us  before  the 
'  war  broke  out ;  for,  as  thofe  divifions  and  ani- 

<  moiities  were  entirely  owing  to  fome  of  our 
'  people's  fhewing  too  great  a  fondnefs  for  peace, 
«  file  could  from  thence  exped  no  advantage  after 

<  a  declaration  of  war,    unlefs  (he  had  reafon  to 

*  believe,  that  thofe  very  people  would  betray  us 
'  into  an  imprudent,  pu(illanimous,  and  deftruc- 
«  tive  method  of  profecuting  the  war,  in  order  to 
«  juftify,  by  our  misfortunes  and  want  of  fuccefs 
«  in  war,  the  fondnefs  they  had  before  ihewn  for 

<  an  infamous  and  ruinous  peace.' 

The  qupition  being  at  laft  put,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to  without  a  divifion, 

JVeinefday^ 
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JVednefday^  November  11  y  Sir  William  Wyndhdm 
flood  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  efFed. 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
*  Sir,  The  motion  I  have  in  my  hand  is  of  {q  ^}'  ^p^f 

*  great  importance  to  the  honour  or  his  Majelty,  fp«ch  and 

*  to  the  dignity  of  this  houfe,  and  to  the  interefts  "io"o"  ^' 

T  1     !•  T   /I      11   1  r\  giving  nis 

*  of  this  nation,  that  I  believe  I  mail  be  eaiily  ex-  Majefty  ths 

*  cufed  for  taking  this  opportunity,  without  any  pXm°cU. 

*  previous  notice  to  the  houfe,  of  bringing  it  in.  I 

*  own.  Sir,  I  cannot,  without  fome  little  vanity, 

*  refled  that  I  have  the  honour  to  be  the  author  of 

*  a  motion,  which,  if  agreed  to,  as  doubtlefs  it 

*  will,  ^uft  retrieve  the  glory  of  this  nation  from 

*  all  the  infamy  and  difgrace,  with  which  a  long 

*  train  of  weak  unfuccefsful  negotiations,  incon- 
'  fiftent  treaties,  and  ridiculous  expeditions,  have 

*  clouded  it.  In  one  word.  Sir,  it  is  a  motion  that 
'  muft  have  that  efFed:,  becaufe  it  will  put  it  out 

*  of  the  power  of  thofe  who  have  been  the  au- 
'  thors  of  fo  much  diihonour  and  difgrace  to  this 

*  nation,  any  longer  to  make  fo  bad  a  ufe  of  their 

*  influence.     But,  Sir,  as  the  motion  is  of  an  un- 

*  ufual  nature,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  make  the 

*  necefTity  and  expediency  of  it  as  clear  to   the 

*  houfe  as  it  is  poffible. 

'  I  believe,  Sir,  there  is  fcarce  any  body  at  pre- 

*  fent  fo  little  acquainted  with  publick  affairs,  as 

*  not  to  be  fenfible  that  we  are  now  involved  in  a 
'  war,  becaufe  thofe  who  have  had  the  manage- 
'  ment  of  the  national  affairs  for  thefe  twenty  years 
^  paft  have  not  known  how  to  make  peace.     If 

*  they  had,  'tis  impoffible  that  the  terms  and  limits 

*  of  the  Britijh  trade  fhould  have  remained  nnde- 

*  termined;  at  leaft,  that  branch  of  the  Weft-Jndia 

*  trade,  which  fupports  and  feeds  all  the  others. 

*  But  for  want  of  knowledge  in  the  true  intercft  of 

*  their  country,  the  firft  flep  to  minifterial  reputa- 
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'  t.'ion,  we  have  been  negotiated  into  an  unnecefTary 

*  but  expenfive  war. 

'  Where  there  is  a  vifible  advantage  in  protrad- 

*  ing  a  peace,  or  delaying  a  war,  which  is  often 

*  the  cafe,  an  adminiftration.  Sir,  would  be  blame- 
'  able,  if,  from  an  ill-tim'd  precipitancy,  they 
'  fnould  hazard  that  by  a  doubtful  war,  which 

*  they  have  a  moral  aflurance  of  obtaining  by  an 
'  honourable  peace.  This,  Sir,  is  the  fum  of  all 
'  that  can  be  advanced  for  our  late  pacifick,  I  may 
'  fay,  pufillanimous  difpofitions.     But,  Sir,  a  very 

*  fhort  review  of  the  affairs  of  this  nation  will  be 

*  {ufficient  to  convince  gentlemen,  that,  by  delay- 

*  ing  the  demands  of  ilitisfadlion,  we  increafed  the 
'  difficulty  of  obtaining  it.  i 

'  I  am  very  unwilling.  Sir,  to  trouble  the  houfe 

*  with  any  thing  that  has  been  faid  before  on  this 

*  fubjed,  and  therefore  fnall  avoid  it  as  much  as 
'  poftible.  But  as  the  nature  of  the  motion,  I 
'  have  in  my  hand,  requires  fome  fhort  review  of 

*  the  hiitory  of  our  differences  with  Spain ;  as  fuch 

*  a  review  may,  perhaps,  conduce  to  the  informa- 
'  tion  of  thofe  who  may  be  intruded  with  the 

*  condud  of  future  negotiations,  and  as  I  have 
'  not  the  honour  to  be  entitled  to  deliver  my  {en- 
*•  timents  on  this  head  in  another  place,  I  hope  to 

*  meet  with  the  indulgence  of  the  houfe. 

'  The  great  point,  Sir,  that  from  the  beginning 
'  of  our  differences  with  Spain  (which,  I  think, 
'  may  be  traced  back  as  far  as  the  fifth  year  of  his 
'  late  Majefly's  reign)  was  infifted  upon  by  this 
'  nation,  was  ''  an  abfolute  renunciation,  on  the 
"  part  of  that  crown,  of  all  claim  to  (lop  or  fearch 
"  the  faips  of  this  nation  on  the  high  feas."  The 
'  juftice  and  neceflity  of  our  obtaining  fuch  a  re- 
'  nunciation,  was  fo  fully  laid  down  by  my  ho- 

*  nourable  friend,  over  the  way,  two  feflions  ago, 
'  that  I  (hall  fay  nothing  on  that  head,  becaufe  I 

*  can  fay  nothing  that  he  did  not  fay  much  better 

'  before. 
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'  before.     All  I  would  obferve  Is,  that  this  great 
'  point  Teems  to  have  been  cither  entirely  unknown, 

*  or  wilfully  negledled,  by  thofe  who  have  tranf- 

*  a6led  our  affairs  with  that  crown.     The  claim, 

*  Sir,   of  fearching  our  (hips,   under  pretence  of' 
'  their  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade  with  the  Spanijh 

'  fettlements,  has  been  but  very  lately  avowed  by 

*  that  court.     But  the  pradlice  is  of  fo  long  fland- 

*  ing  as  King  Charles  II.     The  Spaniards^  how- 

*  ever,  in  that  Prince's  time,  paid  very  dear  for 
'  thofe  few  inftances  of  injullice  and  oppreffion 
'  then  committed ;  but  which  our  long  forbearance 
'  undei^  them  fmce  feems  to  have  given  them  al- 
'  moft  a  title  to  the  pradlce  of.  In  the  minority 
'  of  one  of  their  Princes,  the  interefts  of  Spain 
'  were  fo  far  mifunderftood  by  a  violent  but  weak 
^  woman,  Vv^ho  was  then  Regent,  that  fhe  ilTued 
'  out  feveral  fchedulas,  authorizing  the  fubje(fts  of 
'  Spain  in  America  to  make  prizes  of  our  fnips 
'  which  fliould  be  found  within  fuch  diftances  of 
^  their  fettlements.  But  we  foon  found  means  of 
'  making  them  repent  this  ftep,  for  our  merchants 

*  made  reprizals  at  their  own  charge  \  xh^  Spaniards 
'  concerned  in  thefe  captures  were  treated  as  pi- 
'-  rates,  and,  without  putting  the  publick  to  the 
'  leaft  expence,  that  crown  was  forced  into  a  good 
'  behaviour :  The  fchedulas  were  recalled^  and  if  I 
'  am  not  miftaken,  fome  of  their  governors  were 
'  punifhed,  and  we  carried  on  that  trade  to  a  de- 

*  gree,  that,  in  a  fhort  time,  made  us  as  much  the 

*  fubjedt  of  the  envy  of  Europe  as  we  are  now  of 

■  its  contempt. 

'  I  have  heard  it  alked,  Sir,  even  within  thefe 

*  two  years,  in  this  very  houfe  (I  don't  know  if 
'  the  fame  objedion  was  not  made  in  another  place) 

■  If  the  Spaniards  had  no  right  on  any  account  td 
'  fearch  our  fhips  in  thofe  feas,  why  did  we  not^ 
'  at  that  timCj  oblige  them  to  renounce  that  claim? 
'  And  it  was  inferred,  That  our  not  doing  it  then^ 
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or  fince,  was  a  proof  that  we  looked  upon  it  as 
juftly  founded.  Sir,  I  will  not  pretend  to  apo- 
logize for  every  meafure  of  that  reign  ♦,  but  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  found,  that  there  were  many  rea- 
fons,  and  thofe  ftrong  ones  too,  which  might 
prevail  with  our  court,  at  that  time,  not  to  infift 
on  fuch  a  renunciation.  In  the  firfl  place,  Sir, 
till  the  1 8th  of  King  Charles  II.  there  was  one 
continued  ftruggle  betwixt  our  court  and  that  of 
Spain,  for  opening  the  Spanijh  ports  in  America 
to  a  free  trade  with  this  nation.  I  cannot,  Sir, 
bring  a  ftronger  proof  of  this,  than  by  an  extradb 
which  I  have  in  my  hand  from  the  inftrudions 
delivered  by  our  court  to  Sir  Richard  Fanjhaw^ 
fent  from  hence  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  Spain.  I  fhall,  Sir,  take  the  liberty  to  read 
to  the  houfe  part  of  the  twelfth,  and  part  of  the 
fifteenth  inftrudlion. 

'  Part  of  the  twelfth  inftrudlion  runs  in  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "  That  it  will  hkewife  be  necef- 
'  fary,  that  our  fubjeds  may  difcern  that  our  en- 
'  gagement  for  that  crown  will  be  attended  with 
'  fome  general  benefit  and  advantage  to  trade,  in 
'  lieu  of  what  they  fhall  be  deprived  of  by  fuch 
'  our  engagement;  and  therefore  you  fhall  require, 
«  that  we  may  have  a  free  trade  into  the  Indies,  at 
"  leaft  for  fuch  a  number  of  fhips  as  fhall  be  agreed 
''  on  -,  in  confideration  of  which  liberty  we  will  be 
"  obliged,  at  feafons  of  the  year  to  be  agreed  on, 
^'  to  deliver  fuch  a  number  of  negroes  at  fet  prizes; 
''  and  will  likewife  be  obliged,  in  our  own  fliips, 
"  to  deliver,  in  any  port  of  Spain,  their  plate  or 
"  our  cargoes,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fhall  be  adjufl- 
"  ed:  And  without  fuch  liberty  aforefaid,  of  a  free 
*'  trade  and  commerce  into  thofe  dominions  of  his 
*'  Catholick  Majefty,  you  do  conclude,  there  can 
"  never  be  a  flridler  alliance  between  us  and  Spain 
*'  than  hath  been  accuflom'd  to  preferve  the  mu- 

''  tual 
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*'  tual  traffick  and  commerce  between  the  two  na- 
"  tions." 

<  Fart  of  the  fifteenth  article  of  that  gentleman's 

*  inftrudlions.  Sir,  runs  thus:  "  With  this  and 
*'  other  occafions,  refuming  the  difcourfe  of  the 
^'  dlfad vantages  under  which  they  lie  in  their 
*'  commerce  to  the  Weft-hidies  by  the  weaknefs  of 
*'  their  maritime  power,  and  the  neceflity  incum- 
*'  bent  on  them  to  provide,  betimes,  for  fome  fe- 
*'  curities  towards  that  navigation,  left  the  want  of 
''  them,  in  fome  of  thofe  accidents  which  now 
^^  threaten  the  monarchy  of  Spain ^  ihould  oblige 
"  thofe  of  the  Weft-Indies  to  open  their  ports 
*'  themfelves  to  all  nations:  Whereas  that  liberty 
"  being  treated  by  confent  with  us,  and  indulged 
'^  to  us  alone,  (though  it  were  but  for  a  certain 

*  •  number  of  fhips)  their  own  rules  in  that  govern- 
*'  ment  might  remain  entire-,  and  we  fupport  it 
*'  with  advantage  enough  to  ourfelves,  in  a  ftatc 
*'  to  preferve  the  whole  monarchy  upon  its  own 
*'  foundation;  whereas  without  it,  any  of  thofe 
^^  accidents  happening,  it  muft  in  all  probability 
^«  diflblve.'' 

*  Thefe  authorities.  Sir,  I  think  are  fufficient  to 

*  prove,  that  our  court  at  that  time  did  not  think 

*  the  exclufion  of  all  other  nations  from  a  right  to 

*  trade  with  the  Spanijh  fettlements  abfolutely  ne- 
'  ceflary  to  the  repofe  of  Europe ;  a  dodrine.  Sir, 

*  that  of  late  has  been  very  much  infifted  on,  for 

*  what  purpofes  'tis  no  hard  matter  to  judge.  But, 

*  Sir,  the  principal  ufe  I  intend  to  make  of  thefc 

*  paffages  is,   to  account  for  the  reafons  why  we 

*  did  not  infift  on  a  renunciation  of  their  right  to 

*  fearch  our  Ihips.    Such  a  renunciation.  Sir,  while 

*  we  entertained  any  hopes  of  our  having  a  free  . 

*  trade  allowed  us  to  their  fettlements  (which,  *tis 

*  plain,  our  ambaflador  was  to  have  principally  in 

*  view)  muft  have  been  unjuft  and  unreafonable,  ^ 

*  becaufe  contrary  to  the  right  which  every  Sove- 
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^  reign  has  to  prevent  all  illicit  trade  betwixt  his 
'  own  fubjedls  and  thofe  of  a  foreign  power,  when 
'  a  trade  is  free.     For,  give  me  leave  to  fav,  Sir, 

*  that  no  trade  is  fo  frtQ,  at  Itafh  none  in  Europe 
^  that  I  know  of,  betwixt  any  two  powers,  but  that 
^  fome  certain  commodities  are  fpecifically  excepted, 

*  both  from  exportation  and  importation.  This, 
^  Sir,  necelTarily  implies  a  mutual  right  to  fearch, 
'  But  as  in  the  cafe  betwixt  us  and  Spain^  there 
'  can  be  no  objedl  of  fearch,  becaufe  all  trade  is 

*  prohibited  *,  where  there  is  no  objed  of  fearch, 
'  there  can  be  no  right  to  ftop  and  moleft  our  mer- 
t  chants  under  pretence  of  fearching. 

'  From  thefe  confiderations,  Sir,  I  think  it  fuf- 
^  iiciently  appears,  that  while  we  were  in  hopes  of 
^  obtaining  a  liberty  to  trade  with  the  Spanijh  In- 
^  dies^  we  could  not  infift  on  any  fuch  renunciar 
*■  tion  :  But  why  was  it  not  infifted  on  afterwards, 
^  when  this  miUtual  prohibition  was  ftipulated,  as 

*  it  was  by  the  treaty  of  the  i8th  of  King  Charles 

*  II.  and  the  American  treaty  ?  This,  Sir,  may  bs 
^  eafily  accounted  for  too.  Our  court,  which  at 
*■  that  time  was  flill  ftanding  in  need  of  money, 
^  found  it  their  intereft  to  wink  at  tht,  Spanijh  de- 
^  predations,  becaufe  it  gave  us  a  handle  of  making 

*  fuch  reprizals  upon  the  Spaniards^  as  this  crown 

*  found  the  fweets  of.  For  it  appears.  Sir,  that 
^  our  court  privately  connived  at  our  governors 
*^  abroad,  and  fhared  in  the  booty.  The  governors,, 
'  on  the  other  handa  Sir,  made  fo  good  ufe  of  that 
^  connivance,  that  at  one  particular  juncfture  their 
*:  reprizals  on  the  Spaniflj  fettlements  arofe  to  fuch 

*  a  height  as  almoft  to  make  it  a  national  quarrel 
^  betwixt  us  and  Fra^tce,  Befides,  Sir,  the  depre- 
'  dations  committed  by  Spain  at  that  time  were 
'  but  petty  ones,  there  were  not  above  half  a  do- 

*  zen  inftances  in  all,  and  the  greateft  of  theirs  not 
^  to  be  compared  with  the  fmalleft  of  the  many 

.   ^  whicli^ 
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^  which  our  merchants  have  proved  at  the  bar  of 
'  this  houfe. 

^  Having  faid  thus  much,  Sir,  I  fhall  not  trouble 

*  the  houfe  with  a  particular  detail  of  our  affairs 
'  with  Spain  in  the  three  following  reigns.  Some- 
'  thing,  however,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve 

*  on  that  head.  In  the  reigns  of  King  James  and 
'  King  William^  we  find  few  or  no  inftances  of  the 

*  Spaniards  feizing  our  fhips  in  time  of  peace ;  and 
'  this  laft  Prince,  Sir,  had  it  always  in  view  either 
'  to  make  us  mafters  of  a  large  part  of  the  Spanijh 
'  dominions  in  America^  or  to  oblige  the  pofTefTor, 
^  whoever  he  was,  to  allow  us  a  free  trade  with 
^  their  fettlements.     This,  Sir,  he  might  certainly 

*  have  obtain'd,  had  the  partition  treaty  taken  ef- 
'  fedt :  But,  Sir,  the  ambitious  views  of  France^ 
'  which  then  threatened  the  repofe  of  Europe^  and 
'  his  ruling  pafTion  to  reduce  her  power,  made 
'  Spain  a  necefiary  ally  to  him.  For  this  reafon, 
^  and  by  the  caution  which  Spain  took  to  avoid 
^  what  might  give  offence  to  our  court,  there  was 

*  no  exprefs  regulation  made  with  regard  to  the 
'  mutual  intereits  of  the  two  crowns  in  point  of 
'  comm.erce,  during  his  reign.  Every  body  knows 

*  what  happen'd  afterwards,  and  that  the  Spanijh 

*  Indies  have  fince  continued  in  the  hands  of  the 

*  prefent  Prince,  with  whom  we  were  at  open  war 
'  for  about  thirteen  years,    and  therefore  during 

*  that  time  there  was  no  roomi  for  treaty. 

'  Gentlemen,  Sir,  will  not,  I  believe,  be  very 

*  forward  in  juflifying  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  and 

*  therefore  if  fuch  a  renunciation  as  I  am  fpeaking 

*  of  was  not  at  that  time  obtained,  it  will  not,  I 

*  hope,  be  brought  as  an  argument  why  it  ought 
'  not  to  have  been  obtained  Tince.  But  really.  Sir, 
'  bad  as  that  treaty  is  reprefented  to  be,  our.intereft 
'  in  the  European  trade  was  by  no  means  entirely 
'^  overlooked  by  it;  for  the  American  treaty.  Sir, 
5  is  therein  confirmed,  which  is  more  than  has  been 
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done  in  fome  treaties  made  fince  by  thofe  who 
have  been  loudeft  in  their  cenfures.  Here,  Sir, 
give  me  leave  to  make  one  general  obfervation  in 
defence  of  thofe  who  made  that  treaty ;  That  it 
being  impoflible  to  forefee  that  the  Spaniards 
would  feize  our  fhips  in  time  of  peace,  the  ne- 
gotiators perhaps  judged  very  right,  that  the  con- 
firmation of  the  American  treaty  was  a  fufficient 
fecurity  to  our  trade  in  America.  Give  me  leave 
to  fay.  Sir,  that  treaty,  rightly  underftood,  would 
fecure  it.  Nothing  could  have  made  our  inlifting 
on  a  renunciation  neceflary,  or  indeed  fo  much 
as  expedient,  but  repeated  proofs  on  the  part  of 
Spain.,  that  fhe  thought  herfelf  entitled  by  that 
treaty  to  flop  and  to  fearch  our  fhips,  a  pradtice 
vv^hich  fhe  had  not  then  pretended  to  avow. 
'  There  was  no  neceffity  therefore  of  requiring 
her  to  renounce  what  fhe  had  never  claimed; 
but  as  fhe  has  now  claimed  this  right  for  many 
years,  infifted  on  her  claim  with  the  utmoft  de- 
gree of  infolence,  and  profecuted  it  not  only  with 
the  violence  of  war,  but  with  cruelties  to  which 
even  war  is  a  ftranger,  it  is  now  juft  and  neceflary 
that  fhe  fhould  be  obliged  to  renounce  it.  After 
the  treaty  of  the  9th  of  his  late  Majefly,  the  Spa- 
niJJo  depredations  in  America  may  be  properly  faid 
to  have  commenced.  But  what  was  our  method 
of  negotiation.  Sir?  We  did  not  at  once  deny 
the  claims  of  the  Spaniards.  We  did  not  tell 
them.  You  have  no  right  upon  any  account  to 
ftop  .the  fhips  of  this  nation  on  the  high  feas: 
You  have  no  right  to  fearch  them,  to  feize  them, 
or  to  confifcate  them.  No,  Sir,  we  admitted 
their  right  in  every  one  of  thefe  refpedts;  we 
admitted  it.  Sir,  by  the  very  manner  in  which 
we  treated  -,  we  admitted  it  by  allowing  the  lega- 
lity of  thefe  captures  to  be  examined  •,  we  admit-- 
ted  it  by  fuffering  the  court  of  Spain  to  pro- 
nounce that  this  fhip  is  a  lawfuller  capture  than 

\  th© 
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the  other  was,  becaufe  this  fhip  was  taken  In 
fuch  a  latitude ;  this  fhip  was  laden  with  fuch 
and  fuch  commodities.  It  was  in  this  manner. 
Sir,  that  our  rights  were  negotiated  away,  for 
the  confequence  of  our  treating  in  that  manner 
was,  that  a  great  deal  of  time  was  taken  up  in 
enquiring  into  fads  which  ought  to  have  been 
cut  off  by  this  one  fentence  on  our  part  *,  "  We 
admit  of  every  thing  you  fay  to  be  true,  yet 
thefe  captures  are  Illegal."  This,  Sir,  would 
have  put  it  upon  a  fhort  Ifllie  •,  we  muft  then 
have  fallen  upon  enquiring,  not  into  the  intrica- 
cies of  difputed  fadls,  but  into  the  truth  of  a 
plain  obvious  maxim,  Sir,  which  if  the  Spani- 
ards had  denied,  they  muft  have  likewife  denied 
our  right  to  a  freedom  of  navigation.  If  they 
admitted  it.  Sir,  they  muft  have  admitted  all 
that  could  fecure  it. 

*  But  not  only  debates  and  negotiations,  Sir, 
but  treaties  themfelves  have,  I  am  afraid,  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  making  the  Spaniards 
imagine,  that  they  had  a  right  in  fuch  and  fuch 
circumftances  to  ftop  and  feize  our  fhips.  The 
treaty  of  Seville^  Sir,  refers  to  the  decifion  of 
commiftarles,  all  the  difputed  captures  betwixt 
us  and  Spain.  This,  Sir,  was  going  a  length 
which  we  ought  certainly  to  have  avoided  ;  be- 
caufe, as  I  obferved  before,  it  placed  the  affair 
in  difpute  betwixt  us  upon  a  falfe  fuppofitlon. 
It  gave  the  Spaniards  an  opportunity  of  difpu- 
ting  and  wrangling  about  every  fa6t,  and  to 
protradl  the  negotiations  of  the  commifTaries  till 
their  point  which  they  had  in  view  in  that  treaty 
was  gained,  then  they  renewed  their  depreda- 
tions, and  laugh'd  at  us. 

*  Sir,  I  fay  nothing  upon  this  head,  in  which 
I  am  not  warranted  by  pofitive  fads  afferted  in 
the  papers  lying  upon  your  table.  There,  Sir, 
we  fee  remonftrances,  and  memorials,  given  by 

*  your 
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«  your  miniiters  to  the  court  of  Spain^  upon  the 

*  fubjed  of  depredations,  but  not  a  fingle  word 

*  in  them  all  of  what  ought  to  have  been  the 

*  chief,   and  even  the  only  fubjedt  of  them,   an 

*  abfolute  denial  of  all  right  claimed  by  the  Spa^ 

*  niards  to  fcarch,  except  in  their  ports  and  har- 
'  bours.  Even  the  deciiion  of  our  differences  by 
'  commiflaries,  which  commiflaries  were  to  refide 

*  at  Madrid^   and  the  reference  of  the  claims  of 

*  our  merchants  to  their  difcuffion,  was  at  leaft 

*  adding  a  great  hard  (hip  to  their  former  lofles 
'  and  fufferings,  fmce  it  oblig'd  them  to  a  very 
'  expenfive,  troublefome,  and  fruitlefs  method  of 
'  folicitation  :   A  method  of  which  the  inconve- 

*  niencies  were  rightly  forefeen,  and  plainly  fore- 
*-  told  in  the  protefts  of  the  other  houfe,  and 
'  which  from  the  beginning  had  no  profpedl  of 
*■  better  fuccefs. 

'  But,  Sir,  to  come  nearer  to  the  point:  I 
'  fiiould  be  glad  if  any  gentleman,  who  has  a 
'  good  opinion  of  that  treaty,  would  tell  us  v/hat 
'  benefit  the  interefts  of  the  nation  could  have 
'  received,  even  though  our  merchants  had  ob- 
'  tained  full  fatisfadion  at  the  court  of  Madrid^ 

*  if  the  Spaniards  ftill  maintain  their  claim  to 
^  fearch  our  Ihips.  A  few  private  merchants  might 
^  have  perhaps  been  relieved,  but  the  nation  in 
^  general  mufi:  have  fufiered  by  admitting  a  claim, 
^  which  in  efred:  deilroys  the  freedom  of  our  na- 

*  vigation.  The  fame  principle.  Sir,  which  in- 
'  duced  us  to  make  t\\Q  Spaniards  ]\:idgQS  o^  the 

*  damages  we  were  to  receive,  mufl  have  made 
'  us  acquiefce  If  we  had  received  none,  or  but  ve- 

*  ry  little ;  for  in  all  references  the  parties  are  ob- 
'  liged  to  fubmit  to  the  decifion  of  the  judges.  It 

*  Is  true  our  commlfTaries  were  joined  with  thofe 
'  of  Spain^  but  that  we  fee  did  not  mend  the 
'  matter,    for  they  could  do  nothing  by  them- 

*  felves,   however  willing,   and  It  was  the  fame 

*  thing 
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'  thing  to  the  fufferers,  as  if  no  commiiTaries  from 
«  us  had  been  there,  nay  much  worfe,  becaufe  the 

*  nation  was  at  a  conliderable  expence  in  main- 

*  taining  them  to  no  purpofe. 

*  Thus,  Sir,  I  think  it  appears  very  plain,  thafc 

^  the  treaty  of  Seville  gave  us  no  profpecfl  for 

'  ending  the  difputes  betwixt  us  and  Spai?i  to  ouf 

'  advantage,  even  fuppofuig  that  Spain  had  punc- 

'  tually  fulfilled  all  the  engagements  we  entered 

*  into  by  that  treaty  •,  becaufe  the  principal  point, 

*  an  abfolute  renunciation  on  the  part  of  Spain  to 
^  her  claim  of  fearch,  was  neither  granted  nor  de^ 
'  manded.  But  our  negotiators,  Sir,  may  fay 
^  for  themfelves,  Where  was  the  necefTity  of  in- 

*  lifting  upon  the  renunciation  of  a  claim  that  ne* 
'  ver  was  m^ade  ?    The  Spaniards  did  not  claim 

*  any  fuch  right,  why  fhould  they  renounce  it? 
'  I  think,  Sir,  I  have  heard  an  honourable  gen- 
*"  tleman,  over  the  way,    fay,    that  our  obliging 

*  them  to  renounce  it  by  the  convention,  would 

*  have  been,  in  fome  meafure,  to  have  admitted 
'  it.  I  hope  that  I  have  faid  enough  already  to 
'  anfwer  the  former  of  thefe  objedlions,  and  my 
'  honourable  friend's  obfervation  anfwers  itfelfl 
'  But,  Sir,  I  come  now  to  a  period  wherein  that 
'  claim  was  adually,  in  exprefs  terms,  made  by 
'  the  Spaniards^  in  terms  equally  exprefs  refufed 

*  by  our  minifter,  and  yet  afterwards  admitted  by 
'  that  very  minifter,  though  direded,  by  the  re- 
'  folutions  of  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  not  to 
'  admit  it.  This  confideration  alone.  Sir,  is  fuffi'^ 
'  cient  to  prove  the  expediency,  nay  the  neceffity 

*  of  the  m.otion  I  am  to  make. 

'  In  the  letter,  Sir,  from  the  SpaniJIj  minifter 

*  to  Mr.  Ksene^  we  find  that  court  infifting  pofi- 
'  tively  upon  a  right  to  fearch  all  ftiips  which 
^  ftiould  be  found  to  have  without  neceftity  (of 
f  which   neceftity    the  Spaniards   are   to  judge) 

'  changed 
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*  changed  their  courfe  fo  as  to  approach  any  of 

*  the  Spanijh  fettlements. 

'  Here  the  claim,  Sir,  is  fairly  made,  and  our 
^  court,  in  a  copy  of  a  letter  communicated  to  this 

*  houfe,  as  intended  to  be  fent  to  Mr.  Keene^  who 

*  was  to  give  it  to  the  Spanijh  minifter  as  the  anr 
^  fwer  of  his  court  to  the  Marquis  de  la  ^adra's 

*  letter,  flatly  denies  it,  and  very  rightly  tells  that 

*  court,    that  it  was  a  claim  unreafonable,  even 

*  upon  the  fuppofition  that  the  crown  of  Spain 

*  was  poflefTed  of  the  fovereignty  of  the  Ameri- 
'  can  feas ;  and  never  would  be  admitted  by  his 

*  Britannick  Majefty,     Sir,  I  don't  know  whe- 

*  ther  this  letter  ever  was  delivered  to  the  court 
'  of  Spain ^  but  this  houfe  is  to  prefume  that  it 

*  was ;  and  if  it  was,  by  what  means  did  it  hap- 

*  pen  that  the  convention  was  afterwards  conclu- 
*•  ded,  in  dire6t  contradidion  to  all  that  is  with 

*  fo  much  reafon  allerted  in  it  ?  For  by  the  con- 
^  vention,   the  claim  of  the  Spaniards  right  to 

*  fearch  our  fhips  is  in  reality  admitted,  as  the  de- 

*  cifion  of  the  legality  of  the  captures  is  referred 

*  to    the    difcuflion   of  plenipotentiaries.     Thus, 

*  Sir,  we  fee  an  evident  inconfiftency  in  our  ne- 

*  gotiations,  which  can  be  accounted  for  only  by 
'  one  of  thefe  fuppofitions :  That  in  the  inter- 
'  mediate  time  betwixt  the  delivery  of  the  letter 
'  I   have   laft  mentioned,    and   the  convention, 

*  they  found  means  to  perfuade  our  minifter  of 
'  the  reafonablenefs  of  their  claim  ;  or  that  our 
'  minifter,  to  facilitate  the  conclufton  of  the  con- 
*•  vention,  voluntarily  withdrew  the  objedions 
"  to  it. 

'  I   could.    Sir,    from  many  fads,   made  evi- 

*  dent  by  the  papers  upon  your  table,  and  from 

*  many  inftances  proved  at  the  bar  of  your  houfe, 

*  fhew  that  our  minifters,    whether  from  igno- 

*  ranee  or  defign  I  ftiall  not  fay,  have  oftner  than 

*  once  admitted  this  claim.     But  I  believe,  what 

'  I 
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I  have  already  faid  on  this  head  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  convince  gentlemen,  that  we  never  can 
obtain  a  peace  with  Spain  that  will  fatisfy  this 
nation,  without  previoufly  obtaining  an  abfo- 
lute  renunciation  of  all  her  claim  to  fearch  our 
fhips  on  the  open  feas.  Such  a  renunciation 
mnft  not  admit  of  being  debated  on  by  the  mi- 
nifters  of  either  court,  or  by  any  mediating 
power;  it  muft  be  obtained  previoufly  to  all 
other  negotiations. 

'  I  fay.  Sir,  it  muft  be  previous  to  all  nego- 
tiations about  a  peace,  becaufe  this  nation  has 
often  had  melancholy  proofs  how  much  our 
neighbours  are  our  fuperiors  in  all  affairs  of  the 
cabinet.  When  our  interefts  come  to  be  nego- 
tiated, they  are  given  up  ;  the  minute  I  hear  of 
a  difference  that  is  to  be  amicably  adjufted,  or  a 
meafure  that  is  to  be  deliberated  betwixt  us  and 
other  powers,  I  immediately  conclude  that  we 
muft  fufPer  by  the  one,  and  be  outwitted  in  the 
other.  I  am  forry  to  fay.  Sir,  that  I  have  not 
for  twenty  years  paft,  once  obferved  that  I  have 
been  deceived  in  this  obfervation  •,  and  the  na- 
tion. Sir,  has  had  fo  many  repeated  proofs  of 
unfuccefsful  negotiations,  that  I  tremble  to 
think  what  may  be  the  confequences,  fhould 
they  be  revived.  The  war,  Sir,  we  are  now 
engaged  in,  cannot  be  profecuted  without  an 
immenfe  expence ;  an  expence.  Sir,  that  will 
require  many  and  great  advantages  to  repay. 
The  condudl  of  this  war,  as  far  as  we  can  hi- 
therto judge,  has  not  been  fuch  as  to  give  ei- 
ther this  nation,  or  the  reft  of  Europe^  entire 
fatisfadlion  that  we  are  in  earneft  ;  nor  can  I 
forbear  to  exprefs  my  apprehenfions,  that  while 
our  counfels  in  time  of  war  are  diredted  by  the 
fame  perfons  who  negotiated  our  interefts  in 
time  of  peace,  it  will  be  very  difEcult,  if  not 
impoffible,  to  make  either  the  one,  or  the  other, 

'  be- 
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^  believe  that   we  are  fo.     What  muft  be   the 

*  cohfeqaence  of  that,  Sir,  but  to  create  difla- 
«  tisfatJTrion  at  home,  and  to  make  us  fall  into  ut- 

*  ter  contempt  abroad  ? 

*  But  there  is.  Sir,  yet  a  method  by  which  we 

*  may  retrieve  the  glory  of  the  Britijh  name  \  by 

*  which  we  may  make  his  Majefty  the  Sovereign 

*  of  a  great  and  a  glorious  people ;  and  that  is, 
'  by  the  Parliament's  interpofing  in  the  manage- 

*  ment  of  this  v/ar.     We  have  long  tried,  Sir, 

*  what  can  be  done  by  minifters  \  let  us  now  try 

*  what  can  be  done  by  Parliaments.     Let  us  be- 

*  gin  with  fecuring  the  great  point  about  which  I 
'  have  taken  up  fo  much  of  your  time.  The 
'  effeds  of  this  condud,  Sir,  will  be  great  to  the 

*  nation :  It  will  ftifle  all  fufpicions  that  a  fecret 

*  negotiation  is  on  foot,  in  which  this  great  point 

*  is  to  be  given  up ;  fufpicions,  which  begin  now 

*  to  fpread  wide,  to  be  entertained  by  great  num- 

*  bers,  and  which  may  foon  fwell  from  whifpers 
'  into  clamours.     It   will  give  Spain   to  under- 

*  ftand,  that  fhe  has  no  longer  thofe  to  deal  with 

*  who  gave  her  fo  many  and  fo  great  advantages 

*  in  the  late  negotiations,  and  that  fhe  is  now  de- 

*  prived  of  all  manner  of  hopes  to  fucceed  by 
^  chicanery,  fophiftry,  or  ambiguous  exprefHons. 
'  It  will,  Sir,  have  another  effed,  which  is,  that 

*  the  reft  of  Europe  will  be  convinced  that  our 

*  meafures  are  now  altered  ;  fuch  of  them  as  in- 

*  cline  to  be  our  enemies  will  take  care  how  they 
'  engage  raflily  in  the  preient  quarrel  -,  and  they, 

*  if  there  are  any  fuch,  who  are  really  our  friends, 

*  will  be  encouraged  to  ftand  by  us,  and  perhaps 

*  to  join  in  forcing  Spain  to  do  us  juftice.    There 

*  is  indeed  one^  and  but  one,  way  by  which  the 

*  intention  of  the  prefent  motion  can  be  defeated, 

*  and  that  is,  by  a  weak  pufillanimous  manage- 

*  ment  of  the  war.      But  the  Parliament,    Sir^ 

*  may   enquire   into  mifmanagements  \    if  there 

^  fhall 
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*  fhall  be  any  in  this  war,  they  cannot  be  impu- 

*  ted  to  fortune,  but  to  choice  or  ignorance,  and 
'  whatever  the  event  may  be,  it  cannot  be  more 

*  ruinous  than  that  of  our  negotiations.  No 
'  peace,  Sir,  to  which  this  is  a  preliminary,  can 
'  be  bad ;  and  no  peace  by  which  it  is  given  up, 
'  or  left  even  doubtful,  can  be  good.  This,  Sir, 
'  is  our  all,  it  is  worthy  the  care  of  a  Britijh  Par- 

*  liament,  and  a  Britiflo  Parliament,  Sir,  has  a 
'  right  to  advife  his  Majefty,  and  to  diredl  and 
'  controul   a  miniftry,  at  leail:  to  punifh  them,  if 

*  they  fhould  injure  their  country. 

'  I  have  but   one   thing  more.    Sir,    to  add, 

*  which  is,  that  our  agreeing  to  the  motion  I  have 
'  in  my  hand  will  be  very  much  to  the  honour  of 

*  his  Majefty,  who,   we  are  all  fenfible,  will  ne- 

*  ver  put  the  advice  of  a  minifler  into  the  ba- 

*  lance  with  that  of  a  Parliament.  Our  agreeing 
'  to  this  motion,  Sir,  will  prove  that  his  Majefly 

*  is  not,  as  former  Kings  have  been,  under  anv 
'  influence  of  his  miniftry,  fince  the  Parliament 
'  has  now  thought  fit  to  interpofe,  and  to  take 
'  the  management  of  this  great  affair,  in  fome 
'  meafure,  out  of  the  hands  of  the  miniftry. 

'  Give  me  leave.  Sir,   only  to  add  one  thing 

*  more  :  The  motion  I  am  now  to  make,  is  built 
'  upon  the  very  words  of  his  Majefty 's  fpeech 
'  the  firft  day  of  the  feftlon.  In  the  very  firfl: 
'  fentence  of  that  fpeech.  Sir,  we  have  his  Ma- 
'  jefty  telling  us,  that  he  has  called  us  together 
'  fooner  than  has  been  ufual  of  late  years,  thst 

*  he  might  have  the  immediate  advice  and  aftif- 

*  tance  of  his  Parliament  at  this  critical  and  im- 

*  portant  jundlur^.  It  is  our  duty,  Sir,  to  ren- 
'  der  our  advice  to  the  crown  upon  this  declara* 
'  tion  from  the  throne,  and  if  any  gentleman  can 

*  think  of  any  advice  of  greater  importance  than 

*  the  motion  I  have  in  my  hand,  I  ftiall  readily 

*  agree  to  it.  The  motion  I  have  to  make-  Sir,  is, 

'  That 
\ 
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*  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Ma- 

*  jefty^  as  a  dutiful  return  to  his  gracious  dejire  of 

*  the  advice  of  his  Parliament  at  this  critical  and 
«  important  conjun^ure'^  and  as  a  farther  teftimony 

*  of  our  firm  refolution  vigor oufiy  to  fupport  his  Ma- 

*  jefiy  in  the  prof e  cut  ion  of  the  war  againfi  Spain, 
'  humbly  to  befeecb  his  Majejly  never  to  admit  of  any 

*  treaty  of  peace  with  that  crown,  unlefs  the  acknow- 

*  ledgment  of  our  natural  and  undoubted  right  to 
'  navigate  in  the  American  feas  to  and  from  any 

*  part  of  his  Majeflfs  dominions,    without  being 

*  feized,  fearched,   vifited,   or  flopped,    under  any 

*  pretence  whatfoever,  fhall  have  been  firft  obtained 

*  as  a  preliminary  thereto.* 

He  was  anfwered  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole^  to  the 
following  efFedl : 

$.\x  Tiobert         '  Sir,  If  the  honourable  gentleman  knew  with 
WaJpoie\     c  ^^\l^t  indifferencc  the  motion,  which  he  has  taken 

Ipetcn.  .  -Ill 

*  lo  much  pains  to  mtroduce,  has  been  heard  on 

*  this  fide  of  the  houfej  if  he  knew  with  what 
'  willingnefs  it  will  be  agreed  to,  I  believe  by  all 
'  prefent,  he  would  not  have  given  himfelf  the 

*  trouble  to  recommend  it  fo  ftrongly  as  he  has 

*  done.     The  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech.  Sir, 

*  wants  nothing  of  an  impeachment  but  the  ne- 
'  cefiary  forms;   it  has  all  the  air  of  one,   and, 

*  were  the  houfe  convinced  of  the  truth  and  juftice 
'  of  the  fadls  he  has  advanced,  it  might,  for  ought 

*  I  know,  have  all  the  effe<5t. 

'  1  will  not  affed.  Sir,  to  fay  that  I  am  uncon- 
'  cerned  in  the  charge  the  honourable  gentleman 
'  has  thrown  out  -,  I  know,  Sir,  that  it  is  levelled 
'  at  me,  and  that  it  is  defigned  to  render  me  un- 

*  popular.      The  honourable   gentleman,    at  the 

*  fame  time,  knows  that  this  is  a  motion  againft 

*  which   nothing   can   be  objedled,    and  that  its 

*  coming  from  that  quarter  will  give  it  an  air  as  if 

'  it 
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*  it  was  a  thing  difagreeable  to  the  miniflry,  but 
'  that  they  were  forced  to  let  it  pafs,  becaufe  they 
'  could  not  tell  how  to  oppofe  it.     And  thus  the 

*  party  v/ill  have  a  fair  opportunity  of  magnifying 
^  their  own  zeal  without  doors  for  the  interefts  of 
^  the  nation,  and  of  boafting  how  artfully  they 
^  have  enfnared  the  minifter.  Had  the  miniiler^ 
'  Sir,  as  much  power  and  ififluence  in  this  houfe, 
^  and  as  ftrdng  inclinations  to  a  bad  ufe  of  that 

*  power,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his 
'  friends  fuppofe  him  to  have,  the  tendency  of  this 
'  motion^  Sir,  would  be  a  fufficient  inducement  to 
'  him  to  throw  it  out.  But  attacks  of  that  kind, 
'  Sir,  are  no  new  thing  to  me ;  and  the  honourable 
'  gentleman  is  miftaken  if  he  imagines  that  I  feel 
'any  pain  from  his  motion.  No,  Sir,  the  attempt 
'  is  rather  to  be  defp'ifed  than  dreaded.  There  is 
'  nothing  to  be  inferred  from  it,  but  that  the  ho- 
'  nourable  gentleman  and  his  friends  have  a  mind 

'  to  take  a  little  diverlion,  and  have  fingled  me 

*  out  as  the  deer  for  the  fport  of  the  day.  But 
they  may  find,  Sir,  that  I  am  not  fo  eafily  hunt- 
ed down  as  they  imagine.  I  have  lived  lono* 
enough  in  the  world.  Sir,  to  know  that  the  fafety 
of  a  minifter  lies  in  his  having  the  approbation 
of  this  houfe.  Former  miniftersj  Sir,  negle6led 
this,  dnd  therefore  they  fell ;  I  have  always  made 
it  my  firft  ftudy  to  obtain  it,  and  therefore  I 
hope  to  (land. 

^  Having  faid  thus  much.  Sir,  which  I  could 
not  avoid  faying,  confidering  the  tendency  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech,  I  ihall  nov/ 
fpend  a  little  time  in  expofmg  the  arguments  he 
made  ufe  of  to  introduce  his  motion.  For, 
though  I  am  not  at  all  againft  the  motion,  yet 
the  reaforis  upon  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  founded  it  appear  to  me  very  infufficient.  Li 
the  firft  place,  Sir,  he  took  great  pains  to  mag- 
nify the  impottance  of  his  nriotion.   For  my  own 
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*  part.  Sir,  I  don't  think  that  it  is  of  the  leafl 
'  confequence  whether  we  agree  to  it  or  not.  My 
'  reafon  for  faying  fo,  Sir,  is  becaufe  there  is  no- 
'  thing  in  this  motion  which  has  not  in  efFedl  been 
'  in  every  addrefs  you  have  made  upon  this  fub- 
'  jed,  and  in  every  anfwer  his  Majefty  has  given 

*  to  thefe  addreffes.     In  the  refolutions  you  came 

*  to    immediately  after  the  merchants   had   been 

*  examined  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe,  our  right  of 
'  a  free  navigation  to  and  from  our  own  colonies 
^  is  as  ftrongly  afferted  as  words  could  exprefs 
'  it.  In  his  Majefty's  anfwer  to  your  addrefs  on 
*■  that  occafion,  he  exprefly  gives  you  the  very 
'  anfwer  which  we  may  exped:  to  have  upon  this 
'  addrefs.     This  is  the  fubftance  of  that  addrefs, 

*  and  this  our  negotiators  have  in  all  their  conduct 

*  with  the  court  of  Spain  had  principally  in  view. 
'  Give  me  leave,   Sir,   to  afk  of  the  honourable 

*  gentleman,  or  any  of  his  friends,  why  we  are 
'  now  at  war.^  Is  it  not  becaufe  the  Spaniards  have 

*  prefumed  to  fet  up  a  claim  that  we  will  not  ad- 

*  mit  ?  Is  it  not  becaufe  we  apprehend  that  their 
'  fearching  our  fhips  is  contrary  to  treaty,  and 
'  that  the  lofTes  our  merchants  have  fuftained  have 

*  been  injurious  to  the  honour  as  well  as  intereft  of 

*  this  nation }  Has  any  fingle  thing  been  advanced 
'  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  it  relates  to  this 

*  motion,  which  is  not  already  faid  in  the  very 

*  declaration  of  war,   which  his  friends  have  been 

*  often  heard  to  approve  of?  Is  one  fentence  of  all 
'  he  has  faid,  that  is  not  in  the  declaration  of  war, 

*  any  thing  to  the  prefent  purpofe } 

'  The  honourable  gentleman.   Sir,    took  great 

*  pains  to  prove,  that  in  the  time  of  King  Charles 
'  II.  the  Spaniards  were  very  ill  treated  by  our, 

*  court  j    for  that.  Sir,  is  the  fum  of  all  he  has 

*  faid  upon  that  head.     I  hope.  Sir,  we  fhall  nei- 

*  ther  follow  the  maxims,  nor  imitate  the  pra6lices 
'  of  that  reign.  There  was,  Sir,  at  the  time  which 

*  the 
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'  the  honourable  gentleman  mentioned,  a  perpetual 
'  juggle  betwixt  the  court  here  and  their  governors 
'  abroad ;  the  one  play'd  to  the  other's  hand,  and 
'  the  whole  v/as  no  other  than  a  mean  combination 
'  to  fupport  and  maintain  a  crew  of  pirates.  The 
'  honourable  gentleman  is  miftaken,  if  he  thinks 

*  that  the  differences  betwixt  the  two  courts  in 
'  that  reign  proceeded  upon  the  fame  grounds  they 
'  do  now.  At  that  time.  Sir,  our  pirates,  adually 
^  in  time  of  peace,  invaded  and  plunder'd  the 
'  Spamjlo  fcttlements-,  and  that  court  very  juPily 
'  endeavoured  to  fupprefs  them.  At  prefent,  Sir^ 
'  our  differences  are  founded  upon  a  right  v/hich 

*  v/e  claim  of  failing  as  near  their  coafts  as  v/e  ' 
'  pleafe,    without  being   liable  to   be   flopped   or 

'  fearched.  Give  me  leave  to  fay,  Sir,  that  the 
'  honourable  gentleman  will  never  be  able  to  pro- 

*  duce  one  inilance  before  the  prefent  reign,  of  any 
'  complaint  that  ever  was  made  on  the  part  of 
^  Great  Britain  becaufe  the  Spaniards  flopped  and 
'  fearch'd  our  fhips  on  their  coafts-,    and  I  v^ill 

*  venture  to  fay  farther.  Sir,  that  had  it  not  been 
'  that  the  Spaniards  made  a  bad  ufe  of  that  power, 
'  by  coniifcating  thofe  that  were  not  concerned  in 
^  an  illicit  trade,  we  never  fhould  have  heard  it 
'  queftioned.     All  that  can  be  faid.  Sir,    is  that 

*  the  danger  of  their  confifcating  without  caufe,  is 
^  greater  than  the  injuftice  of  denying  them  a  right 
'  to  fearch  when  they  have  fufpicions  of  an  illicit 

*  trade.  The  refolutions.  Sir,  which  both  houfes 
'  have  already  come  to,  go  farther-,  there  we  fee 
'  that  not  only  to  confifcate  our  fhips  is  againft 

*  treaties,  and  againft  the  law  of  nations,  but  even 

*  to  flop  and  fearch  them,  be  the  grounds  of  fuf- 
'  picion  that  they  are  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade 
'  ever  fo  ftrong.    Therefore,  Sir,  the  point  of  time 

*  from  which  our  government  was  to  begin  their 

*  endeavours  to  bring  Spain  to  renounce  that  claim, 

*  is  after  it  was  proved  to  the  fatisfacfllon  of  this 

E  e  2  *  houfe> 
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'  houfe,  that  fhe  had  made  a  bad  ufe  of  that  right 
'  which  fhe  pretended  to  have.  Sir,  I  will  be  bold 

*  to  fay,  that  this  has  been  as  much  the  care  of  our 
'  miniiiry  fince  that  time  commenced,  as  it  was 
'  pollible  in  the  circumftances  we  were  in,  by  not 
'  having  any  other  power  in  Europe  to  fupport  us 
'  in  our  demands,  though  for  the  fecurity  of  their 
'  trade  they  were  equally  interefted  with  us,  to  in- 

*  fifl:  upon  fuch  a  renunciation.     The  honourable 

*  gentleman  himfelf  mentioned  a  ftrong  proof  of 
'  what  I  advance,  in  the  letter  tranfmitted  from 
'  our  court  to  Mr.  Krcne^  to  be  given  in  by  him  as 
'  an  anfwer  to  the  letter  of  M.  de  la  ^ladra.  The 
'  honourable  gentleman  endeavoured  indeed  to 
^  give  a  very  odd  turn  to  that  letter.  Hov/  comes 
'  it,  faid  he,  that  this  claim  of  the  Spajiiards^  after 
'  it  was  fo  abfolutely  denyed  by  our  minifter,  was 

*  afterwards  by  the  fame  minifter  admitted  at  the 
'  figning  of  the  convention  ^  Sir,  I  peremptorily 
'  affert  it  was  not  admitted  of  by  the  convention  : 

*  By  the  convention  indeed  we  referred  to  plenipo- 
'  tentiaries  to  decide  the  rights  of  our  navigation, 
'  as  fettled  by  all  the  treaties  fubfifting  betwixt  us 

*  and  Spaing  and  we  a6led  very  wifely  in  fo  doing; 
'  but  by  the  convention  we  did  not  give  up  one 
'  riorht  which  we  had  claimed  before,  or  have 
'  claimed  fmce.  Nay,  Sir,  it  evidently  appears 
'  that  it  never  was  the  intention  of  the  miniftry 

*  to  do  fo ;  becaufe  as  foon  as  the  plenipotentiaries 

*  had  met,  our  minifter  demanded,  in  the  ftrongeft: 
'  term.s,  the  very  thing  which  is  contained  in  this 
^  motion.    By  his  declaration  then  made,  he  infift- 

*  ed  not  upon  the  affair  of  the  South-Sea^  but  upon 
"-  this  great  point  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
'  has  magnified  fo  much.     He  infifted  in  his  de- 

*  claration  at  Madrid^  not  only  upon  "  that  Princess 
"  executing  without  farther  delay  the  engagements 
*'  he  entered  into  by  the  convention,  but  likewife, 
*'  that  he  fhould  renounce  the  right  he  pretends  to, 

"  of 


k.  1739.        DEBATES.  42 

•  of  fearching  the  Britiflj  fhlps  in  the  American 
'  feas;"  with  this  remarkable  demand  likewife, 
'  That  this  renunciation  fhall  be  inferted  in  the 

•  new  treaty  to  be  made  betwixt  the  two  crowns. 
At  the  fame  time  declaring,  if  thefe  preliminaries 

'  were  not  accepted  of,  he  and  his  colleague  would 
be  obliged  to  break  off  all  conferences,  and  to 
retire  from  that  court."     Thus,  Sir,  we  fee  that 
the  government  has  been  beforehand  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  his  zeal  for  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  this  nation ;  and  that 
they  have  done  the  very  thing  which  by  this 
motion  is  only  pro po fed  to  be  done. 
'  What  effed.    Sir,   had  this  declaration  ?    I'll 
tell  you,  Sir,   the  court  of  Spain  would  not  hear 
of  a  renunciation,  and  the  confequence  was,  our 
minifter,  according  to  his  orders,  left  that  court. 
And  upon  this.  Sir,  the  befl,  the  mod  iudiiiable, 
and  the  wifeft  meafure  that  remain'd  to  be  taken, 
was  taken :  An  order  v/as  ifTued  to  permit  the 
fubjeds  of  Greal  Britain  to  make  reprizals  upon 
the  enemy.     The  Spaniards^  on  the  other  hand, 
publifh  a  like  order;  they  fill  all  the  courts  of 
Europe  with  their  complaints  and    manifefloes. 
The  two  principal  points  on  which  they  infifl 
are ;  Firft,  that  we  have  no  right  to  carry  on  an 
illicit  trade  upon  their  coafts  without  being  fub- 
jed  to  be  vifited  and  fearched;  Secondly,  that 
the  divifions  and  animofities  in  this  nation  are  fo 
great,  that  it  is  next  to  impofiible  that  matters 
could  be  made  up  without  a  war.    The  court  of 
Spain^  Sir,  feems  to  think  that  the  fadion  here 
gives  law  to  the  government,  and  that  it  would 
therefore  be  in  varn  to  treat  any  longer,  becaufe 
they  are  refolved  to  force  his  Majeily  into  a  war 
at  all  events,  even  though  their  own  terms  were 
granted.     I  am  forry.  Sir,  that  any  number  of 
Britijh  fubjedls  fhould  by  their  behaviour  give 
foreign    courts    reafon    for    entertaining    (uch 
E  e  3  '  thoughts, 
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'  thoughts.     But,  Sir,  the  enemies  of  the  nation 

*  may  be  deceived  in  the  hopes  which  they  build 
'  upon  our  divifions  -,  they  imagine,  it  feems,  that 
^  if  a  war  were  enter'd  into,  thofe  gentlemen  who 
^  are  fo  loud  in  their  cries  for  it,  would  be  the  iirft 
'  to  diftrefs  his  Majefty,  by  oppoling  the  neceffary 
^  fupplies  for  carrying  it  on. 

'  This,  Sir,  is  the  fum  of  our  enemies  hopes, 
^  and  this  is  the  plain  and  genuine  language  of 
'  their  manifefloes  and  declarations ;  and,  Sir,  give 
^  me  leave  to  fay,  that,  judging  by  appearances, 
f  we  can't  at  all  blame  them.  The  writings  and 
'  papers  on  the  fide  of  the  oppofition  have  repre- 
'  lented  that  party  as  the  only  confiderable  men 

*  for  riches,  probity,  and  numbers,  through  the 
^  whole  nation;  and  ftrangers,  who  have  no  op- 

*  portunity  of  knowing  any  thing  of  our  affairs 

*  but  from  thefe  writings,  muft  think  the  fame. 
^  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  Sir,  that  the  Spa- 
^  7uards  have  been  obftinate  in  their  refufal  to  do 

*  us  juftice.     This  the  honourable  gentleman  may 

*  thank  his  friends  for ;  and,  indeed,  what  nation 
'  upon  earth  would  fear  to  go  to  war  with  a  peo- 
^  pie  whofe  government  bears  daily  infults,  and 
'  whofe  Prince  meets  with  daily  provocations  B 
^  Such  indeed  is  the  tendernefs  of  the  laws,  and 
'  fuch  the  clemency  of  the  Sovereign,  that  the 
'  one  is  overlook'd,  and  the  other  pardon'd.  But 
^  foreigners.  Sir,  who  live  under  arbitrary  govern- 
^  ments,  and  who  don't  know  what  liberty  the 
'  fubjed  enjoys  here,  put  another  conftrudion  up- 
'  on  this  condud-,  they  miflake  fuch  lenity  for 
'  weaknefs.  But,  Sir,  this  is  a  miftake;  for  the 
'  government  here  is  not  weak.  I  don't  fpeak  of 
*  its  ftrength  in  the  number  of  troops,  or  the  great- 
*^  nefs  of  its  revenues  •,  thefe.  Sir,  are  now  no  part 
'  of  the  queftion  •,  I  mean  with  regard  to  the  friends 
'  of  the  adminiftration,  as  to  their  natural  intereft 
<5  in  the  nation.     Sir,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  fetting 

*  afide 
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t  afide  all  confiderations  of  pofts,  places,  and  pen- 
fions,  which  have  been  To  much  cry'd  out  againd:, 
«  that  the  natural  intereft  of  the  friends  of  this  ad- 
'  miniftration  is  greater  than  that  of  their  enemies. 
'  But,  Sir,  were  one  to  give  entire  credit  to 
'  what  is  advanced  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
'  and  his  party  (not  to  mention  the  writers  of  the 

<  fadion)  he  muft  believe,  that  the  friends  of  the 

<  prefent  government  of  Great  Britain  are  not 
'  only  inconfiderable  in  their  numbers,  but  like- 
*•  wife  dcfpicable  in  their  abilities:  That  they 
'  confift  of  the  moft  notorious  fools  in  the  whole 
'  nation,  who  neither  know  how  to  make  peace 
'  nor  war  •,  a  phrafe  that  has  come  lately  very 

<  much  in  fafhion. 

'  This,  Sir,  was  what  the  honourable  gentle- 

*  man  meant  when  he  faid,  that  this  nation  has 
'  had  often  melancholy  proofs  how  much  our 
'  neighbours  are  our  fuperiors  in  the  cabinet.  Yes, 
'  Sir,  the  proofs  are  melancholy  indeed,  witnefs 

*  the  effeds  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ;  a  treaty, 
«  Sir,  that  has  been  the  fource  of  all  the  divifions 
'  and  diftradions  in  Europe  ever  fince  •,  a  treaty 

*  that  has  laid  the  foundation  of  the  greatnefs  of 
'  France^  which  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
'  his  friends,  affed  now  to  tremble  at.   _  Will  the 

*  honourable  gentleman.  Sir,  defend  this  treaty  ? 

<  Will  he  fay  it  is  a  good  one?  I  believe  he  cannot 
«  produce  ten  men  in  the  nation  that  are  of  his 
'-  opinion.     Will  he  own  it  is  a  bad  one  ?  Will 

<  he  own  that  it  gave  up  all  the  honour,  all  the 
«  advantages  that  we  had  a  right  to  exped  from  a 

*  glorious  and  a  fuccefsful  war  ?  Will  he  fairly 

*  and  honeftly  own  all  this  ?  Let  me  then  afk 
'  him  who  were  the  authors  of  that  treaty  ?  Who 

*  were  then  in  the  adminiftration  ?  Who  then 
'  poflefled  thofe  pofts  that  are  now  fo  much  covet- 

*  ed  by  the  oppofition  ?  Let  the  honourable  gen- 
^  tleman  anfwer  this,  and  I  will  undertake  to  an- 

E  e  4  *  fwer 
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^  fwer  for  every  article,  for  every  fingle  claufe 
^  of  every  treaty   that  has   been  made  for  thefe 

*  tv.'enty  years  paft,  which  the  honouroble  gen- 
'  tieman  has  found  fo  much  fault  with.  I  will 
^  anfvver  for  it,  Sir,  at  any  bar,  in  any  manner, 
'  and  under  any  penalty  that  the  honourable  gen- 

*  tieman  and  his  party  fhall  propofe. 

'  Has  this  nation  ever  fince  feemed  to  be  di- 
^  vided   from   her  beft   and  moft  natural  allies  ? 

*  The  treaty  of  Utrecht  laid  the  foundation  of 
^  thefe  differences.  It  was  this  treaty.  Sir,  that 
'  gave  rife  to  thofe  diflenfions,  which  the  makers 
'  and  abetters  of  it  have  fince  endeavoured  to  im- 
'-  prove  to  the  ruin  of  this  nation.  If  France  has 
'  attained  fuch  a  degree  of  power  as  puts  her 
'  again  in  a  condition  to  difturb  the  peace  of  Eu- 
^  rope,  is  it  not  to  be  imputed  to  that  treaty  ? 
^  Thus,  Sir,  gentlemen  who  once  were  minifters, 
'  and  who,  by  a  feries  of  blunders,  have  laid 
^  their  fucceflbrs  under  a  neceflity  of  retrieving 
^  them,  by  meafures  which  perhaps  they  would 

*  willingly  avoid,  did  not  the  mifcondudt  of  their 
^  predeceiTors  lay  conftmints  upon  them,  are  the 
'-.  iiril  to  call  out  for  juftice  upon  the  fucceeding 

*  miniftry,  though  they  cannot  be  ignorant  that 

*  every  ftep  that  thefe  gentlemen  have  taken,  was 
^  in  order  to  redify'the  errors  which  the  former 
'  had  committed. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  fays,  that  we  have 

*  been  outwitted  by  the  powers  with  whom  we 

*  have  negotiated.  There  is  nothing  fo  eafy,  Sir, 
'  as  general  charges  ;  nothing  fo  true.  Sir,  as  the 
^  old  maxim.  Throw  out  your  calmmiies  'with  ajfu- 
'  ranee,  and  fome  of  them  'wtll  find  credit.  I  could 

*  fay  twenty   tim^es  as  much,   Sir,  were  I  to  run 

*  into  general  terms  in  favour  of  the  miniftry,  or, 

*  if  the  honourable  gentleman  will  have  it  fo,  in 
'  favour  of  myfelf -,  I  could  then  be  as  lavifh  of 
^  panegyrick,   as  the  honourable  gentleman  is  of 


cen- 
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'  cenfure.  Outwitted,  Sir !  give  me  leave  to  afk 
f  how  or  when  we  have  been  outwitted  ?  Have 
^  we  given  up  any  one  branch  of  our  commerce 
f  to  our  neighbours  ?  Have  we  made  any  one 
f  treaty  that  fo  much  as  feems  to  take  away  the 
i  fmalleft  advantage  we  enjoyed  by  former  ftipula- 

*  tions  ?  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  the  trade  of 
'  Great  Britain  is  at  this  inftant  more  flourifhing, 
?  her  Ihips  more  numerous,  and  her  navigation 
'  better  proteded,  than  ever  was  known  in  former 
'  ages.  Are  thefe,  Sir,  fymptoms  of  a  weak  ad- 
'  miniftration  ?  Are  thefe  proofs  that  we  have  been 

*  outwitted  ? 

'  And  here,  Sir,  I  will  once  for  all  join  ifTue 

'  with  the  honourable  gentleman  who,  with  his 

^  friends,  are  perpetually  expatiating  upon  that  ex- 

'  haufted  fubjedl  of  inconfiftent  negotiations,  and 

'  difhonourable  treaties.     What  treaties.    Sir,    or 

*  what  negotiations  have  either  been  difhonourable 
'  or  inconfiftent  for  thefe  twenty  years  paft?  I 
^  know  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends 
^  are  ready  to  anfwer,  the  treaty  of  Hayiover.  By 
'  that  treaty,  fays  he,  you  deferted  your  natural 
*-  allies;  you  aggrandized  the  power  of  France^ 
^  and  you  rendered  all  the  reft  of  Europe  jealous  of 
'  you.     No,  Sir,  our  allies  deferted  us;  the  Em- 

*  peror  formed  alliances,  and  entered  into  fchemes 
'  that  muft  have  been  fatal  not  only  to  the  trade, 
'  but  to  the  liberties  of  this  nation.  Such  fchemes 
*•  as  I  tremble  at  the  remembrance  of;  which,  if 
'  not  timely  difcovered  by  the  vigilance  of  his  late 
^  Majefty  and  the  adminiftration,  muft  have  forced 
'  the  Pretender  upon  us.     But,  Sir,  if  our  natural 

*  allies  treated  us  in  this  perfidious  manner,  what 
^  were  we  to  do  ?  Were  we  not  to  prefer ve  our- 
^-  felves  in  the  beft  manner  we  could }  Accordingly 

*  a  favourable  opportunity  offered,  and  we  feized 
'  it ;  a  difguft  given  to  the  court  of  Spain  by  the 
^  French  threw  her  into  the  arms  of  the  Empeior. 

*  Thus, 
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«  Thus,  Sir,  the  interefts  of  France  and  Spain  were 

<  divided ;  thofe  of  Spain  and  the  Emperor  were 
«  connedled.  Were  we,  Sir,  to  ftand  fingle  ?  Were 
'  we  to  fuiFer  France  to  enter  into  the  alliance,  and 
'  then  to  make  it  triple,  exclufive  of  us  ?  No,  we 

*  joined  with  France^  and  we  did  wifely ;  becaufe 

*  we  were  fure  that  while  this  fyftem  that  was 

*  formed  by  the  Emperor  and  the  court  of  Spain 

*  continued,  it  was  the  intereft  of  France  to  be 
'  faithful  to  us;  for  fhe.  Sir,  had  a  great  deal  more 
'  to  apprehend  from  the  firft  treaty  of  Vienna  than 

*  we  had.     Thus,  Sir,  the  treaty  of  i/^^/^^'y^r  was 

<  the  beft  and  wifeft  ftep  that  could  be  taken  at 
'  that  juncture,  and  the  vigorous  preparations 
'  which  we  made  in  order  to  fupport  it,  broke  all 

*  the  deftrudtive  fchemes  of  the  Emperor  and  the 
'  court  of  Spain.  But  it  is  afked.  Why  did  we  not 
'  fupport  the  Emperor  when  he  was  fo  diftrefled 

*  by  France  ?  Why  did  we  not  lay  hold  of  that 

*  opportunity  to  reduce  the  power  of  France  ?  Sir, 

*  I  think  we  adled  very  wifely  in  not  interpofing 

*  in  that  quarrel  at  all  ?  In  the  firft  place,  the  ba- 

*  lance  of  Europe  was  not  in  danger,  whatever  the 
'  event  of  that  war  had  been.     If  there  were  any 

*  grounds  for  the  leaft  apprehenfion.  Sir,  it  was 

*  not  from  the  greatnefs  of  France  but  of  the  Em- 

*  peror.    In  the  next  place,  the  Emperor  had  been 

*  very  ungrateful  to  this  natibn.  It  is  well  known, 
^  Sir,  what  treatment  we  received  from  him,  even 
'  in  that  noble  ifle  which  our  arms  conquered  for 

*  him.  It  is  well  known  how  ftrenuoufly  he  per- 
'  fifted  in  the  fcheme  of  the  Oftend  trade,  wjhich 
'  muft  have  given  a  fatal  blow  to  the  moft  valua- 
*'  ble  branches  of  our  commerce.  Thefe,  Sir,  are 
'  fo  many  proofs  of  the  Emperor's  gratitude  for 
'  all  the  benefits  which  this  nation  has  conferred 
^  upon  him.  And,  Sir,  in  the  laft  place,  by  our 
'  neutrality  at  that  jundlure,  we  reaped  the  fweets 
^  of  an  unrival'd,  uninterrupted  commerce  for  fe- 

'  veral 
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*  veral  years;  a  confederation,  Sir,  that,  of  all  o- 
<  thers,  ought  moft  to  influence  the  condudl  of  a 
'  trading  people ;  a  confideratlon,  Sir,  that,  give 
'  me  leave  to  fay  it,  was  fingly  fufficient  to  juftify 
'  our  condudt. 

'  But,  fay  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  o- 

*  ther  fide,  why  did  we  enter  into  fo  many  nego- 

*  tiations,    preliminaries,    and  conventions   after- 

*  wards  ?  I  anfwer.  Sir,  in  one  word,  that  we  did 

*  not  enter  into  any  by  which  the  nation  fufFered, 

*  and  thofe  we  did  enter  into,  were  in  order  to 

*  preferve  the  benefits  of  a  flourifhing  commerce. 

*  With  this  view.   Sir,    it  was  that  his  Majefty 

*  thought  fit  to  conclude  the  treaty  of  Seville :  A 
'  treaty,   which,  though  it  was  not  attended  with 

*  all  the  good  effeds  that  we  could  defire,  yet  was 

*  ftill  infinitely  preferable  to  a  war,  notwithftanding 

*  the  clamours  raifed  about  this  treaty,  as  if  the 
'  interefl:s  of  our  merchants  had  been  entirely  giv- 
'  en  up  by  it,  and  as  if  it  had  laid  the  foundation 
^  for  all  the  difputes  that  have  fince  happened  with 
'  Spain. 

'  As  to  the  condudl  of  Spain^  with  regard  to 
'  our  merchants,  I  own  it  will  admit  of  no  de- 
'  fence  -,  but  nothing  is  more  unreafonable  than  to 
'  impute  it,  or  any  neglec5l  of  their  interefts,  to 
^  the  minifl:ry,  whofe  care  in  this  treaty  was  very 
'  evident;  for  it  contain'd  a  foundation  not  for 
'  further  difputes,  but  for  putting  an  end  to  our 
'  differences.  If  the  Spaniards  hindered  the  good 
"-  efFeds  of  it  by  breach  of  faith,  I  am  afraid  they 
^  were  too  much  encouraged  by  the  difpofitions 
'  which  they  obferved  to  prevail  among  a  certain 

*  party  here.  It  was  with  a  view  of  avoiding,  if 
'  poflible,  a  ruinous  war,  that  the  negotiations  of 
'  the  commifTaries  on  both  fides,  in  confequence  of 
'  this  treaty  of  Seville^  were  continued  fo  long. 
'  And  give  me  leave  to  fay.  Sir,  that  however 
^  fome  private  perfons  might  fufFer,  with  whatever 

*  reafon 
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reafon  they  might  call  out  for  juftlce  upon  Spain^ 
yet  our  pacifick  forbearance  was  the  fafeft  and 
the  wifeft  condudl  for  the  general  intereft  of  a 
trading  people. 

'  I  have  lived,  Sir,  long  enough  In  the  world  to 
fee  the  effeds  of  war  on  this  nation  •,  I  have  feen. 
Sir,  how  deftrudive  the  effects,  even  of  a  fuc- 
cefsful  war  have  been;  and  fhall  I,  Sir,  who  have 
feen  this,  when  I  am  admitted  to  the  honour  to 
bear  a  ihare  in  his  Majefty's  councils,  advife  him 
to  enter  upon  a  war  while  peace  may  be  had  ? 
No,  Sir,  I  am  proud  to  own  it,  that  I  always 
have  been,  and  always  lliall  be,  an  advocate  for 
peace.  I  would.  Sir,  a(5l  the  fame  part  over  again 
I  have  already  aded.  I  would  give  the  fame 
advice  to  his  Majefty,  I  would  make  the  fame 
oppofition  in  this  houfe  that  I  have  ever  done, 
to  thofe  who  delight  in  bloodfhed  and  confufion, 
and  who  can  be  happy  only  in  the  mifery  of 
their  country. 

'  But,  Sir,  when  it  was  found  that  our  commerce 
was  no  longer  to  be  preferved  but  by  a  war, 
when  the  Spaniards  by  a  flagrant  breach  of  faith 
refufed  to  fulfil  the  ftipulations  they  had  entered 
into,  the  fame  confiderations.  Sir,  which  had 
hitherto  didlated  to  me,  that  peace,  if  pofTible, 
was  to  be  preferved,  then  determined  me  in  my 
acquiefcence  to  the  advice  of  a  vigorous  war. 
'  I  fhall  trouble  the  houfe.  Sir,  with  very  little 
more.  The  honourable  gentleman  talked  of  a 
fecret  negotiation  that  was  fufpedted  to  be  on 
foot-,  a  fufpicion  that,  I  believe,  has  never  enter- 
ed into  any  man's  bread  without  doors*,  for  what 
reafon  it  is  mentioned  here,  I  leave  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  to  anfvver.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman faid  that  a  Parliament  may  punifh  a  mi- 
niftry,  fhould  it  a6t  amifs,  and  that  the  advice 
of  a  minifter  ought  not  to  be  put  In  the  balance 
with  that  of  a  Parliament.     To  all  this  I  readily 

*  agrees 
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agree;  but,  Sir,  can  he,  or  any  gentleman  fay, 
that  the  advice  of  his  Majefty's  miniilry  and 
Parliament  have  ever  been  inconfiftent  with  one 
another  ?  Can  he  pretend  that  the  miniflry  have 
difregarded  the  {tnfQ  of  Parliament  ?  It  Is  with  a 
very  bad  grace  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  his  party  pay  any  compliments  to  the  fenfe 
of  Parliament.  They,  It  is  well  known,  have 
ever  difregarded,  have  ever  oppofed  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  houfe.  They  are  ftill  calling  for 
queftlons  that  this  houfe  has  not  thought  proper 
to  pafs  :  They  have  ftill  been  oppofing,  for  near 
thefe  fifty  years  paft,  meafures  that  this  houfe 
has  thought  abfolutsly  neceflary  to  the  peace  and 
fafety  of  the  nation.  But  fuch  is  the  condu<5t  of 
thofe  who  ufurp  the  title  of  patriots  -,  a  term,  Sir, 
In  Itfelf  venerable,  but  by  the  abufe  of  it  now 
become  ridiculous!  When  they  want  to  magnify 
the  importance  of  a  favourite  meafure  of  their 
own,  the  Parliament  muft  be  complimented,  the 
importance  of  the  legiflature  difplay'd,  and  the 
dignity  of  this  houfe  infifted  on  :  But  when  that 
very  Parliament  gives  the  queftion  againft  them, 
they  are  then,  with  thefe  worthy  gentlemen,  no 
better  than  a  pack'd  aflembly,  and  a  corrupted 
majority. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  has  faid,  that  the 
addrefs  propofed  by  him  is  built  on  the  words  of 
his  Majefty's  fpeech.  But  how  ?  Why,  Sir,  be- 
caufe  his  Majefty  told  us  In  that  fpeech  that  he 
had  called  us  together  to  have  our  immediate 
advice  and  alFiftance.  Does  not  his  Majefty  call 
us  together  every  year  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
though  our  advice  and  aftiftance  happens  to  be 
now  more  immediately  necefTary  than  ufual .''  But 
when  his  Majefty  exprefs'd  himfelf  fo,  I  believe 
he  Imagined  we  were  only  to  advlfe  him,  not  to 
prefcribe  to  him.  However,  as  his  Majefty  has 
fo  great  a  regard  for  this  houfe,  as  to  take  In 

'  good 
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*  good  part  our  advice,  in  whatever  manner  it  is 

*  communicated  ;  as  there  is  nothing  in  this  motion 
'  that  has  not  been  over  and  over  again  repeated, 
'  both  in  our  former  addrefTes  and  his  Majefty's 

*  anfwers ;  I  will  fo  far  difappoint  the  honourable 
'  gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  as  not  to  op- 

*  pofe  it.' 

The  reply  was  made  by  tVilliam  Pulteney^  Efq; 
to  the  following  efFed : 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 

'  Sir,  The  air  of  ridicule  and  contempt,  with 

'  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 

'  laft  has  treated  this  motion,  when  he  had  nothing 

'  to  objedl  to  it,  and  the  refledions  he  has  thrown 

*  out  againft  a  gentleman  efteem'd  and  belov'd  by 

*  every  man  in  the  nation  but  himfelf  and  his  de- 

*  pendants,  call  upon  me  to  fay  fomething  in  de- 

*  fence  of  both.     The  modelly  with  which  my 

*  honourable  friend  introduc'd  the  motion  he  has 

*  made,  and  the  ftrong  arguments  he  advanced  to 

*  fupport  it,  might,   I  think,    have  induced  the 

*  right  honourable  gentleman  to  have  fpared  him- 

*  felf  the  trouble  of  an  anfwer,  and  fav'd  me  that 

*  of  a  reply ;  but  fince  the  one  has  made  the  other 

*  little  lefs  than  neceflary,  if  any  thing  difagreeable 

*  to  him  fhall  fall  from  me,  he  mull  impute  it  to 

*  the  manner  in  which  he  has  treated  his  oppo- 
^  nents,  the  honefteft  and  wifeft  men  in  the  king- 

*  dom. 

*  It  was  very  remarkable.  Sir,  in  the  beginning 

'  of  his  fpeech,  that  he  affe<5led  to  talk  of  this 

'  motion  with  the  utmoft  indiffernce  j  he  own'd 

'  there  was  nothing  in  it  that  was  not  perfedlly  a- 

'  greeable  to  the  former  fenfe  of  this  houfe,  and 

*  yet  he  feem'd  to  think  it  was  intended  as  an  im- 
'  peachment.     I  hope  that  word  does  not  haunt 

*  the  right  honourable  gentleman  j  I  admit  it  has 

*  been 
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been  very  terrible  to  bad  minlfters  in  former 
times,  who  have  thought  themfelves  as  well  fe- 
cur'd  in  their  power  as  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman thinks  himfelf  in  his;  but  I  hope,  Sir,  he 
will  have  no  occafion  to  dread  their  fate,  if  he 
does  not  tread  in  their  fteps.  It  appears,  indeed, 
very  fufpicious  to  me,  Sir,  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  fhould  be  thus  diflatisfied  with  a 
motion  to  which  he  can  objed  nothing,  a  motion 
which  I  am  fure  every  man  in  the  kingdom  will 
applaud,  as  propofing  the  only  means  to  fecure 
the  interefts  of  this  nation  from  being  again  ne- 
gotiated away ;  it  is  very  ftrange  tnat  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  Ihou'd  look  upon  fuch  a 
motion  as  an  impeachment  of  his  condu6l. 
'  The  right  honourable  gentleman.  Sir,  fays 
that  this  queftion,  though  he  owns  that  nothing 
can  be  objeded  to  it,  is  defign'd  to  render  him 
unpopular.  Really,  Sir,  I  am  forry  to  fay  that, 
I  am  afraid  he  has  very  little  popularity  to  lofe. 
But  if  the  queftion  can  affed  him  in  its  confe- 
quences  without  doors,  it  muft  tend  to  give  him 
a  little  popularity,  fhould  a  matter,  fo  much  for 
the  credit  and  intereft  of  the  nation,  be  propofed 
and  pafs  in  this  houfe,  without  being  thrown  out 
by  his  influence.  It  is  indeed  fomewhat  very 
unufual,  but  the  honourable  gentleman  has  him- 
felf very  wdl  accounted  why  it  fhould  be  fo  •,  he 
is  forc'd  to  let  it  pafs,  becaufe  he  does  not  know 
how  to  oppofe  it.  Had  I,  fays  he,  that  power 
and  influence  in  this  houfe,  and  thofe  inclinations 
to  make  a  bad  ufe  of  them  that  are  imputed  to 
me,  I  fhou'd  throw  this  motion  out.  No,  Sir, 
I  have  more  regard  for  the  charader  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  friends,  than  to  fuppofe 
that  his  influence  with  them  is  fo  ftrong  as  to 
make  them  throw  out  a  motion  fo  unexception- 
able, fo  parliamentary,  and  fo  agreeable  to  the 
intentions  of  his  Majefty  and  the  legiflature,  as 

'  the 
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*  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  allow'd  this 

*  to  be,  and  that  too  without  debating  it  j  for  de- 

*  bate  it  can  admit  of  none. 

'  But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  not 

*  yet  done  with   his  compliments  to  this  houfe. 

*  He  has  told  you,  Sir,  that  he  perceives  himfelf 
'  to  be  the  deer  fingled  out  for  the  fport  of  the 
'  day.  I  do  indeed  think  that  this  is  a  comparifon 
'  a  little  too  ludicrous  for  the  dignity  of  this  afiem- 
'  bly,  but  fmce  the  honourable  gentleman  has  in- 
'  troduc'd  one  fimile  of  the  low  kind,  give  me 

*  leave  to  attempt  to  give  you  another.  The  right 
'  honourable  gentleman  has  for  twenty  years  paft 
'  jockey'd  the  nation,  and  it  is  now  time  to  unfad- 
'  die  him.  J  fubmit  it  to  the  houfe.  Sir,  if  this 
'  is  not  a  more  proper  comparifon  than  his.  He 
'  won't  be  fo  eafily  hunted  down.     Really,  Sir,  I 

*  don't  know  if  the  game  is  worth  the  pains,  were 
'  it  not  for  the  diverfion  that  the  chace  might  af= 

*  ford. 

'  His  great  ftrength,  it  feems,  lies  in  his  having 

*  the  approbation  of  this  houfe  to  all  his  meafures ; 
«  in  that  confifts  his  fafety,  and  from  that  arifes  his 

*  confidence.  But,  Sir,  will  the  approbation  of 
«  Parliament  atone  for  the  ruin  of  the  nation .?  Is 
'  the  Parliament  infallible,  or  has  it  been  unani- 
'  mous  in  its  approbation  ?  Have  thofe  who  have 
'  no  dependance  upon  you,  who  have  nothing  to 
'  hope  or  to  fear  from  you,  appro v'd  of  your  con- 

*  dudl  ?  Has  the  voice  of  the  people,  a  people  op- 
'  prefs'd  and  infulted,  but  yet  unenflav'd,  given 
'  the  laft  great  fandlion  to  the  fuffrages  of  Parlia- 

*  ment  ^  Is  it  impoflible,  Sir,  for  a  fucceeding  Par- 

*  liament  to  have  another  opinion  of  thofe  mea- 

*  fures  which  now  feem  to  be  approv'd  ?  He  fays 

*  that  former  minifters  fell,  becaufe  they  had  not 
"^  the  approbation  of  this  houfe.  Sir,  J  can  name 
'^  minifters  whofe  meafures  were  far  more  generally 
^  approv'd  in  this  houfe,  than  thofe  which  now 

3  '  plead 
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«  plead  that  approbation,  and  ytt  this  houfe  has 
'  afterwards  thought  thofe  very  meafures  worthy 

*  of  an  Impeachment.  He  knows  this,  Sir;  he 
'  himfelf  had  a  large  fliare  of  the  management  of 
'  an   Impeachment  againfl  a  very  great  minifteri 

*  who  had  the  approbation  of  this  houfe  for  what 
'  he  did.  But,  Sir,  if  the  right  honourable  perfon's 
'  condud  were  to  be  canvafs'd  by  this  houfe,  I  ant 
'  afraid  that  the  fir  ft  article  that  would  fail  und^r 
^  our  consideration  wou'd  be,  by  what  means  fuch 
'  approbation  was  obtained. 

*  The   right   honourable   gentleman.    Sir,    has 

*  through  the  whole  of  his  fpeech  evidendy  affedt- 

*  ed  to  depreciate  the  importance  of  my  worthy 
'  friend's  motion,  and  Applauds  his  own  happy  ta- 

*  lent  at  reply,  when  he  tells  us  that  there  is  in 

*  this  motion  nothing  new,  nothing  that  was  not, 
'  contained  in  former  addrefles  and  refoliitions  of 
^  this  houfe. 

'  But  may  It  not  be  aficed,  if  this  Is  To  weak,  fo 

*  trifling,  fo  infignificant  a  motion,  why  it  fliou'd 
^  giv^  the  right  honourable  perfon  fo  vlfible  ari 

*  uneafinefs  ?  Why  fliou'd  he  take  fo  much  pains 

*  to  vilify,  to  ridicule,  to  difcourage  it  .^  Sir,  it  is 
^  plain  to  me  that  this  motion  is  of  the  utmoft  im- 

*  portance,  and  were  I  in  doubt  about  the  benefits 

*  of  it,  the  manner  in  which  he  has  treated  It 
^  would  be  fufficient  to  convince  me  that  It  will 
'  promote  the  honour  of  the  ii^^iion.     But  indeed j 

*  Sir,  the  importance  of  the  motion  fpeaks  for  it- 

*  felf.  We  have  been  four  or  five  times  upon  the 
'  brink  of  being  negotiated  cut  of  all  our  rights 
'  by  minifters,  who  did  not  underftand  what  they 
'  were  negotiating  about.  W^e  have  feen  the  plain- 
'  eft,  the  moft  obvious  fenfe  of  treaties  wrefted  to 
'  the  ruin  and  lofs  of  the  moft  valuable  branches 

*  of  our  trade.  Did  we  not  fee  attempts  made  by 
'  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  his  fnends^ 
^  to  explain  away  the  meaning  gf  the  refolutidns 

Vol.,  XVIIL  F  f  ^  yilnch 
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*  which  the  Parliament  came  to,  about  two  feffions 

*  ago  ?  Did  we  not  fee  the  fame  attempt  on  occa- 

*  fion  of  the  convention  ?  When  that  treaty  came 

*  to  be  confider'd  here,  and  when  it  was  objeded 

*  that  it  cou'd  not  be  a  good  one,  becaufe  it  was 
'  inconfiftent  with  the  refclutions  of  both  houfes^ 
'  was  it  not  anfwer'd  that  thefe  refolutions  were 
'  never  meant  to  reftrain  the  miniftry  from  making 

*  a  treaty  with  Spain^  before  fhe  had  abfolutely  re- 

*  nounced  all  claim  and  pretenfions  to  a  right  of 
'  fearching  our  vefTels  ?    Sir,   if  thefe  refolutions 

*  were  explained  in  that  manner,  have  we  not  very 

*  good  reafon  for  fufpeding  that  the  fubfequent 

*  addreffes  and  adls  of  Parliament  may  be  expkin'd 
'  in  favour  of  any  dishonourable  peace  that  the 
'  miniflry  fhall  make  ?  May  not  the  declaration  of 

*  war  itfeif  be  taught  to  patronize  cowardice,  and 

*  implore  peace  ? 

'  But  this  motion  feems  fo  drawn  up  as  to  defy 

*  the  utmoii  eiiorts  of  miniiterial  fubtilty,  this  will 
'  admit  of  no  conftrudion  unworthy  of  the  Britijh 
'  Parliament.     This,  Sir,  is  all  that  is  intended  by 

*  the  motion,  and  this,  I  believe,  is  the  chief  rea- 

*  fon  of  the  uneafinefs  it  produces. 

'  We  are  afkM,  ^Yhy  are  we  now  at  war  with 

*  Spain  ?  And  inform'd,  That  it  is  becaufe  they 
'  have  refufed  to  grant  us  the  claim  mention'd  in 
'  this  very  miOtion.  Give  m.e  leave  to  fay.  Sir, 
'  that  there  are  other  reafons  why  we  are  now  at 
'  war  with  Spain ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  thefe 

*  other  reafons,  this,  I  believe,  wou'd  never  have 
'  been  mention'd.  The  chief  reafon  is  the  breach 
'  of  the  convention  •,  that  convention  which  does 

*  fo  much  honour  to  our  negotiators :  Had  not  the 

*  Spaniards^    by  the  breach  of  that  convention, 

*  broke  all  the  meafures  of  our  miniftry,  we  fhould 

*  probably  have  {ttw  a  peace  concluded  without 
'  any   ftipulation  of  a  free   paflage  through  the 

*  American  feas.     But  the  Spaniards^   inftead  of 

'  making 
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'  making  us  the  leaft  conceflion,  were  determined 

^  to  carry  their  arrogance  to  the  utmoft  height, 

*  and  to  add  one  infult  to  another,  in  hopes  that 

*  the  fame  meannefs  of  fpirit  which  admitted  the 
'^  convention,  would  fulter  the  violation  of  it, 
'  This,  Sir,  is  the  chief  reafcn,  whatever  may  be 

*  urged  to  the  Contrary  by  the  minifterial  advo- 
'  cates,  for  the  war  we  are  engaged  in,  unlefs  it 
^  can  be  proved  to  the  houfe,  that  the  convention 

*  contain'd  a  pofitive  ftipiilation,  that  the  dem^and^ 

*  required  by  this  motion  to  be  a  prehminary  of 
^  any  future  treaty  with  Spain^  fhould  be  a  preli- 

*  minary  of  the  fucceeding  negotiations.  But  that/ 

*  I  believe,  will  not  be  attempted. 

'  This  being  rightly  considered,  Sir,  all  that  th^ 

^  right  honourable  perfon  has  faid  about  the  zeal 

*  of  himfelf  and   his  friends,  in  breaking  off  the 

*  negotiations  becaufe  the  terms  contain'd  in  this 
'  motion  were  not  complied  with,  falls  to  the 
'  ground :  For  the  convention  was  adlually  broken 

*  before  Mr.  Keene  prefented  his  lafl:  memorial  to 
^  the  court  of  Spain.     It  was  broken  by  the  Spa- 

*  niards  refuling  to  pay  the  95,000/. 

'  This,    Sir,    I  rememiber  very  well,    was  the 

'^  fenfe  of  another  aflembly,  where  the  convention. 

*  was  look'd  upon  no  longer  to  exift ;  and  this  the 
'  very  v/ords  of  Mr.  Keene's  memorial,  as  repre-- 

*  fented  to  us,  plainly  exprefs.     He  there  tells  the 

*  court  of  Spain^  that  fhe  was  not  only  to  execute 
'  the  engagements  fhe  had  entered  into  by  the 
'  convention,  but  to  comply  with  other  demands, 
'  Now,  Sir,  the  quefrion  is,  whether  if  that  court 
'  had,  without  farther  delay,    fultilled  thofe  en- 

*  gagements,  we  fhould  have  heard  any  thing  of 

'  thofe  farther  demands.     I  am  afraid  we  fnould   ,^^ 

*  not,  Sir.  The  very  nature  of  the  convention 
^  forbids  our  infifting  upon,  as  a  prelim.inary,  the 
^  renunciation  demanded,  v;ith  regard  to  fearching 

*  our  fliips.     We  fee  by  the  firft  article,  Sir,  that 

F  f  2  *  this 
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'  this  was   to  be  regulated  by  plenipotentiaries, 

*  who  were  to  examine  into  treaties,  and  to  deter- 
'  mine  this  important  affair.  Whoever  confiders 
'  this,  Sir,  will  find  that  we  really  had  no  right 

*  (if  we  fuppofe  that  the  convention  had  any  vali- 

*  dity)  to  infift  upon  making  that  a  preliminary, 
'  which  was  adually  the  thing  in  difpute.     So 

*  that.  Sir,  either  the  convention  was  of  no  weight, 

*  or  this  demand  upon  the  Spaniards  to  make  a 

*  renunciation  of  their  claim  to  fearch  our  fhips,  a 

*  preliminary,  was  not  the  thing  which  broke  up 

*  the  conferences.     If  the  money  had  been  paid, 

*  the  Spaniards  had  a  right  to  proceed  in  the  trea- 

*  ty,  and  the  plenipotentiaries  a  power  to  conclude 
«  it. 

*  From  th's  confideration  gentlemen  may  fee 
'  v/hat  a  precipice  this  nation  has  efcap'd,  and  dif- 
'  cover  the  importance  of  the  prefent  motion  for 

*  guarding  us  againft  the  like  danger  in  time  to 
'  come.  I  fhall  therefore  now  beg  leave  to  make 
'  a  few  farther  obfervations.      Great  pains  have 

*  been  taken,  Sir,  to  reprefent  our  court,  in  King 
'  Charles  lid's  time,  as  guilty  of  very  great  in- 
'  juftice  in  their  proceedings  with  the  Spaniards  m 

*  America.     I  fhall  be  far  from  juflifying  all  the 

*  maxims  or  pracflices  of  that  reign ;  yet  I  wifh, 
'  Sir,  that  in  fome  following  reigns  the  fame  fpirit, 

*  Corrupt  and  unjuft  as  it  was,  in  fome  parts  of  its 
'  condudl,  had  been  imitated,  for  preferving  our 

*  intereft  in  America.  We  don't  read,  Sir,  of  idle 
'  memorials  being  prefented  at  that  time  from  our 

*  miniflers  to  thofe  of  Spain  •,  we  don't  read  that 
'  the  Spaniards  ever  dar'd  to  infult  us  without  fuf- 

*  fering  for  it ;  and  give  me  leave  to  fay.  Sir,  that 

*  I  cannot  difcover,    from  our  hiflories  of  thefe 

*  tranfadions,  that  our  court  was  chargeable  with 
'  fo  much  injuftice  as  the  honourable  gentleman 

*  reprefents.  The  court  of  Spain  once  indeed  gave 

*  orders  for  difpoffelTing  us  of  a  fettlement  which 

I  'we 
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we  apprehended  we  had  a  right  to  by  the  treaty 
of  the  2 2d  of  King  Charles  II.  and  we  were  in 
reality  difpofTefs'd :  We  foon  retook  it,  and  per- 
haps thought  it  necefTary  to  punifh  their  prefump 
tion  with  exemplary  refentment;  but  how  was 
that  againft  the  principles  of  juftice?  They  like- 
wife  ordered  our  fhips  concerned  in  the  logwood 
trade  to  be  feized ;  we  juftly  contended  that  we 
had  a  right  by  the  fame  treaty  to  that  trade; 
and  if  we  made  reprizals  beyond  the  value  of  the 
lofs,  was  there  any  thing  in  this  proceeding  re- 
pugnant to  the  law  of  nations  ?  No,  Sir  •,  if  we 
had  a6led  ftili  in  the  fame  manner,  if  the  firft 
injury  had  been  warmly  refented,  we  fhould  ne- 
ver have  heard  of  their  claim  to  a  right  of  fearch- 
ing  our  fhips,  nor  havi^  been  engaged  in  the  pre- 
fent  war. 

'  The  right  honourable  gentleman  mentioned 
the  letter  tranfmitted  from  Mr,  Keene  to  M.  de  la 
^ladra^  and  endeavoured  to  reconcile  that  letter 
with  the  convention.  Sir,  the  very  words  of 
the  letter  itfelf,  when  compared  with  thofe  of  the 
convention,  will  be  fufficient  to  clear  up  that 
point.  Mr.  Keene  affirms  in  that  letter,  that  the 
Spaniards  claim  of  fearching  was  never  heard  of 
by  any  King  of  England^  and  would  never  be 
admitted  by  his  prefent  Majefty.  The  conven- 
tion on  the  other  hand  exprefsly  admits  this 
claim  to  be  difcufs'd  by  the  plenipotentiaries,  be- 
fore the  definitive  treaty  fhould  be  made :  Now 
how  reconcileable  thefe  tv/o  are  to  one  another, 
I  leave  the  houfe  to  judge.  As  to  the  farther 
demand  made  by  our  minifter,  I  have  already 
fufficiently  difculled  it,  nor  fhall  I  trouble  the 
houfe  with  any  thing  more  on  that  fubjed. 
'  With  regard  to  the  conducft  of  our  court  upon 
the  breaking  up  of  the  conferences,  I  think  it 
had  been  far  more  prudent  in  the  right  honoura- 
bk  gentleman  jnot  to  have  ineAtioaed  itatalh 

Ff3  iim 
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for  it  evidently  condemns  all  that  we  had  been 

doing  for  ten  or  twelve  years  before.  If  the  right 

honourable  perfon  had  any  hand  in  the  vigorous 

meafures  then  taken,  I  congratulate  him  on  the 

change  of  his  opinion,  but  1  think  at  the  {?.ine 

time,  that  by  defending  and  apologizing  for  the 

meafures  that  preceded  the  order  for  reprizals,  he 

■  gives  a  very  ftrong  proof  that  he  had  very  little 

'  fhare  in  thofe  councils.     Give  me  leave  to  fay, 

'  Sir,  that  all  the  mierit  of  the  declaration  of  war, 

'  of  our  entering  into  wife  and  vigorous  meafures, 

'  is  to  be  afcribed  to  his  Majefly  himfelf,   whom 

'"  it  was  impolTible  to  amufe  any  longer  with  for- 

'  mal  declarations,  and  empty  affurances.     I  dare 

'  fay  the  right  honourable  genthman  will  not  pre- 

^  tend  to  arrogate  any  part  of  the  praife  to  him- 

'  felf. 

*  It  has,  Sir,  been  more  than  hinted,  that  the 
^  gentlemen  in  the  oppofition  had  by  their  condudl 
'  encouraged  Spain  to  treat  us  with  the  infolence 
'  and  injuftice  (o  much  complain'd  of.     Indeed, 

*  Sir,  I  own  I  never  had  a  bad  opinion  of  the  op- 

*  pofition,  but  I  never  knew  the  good  effects  of  it 
^  fo  well  as  now ;  for  it  was,  it  feems,  by  means  of 
^  our  oppofition  that  the  nation  has  been  driven 
f  into  this  war,  and  I  will  maintain,  that,  had  fhe 
'  continued  to  be  mifled  with  pacifick  plans,  fhe 
?  had  been  irrecoverably  ruined.  But  pray,  Sir,^ 
f  were  there  no  former  inftances  of  their  infolencCj 
f  even  as  great  as  their  refufing  to  pay  the 
^  95,coo/.  ?  Did  they  never  rob  and  plunder  us 

*  while  it  was  not  fo  much  as  pretended  that  the 
«  oppofition  interpofed  .?  I  agree.  Sir,  with  the  right 

*  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  war  had  its  rife 
^  from  the  condu6t  of  the  oppofition,  but  differ 

*  with  him  when  he  attributes  the  infolence  of 
^  Spain  to  the  fame  caufe.  That,  Sir,  we  muft 
^  attribute  to  the  pufillanimity  of  our  counfels, 
I  and  to  nothing  elfe.     If  a  juft  regard  had  been 

^  fhown 
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fhown  to  the  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  who 
have  the  honour  to  be  in  the  oppofition,  more 
vigorous  meafures  would  have  been  taken  long 
ago  ;  and  the  nation  would  thereby  have  efcap'd 
all  the  infamy  fhe  has  incurr'd,  all  the  lofs 
fuftained,  from  the  mean,  fcandalous  conceffions 
made  on  every  occafion.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman,  Sir,  not  fatisfied  with  charging  the 
oppofition  with  encouraging  the  infolence  of 
Spain^  has  ventured  to  infmuate  that  the  gentle- 
men engaged  in  it  would  take  an  opportunity  to 
diftrefs  his  Majefty's  arms  by  oppofmg  the  fup- 
plies  neceflary  for  carrying  on  the  war.  Sir,  I 
don't  believe  that  there  is  one  gentleman  in 
the  oppofition,  who  does  not  deteft  the  very 
thought  of  fuch  a  procedure.  There  may, 
perhaps,  be  gentlemicn  in  another  intereft,  who 
would  be  very  glad  of  any  pretence,  from  the 
condudt  of  the  oppofition,  to  excufe  the  flow- 
nefs  and  inefficacy  of  our  arms :  But,  Sir,  I  will 
take  it  upion  me  to  declare,  that  they  fnall  have 
no  fuch  excufe. 

'  The  numbers,  Sir,  of  whom  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  was  pleafed  to  boaft,  as  con- 
curring with  his  meafures,  I  mud  confefs,  with 
forrow,  are  indeed  too  great,  though  with  re- 
gard to  the  figure  they  would  make,  if  divefi:ed 
of  what  they  enjoy  through  his  favour,  I  will 
be  bold  to  fay  that  it  would  not  be  very  con- 
fiderable.  When  was  there  any  queftion  that 
concerned  him,  fince  he  came  to  the  head  of 
the  adminiftration,  carried  otherv/ife  than  by  a 
majority  of  thofe  who  had  an  immediate  depen- 
dence upon  his  fmiles,  and  owed  part  of  their 
fortunes  to  his  favour  ?  I  would  willingly  avoid 
all  perfonal  reflexions,  notwithftanding  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  aggravations,  and  fhall 
therefore  put  the  merits  of  his  miniftry  upon 
this  fingle  fad,  Whether  in  the  quvilions  that 
F  f  4  '  relate 
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f  relate  to  himfelf,  the  majority  in  his  favour 
f  have  not  pofts,  places,  and  penfions  under  the 
f  crown  ^  And  I  defire  no  farther  fatisfadion  than 
f  a  plain  and  pofitive  anfwer. 

*  I  come  now.  Sir,  to  confider  a  little  the  en- 
^  comium  v/hich  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
*^  has  made  on  his  own  adminiftration.     In  the 

*  firft  place.  Sir,  I  think  he  did  not  pretend  to. 
^  juftify  all  the  treaties  and  engagements  we  have 
^  entered  into  during  thefe  twenty  years  lail  pafl:^ 
^  except  by  faying,  that  if  there  were  any  incon- 
^  fiftencies  in  them,  they  were  occafioned  by  thq 

*  treaty  of  Utrecht  \  and  here  he  took  an  oppor- 
*^  tunity  to  enlarge  on  his  darling  topic,  and  re- 
®  proach  the  miniftry  who  made  that  treaty  -,  ^ 
^  treaty,  which  indeed  I  fh^ll  be  far  from  vindi- 
^  eating.  But  how  did  that  treaty  affed  the  trea- 
^  ty  of  Hanover  ?  Or  how  could  it  lay  the  foun- 
^  dation   of  thofe  differences   which  divided    ua 

*  then  from  our  bed:  allies,  and  which  we  have 
^  never  yet  been  able  to  reconcile  ?  Was  the  treaty 
*^  of  Utrecht  the  reafon,  Sir,  why  we  entertained 
^  the  ridicnlous  panick  which  prevailed  upon  us 
^  to  conclude  that  of  Hanover  ?  pid  it  didlatq 
f  the  fuggeftion  of  a  fecret  treaty  betwixt  the  Em- 

*  peror  and  the  King  of  Spain  in  favour  of  thq 
t  Pretender  ?  A  defign  not  only  fufpeded  an4 
^  whifpered,  but  {ol^mnVj  declared  fro3.ii  a  place 
^  which  ought  to  be  the  fountain  of  truth,  and 
t  ftrongly  maintained  in  both  houfes.     Can  the, 

*  right  honourable  gentleman  fay.  Sir,  that  the 
®  event  juftify'd  the  declaration  ?  Or  that  therq 
^  afterwards  appeared  the  leail  foundation  for  it  ? 
*^  Can  he  pretend  that  the  treaty  of  Hanover  was 
•?  a  meafure  calculated  for  confirming  allies  in  our 
1  interefts  ?  His  Pruffian  Majefty,  Sir,  who  waq 
^  an  original  party  in  it,  took  the  firft  opportunity, 
^  of  deferting  it ;  and  fuch  of  our  allies,  as  WerQ 
I  not  original  parties^   were  bought  into  it  at  ^ 
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*  vaft  expence  ;  an  expence  that  might  have  been 

*  complained  of  as  unnecefiary,  had  it  piirchaft;d 
^  fecurity,  but  certainly  to  be  juftly  cenfured  as  it 

*  procured   nothing   but   contempt.     1  u;    Vutcb 

*  did  not  accede  to  it  till  eleven  months  after  it' 
^  was  concluded  at  Hanover,  and  then  with  very 

*  large  reftridtions.     The  crown  and  kingdom  of 

*  Sweden   were   bribed   into  it   at    the    price   of 

*  50,000/.  a  year,  for  three  years.  The  King  of 
'  Denmark  had  a  large  fubfidy  paid  him  for  four 

'  years-     The  Landgraves  of  HeJJe  Cajfel  received  . 
^  upwards  of  1,500,000/.  of  our  money  for  keep- 
^  ing  up  a  body  of  troops  which  was  not  of  the 

*  leaft  fervice  to  us  ;  and  the  Duke  of  Wolf  en- 
^  buttle  had  25,000/.  allowed  him  for  four  years, 

*  as  the  price  of  his  important  acceffion. 

'  Now,  Sir,  let  gentlemen  confider  how  much 

*  this  important  treaty,  which  the  right  honoura- 

*  ble  perfon  has  attempted  to  defend,  coft  the  na- 

*  tion,  and  then  let  them  determine  if  it  is  pro-^ 

*  bable,  or  indeed  poifible,   that  a  treaty,  made 

*  for  the  common  intereft  of  Europe^  could  have 

*  coft  us  fo  much  in  procuring  allies  to  it.     I  be- 

*  lieve  it  will  be  found.  Sir,  that  there  is  no  ne-- 

*  ceffity  of  bribing  any  people  into  a  meafure  that 
'  is  for  their  own  advantage. 

'  The  right  honourable  gentleman  llkewife  men- 

*  tioned  the  vigorous  preparations  made  in  order 
^  to  difappoint  the  ambitious  defigns  of  the  Em- 
«  peror  and  the  court  of  Spain.  I  remember  very 
^  well.   Sir,    that  at  that  time  we  did,    indeed, 

*  fend  out  three  fleets,  but  I  think  the  event  very 

*  fully  proved,  that  we  might  have  fpared  our- 
f  felves  the  trouble  and  expence.  For  when  one 
f  of  our  fleets  was  fent  to  the  coafts  of  Spain,  in 

*  order  to  prevent  the  execution  of  an  attempt 

*  defign'd,  as  was  fufpe6ted,  by  thefe  two  courtsi  / 
^  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  it  was  plainly  pro- 

*  yed  in  this  houfe,  from  the  letters  of  the  admi- 


Parliamentary    A.  1739I 

ral  who  commanded  that  fleet,  that  the  Spa- 
niards fo  little  dreamt  of  any  hoftilities,  that 
when  he  came  upon  their  coafts,  all  the  troops 
they  could  bring  together  did  not  amount  to 
three  thoufand  men,  and  thefe  very  ill  provided, 
and  in  a  very  bad  condition.  Nor,  did  the  na- 
tion ever  receive  the  leaft  proof  of  any  fecret 
treaty  that  was  made  by  Spain  and  the  Em- 
peror, though  it  was  merely  on  a  prefumption 
that  fuch  a  treaty  exifted,  that  this  fleet  was 
fent  out.  Nay,  a  little  time  after,  our  minifters 
themfelves  own'd  that  this  treaty  was  only 
fufpedled,  and  that  they  had  no  proof  of  any 
fuch  defign.  Another  of  our  fleets,  Sir,  was 
fent  to  the  Baltick^  to  prevent  the  projedls 
of  the  court  of  Mufcovy  from  taking  effed, 
and  to  hinder  that  Princefs  from  dethroning 
the  King  of  Sweden.  But  it  is  very  remarkable 
that  the  Mufcovites  and  the  Swedes  had,  before 
this  fleet  arrived  on  their  coafl:s,  concluded  a 
peace.  Thus  it  is  plain,  that  this  fleet  was  not 
of  the  leaft  fervice  to  the  nation.  It  is  with 
fome  reludance,  Sir,  that  I  mention  the  intent 
of  the  third  fleet,  which  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  admiral  Hofier^  becaufe  it  awakens  to 
the  memory  of  the  houfe  the  fate  of  that  un- 
fortunate commander,  and  of  the  brave  men 
who  were  fuffered  to  perifli  at  fea,  and  pin'd 
av/ay  for  want  of  orders  to  do  juftice  either  to 
themfelves  or  their  country.  The  pretence  for 
fending  it  out,  was  the  protecting  the  trade  of 
his  Majefty's  fubjeds  to  America.,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  return  of  the  plate-ihips  to  Spain, 
But  were  either  of  thofe  ends  anfwered  ?  No, 
Sir,  the  Spaniards  went  on  plundering  our  mer- 
chants in  thofe  parts,  while  our  fleet  lay  ineffec- 
tually before  their  harbours,  till  almoft  all  our 
feamen,  and  three  of  our  captains,  died  inglo- 
rioufly  without   an  enemy.     We   might  have 

*  eafily 
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•^  eafily  taken  their  fleet,    but  v/hen  Hofier^s  in- 

*  ftrudtions  were  examin'd  in  this  houfe,  it  was 
'  found  that  he  was  not  fent  to  fight,  but  to  per- 
^  fuade.     And,  what  is  ftill  more  extraordinary, 

*  Sir,    the    faid    plate-fhips,     moft    richly    laden, 

*  were  fufFer'd  to  efcape  under  the  very  fterns  of 

*  our  fliips,  which  were  then  lying  on  the  Spanijh 

*  coafts,    under  the  command  of  an  honourable 

*  gentiemang  who  fits  by  me,  who,  I  believe,  no 
^  body  doubts,  would  have  very  willingly  per- 
^  form'd  any  fervice  in  which  he  could  have  been 
^  warranted  by  his  in(lru(5i;ions. 

'  The  SpciJiiards  alfo  were  fuffer'd  to  carry  pro- 
^  vifions  and  military  (lores  to  their  army  before 
^  Gibraltar.     After   that  fiege   was  begun.    Sir, 

*  did  we  receive  the  leaft  afliftance  from  our  new 

*  allies  ?  No,  not  one  of  them  fo  much  as  offer'd 

*  to  arm  in  our  quarrel  •,  they  confider'd  the 
^  blocking  up  the  galleons  in  the  American  har- 
^  hours,  as  the  firft  a6t  of  hoftility,  and  confe- 
^  quently  judged  us  to  be  the  aggreflbrs  ;   upon 

*  which  prefumption  they  concluded  themfelves 
'  free  from  all  obligations  to  afiift  us,  becaufe 
'  their  alliance  with  us  was  only  defenfive.     In 

*  the  mean  time,  we  tamely  fuffer'd  that  fiege  to 

*  be  regularly  carried  on  by  the  Spaniards^  and 
^  truiled  to  the  bravery  of  the  garifon,  without 

*  endeavouring  with  our  fleet  to  bombard  one  of 
^  their  towns,  in  order  to  make  a  diverfion :  And 
'  thanks  to  the  valour  of  our  troops,  they  brave- 
^  ly  repelled  the  befiegers,    elfe  we  might  have 

*  {qqw  that  important  place  now  in  the  hands  of 

*  our  enemies,  notv/ithilanding  both  the  flrength 

*  of  our  fleet,  and  the  friendfhip  of  our  allies. 

*  Such,  Sir,  are  the  triumphs  which  this  re- 
^  markable  period  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 

*  man*s  adminiflration  has  afforded,  and  fuch  the 

*  fubjedt  of  the  labour'd  panegyrick  he  has  made 
I  on  his  ov/n  condudl.     If  I  have  not  kept  to  the 

'  ^notion 
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'    «  motion  now  before  the  hoiife,  I  hope  gentlemen 

*  will  excufe  me,  as  I  was  forc'd  into  the  di- 
^  grefTion  by  the  neceffity  of  following  the  right 

*  honourable  gentleman.  But,  continued  he,  du- 
^  ring  all  this  time  we  enjoy'd  the  benefits  of  an 
^  uninterrupted   commerce.      How  uninterrupted 

*  our  commerce  was,  Sir,  the  fuffering  merchants, 

*  whofe  claims  were  given  in  to  our  commiilaries 
*•  appointed  by  the  treaty  of  Seville^  can  witnefs  ; 
^  and  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  the  benefits  and 

*  felicity  that  attend  commerce,  -  wherein  every 
'  fliip  we  fent  out  to  our  own  colonies  was  in 
«  danger  of  being  taken  and  plundered  by  our 

*  enemies! 

'  We  have  had  lately  fo  much  of  the  conven- 

^  tion,  that  1  fhail  not  trouble  the  houfe  with  any 

^  remarks  upon  v/hat  the  right  honourable  gentle- 

•=  man  has  faid  about  the  treaty  of  Seville^   and 

*  the  rather  becaufe  he  touch'd  upon  it  in  fuch  a 

*  manner  as  if  he  were  inclined  ,to  give  it  up, 
^  But  I  cannot  fo  eafily  pafs  over  his  diftindion 
'  betwixt  private  and  publick  lofles.  I  conceive, 
'  Sir,  that  many  private  loffes,  and  many  muft  be 
'  own*d  to  have  been  fuftain'd,  amount  to  a  pub- 

*  lick,  a  general  lofs.  When  feveral  private  per- 
'  fons  fuffer  by  carrying  on  any  branch  of  trade, 
'  as  was  the  cafe  of  our  Weft -India  merchants,  it 

*  difcourages  others  from  carrying  it  on^  and  that 

*  branch  mufi:  of  courfe  fall  to  decay. 

*  I  fhall  join.  Sir,  in  any  encomium  that  can  be 

<  made  upon  the  benefits  of  peace  to  a  trading 

*  nation.    I  am  fenfible  how  carefully  we  ought  to 

*  avoid  war,  if  peace  can  be  had  upon  fafe  and 
«  honourable  terms.     But,  Sir,  if  the  terms  upon 

*  which  it  is  preferv'd  are  deflrudlive  of  trade^ 
'  *  the  very  fame  reafons  that  ought  to  prevail  for 

«  continuing  peace  ought  to  take  place  in  favoiic 

^  of  war.     We  have  for  many  years  had  a  peacf 

^  more  deftrudive  than  war  itfelf  i  a  peace.  Sir, 
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that  has  impair'd  the  health  and  vigour  of  thh 
nation,  only  becaufe  the  proper  remedy  was  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  minlftry.  I  believe  no  man. 
Sir,  wou'd  willingly  take  naufcous  rfiedicines  j 
but  if  the  ftate  of  his  health  abfolutely  requires 
them,  if  he  muft  langulfh  with  an  irrecoverable 
confumptlon,  or  be  cut  off  by  a  violent  fever, 
the  mod  naufeous  draught  will  no  longer  be 
rejedled. 

'  The  right  honourable  gentleman  mentioned 
the  laft  war.  I  own,  Sir,  the  lad  war  Is  now 
very  heavy  upon  this  nation  ;  but  Vv^hy  ?  Not 
becaufe  of  the  expence'tit  then  cofl:  us,  but  be- 
caufe the  debt  we  incurr'd  by  that  expence  has 
not  been  paid  off.  Had  a  proper  oeconomy 
been  obferv'd,  had  thofe  Immenfe  fums  been 
faved,  that  have  been  expended  upon  fuper- 
fluous  offxes,  ftanding  armies,  and  idle  expedi- 
tions, the  nation.  Sir,  had  now  felt  no  bad 
confequence  of  that  war.  But,  Sir,  it  is  eafy 
for  a  la-vlfh  minlftry  in  time  of  peace  to  bring 
upon  the  nation  all  the  Inconveniencies  that  at- 
tend a  war.  It  is  eafy,  by  fquandering  the  pub- 
lick  money,  to  continue  the  debts  of  thje  na- 
tion, to  perpetuate  her  impofls,  and  to  increafe 
her  taxes.  It  was  not  the  late  war,  it  was  our 
later  management,  that  has  brought  the  incon- 
veniencies upon  the  nation  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  has  fo  quick  a  fenfe  of.  The  late 
war,  Sir,  was  undertaken  in  defence  of  the 
liberties  of  this  nation,  and  of  all  Europe ;  the 
prefent  war  ought  to  have  been  undertaken  long 
before  it  was,  in  defence  of  our  trade  and  navi- 
gation ;  for  if  trade  and  navigation  fuffer,  our 
liberties  muft  fuffer  alfo. 

*  I  am  fenfible.  Sir,  how  much  I  have  faid 
that  might  have  been  fpared  ^  but  my  zeal  for  a 
motion,  upon  which  fo  much  of  the  dignity 
and  intereft  of  the  crQwn  and  nation  itfelf  de- 

*  pends. 
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«  pends,  is  fo  great,  that  I  thought  it  my  duty 

*  to  remove,  as  much  as  I  cou'd,  all  pretences  for 

*  objedlions.      If  we  are  not  unanimous  in  our 

*  agreement  to  it,  if  there  fhould  be  the  appearance 

*  of  division,  if  there  fhould  be  a  debate  upon  it, 
'  I  fhall  willingly  agree  that  my  honourable  friend 

*  ihall  retraft  it.     For  I  would  much  rather  fee  ie 

*  quite  drop'd,  than  not  agreed  to  unanimoufly. 

*  What  an  encouragement.  Sir,  would  it  give  to 

*  the  enemies  of  this  nation,  if  they  fhould  dif- 
'  cover  there  was  a  party  in  this  nation,  a  party 

*  in  this  houfe.  Sir,  fo  much  their  avow'd  friends,, 

*  as  to  make  any  objedion  to  a  motion,  which 

*  propofes  the  only  means  left  us  for  obtaining  re- 

*  drefs  of  the  many  injuries  and  infults  offered  to 
'  this  crown  and  nation !  I  have  the  fatisfadlion, 

*  Sir,  to  believe,  that  none  within  this  houfe  will 
'  be  fo  weak  or  fo  wicked  as  to  oppofe  it.  The 
'  friends  of  the  nation  will  univerfally  applaud  it, 

*  and  the  friends  of  the  miniflier  dare  not  appear 
'  againft  it.     I  fay,   they  dare  not :    They  dare 

*  not,  becaufe  they  would,  by  fo  publick  a  defer- 

*  tion  of  their  country,  pull  down  upon  their  owrj- 

*  heads  the  refentment  of  the  whole  nation,  of  an 
'  incenfed^  injured  people.  They  wou'd  opea 
'  his  Majefliy's  eyes,  and  thereby  difcover  the 
'  means  by  which  his  honour  and  the  nation's  in- 
'  terefl  have  fo  long  fufFered.  To  conclude,  let 
'  us  be  unanimous,  or  let  the  motion  be  drop'd^ 
^  and,  if  it  be  pofiible,  forgotten.' 

The  queflion  being  then  put,    it  was  unani- 
moufly  agreed  to. 

This  being  over.    Sir  Williatn  Wyndham  rofe^^ 
'^,S:"  and  fpoke  to  the  following  effed  : 

fpeech  and 

^vtThi?'       '  Sir,  It  is  fo  unufual  for  me  to  congratulate 
Majeftythe  c  ^his    houfc    upOH    Carrying    any   queftion   that 

Padiamcnt.  '    COmCS'^ 
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comes  from  me,  or  any  of  the  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  have  the  honour  to  vote  in  national 
points,  that  I  am  very  much  at  a  lofs  how  to 
exprefs  myfelf  at  prefent.  I  am  the  more  em- 
barrafled.  Sir,  on  this  occafion,  as  my  fenti- 
ments  of  pleafure  and  gratitude  crowd  fo  faft 
upon  me,  that  my  expreffions  quite  fink  under 
them.  Pleas'd  as  I  am,  Sir,  that  this  nation, 
this  nation  once  fo  dreaded,  once  fo  courted, 
of  late  fo  defpifed,  trampled  on,  and  infulted, 
has  now  a  near  profped  of  being  in  a  condition 
to  afTert  her  rights,  and  revenge  her  injuries: 
Grateful  as  I  am,  Sir,  that  1  have  been  fo 
happy  as  to  meet  with  the  unanimous  concur- 
rence of  this  houfe  in  the  motion  that  draws 
this  agreeable  profpedl  fo  near,  how  much 
fhou'd  I  be  wanting  to  my  duty,  to  the  nation, 
to  this  houfe,  and  to  myfelf,  if  I  ihould  flop 
here ! 

*  The  unanimity  we  have  now  exprefs'd.  Sir, 
is  enough  for  this  houfe,  but  not  enough  for 
the  honour  of  his  Majefty,  the  nation,  or  the 
dignity  of  Parliam.ent.  We  are  to  go  a  flep 
farther,  before  we  can  acquit  ourfelves  of  all  we 
owe  to  them  upon  this  occafion.  This  houfe. 
Sir,  has  the  glory  of  having  firfl  agreed  to  the 
motion  ;  but  let  us  confider,  Sir,  that  we  are 
but  one  houfe,  and  nothing  but  the  colledive 
dignity  of  the  whole  legiflative  body  can  give  it 
its  proper  weight.  The  good  wifhes,  the  pray- 
ers, and  the  acclamations  of  the  people  it  will 
certainly  obtain,  the  encouragement  and  the 
thanks  of  his  Majefty  cannot  be  doubted :  But, 
Sir,  it  muft  have  the  concurrence  and  counte- 
nance of  both  Lords  and  Commons  to  produce 
the  effed:s  defired  in  the  refl  of  Europe^  to  fhew 
foreign  courts  that  negotiations  are  now  at  an 
end,  that  the  Parliament  has  again  refum'd  its 
authority  in  his  Majefly's  councils,    and  that 

*  they 
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^  they  are  no  longer  under  the  influence  of  his 
'  mlniftry.  Let  us,  Sir,  do  our  duty  on  this  oc- 
'  cafion  •,  let  us  invite  the  other  houfe  to  a  ihare  of 

*  the  glory  in  prefenting  this  refokition  to  his  Ma- 

*  jefty.     If  they  fhou'd  refufe  to  join  us,  which  I 

*  am  far  from  fufpedting,   if  they  fhou'd  not  be  fo 

*  unanimous  as  we  have  been,  let  the  cenfures  of 

*  the  nation  and  of  pofterity  fall  upon  them,  but 
'  let  us  do  our  duty. 

'  Therefore,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  make  another 

*  motion,  which  is.  That  this  refolution  be  com- 
■^  municated  to  the  Lords,  and  their  concurrence 

*  defired  thereto.' 

This  being  likewife  refolved  unanimoufly,  he 
made  another  motion.  That  a  conference  be  defired 
with  the  Lords  upon  a  matter  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance to  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the  na- 
vigation and  commerce  of  this  nation. 

This  being  likewife  refolved;  the  Speaker  put 
the  queftion. 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  manage  the 
faid  conference  *,  which  was  ordered  likewife,  and 
Sir  Robert  Walpole^  Horatio  Walpole^  Efq;  William 
Pulteney^  Efq;  Sir  William  Wyndham^  Sir  William 
Tonge^  Lord  Polwartb^  Samuel  Sandys^  Efq;  Sir 
John  Barnard^  and  feveral  other  eminent  members 
were  appointed  managers,  who  being  come  to  the 
place  of  conference.  Sir  William  Wyndham  deliver'd 
to  the  committee  of  Lords  a  copy  of  the  refolution 
which  the  Commons  had  come  to,  beginning  ia 
this  manner,  viz.  It  is  refolved  by 
and  Commons  in  Parliament  ajfembkd.  Sec, 

Upon  which  the  Commons  withdrew  to  theif 
houfe,  and  Sir  William  Wyndham,  reported  to  the 
houfe  from  the  committee  of  conference  what  they 
had  done. 

Next  day,  a  meffage  Came  from  the  Lords 
defiring  a  cgnference  with  the  Gommons.     Upon 

whick 
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which  the  conference  was  order'd,  and  the  fame 
managers  who  managed  the  ]aft,  appointed  for  this. 
The  managers  then  went  ta  the  conference,  and 
the  Lords  acquainted  them  that  they  agreed  to  the 
rcfolution,  and  had  accordingly' fill'd  up  the  blank 
in  the  copy  of  it,  which  the  Commons  had  kft 
the  day  before,  with  the  words,  Lords  fpiritual 
and  temporal.  This  being  over,  the  managers  re- 
turn'd  to  the  houfe,  and  Sir  William  IVyndham 
reported  what  had  pafs'd, .  fpeaking  at  the  fame 
time  to  the  following  eifcdl ; 

'  Sir,  When  we  firft  agreed  to  this  great  and  ?]■:  ^'^^'''"f 
'  miportant  reiolution,  1  congratulated  this  houfe  fpeech  attec 
'  upon  its  unanimity ;  now,  Sir,  I  congratulate  his  '^'^"^1,^^^^ 

*  IVlajefty,  the  Parliament,  the  nation,  and  the  mi-  the  Lords, 
'  niftry,  upon  the  concurrence  of  the  other  houfe. 

*  Let  our  minifters,  Sir,  carry  this  refolution  to 
^  the  court  of  Frajjce^  that  fhe  may  know  what  fhe 
^  is  to  expect  if  fhe  fhou'd  interpofe  In  favour  of 
^  the  enemies  of  this  nation,  either  with  her  me- 
^  diation,  or  her  arms.  Let  them  carry  it.  Sir,  to 
'  every  court  in  Europe  that  has  not  yet  declared 
'  itfelf,  to  let  them  fee,  Sir,  that  we  are  at  length 
'  roufed   from  our  lethargy,    and  determined  to 

*  demand  and  infift  upon  the  moft  rigid  juftlce. 

*  This  will  teach  fuch  of  them  who  are  inclined  to 
'  take  the  part  of  our  enemies  what  they  may  ex- 
^  pe6t,  and  will  convince  our  friends  that  our  eyes 

*  are  at  laft  opened  to  our  true  interefts.  It  will 
^  confirm  our  friends,  and  intimidate  our  enemies.^ 

This  addrefs  was  accordingly  prefented  to  his 
Majefty  by  both  houfes  on  the  Friday  following, 
and  his  Majefty  returned  the  following  moft  gra- 
cious anfwer  : 

Vol,  XVIII.  Gg  My 
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T's^nlwer      ^^  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
ti'this  ad-   T  'Thank  you  for  this  dutiful  addrefs^  which  is  fo 
drers.  J^  agreeable  to  former  refolutions  of  both  houfes  of 

Parliament,  Tour  unanimous  and  vigorous  fupport 
in  carrying  on  the  war^  will  he  the  befi  means  of  pro- 
curing fafe  and  honourable  terms  of  peace ;  and  you 
may  rely  on  my  utmofl  care  and  endeavour^  to  obtain 
effectual  fecurity  for  the  ju^  rights  of  navigation  and 
commerce  belonging  to  my  fubje^s. 

Tuefday^    November  27,    Samuel  Sandy Sy    Efq*, 
flood  up,  and  fpoke  to  this  efFed  : 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
t^lZT  "  Sir,  His  Majefty,  in  his  fpeech  from  the 
motion  for  «  throttc,  having  been  fo  gracious  as  to  tell  us,  that 
mSesSa  '  ^^  ^^^  called  us  together,  at  this  time,  fooner 
the  iKoft  '  than  has  been  ufual  of  late  years,  that  he  might 
ju^ga  man-  ^  j^^yg  |.}^g  immediate  advice  and  afliflance  of  his 
Parliament  at  this  critical  and  important  conjunc- 
ture, I,  from  thence,  thought  it  v^as  the  duty 
of  every  member  of  this  houfe,  to  confider  our 
prefent  circumftances,  and,  if  he  could  think  of 
any  thing  that  might  contribute  to  our  fuccefs  in 
the  prefent  v/ar,  to  lay  it  before  the  houfe,  that, 
in  cafe  it  fhould  be  approved  of,  it  might  be  of- 
fered as  the  advice  of  this  houfe  to  his  Majefty. 
'  For  this  reafon.  Sir,  I  hope  I  fhall  ftand  ex- 
cufed,  in  v^^hat  I  am  to  offer  to  your  confidera- 
tion-,  for,  I  think,  no  gentleman  can  be  accufed 
of  prefumption,  Vv'hen  he  does  no  more  than 
what  is  his  indifpenfable  duty,  and  what  his 
Majefty  has  told  us  he  expedls  from  us,  as  mem- 
bers of  this  houfe.  We  have  already  in  one  in- 
ftance  anfwered  his  Majefty 's  expedations.  We 
have  laid  before  him  the  advice  of  his  Parliament, 
with  refped  to  the  conclufion  of  the  war.  What 
I  am  to  offer,  relates  to  the  method  of  condudt- 
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^  ing  it.     If  the  advice  I  am  to  offer,  be  approved 

'  of  by  this  houfe,   I  am  convinced  it  will  be  foi- 

'  lowed  by  his  Majefl-y  •,   and,  if  it  be  followed,  it 

*  will  contribute  towards  the  war's  being  brought 
'  to  that  conclufion,  v/hich  we  have  advifed  his 
'  Majefty  to  aim  at. 

'  In  the  profecution  of  this  war,  Sir,  there  are 
'  two  things  chiefly  to  be  regarded.  That  is,  the 
'  carrying  the  war  on  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  may  be 
'  moil  effedual  for  compelling  the  enemy  to  fub- 
'  mit  to  reafonable  terms  of  peace,  and  the  carry- 

*  ing  it  on  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  be  leall:  bur- 
'  denfome,  and  leaft  inconvenient  to  ourfelves. 

'  From  this  confideration.  Sir,  I  cannot  but 
'  highly  approve  of  what  his  Majefty  has  likewife 
'  been  pleafed  to  communicate  to  us  from  the 
'  throne:  I  mean  the  raifing  of  a  body  of  marines. 
'  At  the  beginning  of  every  war,  we  muft  necef- 
'  farily  be  in  fome  diftrefs  for  want  of  feamen; 
'  becaufe,    in  time  of  peace,    no  more  men  will 

*  breed  themfelves  up  to  fea,  than  are  necefTary 
'  for  fupplying  the  merchant-fervice,  and  the  few 
^  guard-lhips  and  men  of  war  v/e  keep  in  com- 
'  mifllon  in  a  time  of  profound  tranquillity;  which 
'  muft  of  courfe  occafion  a  deficiency  of^  feamen, 
'  when  a  war  firft  breaks  out  •,  efpecially  after  the 
'  nation  has  been,  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
'  in  a  continued  ftate  of  peace.     This  deficiency, 

*  which  proceeds  from  the  natural  courfe  of  human 
'  affairs,  we  can  no  way  fupply  at  the  beginning 
'  of  a  war,  but  by  fending  a  body  of  land  foldiers 
'  or  marines,  to  ferve  on  board  our  men  of  war  5 
'  unlefs  we  fhould,  for  the  fake  of  fupplying  our 

*  men  of  war  with  all  thorough-bred  feamen,  put 
'  an  entire  flop  to  our  trade,  which  ought  never 
'  to  be  done,  but  in  the  cafe  of  imminent  danger 
'  from  an  impending  invafion. 

'  This  is  a  danger.  Sir,  which  is  far  from  being 

*  the  certain  confequence  of  every  war  we  can  be 
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engaged  in;  and  therefore,  at  the  beginning  of 
every  war  which  is  not  attended  with  any  fuch 
danger,  as  we  have  then  no  occafion  for  keeping 
up  a  large  body  of  land  forces  at  home,    we 
ought  to  indulge  our  trade,  by  fending  land  men, 
or  land  foldiers,  to  ferve  as  marines  on  board  our 
men  of  war,  in  order  thereby  to  leave  a  fufficient 
fupply  of  expert  feamen  for  our  merchant- fervice, 
and  for  carrying  on  our  trade  j  for,  as  it  is  not 
our  interert  to  make  any  conquefts  upon  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe^  the  protedlion  of  our  trade  is 
the  only  motive,  peculiar  to  ourfelves,  that  we 
can  have  for  going  to  war  5  and  it  would  be  very 
ridiculous  in  us  to  carry  on  a  war  for  the  pro- 
tedion  of  our  trade,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  de- 
ftroy  it.     And  this,  of  putting  a  great  number 
of  land  foldiers,  by  way  of  marines,  on  board 
our  men  of  war,  is  the  more  prudent  and  the 
more  neceflary,  becaufe,  as  few  of  our  merchant 
fhips  carry  more  men  than  are  barely  fufficient 
for  navigating  the  fhip,  they  can  employ  none 
but  expert  feamen ;  whereas  a  man  of  war  does 
not  require  above  one  half,  or  one  third,  of  her 
complement,  to  be  thorough-bred  feamen.  With 
regard  to  the  other  half,  or  two  thirds,  as  they 
are  to  be  em.ployed  in  fighting,  and  are  not  ne- 
ceflary for  navigating  the  fhip,  land  men  may, 
in  a  few  days,  be  made  as  fit  for  the  fervice,  as 
the  moft  expert  feamen  whatever;  and,  if  thofe 
land  men  be  fuch  as  have  been  bred  to  military 
difcipline,  they  will  be  better,  and  more  ufeful 
for  making  invafions  and    incurfions  upon  the 
enemy  at  land,    than  the  moft  expert  feamen, 
very  few  of  whom  are  ever  bred  to  that  fort  of 
difcipline,  which  is  neceflary  to  be  obferved  in 
land  engagements, 

'  Every  gentleman  mufl:  therefore  highly  ap- 
prove of  his  Majefl:y's  having  refolved  to  raifc 
a  body  of  marines  5  and  the  manner  of  raiflng 

'  this 
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•  this  body  of  marines,  is  what  I  am  now  to , pro- 
'  pofe  to  you  for  your  confideration.  In  my  opi- 
'  nion,  Sir,  this  body  of  marines  ought  to  be 
'  raifed  by  making  proper  draughts  out  of  the  re- 

•  gular  regiments  now  on  foot  in  Britain  and  Ire- 
'  land  \    becaufe,    I   think,    a   body    of  marines 

•  raifed  in  this  manner,  will  be  more  ufeful  agalnft 
'  the  enemy,  and  not  only  lefs  expenfive,  but 
'  more  convenient  to  ourfelves,  than  a  body  of 
^  raw,  undifciplined  men,  newly  raifed  for  that 
'  purpofe.  As  the  Spaniards  have  no  trade,  and 
'  very  few  fhips  at  fea,  we  cannot  propofe  to 
'  force  them  to  agree  to  fuch  terms  as  we  can 
'  fafely  or  honourably  accept  of,  unlefs  we  attack 

•  them  at  land,  in  fome  part  of  their  dominions. 
'  I  think  we  ought  to  attack  them  in  every  part. 

•  When  I  fay  fo,  I  do  not  mean,  that  we  fhould 

•  endeavour  to  make  a  conqueft  of  any  part  of 

•  their  dominions  in  Europe  ;  but,  I  think,  we 
"  ought  to  have  a  fleet,  with  five  or  fix  thoufand 
'  marines  and  land  forces,  continually  hovering 
'  about  the  coafts  of  Spain^  and  making  invafions 

at  every  place,  where  they  can  find  a  proper  op~ 
'  portunity ;    for  notwithflanding   the  numerous 
'  land  army  now  kept  up  in  that  country,  they 
'  cannot  have  five  or  fix  thoufand  men  at  every 
place  where  our  troops  may  land,  and  therefore, 
with  fuch  a  body  of  land  forces,  we  may  plun- 
der and  deftroy  many  parts  of  their  country, 
and  keep  their  maritime  provinces  in  a  continual 
alarm  •,  and,  for  this  purpofe,  I  am  fure  a  body 
of  marines   drawn    from   our  regular,    and,    I 
hope,  wcll-dlfclplined  regiments,   will  be  much 
more  ferviceable,  than  a  body  of  marines  com- 
pofed  of  raw  and  undifciplined  men. 
*  As   for   the  SpaniJJo  dominions   in  America^ 
Sir,    I  believe  no  man  queftions  but  that  we 
ought  to  attack  them.     We  ought  not  only  to 
attack  them,  but  we  ought  to  take  and  hold 
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fome  of  them,  for  the  future  fecurity  of  our 
trade  in  that  part  of  the  world  •,  and,  if  difci- 
plined  troops  are  not  better  than  raw  and  undif- 
ciplined  men  for  that  purpofe,  I  am  fure,  we 
have  been  at  a  great  expence  in  keeping  up  a 
numerous  army  for  many  years  to  no  purpofe. 
I  indeed  wonder,  that  a  large  detachment  of 
our  regular  troops  has  not  been  already  fent  into 
that  country.  In  my  opinion,  if  we  had  con- 
fidered  what  we  were  about,  or  what  was  the 
moll  probable  and  efte6tual  way,  either  of 
diflrefling  the  enemy  or  gaining  an  advantage  to 
ourfelves,  we  fhould  have  begun  hoftilities,  by 
fending  a  well  provided  fquadron  and  army  to 
America.  This  we  might  have  done  without 
declaring  war.  It  was  time  enough  to  declare 
war,  when  they  were  arrived  there,  and  ready 
to  attack  the  enemy.  If  we  had  done  this, 
we  might  in  a  fliort  time,  perhaps  before  now, 
have  been  in  poffefTion  of  what  would  have 
forced  Spain  to  agree  to  our  terms. 
'  But  this,  Sir,  is  time  paft,  which  is  not  to 
be  recalled  •,  let  us  therefore  look  forward  and 
do  the  befl-  we  can,  in  time  to  come.  I  have 
fhewn,  that  a  body  of  marines  drawn  from  our 
regular  regiments,  will  be  the  moft  fervlceable 
for  attacking  the  enemy,  and  'tis  certain,  that 
this  method  will  be  the  leaft  expenfive,  and 
m.oft  convenient  for  ourfelves.  By  this  method, 
the  additional  charge  v/ill  be  but  very  incon- 
fiderabie ;  and  the  country  will  be  freed  from 
the  inconvenience  and  expence  of  quartering  a 
great  number  of  ufelefs  troops.  I  fay  ufelefs. 
Sir,  and,  I  think,  I  may  moft  julily  fay  fo  ; 
for,  in  a  war  with  Spain^  every  man  that  is 
kept  in  this  ifland,  above  the  number  that  is 
absolutely  neceffary,  in  a  time  of  the  moft  pro- 
found tranquillity,  muft  be  allowed  to  be  ufe- 
lefs.    We  cannot  be  in  the  leaft  danger  of  an 
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'  Invaiion  from  that  country,  cottfidering  the  pre- 
'  fent  circumftances  of  the  two  nations.  We 
'  were  never  more  united  amongft  ourfelves,  than 
'  we  are  at  prefent.  There  is  a  mod  general, 
'  and,  I  am  fure,  a  moft  juft  indignation  again  ft 

*  the  Spaniards^  ftirred  up  in  every  corner  of  the 
'  three  kingdoms,  and  among  all  ranks  and  de- 
'  grees  of  men  *,  and  therefore,  we  can  be  in  no 
'  danger  of  an  invafion  from  thence,    unlefs  it 

*  were  to  be  made  with  fuch  a  number  of  troops 

*  as  would  be  fufficient  to  conquer  the  three  king- 

*  doms.  This  we  know  they  cannot  accomplifh  : 
'  There   is   not   in   all  Spatn^    fhips  enough  for 

*  tranfporting  fuch  a  number  of  troops  ;  and,  if 

*  they  had  fhips,  they  could  not,  in  the  whole 
'  kingdom  of  Spain,  find  provisions  enough  for 
'  vidlualling  fuch  a  numerous  fleet  of  tranfports. 

'  We  can  therefore.  Sir,  have  no  ufe  for  fuch 
'  a  numerous  army  here  at  home  -,  and,  fince  we 

*  have  no  ufe  for  them  here  at  home,    for  this 

*  reafon  alone,  if  we  had  no  other,  we  ought  to 

*  fend  a  great  number  of  them  to  ferve  as  m.a- 
'  rines  on  board  our  men  of  war.  But,  I  have 
'  already  fhewn,  that  they  muft  be  of  more  fer- 

*  vice  both  at  fea  and  land,  than  raw,  undifci- 
'  plined  men  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  ;  and  there- 

*  fore,  I  fhall  add  no  more,  but  conclude  with 
'  moving,  "  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefent- 
"  ed  to  his  Majefty,  humbly  to  lay  before  him, 
"  as  the  advice  of  this  houfe,  that  he  would  be 
"  pleafed  to  give  diredions,  that  the  body  of 
<'  marines  intended  to  be  raifed,  may  be  done  in 
"  the  moft  frugal  manner,  and  put  upon  the  leaft 
*'  expenfive  eftabliftiment,  by  having  as  many 
"  private  men,  and  as  few  officers,  as  the  nature 
"  of  the  fervice  will  admit  •,  oeconomy  at  firft 
"  fetting  out,  being  abfolutely  neceftary  to  enable 
"  us  to  fupport  his  Majefty  in  the  vigorous  pro- 
"  fecution  of  this  war  -,  and  as  draughts  from  the 
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^'  prefent  regiments  of  foot,  which  are  all  equally 
*'  proper  to  be  employed,  either  by  land  or  fea, 
«'  will  be  attended  with  the  leaft  expence,  as  well 
"  as  be  moft  expeditious  for  any  immediate  fer- 
*'  vice,  humbly  to  recommend  that  method  to 
^'  his  Majefty,  in  tender  compflion  to  his  peo- 
"  pie,  already  burdened  with  many  heavy  and 
^'  grievous  taxes  j  and,  to  afliire  his  Majefty, 
*'  whenever  he  ftall  judge  it  neceftary  to  encreafe 
"  the  corps,  from  whence  fuch  draughts  are 
"  made,  that  his  faithful  Commons  will  mod 
*'  readily  enable  him  to  do  it ;  being  fully  con= 
"  vinced,  that  their  fafetv,  and  all  that  is  dear  to 
''  them,  confift  in  the  prefervation  of  his  iMa- 
*^  jefty  and  the  Proteftant  fucceflion." 

This    motion    was    feconded    by  Philip    Gib- 
hoUy  Efqs    who  fppke  to  this  effect,  viz. 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
Mx.Gibhoti's      '  Sir,  The  method  propofed  by  my  honourable 
5'pecch.        <  friend  for  railing  or  forming  a  body  of  marines, 
*•  I  always  thought  fo  reafonable,  that  when  the 

*  regiments  were  laft  fummer  brought  from  Ire- 
'  land,   I  imagined  they  were  brought  over  for 

*  that  very   purpofe  j    and   therefore,    could  not 

*  but  be  in  fome  fort  of  furprize  to  hear  fuch 
«  complaints  for  v/ant  of  feamen,  and  to  fee  our 

*  trade  fo  much  interrupted  and  diftrefled  by 
*^  prefting  and  embargoes,  whilft  thefe  regiments, 

*  and  all  our  other  regiments  of  foot  in  Great 

*  Britain^  were  lying  idle  in  their  quarters,  and 
'  oppreffing  all  the  inns  and  other  publick  houfes 
'  in  the  kingdom.  Nay,  even  when  I  heard,  by 
^  his  Majefty's  fpeech  from  the  throne,  that  we 
*•   were  to  have  a  body  of  marines,  I  ft  ill  imagi- 

*  ned,  they  were  to  be  raifed  by  fending  fome  of 
^  our  foot  regiments,  or  detachments  from  all  of 
\  them,  to  ferye  on  board  our  ihips  of  v;ar  \  and 
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*  this  contirfUed  to  be  my  opinion,  till  I  faw  the 
«  eftimates  which  have  been  delivered  in  to  this 
«  (cIT^on  of  Parliament. 

'  But,  Sir,   when  I  faw  thefe  eftimates,  I  was 

*  aftonifhed  to  find,  that  what  was  to  be  called  a 

*  body  of  marines,  was  to  confift  of  fix  regiments 
'  of  land  forces,  all  to  be  new  raifed,  and  to  con- 

*  fift  moftly  of  men  never  trained  to  any  fort  of 

*  martial  difcipline  either  at  land  or  fea.  This 
'  certainly  is  loading  the  publick  with  a  very 
'  great,  and,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  unnecefiary 

*  additional  charge,  and  it  is  forming  a  new  body 
'  of  land  forces,  which  are  not,  I  hope,  to  be 
'  employed  as  marines,  or  in  any  other  manner 

*  fent  againft  the  enemy  ;  for  furely,  if  we  have 
<  a  mind  to  profecute  the  war  with  vigour,  if  we 

*  expedl,   or  intend  to  have  fuccefs  in  the  war, 

*  v/e  ought  to  employ  our  oldeft  and  befl:  corps  ia 
^  the  profecutjon  of  it,  and  keep  our  youngefl:, 
'  or  new-raifed  regiments  at  home,  till  they  have 
'  made  themfelves  fo  much  mafi:ers  of  military 
'  difcipline,  as  to  be  fit  to  be  employed  againft 
^  the  publick  enemy.     This  was  the  method  we 

*  took  in  the  profecution  of  the  laft  war :   We 

*  were  not  then  fo  much  terrified  with  invafions, 
^  though  we  v/ere  often  threatned  with  them,  by 

'*  an  enemy  that  had  fome  fort  of  power  to  put 

'  fuch  threats  in  execution ;   I  fay,  we  were  not 

^  then  fo  much  terrified  wqth  fuch  phantoms,  as 

*  to  keep  our  beft  troops  at  home  to  defend  us 

*  from  them.  If  we  had,  we  fhould  not  have 
'  had  fuch  fuccefs  in  the  war  abroad,  and  if  we 

*  had  been  unfuccefsful  abroad,  the  danger  of  an 

*  invafion  at  home,  would  have  become  not  only 
'  real  but  irrefiftible. 

'  If  it  be  really  neceflary  to  raife  new  regiments 

*  of  land  forces,  let  them  be  raifed  upon  the  fame 

*  footing  with  the  other  land  forces,  in  order  to 
\  replace  thofe  that  are  to  be  fent  againft  the  ene- 

'  mv. 
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*  my,  or  employed  on  board  our  fhips  of  war. 
'  Even  this  would  fave  the  publick  fome  of  that 

*  expence  I  find  calculated  In  the  eftimate,  for  the 
'  fix  new  regiments,  which  are  to  be  called  ma- 

*  rines.     But  do  not  let  us  fend  raw  and  undifci- 

*  plined  men  upon  any  expedition  againft  the  ene- 

*  my,  when  we  have  fuch  a  number  of  old  regi- 
'  ments,  that  muft  be  allowed  to  be  more  fit  for 
'  that  purpofe.     Thefe  we  ought  to  fend  abroad, 

*  even  fuppofing  that  we  were  in  immediate  dan- 

*  ger  of  being  invaded  with  a  formidable  number 
^  of  troops,  and  therefore  obliged  to  keep  fuch  a 

*  numerous  land  army  at  home  as  we  now  have  in 

*  Britain  and  Ireland  \    becaufe  by  carrying  the 

*  war  to  the  doors  of  our  enemy,  we  may  pre- 
'  vent  its  being  brought  to  our  own.  But,  as  I 
'  think  we  neither  are,  nor  can  be  in  any  fuch 
^  danger,  as  long  as  Spain  continues  alone  in  the 
'  war  againft  us,  I  cannot  think  we  have  as  yet 
*•  any  occafion  for  raifing  any  new  regiments: 
'  I  muft  think,  we  can  fpare,  out  of  thofe  we 

*  have  now  upon  the  eftablifhment,  a  fufficient 
'  number  for  our  fhips  of  war,  and  likewife  for 
'  invading  the  enemy  both  in  Europe  and  Ameri- 
'  ca  \  and  therefore  I  fhall  conclude  with  fecond- 

*  ing  the  motion,  which  my  worthy  friend  has 
^  been  pleafed  to  make.' 

Sir  William  Tonge  then  ftood  up,  and  fpoke  in 
efFed  thus. 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
*  Sir,  I  have  often  heard  that,  according  to 
'  the  old  maxim  of  our  conftitution,  the  King  is 
'  invefted  with  the  fole  power  of  making  peace 
*-  and  war  ;  but  from  the  late  condu6t  of  fome 
'  gentlemen  in  this  houfe,  I  begin  to  doubt  whe- 
'  ther  this  ought  to  be  allowed  as  a  maxim  in  our 
'  conftitution.     There  are  fome  amongft  us  who, 

^  of 
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^  of  late  years,  have  taken  upon  them  to  pre- 
'  fcribe  to  his  Majefty  not  only  when,  but  how 
'  he  is  to  make  both  peace  and  war.     In  laft  {qC- 

*  fion,  there  were  amongil:  us,  many  gentlemen 
'  who  feemed  willing  to  prefcribe  to  his  Majefty, 
'  when  he  was  to  make  war :  In  this  fefiion,  we 
'  have  already,  by  an  addrefs,  prefcribed  to  him 

*  how  he  is  to  make  peace,  and  now  it  is  propo- 

*  fed,  that,  by  another  addrefs,  we  ihould  pre- 
'  fcribe  to  him  how  he  is  to  make  war.  Our  laft  ad- 
'  drefs,  though  I  could  not  think  it  altogether  fo  de- 
^  cent,  I  did  not  oppofe,  becaufe  I  faw  no  bad  con- 
'  fequences  it  could  be  attended  with,  and  becaufe 
'  I  believed,  that  v/hat  was  thereby  recommended, 
^  was  what  his  Majefty  had  previoufly  refolved 
'  on,  as  a  rule  from  which  he  was  not  to  depart, 

*  in  any  future  treaty  of  peace  ;  and  as  I  did  not 
«  then  oppofe  it,  I  ihall  not  now  find  fault  with  it, 
'  efpecially,  fince  it  is  now  become  the  ad  of  this 
'  houfe,  by  being  unanimoufly  agreed  to;  for 
^  I  fhall  never  indulge  myfelf  in  that  liberty, 
^  which  is  too  often  taken  by  others,  of  finding 
^  fault  with  any  thing  that  has  once  had  the 
^  fandion  of  this  afiembly. 

'  But  as  to  the  addrefs  now  propofed.  Sir,  I 
'  ftiall  be  extremely  forry,  if  it  fhould  be  approved 
'  of  by  the  majority  of  this  houfe.    Let  it  be  con- 

*  fidered  in  what  light  you  will,  it  is  fuch  a  one  as 
^  I  muft  oppofe.     If  it  be  confidered  as  a  rule  to 

*  be  prefcribed  to  his  Majefty,  with  regard  to  the 
'  methods  of  carrying  on  the  war,  I  muft  look 
'  upon  it  as  difrefpedful  to  the  crown,  and  an  u~ 
'  furping  of  a  province,  which,  by  our  conftitu- 
'  tion,  does  not  belong  to  this  houfe.  And  if  it 
^  is  to  be  confidered  as  an  advice  humbly  offered 

*  to  the  crown  by  this  houfe,  I  muft  be  againft  it, 
^  becaufe  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  bad  advice, 
^  and  fuch  a  one  as  might  be  attended  with  the 
f  moft  fatal  confequences.    But,  fuppofe  it  did  not 

'  appear 
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*  appear  fo  to  me,  fuppofe  I  could  not  determine 
^  whether  the  advice  be  right  or  wrong,  yet  I 
'  fhouid  oppofe  it,  becaufe  I  fhall  always  think  it 

*  wrong  in  us,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  of 
'  this  houfe,  to  pretend  to  give  advice  in  any  cafe, 
^  where  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  be  proper  judges. 

*  We  may  judge  of  national  rights,  and  may  ad- 
'  vife  his  Majefty  not  to  agree  to  any  terms  of 

*  peace,   unlefs  thofe  rights  be  fully  eftablifhed; 

*  but,  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  judge  of  the  proper 
'  methods  for  profecuting  a  war,  or  of  the  number 
^  or  nature  of  the  troops  that  ought  to  be  employ- 
'  ed  in  that  profecution.  It  is  impofTible  for  us  to 
*■  be  competent  judges  in  this  refpedt,  without 
'  knowing  all  that  fecret  intelligence,  both  from 

*  Spain^  and  from  the  other  parts  of  Europe^  which 
'  his  Majefty,  and  thofe  chiefly  employed  by  him, 

*  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  mafters  of;  and  this,  I 

*  think,  no  gentleman  that  wifhes  well  to  his 
^  country,  would  defire  to  be  laid  before  us.  If  it 
'  were,  we  could  not  expeft  to  make  any  future 
^  advantage  of  that  intelligence,  and  much  lefs 
^  could  we  expedl  to  have  any  more  fuch  intelli- 

*  gence;  for  it  generally  comes  from  thofe,  who 
'  would  never  give  any  fuch,  if  they  thought  it 
'  could  ever  be  difcovered  from  whence  it  came; 
'  which  would  foon  be  the  cafe,  if  it  were  to  be 
'  laid  before  fuch  a  numerous  aflembly. 

*  Thus,  I  think.  Sir,  it  is  evident,  that  though 

*  the  advice  now  propofed  fhouid  even  appear  to 
"  us  to  be  right,  it  would  be  wrong  in  us  to  offer 

*  it  •,  but,  from  the  confidence  I  have  in  his  Ma- 

*  jefty's  wifdom  and  condud,  the  advice  itfelf  mufl 
^-  appear  to  me  to  be  wrong.     I  very  well  know, 

*  that  publick  oeconomy  and  frugality  are  fine  to- 

*  picks  for  gentlemen  to  harangue  upon.  Frugality 

*  in  the  management  of  publick  affairs  will  always,. 

*  I  know,  be  a  mofl  popular  pretence  for  finding 
^  fault  with,  and  traducing  the  condud  of  mini-^ 

^  fters-^ 
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*  fters;  and  I  fhall  readily  grant,  that  it  is  in  itfelf 
^  a  very  commendable  thing.  But  it  mull:  be  al- 
'  lowed,  that  it  may  be  pulhed  too  far-,  and  then 

*  it  becomes  ridiculous.    It  then  deviates  into  that 

*  contemptible  quality  called  miferlynefsi  which  in 

*  publick  as  well  as  private  life  may  prove  the  ruin 
'  of  thofe  that  are  governed  by  it.     Such  men  of- 

*  ten  allow  themfelves  to  be  deftroyed,  rather  than 
'  be  at  the  expence  of  faving  themfelves.  ^nd 
'  refer t  morho^  an  furtis,  perenmne  rapi?27S  ?  was 
'  the  refledlion  long  fmce  put  into  the  mouth  of  a 

*  mifer,  who  would  not  be  at  the  expence  of  pur- 
'  chafing  the  medicines  that  were  proper  for  re- 
'  moving  a  moft  dangerous  diftemper.  War,  I 
'  look  on  as  a  national  diftemper,  and  it  is  always 

*  a  dangerous  one.      The  proper  medicines,    are 

*  fleets  and  armies.  If  you  will  not  be  at  the  ex- 
'  pence  of  providing  thofe  medicines,  you  muft  be 
'  deftroyed;  and,  if  you  do  not  provide  a  fufficient 
'  dofe,  thofe  you  are  at  the  expence  of,  lofe  their 

*  efFecfl,  and  you  ruin  yourfelf  into  the  bargain. 

'  This,  I  take  to  be  our  prefent  difpute.     For 
^  my  own  part.  Sir,  I  do  not  pretend  to  know, 

*  what  number  or  what  fort  of  troops  may  be  ne- 
'  ceflary,  either  for  our  fafe-guard  at  home,  or  for 
'  attacking  the  enemy  abroad  •,  becaufe,  I  neither 
'  know  the  danger  we  are  in,  nor  how  our  enemies 
'  are  provided  to  repel  our  attack.  But  I  prefume^ 
^  and,  I  think,  I  ought  to  prefume,  that  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  is  well  acquainted  with  both-,  and  therefore, 
'  I  am  willing  to  fubmit  to  his  judgment,  both  as 
'  to  the  number  and  quality  of  the  troops  that  are 
'  to  be  employed,  either  for  our  fafeguard  at  home, 
'  or  for  attacking  our  enemies  abroad.     This,  T 

*  think,  is  a  fubmiftion  which  is  the  duty  of  every 

*  fubjedl ;  but  with  regard  to  the  nature  or  quality 
'  of  the  troops  to  be  fent  abroad,  or  kept  at  home, 

'  I  think  we  muft  conclude,  even  from  the  nature    * 
^  of  the  thing,  that,  if  we  are  in  danger  of  being 

*  invaded. 
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*  invaded,  our  beft  troops  ought  to  be  kept  at 
'  home  for  our  defence.  The  circumftances  of  the 
'  prefent  war,  are  very  different  from  thofe  of  the 
'  great  war  in  the  Queen's  time.     We  had  then  a 

*  numerous  and  powerful  alliance:  Our  enemies 
'  were  attacked  in  their  own  dominions,  with  as 

*  numerous  armies  as  they  could  provide  for  their 
'  defence ;  fo  that  they  could  not  fpare  an  army 
'  for  invading  us :  The  troops  we  fent  abroad, 
'  went  but  a  little  way  off  from  this  ifland,  and 

*  therefore  could  be  recalled  at  a  fhort  warning, 

*  All  thefe  circumftances  are  now  diredlly  other- 
'  wife;  and  therefore  we  cannot,  in  prudence, 
«  hold  the  fame  condud.  But,  if  our  condudl  in 
'  that  war,  or  in  any  other  war  we  were  ever  en- 

*  gaged  in,  is  to  be  a  rule  for  our  condudt  in  this, 
'  I  am  fure,  we  cannot  agree  to  the  prefent  mo- 
«  tion.  In  the  war  in  the  late  Queen's  time,  we 
'  were  fo  far  from  making  draughts  from  our  old 

*  regiments,  for  the  fervice  of  our  navy,  that  we 

*  not  only  raifed  fix  regiments  of  marines,  but  alfo 
'  fix  regiments  of  land  foldiers,  to  ferve  on  board 

*  our  fhips  of  war.  I  believe,  no  precedent  can 
'  be  fhewn  for  what  is  now  propofed :  I  am  con- 
'  vinced  no  example  can  be  found,  of  our  having 

*  ever  made  draughts  from  regular,  well-difciplined 

*  regiments,  in  order  to  employ  them  as  marines 

*  on  board  our  navy.  I  muft  beg  leave,  Sir,  to 
'  fay,  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  ridiculous  •, 
'  for,  I  cannot  but  think,  that  new-raifed  troops 
'  are  as  good  on  board  a  man  of  war,  as  well-dif- 
'  ciplined  foldiers.  In  fighting  a  fhip,  there  are 
'  no  marches  or  counter-marches:  There  is  no 
'  part  of  the  land  difcipHne  required,  but  that  of 

*  loading  and  firing  the  mufket;  ;ind  a  country 
'  fellow  from  the  plough,  may,  in  three  days,  be 

*  taught  to  do  this  as  adroitly  as  the  moft  expert 
'  foldier  in  the  army, 

*  It 
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'  It  feems  to  be  granted  of  all  fides,  Sir,  that 
the  railing  of  a  body  of  marines  is  necefTary. 
The  only  queftion  is,  whether  that  body  fhould 
be  formed  by  making  draughts  from,  and  confe- 
quently  diminifhing  our  army,  or  by  raifing  new 
corps  for  that  purpofe ;  and,  the  determination 
of  this  queftion,  muft  depend  upon  the  danger 
we  feem  to  be  in,  of  being  attacked  at  home.  I 
fhould  think  we  are  in  fome  fuch  danger,  if  it 
were  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe  his  Majefty 
feems  to  think,  that  we  ought  not  to  diminifh 
our  army  -,  but  there  are,  in  my  opinion,  feveral 
other  very  fufficient  reafons  for  thinking  fo.  I 
fliall  admit,  that  Spain  cannot  invade  us  Vv^ith 
fuch  an  army  as  would  be  fufficient  for  conquer- 
ing the  three  kingdoms;  but,  ^v^n  Spain  may 
invade  us  with  fuch  an  army  as  may  be  fufficient 
for  ftirring  up  a  civil  war  in  every  one  of  the 
three  kingdoms.  We  appear,  'tis  true,  at  prefent, 
very  much  united  amongft  ourfelves;  but,  I 
doubt  much  if  we  are  fo.  There  are  ftill  great 
numbers  of  men,  in  every  one  of  the  three  king- 
doms, difaffedted  to  his  Majefty  and  his  Family. 
This  difaffedlion,  all  fuch  of  them  as  have  any 
wifdom,  will  take  care  not  to  fhew,  till  they  have 
a  good  opportunity  :  They  will  appear  united, 
and  will  join  with  the  reft  of  their  countrymen, 
in  the  general  and  juft  out-cry  againft  the  Spaiii- 
ards ;  but,  if  even  a  fmall  body  of  Spanijh  troops 
were  landed  in  their  neighbourhood,  they  would 
foon  change  their  note :  They  would  then  take 
off  the  mafk,  and  would  join  with  that  body  in 
endeavouring  to  force  the  Pretender  upon  us. 
Thus  the  flames  of  a  civil  war  would  be  blown 
up  in  the  kingdom,  and  whilft  we  were  engaged 
in  a  civil  war  at  home,  I  believe  it  will  be  allow- 
ed, that  we  could  not  profecute  the  war  with 
vigour  abroad. 

«  I 
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'  I  muft,  upon  this  occafion,  Sir,  obferve,  thac 

*  miniflers  are  generally  treated  in  a  manner  not 
'  quite  fo  candid.  With  regard  to  dangers,  and 
'  preparations  againft  thofe  dangers,  it  is  impoffible 
'  for  them  to  gual-d  againft  thofe  who  are  willing 
'  to  find  fault  with  their  condudt.  If  impending 
'  dangers  are  prevented  from  falling  upon  the  na- 

*  tion,  by  the  preparations  our  minifters  make  a- 

*  gainft  them,  which,  I  have  good  reafon  to  be- 
'  lieve,  has  often  been  the  cafe  within  thefe  twenty 
'  years,  it  is  then  alTerted,  with  great  confidence, 
'  by  thofe  who  have  a  mind  to  find  fault,  that  no 

*  fuch  dangers  ever  exifted ;  and,  that  therefore, 
'  the  nation  was  put  to  a  needlefs  expence,  by 
'  thofe  preparations  that  were  made  for  preventing 

*  them.  On  the  other  hand,  if  any  danger  or 
'  misfortune  fhould  adtually  hll  upon  the  nation, 
'  though  proceeding  from  the  mod  fudden,  un- 
'  forefeen,  and  unexpedied  caufe,  which,  thank 
'  God !    has  not  been  our  cafe  for  thefe  twenty 

*  years,  it  would  then  be  pretended,  that  the  dan- 
'  ger  or  misfortune  might  eafily  have  been  fore- 
'  feen,  and  ouf  minifters  would  be  blamed  for  not 

*  having  forefeen  and  provided  againft  it,     In  our 

*  prefent  cafe,  the  dangers  of  this  war  may  blow 

*  over,  we  may  at  laft  force  Spain  to  agree  to  rea- 
'  fonable  terms,    without  being  in"v^aded  by  that 

_    '  power,  or  attack'd  by  any  other  power  in  Eu- 

'  rope-y  and,  if  this  ftiould  be  our  good  fortune, 

'  as  I  hope  it  will,  I  fhall  expedl  to  hear  warm 

'  harangues  againft  the  needlefs  expence  the  nation 

'  was    put   to   during   the   war,    by   maintaining 

*  greater  armies  and  fquadrons  than  were  necefTary 
'  in  a  v^^ar  againft  Spain,  But,  I  ftiall  never  allow 
'  fuch  harangues  to  have  any  effed  upon  me.  I 
'  believe,  we  are  now  in  no  great  danger  of  being 

*  invaded  by  Spain.     I  hope,  we  are  in  lio  great 

*  danger  of  being  attack'd,  during  this  wat,  by 

*  any  other  power  in  Europe-,   but,   I  am  fully 

'  convinced. 
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'  convinced,    that   this   happy    fecurity    proceeds 

'  from  the  preparations  we  have  made,  and  the 

'  meafures  we  have  taken.     At  the  beginning  of 

'  the  rupture,  Spain  feemed  to  have  fome  view  of 

'  invading  us.     This  we  muft  fuppofe,  from  their 

«  having  marched    fo  many  of  their  troops  into 

'  Gallicia,  which  is  the  province  that  lies  next  to 

^  and  moft  convenient  for  invading  Britain,    or 

«  Ireland.      By  the  preparations  we   have  made, 

'  they  now  fee,  they  cannot  carry  their  defign  into 

'  execution ;  but,  if  we  fhould  diminifh  our  army, 

'  by  fending  a  great  number  of  our  troops  to  ferve 

*  on  board  our  men  of  war,  or  to  attack  the  Spa'- 
'  jti/h  dominions  either  in  Europe  or  America^  they 
'  would  certainly  refume  their  firft  defign,  and 
'  might  land  fuch  a  body  of  troops,  as,  with  the 
'  conjundlion  of  the  difafFeded  at  home,    might 

*  ftir  up  a  dangerous  conflidl  in  the  very  bowels  of 
'  our  own  dominions ;  and  in  that  cafe,  I  do  not 
'  know  but  that  thofe  very  gentlemen  who  are 

*  now  for  fending  our  troops  out,  would  reflecft 
'  upon  our  minifters,  for  having  advifed  his  Ma- 
'  jefty  to  comply  with  their  requeft.  They  would 
^  then  of  courfe  fay,  that  our  minifters  ought  to 
^  have  known  better  than  they,  and  that  they 
^  ought  to  have  informed  them  of  the  danger,  in 

*  which  cafe  they  would  not  have  made  fuch  a 

*  requeft. 

'  This,  Sir,  might  be  the  confequence  of  our 

*  diminifhing  our  army,  with  regard  to  Spain ;  but 
'  there  is  another  danger  we  lie  expofed  to,  and 
^  which  we  ought  to  guard  againft.  Spain  is  as 
'  yet  alone  in  the  war  againft  us,  and  while  ftie 
'  continues  fo,  I  hope,  we  may  with  reafon  flatter 

*  ourfelves,  that  ftie  will  find  herfelf  very  unequal- 

*  ly  matched  •,  but,  there  are  other  powers  in  Eu- 

*  rope  who  would  be  glad  to  fee  this  nation  hum«- 
'  bled,  and  confequently  would  be  glad  of  an  op- 

*  portunity  for  bringing  it  about,      if  we  fliould 

V<3L.  XVIII.  H  h  '  leava 
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leave  ourfelves  defencelefs  at  home,  it  might  en- 
courage them  to  join  with  Spain  againtt  us ;  for, 
the  firfl  effed  of  that  confederacy  would  certainly 
be,  an  attempt  to  invade  this  kingdom.  For 
this  reafon,  we  ought  to  be  fo  much  upon  our 
guard,  as  to  be  prepared  againft  all  poiTible  e- 
vents.  Nay,  I  do  not  know,  but  that  the  pre- 
parations we  have  made,  and  the  other  wife 
meafures  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  take, 
are  the  chief  caufe  of  Spain's  being  yet  alone  in 
the  war  againft  us. 

'  From  thefe  confiderations.  Sir,  I  muft  be  of 
'  opinion,  that  this  motion  really  is,  humbly  to 
'  defire  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to 

•  leave  his  kingdoms  defencelefs,  and  our  prefent 

•  happy  eftablifhment  again  expofed  to  the  doubt- 

•  ful  chance  of  a  civil  war.  It  has  been  once  al- 
'  ready  expofed  to  this  chance  •,  and,  we  muft  ftill 

•  refled  with  terror,  that  the  fcales  were  pretty 
'  near  equal,  though  the  difafFeded  had  then  no 
'  foreign  afliftance,  nor  were  fo  much  as  counte- 
'  nanced  by  any  potentate  in  Europe.  God  knows 
'  what  might  be  the  confequence,  if  a  body  of  fo- 
V  reign  veterans  were  thrown  into  the  rebel  fcale, 
'  and  the  rebels  countenanced  and  fupported  by 
'  one  at  leaft,  perhaps  by  two  of  the  moft  formi- 
'  dable  potentates  in  Europe.  I  am  far  from  think- 
'  ing,    Sir,    that  the   honourable   gentleman  who 

•  made,  or  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fecond- 
'  ed  this  motion,  had  any  bad  intention,  or  that 
'  they  viewed  their  motion  in  the  light  I  do;  but 
'  as  I  view  it  in  the  light  I  have  mentioned,  I 

•  muft  think  it  would,  in  me,  be  contrary  to  my 
'  allegiance  to  agree  to  it.' 

The  next  fpeech  we  fhall  give,  was  that  made 
by  George  Lyttleton^  Efq;  who  fpoke  upon  this 
occafton  in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz, 

*  Mr, 
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'  Mr.  Speaker, 
'  Sir,  I  hope  I  need  make  no  prnfelTions  of  my  ^^^  ^y^'f' 
^  attachment  to  the  King  and  his  ramiiy.      1  he 
^  honour  and  duty  I  owe  to  their  perfons  (though 

*  no  man  living  has  more)  are  yet  the  leaft  and 
^  weakeft  bonds  to  confirm  that  attachment.  It  is 
'  the  conftitution  of  my  country,  which  they  came 
'  to  preferve,  that  ties  rny  allegiance  to  them,  for 
^  the  fake  of  the  whole.     This,  Sir,  is  my  princi- 

*  pie;  and  upon  this,  I  hope,  I  may  found  as  high 
^  pretenfions  to  zeal  for  their  fervice  and  glory, 
'  and  for  the  fupport  of  his  Majefly's  governm.ent 
'  againft  all  his  open  and  fecret  enemies,  and  be 

'j^  believed  as  fincere  and  warm  in  them,  as  ar^y 
'  gentleman  here.  And  therefore,  if  I  could  think, 
'  that  my  compliance  with  the  motion  made  by 

*  my  worthy  friend,  could  poffibly  affedl  the  fecu- 

*  rity  of  his  Majefty's  crown,  by  leaving  him  with- 

*  out  a  proper  defence,   the  honourable  gentleman 
6*i  himfelf  could  not  be  more  averfe  to  it  than  I. 

'  But  fure.  Sir,  out  of  an  army  of  twenty  eight  or 

*  twenty  nine  thoufand  men,  draughts  might  be 
•*f',made   for  pur  fea- fervice,    without  leaving  the 

'  kingdom  defencelefs.  Sure,  there  would  remain 
^  difciplined  troops  enough  to  fecure  us  till  recruits 
'  could  be  raifed.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
^  thinks  not,  it  is  the  worft  compliment  that  ever 
^  was  made  to  the  army. 

'  No   man   can   be  more  zealous  than  I,    for 

*  ftrengthening  his  Majefty's  hands  as  much  as  is 
'  poiTible;  but,  upon  the  fame  principle  from 
'  which  I  declare  for  fupporting  the  war,  from  the 
'  fame  principle  from  which  I  (hall  agree  to  the 

*  number  of  men  afk'd  by  his  miiiifters,  I  arn  for 
'  railing  them  in  the  manner  that  has  been  pro- 
'  pofed  by  this  motion.  We  may  play  with  words 

*  as  we  pleafe,  but  this  and  marines  that  are  to  be 

*  raifed,  are  no  more  marines  than  every  regiment 
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of  foot  in  the  kingdom :  The  only  diiFerence  is? 
that  the  new-raifed  men  will  have  all  their  bufi- 
nefs  to  learn,  whereas,  the  others  have  learn'd 
half  of  it,  and  are  ready  at  hand;  the  laft  are 
foldiers  though  not  fallors,    but  the  others  are 
neither  foldiers  nor  failors,  and  to  make  them 
either,  will  take  up  a  great  deal  of  time ;  fo  that 
if  there  is  any  fervice  to  be  done  by  them,  it  Is 
very  evident  which  we  fhould  chufe.     If  you 
had  a  journey  to  make,  and  fix  good  horfes  well 
in  the  ftable,  would  you  flay  to  buy  and  break 
fix  new  ones  before  you  fet  out  ? 
'  But  to  talk  of  this  thing  upon  the  foot  of  the 
expence  of  it  alone;  as  the  nation  gives  where- 
ever  it  ought,  this  miniflry  fhould  fave  wherever 
they  can.     We  are  mofl  willing  to  furnifh  his 
'  Majefty  with  all  the  money  his  fervice  requires; 

*  but  certainly,  Sir,  we  have  not  miore  than  we 
'  want,  and  therefore  good  oeconomy,  though  it 

*  be  at  ail  times  a  neceffary  virtue,  is  more  indif- 
'  penfably  fo  now,  when  our  expences  mufl  be  fo 
'  great,  and  when  we  may  feel  the  lofs  of  every 
'  fhilling  that  we  throw  idly  away,  in  fome  effen- 
'  tial  fervice  that  may  fuifer  for  want  of  it.  Sir, 
'  God  forbid  that  in  a  war  like  the  prefent,  which 
'  our  minlflers  did  not  enter  into  lightly  or  wan- 
'  tonly,  but  in  mere  conformity  to  the  known  fen- 

*  timents  and  defires  of  the  nation,   God  forbid 

*  that,    if  any    finifter  accident,    any  misfortune 

*  fhould  happen,  they  fhould  be  charged  with  it, 
'  or  be  to  anfwer  for  any  event  which,  it  fhall  ap- 
'  pear,  they  could  not  command ;  but,  what  they 
'  are  jullly  refponfible  for  is,  that  the  publlck  mo- 
'  ney  fhould  not  be  fquandered;  and,  if  in  any 

*  particular  it  be  found,  that  they  have  failed  In 
'  this  part  of  their  duty,  that  they  have  not  ad- 
'  vifed  his  Majefty  with  a  due  regard  to  this  prin- 
'  ciple,  then  fhould  this  great  council  interpofe, 
'  and  give  fuch  advice,  as  they  owe  to  their  King 

'  and 
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'  and  country  in  this  important  conjundure;  and, 

*  in  this  light,  I  fee  the  motion  made  by  my  ho- 
'  nourable  friend. 

'  But,  it  is  not  only  the  expence,  prefent  or  fu- 
'  ture,  the  needlefs  pay  of  fo  many  officers,  their 
'  half-pay  hereafter,  pay-mafter,  deputies,  and  all 
'  the  reft  of  that  equipage,  it  is  not  only  this 
'  which  we  have  to  confider :  There  is  another 
'  point  before  us  of  ftill  greater  importance.  What, 
'  Sir,  at  a  time  when  the  whole  nation  is  fo  ftrong- 
'  ly  alarmed  at  the  Influence  attending  fo  many 
'  places,  civil  and  military,  without  any  colour  of 
'  neceflity,  againft  all  rules  of  osconomy,  wantonly 
'  to  add  to  that  Influence,  to  create  new  places,  new 
'  dependences !  How  will  this  be  thought  of,  how 
'  will  this  appear  to  the  world  ?  Vv^on't  it  look  like 
'  taking  advantage,  an  unfair.  Indecent  advantage, 
'  of  the  generous  confidence  placed  In  his  Majefty 
^  by  his  people  and  Parliament,  upon  all  demands 
^  made  by  him  for  the  fupport  of  this  war,  to  en- 
'  creafe  that  power  in  the  crown,  from  the  growth 
^  of  which  they  dread  fo  many  mifchlefs  .^ 

'  Sir,  not  for  the  prefent  only,  but  for  all  our 
'  future  deliberations  concerning  fupplies,  there  is 
'  one  caution  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  this 
'  houfe,  and  that  is,  always  to  have  it  in  our 
^  thoughts,  that  to  a  free  conftltution  of  govern- 
'  menr,  there  is  no  feafon  fo  dangerous,  as  the 
'  time  of  a  popular  war*,  for,  it  has  been  in  the 
'  heat  of  fuch  wars,  that  almofl:  all  free  ftates,  an- 

•  clent  and  modern,  have  been  induced  to  make 
'  concefBons,  wink  at  incroachments,  and  eftablifh 
'  precedents,  that  have  ended  afterwards  in  the 
'  entire  lofs  of  their  liberties.  Sir,  I  hope  the  very 
'  reverfe  will  happen  here,  and  that  v/e  fhall,  at 
'  the  fame  time,  attend  to  the  recovery  of  fuch  of 
'  our  rights  as  have  been  Invaded  abroad,  and  to 
'  the  fecuring  of  fuch  as  may  have  been  weakened 
^  at  home.    I  think  it  is  the  defign  of  this  motion, 
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*  to  prevent  our  being  in  danger,  from  the  further 

*  increafe  of  influence,  of  their  being  weakened 
'  yet  more. 

'  As  to  the  practice  of  former  times,  it  muft  be 

*  confidered,    that  we  never  had  any  thing  like 

*  fuch  an  army  at  home  in  thefe  kingdoms  before, 
'  and  therefore  large  draughts  out  of  the  forces 
'  here,  could  net  have  been  made  then,  fo  fafely 
'  as  now  •,  the  remainder  would  not  have  been  a 

*  fufficient  guard  to  us  till  recruits  could  be  raifed : 
'  But,  I  apprehend,  Vv^e  may  make  fuch  draughts 

*  in  full  fecurity  now ;  and  this,  I  think  a  fufficient 
'  anfwer  to  what  was  faid  by  the  honourable  gen- 
'  tleman  who  fpoke  laft.  Sir,  I  fhall  trouble  you 
'  no  farther  now,  but  heartily  concur  with  this 
'  motion.' 

Henry  Fo'^,  Efq-,  fpoke  next  to  the  following 
effect,  viz, 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
Mr.  F-y^        «  Sir,  It  is  a  general  obfervation  in  all  debates, 

*  that  thofe  who  fpeak  upon  the  right  fide  of  the 

*  queftion,  are  generally  the  moft  moderate  and 

*  cool  in  the  argument,  and  this,  I  think,  was 
'  never  more  apparent,  than  in  the  prefent  debate. 
'  When  I  firft  heard  the  motion,  I  thought  it  was 

*  a  motion  that  could  not  poiTibly  occafion  any 
'  heat  or  animofity  amongft  us-,  but  in  this  refpedl 
'  I  find  myfelf  difappointed,   as  I  have  often  been 

*  upon  the  like  occafions  •,  for  fome  of  thofe  that 

*  have  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  motion,  have  been 
^  pleafed,  I  think  mofi:  unnecefTarily,  to  make  ufe 
^  of  fomiC  very  warm  expreffions.  As  the  prefent 
'  queftion  can,  in  no  light,  be  confidered  any  other 
^  way  than  as  a  difpute  about  the  moil  proper 
f  method  for  raifmg  or  forming  a  body  of  marines, 
^  I  can  fee  no  reafon  gentlemen  have  for  running 
f  thernfelves  into  a  heat  upon  the  fubjedt,  or  for 

'  making;^ 
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'  making  ufe  of  any  warm  reflexions  againft  thofe, 

'  who  differ  from  them  in  opinion ;  and  I  am  fure, 

'  if  gentlemen  would   keep  clofe  to  the  fubjecfl, 

*  and  take  care  to  make  no  excurfions  into  matters 

*  that  have  no  relation  to  it,  the  debate  would  be 

*  foon  exhaufted ;  becaufe  I  muft  think  it  a  debate 
'  quite  foreign  to  any  thing  that  can  properly  come 

*  this  day  before  us. 

*  No  gentleman,  I  find,  Sir,  has  queflioned  its 
'  being  necefTary  for  us  to  raife  or  form  a  body  of 
'  marines.  If  this  had  been  the  queflion,  we  might 
'  have  taken  it  into  confederation,  even  before  we 

*  had  read  or  confidered  any  of  the  estimates  for 

*  the  enfuing  year;  but  the  prefent  debate,  I  mufl 
'  look  upon  as  anticipating  the  confideration  of  the 
'  estimates  laid  before  us  for  the  fervice  of  the  en- 
'  fuing  year,  before  they  have  been  read,  I  believe, 
'  by  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe  *,  for  if  a  body  of 
'  marines  is  to  be  formed,  it  mufl  be  formed  either 

*  by  raifing  new  corps  for  that  purpofe,  or  by  em- 
'  ploying  fome  of  the  regiments  we  have  already  on 
'  foot  in  that  fervice.     If  you  chufe  the  latter  me- 

*  thod,  you  diminifh  the  number  of  land  forces  that 
'  are  to  be  kept  up  for  the  enfuing  year ;  and  is  not 

*  this,  therefore,  debating  the  queflion  about  the 

*  number  of  land  forces  necefTary  to  be  kept  up  for 
'  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  before  you  have 
'  fo  much  as  read  the  eflimate  of  the  charge  of  the 

*  guards,  garifons,  and  other  his  Majefhy's  land 
'  forces,  for  the  year  1 740,  which  was  but  yefler- 

*  day  laid  before  you  ?  Some  gentlemen,   who  are 

*  more  diligent  than  I,  may  perhaps  already  have 
^  cafl  their  eye  upon  this  eftimate,  but  I  muft  con- 

*  fefs,  that  I  have  not  fo  much  as  look'd  at  it; 
'  and  confidering  its  being  fo  lately  laid  before  us, 
'  and  that  there  was  no  probability  of  its  coming 
'  under  our  confideration  before  to-morrow,  I  can- 
^  not,  in  this  refped,  accufe  myfelf  of  any  negled 

*  of  duty.    But  whatever  may  be  in  this,  whether 
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'  I  be  gailty  of  a  negle6t  or  no,  as  I  have  not  feen 

*  the  eftimate,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  deter- 

*  mine,  whether  the  addrefs  propofed  be  proper 
'  or  not,  and  therefore  I  cannot  at  prefent  agree  to 

It. 

'  This,  Sir,  muft  with  me  be  a  prevailing  reafon 
'  for  being  now  againft  the  motion,  and  ought,  I 
'  think,  to  be  fo  with  every  gentleman  that  is  in 
^  the  fame  circumftances  v/ith  me,  whatever  they 
'  may  be  hereafter;  but  there  is  another  reafon,  a 
^  reafon  arifmg  from  our  ufual  form  of  proceed - 
'  ings,  that  makes  miC  againft  the  motion  at  pre- 
'  fent.  I  think  it  was  wrong  to  introduce  fuch  a 
'  motion,  and  it  would  be  more  wrong  to  enter 
'  into  the  merits  of  it,  whihl  we  are  in  a  houfe.  ' 
'  As  it  is  a  motion  that  relates  to  the  number  of 
'  troops  to  be  kept  up  for  the  enfuing  year,  it  is 

*  proper  only  for  a  committee,   where  gentlemen 

*  have  leave  to  fpeak  feveral  tim.es  upon  the  fam.e 
*'  queftion,  and  may  rife  up,  as  often  as  occafion 
'  requires,  to  explain  fadls,  and  anfwer  arguments 
'  or  objedlions,  that  can,  perhaps,  be  explained  and 
'  anfwered  by  none  but  themfelves.      I  have  not, 

*  indeed,  heard  any  arguments  made  ufe  of  in  fa- 
'  vour  of  the  queftion,  but  fuch  as,  I  think,  may 
'  be   eafily   anfwered   by   any    gentleman   in   the 

*  houfe;  but  others  may  be  of  a  different  opinion, 
'  and  one  gentleman  has  already  fpoke  againft  the 

*  motion,  who,  could  he  be  allov/ed  to  fpeak  a- 

*  gain,  as  he  would  be  if  we  were  in  a  committee, 
'  would,  I  am  certain,  be  able  to  anfwer  every 
'  argument  in  favour  of  the  motion,  to  the  con- 
<  vidlion  of  moft  gentlemxcn  prefent  *. 

'  Whether  out  of  twenty  eight  or  twenty  nine 
^  thoufand  men,  a  fufficient  number  may  be  fpared 

*  for  fea  fervice,  without  leaving  the  kingdom  de- 

*  It  is  a  rule  in  Parliament,  that,  unlcfs  they  have  rcfoKed  themfelves 
into  a  comiKittce,  no  gentleman  /hall  be  allowed  to  fpeak  above  once  in  acy 
one  debate^ 

'  fencelefsj 
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'  fencelefs,  Is  a  queftlon,  Sir,  which,  I  think,  we 
'  cannot  enter  into  at  prefent.     The  eftimates  are, 

*  'tis  true,  before  us,  but  as  I  have  not,  and,  I 
'  believe,  few  gentlemen  have,  look'd  into  them, 
'  I  do  not  know  what  number  of  land  forces  we 
'  have  on  foot,  nor  do  I  know  what  number  his 
'  Majefty  thinks  neceffary  for  the  fervice  of  the 
'  enfuing  year.  From  what  I  have  heard,  I  be- 
'  lieve,  his  Majefty  has  augmented  his  land  forces: 

*  I  think  it  was  necefleray  he  fhould ;  and  when  I 

*  look  into  the  eftimates,  if  it  from  thence  appears, 

*  that  his  Majefty  thinks  twenty  eight  or  twenty 
'  nine  thoufand  land  forces  necefTary  for  the  fecu- 
'  rity  of  Great  Britain^  during  this  next  year,  I 

*  am  not  afhamed  to  fay,  it  will  be  a  ftrong  argu- 
'  ment  with  me  for  thinking  {o  too ;  becaufe  his 

*  Majefty  muft  know  our  danger  better  than  I  can. 
'  And  if  we  ought,  for  the  fake  of  our  own  fecu- 
'  rity,  to  keep  fuch  a  number  of  land  forces  here 
'  at   home,    what  fignifies   the   prefent  motion? 

*  What  would  it  ftgnify  to  prefent  the  addrefs 
'  thereby  propofed  ?  If  the  body  of  marines,  al- 
<  lowed  to  be  necefTary  by  every  gentleman  that 
'  has  fpoke  in  this  debate,  fhould  be  formed  from 
'  draughts  made  out  of  the  regiments  of  land  forces 

*  we  have  now  on  foot,  thofe  draughts  muft,  even 

*  according  to  the  motion,  be  immediately  replaced 
'  by  raifing  recruits.  What  then  can  it  fignify,  whe- 

*  ther  thofe  recruits  be  raifed  for  marching  regi- 
'  ments,  or  for  marines  .'^  As  mankind  are  fond 

*  of  every  thing  that's  new,  and  as  common  it\- 
'  lows  will  be  readier  to  enter  into  the  fea  than 
'  the  land  fervice,  I  believe,  the  necefTary  num- 
'  ber  of  recruits  will  be  more  eafily  and  quickly 
'  raifed,  when  they  are  all  or  moft  of  them  to  be 

*  lifted  for  the  fea  fervice,  than  if  they  were  all  or 
'  moft  of  them  to  be  lifted  for  land  fervice ;  and 

*  as  the  war  is  already  declared,  I  think  the  moft 

*  fpeedy  way  the  beft,  efpecially  as  it  will  be  the 

'  cheapeftj 
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cheapeft  ^  for  the  more  ready  men  are  to  en- 
gage in  the  fervice,  the  lefs  we  fhall  have  occa- 
fion  to  give  by  way  of  inlifting  money. 
*  For  my  part.  Sir,  I  do  not  really  well 
know  what  the  honourable  gentlemen  mean 
by  draughts  from  the  prefent  regiments  of 
foot.  I  hope  they  would  not  have  the  offi- 
cers drawn  away  from  our  marching  regi- 
ments. If  you  do,  you  muft  immediately  ap- 
point others  in  their  {lead.  For,  I  hope,  it 
will  be  allowed,  that  every  regim.ent  of  land 
forces  mufi:  have  its  full  complement  of  officers  ; 
and  if  you  are  refolved  to  make  your  marines 
what  marines  ought  to  be :  I  mean,  if  you  are 
refolved  to  make  them  fit  for  land  fervice,  as 
well  as  fea  fervice,  you  muiFfc  form  them  into 
regiments,  and  in  that  cafe  each  regiment  of 
marines  muft  have  its  full  complement  of  offi- 
cers, the  fame  as  if  it  were  defigned  for  a 
marching  regiment  to  ferve  at  land  only. 
'  Thus  it  appears.  Sir,  that  with  regard  to  the 
expence,  it  is  the  fame  thing,  whether  the  body 
of  marines  propofed,  be  formed  by  draughts 
from  our  foot  regiments,  or  by  railing  new  re- 
giments for  that  purpofe  ;  and  as  to  the  fervice, 
his  Majefty  is  certainly  the  beft  judge  of  the 
moft  proper  method  for  forming  the  body  of 
marines,  becaufe  it  muft  depend  upon  the  fer- 
vice in  which  they  are  to  be  employed.  If  our 
marines  are  to  be  employed  at  fea  only,  in  order 
to  make  up  the  complements  of  our  men  of 
war,  and  to  leave  feamen  for  the  merchant  fer- 
vice, new-raifed  men  are  every  bit  as  proper  as 
old  foldiers:  Nay,  they  are  rather  better,  be- 
caufe they  will  generally  confift  of  younger 
men ;  and  in  this  cafe,  I  fhall  grant,  there 
would  be  no  occafion  for  fo  many  officers.  But 
if  our  marines  are  to  be  employed  likewife  upon 
land,  and  to  be  fent  upon  any  expedition  againft 

^  the 
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^  the  enemy,  they  muft  be  regimented  as  other 
'  land  forces  are  -,  and  in  this  cafe  I  make  no 
'  queftion,    but   that   his   Majefty   will,    without 

*  any  addrefs  from  us,    order  the  regiments  of 

*  marines  to  be  formed  partly  by  draughts  of 
'  private  men  from  old  regiments,  and  partly  by 
'  new  recruits  ;   in  which  cafe,   they  will,   with 

*  refpe(5l  to  fervice,  be  upon  the  fame  footing 
'  with  our  old  regiments  ;  for  every  regiment  of 

*  foot  now  in  the  fervice,  muft  necefTarily,  by 
'  the  late  augmentation,  have  a  great  number  of 

*  raw,  undifciplined  men  in  it. 

'  For  this  reafon,  Sir,  I  muft  think,  that  the 

*  only  queftion  now  before  us  is.    Whether  the 

*  number  of  land  forces,  propofed  by  the  eftimate 
'  now  upon  our  table,  be  the  leaft  number  that 
'  ought  to  be  kept  up  for  the  defence  of  this 
'  kingdom  ;  and  as  this  queftion  was  never,  I  be- 
'  lieve,  canvafted,  but  in  the  committee  of  fup- 
'  ply,  I  cannot  think  it  proper  for  our  prefent 
'  confideration, 

'  Gentlemen,  I  find.  Sir,  are  mighty  apt  to  find 
^  fault  with  the  number  of  our  officers  -,  and  I  do 

*  not  in  the  leaft  wonder  at  it :  The  expence  and 
'  danger  of  fuch,  are  popular  topicks  that  will, 
'  I  believe,  be  made  ufe  of  againft  every  future, 

*  as  well  as  they  have  been  againft  every  paft  ad- 

*  miniftration.  Some  of  thofe,  who  now  infift 
'  upon  thefe  topicks,  may  remember  their  having 
^  been  made  ufe  of  againft  themfelves ;  but,  I  am 
'  fure,  no  gentleman  will  fay,  that  an  army  can  be 
'  kept  up  without  ofHcers :  1  believe  it  will  be 
'  generally  allowed,  that  the  more  ofHcers  ther©, 
'  are  in  an  army,  the  better  it  will  always  be, 
'  The  French  have  a  greater  number  of  officers  in 
'  proportion   than  we  have,    and   it  is  this  that 

*  makes  their  armies  fo  formidable  -,  for  their 
'  common  men  are  rather  worfe  than  thofe  of 
^  any  of  their  neighbours.     It  is  their  great  num- 

2  *  ber 
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ber  of  officers  that  has  generally  made  their 
troops  fuperior  to  the  Germans  -,  and  as  the 
French  nation  has  always  been  our  moft  formida- 
ble enemy,  we  ought  to  take  care  to  render  our 
troops,  at  leaft,  as  good  as  theirs  :  If  we  can 
fall  upon  any  method  to  render  them  better,  we 
ought  to  make  ufe  of  it ;  becaufe  our  troops  are 
not  near  fo  numerous. 

'  We  have,  'tis  true.  Sir,  and  muft  have  a 
great  number  of  officers,  as  long  as  we  keep  up 
either  fleet  or  army  ;  but  I  do  not  know,  that 
the  nation  is  alarmed  at  the  influence  attending 
fo  many  places  civil  and  military.  I  know, 
great  pains  have  been  taken  to  raife  fuch  an 
alarm  *,  but,  I  hope,  without  any  effedl  *,  for 
government  cannot  be  fupported  without  places 
civil  and  military,  and  the  number  of  them 
muft  always  bear  a  proportion  to  the  largenefs 
of  the  fociety  to  which  they  belong,  and  the 
ufe  that  fociety  may  have  for  them.  Without 
a  proper  rlumber  of  officers  in  a  fociety,  difor- 
der  and  confuflon  muft  enfue  •,  and  therefore, 
I  cannot  think  it  right  to  endeavour  to  alarm 
the  people  of  a  fociety  with  the  number  of  offi- 
cers civil  and  military,  unlefs  there  were  really 
a  great  number  more  than  were  neceflary  for 
fupporting  order  and  preventing  confuflon, 
which,  I  am  fure,  is  not  the  cafe  of  this  nation 
at  prefent.  In  war  we  muft  have  more  than 
we  can  have  occaflon  for  in  peace  ;  therefore  I 
am  furprized  to  hear  thofe,  who  were  fo  fan- 
guine  for  a  war,  pretending  to  be  alarmed  at 
the  influence  of  fuch  a  number  of  officers. 
They  could  not  but  forefee,  that  in  time  of 
war,  we  muft  increafe  both  our  fleets  and  ar- 
mies ;  and  an  increafe  in  our  fleets  and  armies, 
muft  always  produce  an  increafe  in  the  number 
of  our  officers,  both  civil  and  military. 


*  But 
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*  But  this,  Sir,  is  departing  from  the  queftion 

*  in  hand.  If  we  are  to  have  a  body  of  marines, 
'  we  muft  have  a  proper  number  of  officers  for 

*  commanding  that  body  -,  and  as  no  gentleman 

*  denies  our  being  under  a  neceffity  to  eftablifh 

*  a  body  of  marines,  no  gentleman  can  doubt  of 
*^  our  being  under  an  equal  neceffity  to  appoint 
'  a  fufficient  number  of  officers  for  commanding 
^  them.  The  only  queftion  now  before  us  is,  Whe- 
'  ther  we  (hall  diminifh  the  number  of  our  land 

*  forces,  by  drawing  from  thence  a  body  of  ma- 

*  rines ;  and  this  being  a  queftion  not  yet  ripe  for 
'  our  confideration,  nor  proper  whilit  we  are  in  a 
^  houfe,  as  I  have  already  iliewn,  I  cannot  agree 
"  to  it.' 

The  next  that  fpoke  in  this  debate  was  Jofefh 
Danvers^  Efq;  whofe  fpeech  was  in  fubftance 
thus : 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
'  Sir,  I  am  glad  to  find,  that  every  gentleman,  Wr.  Dan- 
^  who  has  fpoke  in  this  debate,  feems  convinced  '^^''*'*  ^^^^^' 
'  of  the  neceffity  of  our  raifing  a  body  of  ma- 

*  rines.  They  are,  in  my  opinion,  Sir,  fo  neceffiary, 

*  that  I  ffiall  be  not  only  for  railing,  but  keeping 
'  them.  After  they  are  once  properly  difciplined, 
'  they  will  do  as  well  at  land,  as  any  of  the  regi- 
'  ments  we  have  now  on  foot,  and  always  when 
'  we  ftand  in  need  of  it,  they  will  be  of  great 
'  fervice  at  fea.     I  have  had  the  honour.  Sir,  to 

*  ferve  my  country  at  fea.  It  is  now,  indeed,  a 
'  long  while  ago,  almoft  five  and  thirty  years  \ 
'  but  I  have  not  quite  forgot  what  I  then  ob- 
'  ferved  ;  and  as  I  have  been  at  fea,  and  have 
'  feen  marines  on  fhip- board,  I  know  better  what 
'  ufe  they  may  be  of,  than  thofe  who  never  were 
^  in  that  fervice.  Sir,  there  are  many  fervices  on 
^  board  a  man  of  war,  v/hich  marines  in  a  very 

'  ffiort 
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^  fliort  fime  become  as  fit  for,   as  the  beft  and 

'  moil  thorough-bred  feamen.     They  cannot,  in- 

•'  deed,  go  aloft,  but  they  can  foon  learn  to  ma- 

*  nage  the  guns,  hawl  in  the  anchors,  and,  in 
'  fhort,    every   other  fervice  that  is  to   be  per- 

*  formed  upon  deck,  or  any  where  between 
'  decks. 

*  It  is  true,  Sir,  that  even  for  thefe  fervices, 
'  men  muft  have  fome  experience :  They  muft  be 
'  for  a  few  days,  or  perhaps  for  a  few  weeks,  at 
'  fea,  in  order  to  feafon  them  to  that  climate,  to 

*  learn  to  ftand  upon  their  legs,  and  to  make 
'  themfelves  acquainted  with  the  feveral  fervices, 
'  that  are  to  be  performed  upon  deck,  or  between 

*  decks.     A  foldier,  therefore,  let  him  have  been 

*  trained  to  military  difcipline  as  long  as  you  will, 
'  is  as  unfit  for  being  a  marine,  as  any  fellow  juft 

*  taken  from  the  plough,  or  as  the  mereft  vaga- 

*  bond  that  can  be  picked  up  in  the  ftreets.     Sir, 

*  a  foldier  and  a  marine  are,  I  may  fay,  quite  dif- 
'  ferent  creatures:    They  are  as  different  as  an 

*  otter  and  a  fox.     Why  then  fhould  you  dimi- 

*  nifh  the  number  of  your  difciplined  foldiers,  for 

*  the  fake  of  forming  a  body  of  marines,  when 

*  new-raifed  men  are  every  whit  as  fit  for  the 

*  fervice.^  As  we  have  now  had  a  long  tra6t  of 

*  peaceable  times,  there  mud  be  in  every  city  and 

*  town,  and  in  every  corner  of  the  country,  a 
'  great  number  of  idle  fellows,  who  are  not  only 

*  a  burden,  but  very  troublefome  and  dangerous 
'  to  the  country  where  they  at  pre  fen  t  refide.     It 

*  will  be  a  publick  benefit  to  make  the  country 

*  rid  of  them,  and  they  may  be  ufefully  employ- 

*  ed  as  marines  on  board  our  men  of  war.     It 

*  would  therefore,   in  my  opinion,   be  a  double 

*  prejudice  to  the  country,    to  form  a  body  of 

*  marines  by  making  draughts  out  of  our  foot  re- 

*  giments  ;  becaufe  it  would  be  drawing  away 
'  from  us  thofe  men  who,  in  cafe  of  an  invafion, 

,'  would 
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^  would  be  of  great  fervice  to  their  country,  and 

*  leaving  at  home  thofe,  who  are  at  prefent  a  bur- 

*  den,  and  who,   in  cafe  of  an  invafion,   would 

*  be  very  apt  to  join  the  enemies  of  their  coun- 
'  try. 

'  I  fhall  grant.  Sir,  that  the  regular  troops  we 
^  have  now  on  foot,  would  be  better  for  imme- 

*  diate  land  fervice,  than  a  body  of  marines 
'  wholly  compofed  of  new-raifed  men ;  but  un- 
'  lefs  we  fhould  be  invaded  at  home,  I  can  fee  no 

*  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  we  fhall  have  immediate 
«  ufe  for  either.     We  are  not,  I  hope,  to  make 

*  any  attack  upon  the  Spaniards  at  land  in  any 

*  part  of  Europe  ;  and  if  we  fhould  refolve  to  at- 

*  tack  them  at  land  in  America^  we  cannot  pro- 

*  pofe  to  fend  out  a  fleet  with  land  forces  on 

*  board  for  that  purpofe,  till  towards  the  end  of 

*  next  fummer,  becaufe  the  heats  in  that  part  of 

*  the  world  are  fo  exceflive  in  the  fummer  time, 
'  that  our  troops  would  probably  fufFer  more  by 
'  them   than   they  could   fufFer   by  the   enemy. 

*  Confidering  the  humour  that  at  prefent  prevails 

*  in  the  nation,  we  may,  I  hope,  be  able  to  com- 

*  pleat  the  body  of  marines  propofed,  by  new 
'  levies,  in  a  month  or  two  -,  and  in  that  cafe, 

*  they  will  have  feven  or  eight  months  to  leara 

*  their  difcipline,    before  we  can  fend  them  out 

*  upon  any  expedition  againft  the  enemy,  where 

*  land  forces  are  requifite.    In  that  time  they  may 

*  be  made  as  expert  in  the  difcipline  proper  for 

*  land  fervice,  as  any  of  the  regiments  we  have 
'  now  on  foot,    and  would,    I  hope,    behave  as 

*  well  as  could  be  expedled  from  any  body  of 
'  men  whatever;  but  as  it  will  probably  be  ne- 
'  ceflary  to  fend  a  greater  number  of  land  forces 
'  abroad,  upon  any  expedition  we  may  undertake, 

*  than  the  whole  number  of  marines  now  propo- 
'  fed  to  be  raifed,  I  believe  our  marines,  go  when 

*  they  will,  mufl  be  accompanied  by  fome  of  the 

*  foot 
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foot  regiments  TxOW  in  the  fervlce  ;  which 
fhews,  that  we  ought  not  to  diminifh  our  pre- 
fent  quota  of  land  forces,  by  drawing  fuch  a 
number  out,  in  order  to  form  a  body  of  ma- 
rines. 

*  Whether  twenty  eight  thoufand  men  be  ne- 
cefTary  for  our  defence  at  home,  is  not  now. 
Sir,  the  queftion.  Suppofe,  that  fo  great  a 
number  may  not  be  neceflary  ;  yet  furely,  in 
time  of  war,  we  ought  to  raife  and  keep  up  a 
greater  number  of  land  forces,  than  is  barely 
neceffary  for  our  defence  here  at  home.  We 
ought  certainly  to  have  fuch  a  number  of  land 
forces  on  foot,  as  may  enable  his  Majefty  to 
fend  eight  or  ten  thoufand  abroad  upon  any  ex- 
pedition he  may  think  fit  to  undertake,  for 
diflreiTing  the  enemy  in  their  own  dominions. 
Sir,  as  I  moft  heartily  wifh  to  fee  the  war  profe- 
cuted  in  the  moft  vigorous  manner,  and  as  I  do 
not  know  but  that  we  may  have  more  enemies 
than  we  as  yet  know  of,  I  fhall  be  fo  far  from 
refolving  to  grant  no  greater  number  of  land 
forces  than  are  juft  neceffary  for  our  defence  at 
home,  that  I  am  refolved,  I  came  here  this  (&{- 
fion  refolved,  to  grant  as  many  land  forces,  fea- 
men,  and  marines,  as  his  Majefty  fhould  defire ; 
and  fince  I  came  here,  I  have  heard  nothing 
that  can  in  the  leaft  ftiake  this  refolution  ;  for  if 
more  land  forces  be  defired  than  'are  neceffary 
for  our  defence  at  home,  I  fhall  fuppofe,  his 
Majefty  intends  to  fend  out  a  fufficient  number 
of  them  for  attacking  the  enemy  abroad  ;  and  I 
am  fure  no  gentleman  would  defire,  that  his 
Majefty  ftiould  communicate  to  us  his  intentions 
in  this  refped:,  or  ftiould  tell  us  what  number  of 
land  forces  he  propofes  to  fend  abroad  for  this 
purpofe. 

'  I  have  not  yet  perufed  the  eftimates  that  were 
laid  before  us  yelterday,  no  more  than  the  ho- 

2  '  nourable 
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'  nourable  gentleman  that  fpoke  laft ;  but,  Sir,  I 
'  am  extremely  glad  to  hear,  that  his  MajePcy  de- 
'  fires  no  more  than  28  or  29,000  land  forces, 
'  and  6  or  7000  marines,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
^  enfuing  year.  It  is  to  me  a  convincing  proof, 
^  that  we  have  nothing  to  fear,  for  next  year  at 
'  leaft,  but  from  Spain  alone  *,  and  if  that  nation 
'  ftands  alone  againft  us  but  for  one  year,  I  hope 
^  vv'e  ihall  be  able  to  give  a  very  good  account  of 
'  our  campaign.  I  expefted,  indeed,  that  the  de- 
^  mand  would  have  been  much  greater,  and  there- 

*  fore  I  am  furprized  to  hear  gentlemen  boojglincr 
'  at  fuch  a  demiand,  and  endeavouring  to  pcrfuade 
'  this  houfe  not  to  agree  to  it;  for  this  I  take  to 
^  be  the  plain  meaning  of  the  motion  now  under 
'  our  confideration.  His  Majefty  has  defired 
'  28,000  land  forces,  and  6000  marines;  aiid  we 
'  are  defired  to  tell  him  by  way  of  addrefs,  that 
^  we'll  grant  him  the  6000  marines,  but  then  they 
'  muft  be  draughted  out  of  the  28,000  land  forces, 
'  Is  not  this  an  abfolute  refufal  of  the  number  of 
^  land  forces  defired  ?  Is  it  not  diredlly  telling  him, 
'  that  we  will  grant  him  but  22,000  land  forces? 
'  This  is  certainly  the  light  this  motion  ought  to 
'  be  confidered  in,  and  in  this  light,  I  hope  there 

*  are  not  many  in  this  houfe  that  v/ill  agree  to  it. 

'  I  am  as  much,  Sir,  as  any  man,  againft  keep- 
^  ing  up  a  numerous  ftanding  army  in  time  of 
peace.  I  wifh  there  were  not  a  red  coat  to  be 
feen  within  the  kingdom,  A  ftanding  army  is 
in  all  countries  an  evil,  and  in  a  free  country  it  is  . 
a  greater  evil  than  in  any  other;  but  it  is  an  evil 
we  muft  fubmit  to,  for  the  fake  of  avoiding  a 
greater ;  and  in  time  of  war,  when  we  muft  al- 
ways be  in  more  danger  of  that  greater  evil,  than 
in  time  of  peace,  I  ftiall  never  be  for  diminiftiing 
the  lefter  evil ;  for  if  our  army  were  ten  times  as 
numerous  as  it  is,  we  ought  to  fubmit  to  it,  ra- 
ther than  expofe  ourfelves  to  that  greater,  I  maT 

Vol,  XVIII.  I  i  '  fa/. 
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^  fay,  that  greateft  of  evils ;  for  this  reafon,  I  can- 
^  not  agree  with  that  part  of  the  motion,  which 
'  advifes  the  marines  to  be  formed  by  draughts 
'  from  the  prefent  regiments  of  foot;  nor  can  I  a- 
'  gree  with  that  part  of  the  motion,  which  advifes 

*  to  have  as  many  private  men,  and  as  few  officers, 

*  as  the  nature  of  the  fervice  will  admit-,  becaufe  it 

*  feems  to  infinnate,  as  if  fewer  officers  in  propor- 

*  tion  would  do  for  marines,  than  for  land  forces. 
'  What  other  gentlemen  may  mean  by  marines,  I 
'  do  not  know,  but  by  marines  I  mean,  a  body  of 

*  troops  that  may  be  employed  either  at  fea  or 

*  land,  as  occafion  may  require  i  and  if  they  are 

*  ever  to  be  employed  at  land,  theymuft  be  regi- 
'  mented,  and  muft  have  the  fame  number,  and 

*  the  fame  fort  of  officers  that  are  necefTary  for 

*  land  fervice.     Thus,  Sir,  I  have  given  you  my 

*  reafbns  for  being  againft  every  part  of  the  addrefs 

*  propofed,    and  for  thefe  reafons  I  fhall,    moft 

*  heartily,  give  my  negative  to  the  queftion.' 

William  Pulteney^  Efq;  was  the  next  that  ftood 
up,  the  purport  of  whofe  fpeech  was  as  follows,  viz^ 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  Tuite.  *  Sir,  It  is  a  little  furprizing,  that  a  certain  fet 

fteft  fpeech.  c  Qf  gentlemen,  notwithftanding  the  many  admo- 

'  nitions  they  have  had,  fhould  always  bring  his 

'  Majefty's  name  into  every  debate  that  happens  in 

*  this  houfe.  As  a  private  gentleman.  Sir,  I  fhould 
'  be  ready  upon  all  occafions  to  put  a  full  confi- 
^-  dence  in  his  Majefty :  To  believe  we  are  in  dan- 

*  ger,  when  he  fays  he  thinks  we  are-,  and  to  be- 

*  lieve  that  the  fums  he  demands,  and  the  number 
'  of  troops  he  propofes,  are  necefTary  for  our  fecu- 

*  rity.     This,  I  fay,  I  ihould  think  myfelf  obliged 

*  as  a  private  gentleman  to  believe,  unlefs  I  had 
"  very  good  reafon  to  think,  his  Majefty  had  been 
'  mifinformed  and  impofed  on.    But  as  a  member 
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•  of  this  houfe,  as  a  truftee  for  the  purfes,  the  ll~ 
'  berties,  and  the  privileges  of  the  people  of  G?^ea^ 
*■  Britain^  I  am  under  an  indifpehfable  obligation, 
^  not  to  allow  myfelf  to  be  an  implicit  believer, 
^  even  in  my  Sovereign.  As  fuch,  I  am,  in  duty 
^  to  thofe  I  reprefent,  bound  to  fuppofe,  that  every 
'  fpeech  his  Majefty  makes  from  the  throne,  every 
^  mefTage  he  fends  under  his  hand  in  writing,  and 
^  much  more  every  demand  made  in  his  name,  is 
^  the  fpeech,  the  meflage,  or  the  demand,  not  of 
^  my  Sovereign,    but  of  his  mlnifter,    and  that 

•  therefore  I  not  only  may,  but  ought  to  examine 
'  it  with  great  freedom,  and  to  believe  in  nothing 

•  but  what  1  am  convinced  of  by  inconteftable 
'  fads,  or  unanfwerable  arguments. 

'  This,  Sir,  is  my  duty  as  a  member  of  this 

•  houfe,  and  as  a  truftee  for  the  purfes,  the  liber- 
'  ties,  and  the  privileges  of  the  people  of  Gf'eat 
'  Britain ;  therefore,  when  a  demand  comes  to 
^  this  houfe  for  loading  the  people  with  a  heavy 
'  burden,    and  endangering  our  conftitution,    by 

•  raifing,  or  keeping  within  the  ifland,  a  numerous 
^  ftanding  army,  under  a  pretence  of  our  being  in 

•  danger  of  an  invafion,  though  it  be  made  in  his 

•  Majefty's  name,  I  am  to  fuppofe  it  comes  origi- 
'  nally  from  the  minifter;  and  upon  that  fuppofi- 

•  tion  I  ought  to  confider,  whether  that  army  be 

•  demanded  for  preventing  or  defeating  an  invafion 
'  intended  to  be  made  by  foreigners  upon  our  ter- 
'  ritories,  or  for  encouraging  and  rendering  fuccefT- 

•  ful  an  invafion  intended  to  be  made  by  minifters 
'  upon  our  rights  and  privileges.    Gentlemen  may 

•  talk  what  they  will  about  reafonable  fears,  and 

•  caufelefs  jealoufies,  but  in  this  cafe  every  man 

•  ought  to  be  guided  by  his  own  confcience,  and 
"  to  take  particular  care  that  his  judgment  fhall  not 
'  be  directed  by  any  felfifh  confideration  ^  and  were 
^  I  the  moft  intimate  friend  of  a  minifter,  as  the 
^  invafions  of  miniflers  have  been  much  more  fre- 

I i  2  '  quent 
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^  quent  than  the  invafions  of  foreigners,  I  fhould 

'  rather  chufe  to  be  direded  by  my  jealoufies  than 

'  my  fears :   Nay,  were  I  a  minifter,  or  even  a 

'  prime  minifter,  which,  I  truft  in  God,  I  Ihall  ne- 

'  ver  affeft  to  be,  I  fhould  think  him  an  honeft 

'  man,  that  (hewed  more  jealoufy  of  me  than  ap- 

*  prehenfion  of  foreign  danger;  and  as  long  as  my 
'  defigns  were  honeft  and  juft,  I  fhould  truft  more 
'  in  his  friendlhiip,  than  in  the  friendfhip  of  thofe 

*  I  found  ready  upon  all  occafions  to  receive  what- 

*  ever  impreft'ions  I  had  a  mind  to  make. 

'  I  fay.  Sir,  that  as  the  invafions  of  minifters 
'  have  been  much  more  frequent  than  the  invafions 

*  of  foreigners,  we  ought  at  all  times  to  be  more 
'  jealous  of  the  former,  than  afraid  of  the  latter; 

*  but  when  dangers  are  pretended,  which  we  have 

*  no  reafon  to  be  afraid  of,  at  leaft  no  reafon  but 
'  fuch  a  one  as  muft  always  fubfift,  and  an  argu- 
'  ment  drawn  from  thence  for  convincing  us  to 

*  load  the  people,  and  endanger  our  conftitution, 

*  by  keeping  a  numerous  ftanding  army  within  the 

*  ifland,  there  is  then  no  room  for  jealoufy,  the  in- 

*  tention  becomes  evident,  which,  in  my  opinion, 

*  is  the  cafe  at  prefent.  It  is  ridiculous  to  imagine, 
'  that  the  Spaniards  ever  defigned  to  invade  us 
'  with  thofe  troops  that  have  lately  marched  into 
'  Gallicia.  When  they  have  a  real  defign  to  in- 
'  vade  us,  they  will  never  prepare  for  it  in  that 
'  quarter,  as  we  may  be  fufficiently  convinced  by 

*  experience;  becaufe  their  preparing  a  fleet  of 
'  tranfports  at  any  port  in  that  province,  or  in  the 

*  bay  of  -Bifcay^  muft  always  give  us  a  feafonable 

*  alarm.      Therefore  I  muft  fuppofe,    that  their 

*  marching  troops  into  that  quarter,  was  either  to 

*  guard  againft   our  invading  them,    or  to  give 

*  fome  people  here  a  pretence  for  frightning  us 

*  with  the  danger  of  our  being  invaded  by  them ; 

*  but  this  pretence  can  be  of  no  weight  with  thofe, 

*  who  confider,    that  troops  without  ihips  can 

^  never 
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*  never  be  of  any  dangerous  confequence  to  th's 
'  ifland.     The  armies  of  Spain ^  nay  the  armies  of 

*  France^  let  them  march  where  they  will,  can 
'  never  give  terror  to  any  man  of  common  fenfe 

*  in  this  ifland,  unlefs  we  find  they  are  preparing 
'  ihips  for  tranfporting  them  hither,  and  this,  I 

*  hope,  we  fhall  always  hear  of,  time  enough  to 
'  prevent  the  attempt,  which  we  may  eafily  do, 

*  as  long  as  we  have  a  fuperior  navy. 

'  Suppofe,  Sir,  the  Spaniards  have  a  real  defign 
'  to  invade  us,  and  that  they  have  marched  their 
'  troops  into  Gallicia  for  that  purpofej  we  know 
^  they  have  no  fleet  of  tranfport-fhips,  either  in 
*-  the  ports  of  that  province,  or  in  any  other  ports 

*  within  their  dominions,  for  tranfporting  thofe 
'  troops  to  this  ifland.     If  they  delign  to  invade 

*  us  with  fuch  a  number  of  troops,  as  ought  to 
'  give  us  uneaflnefs,  they  cannot,  in  lefs  than  three 
'  or  four  months,  provide  a  fufficient  fleet  for  tranf- 
'  porting  them ;  and  in  that  time,  as  fuch  prepara- 

*  tions  cannot  be  privately  made,  we  ihall  have 
'  time  not  only  to  provide  for  our  defence,  but  to 
'  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  make  the  attempt, 

*  This  they  know  very  well,  and  therefore,  I  am 
'  convinced,  they  will  never  give  the  leafi:  coyn- 
^  tenance  to  fuch  a  ridiculous  projedl.  But  fuppofe 
^  they  intended  to  make  an  invafion  upon  us  with 
^  4  or  5000  men,  which  is  the  greatefl:  number 

*  they  could  provide  tranfports  for,  without  giving 
^  us  timely  notice  of  their  defign ;  are  we  to  keep 
'  28,000  men,  or  even  i8,oco  men  here  at  home, 
^  to  guard  us  againft  fuch  an  attempt  ?  Are  the 
''  numbers  of  the  difaffedled  here  at  home  fo  greats 
^  that  4  or  5000  men  would  enable  them  to  over- 

*  turn  our  governments  though  fupported  by  more 
^  than  double  that  number  of  regular  troops  in 
'  Ireland,  and  more  than  treble  the  number  in 
^  Great  Britain  ?  This  is  what  no  man,  who  is  a 
'  friend  to  the  illuftrious  Family  now  upon  our 

I  i  3  '  throne. 
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throne,  will  aflert ;  and  therefore,  no  man,  that 
is  a  friend  to  our  prefent  eftablifhment,  ought,  I 
think,  to  pretend  that  we  are  in  the  leaft  danger 
of  an  invafion. 

'  An  invafion,  Sir,  with  fuch  a  fmall  number  of 
troops,  would  hardly  raife  any  commotion,  much 
lefs  a  dangerous  civil  war  in  the  bowels  of  the 
kingdom.  Even  the  few  difafFed:ed  we  have 
amongft  us  would  be  fhy  of  joining  fuch  a  fmall 
body  of  troops:  I  am  convinced,  no  man  of 
family  or  fortune  would  j  and  therefore,  I  am 
convinced,  they  would  re-imbark,  if  we  gave 
them  leave,  as  fopn  as  they  found  themfelves 
difappointed  of  the  expeded  afTiftance,  or  would 
furrender  to  the  firfl  body  of  our  troops  fent  a- 
gainft  them,  in  cafe  they  found  they  could  not 
re-imbark.  From  hence  I  mufl  conclude,  that 
as  long  as  Spam  continues  alone  in  the  war  a- 
gainft  us,  we  are  not  in  the  leaft  danger  of  an 
invafion;  and  {uippo{t  France  fhould  join  with 
Spain^  we  fhould  have  no  occafion  to  provide 
againft  an  invafion,  efpecially  by  raifing  a  nume- 
rous army  to  be  kept  within  the  ifland,  till  they 
had  begun  to  make  preparations  for  that  purpofe, 
I  do  not  fuppofe,  that  France  will  join  in  the 
war  againft  us:  I  am  almoft  certain  they  will 
not,  if  we  take  right  meafures  to  prevent  it. 
But  if  they  fhould  join,  or  if  we  have  now  any 
reafonable  caufe  to  fufpecft  that  they  will,  I  am 
fure  we  have  nor  yet  provided,  or  propofed  a 
fufiicient  number  either  of  feamen  or  marines ; 
and  as  France  has  not  yet  joined,  nor  probably 
will  for  fome  months  to  come,  inftead  of  being 
fo  curious  and  nice,  as  we  have  been  fince  the 
beginning  of  this  war,  about  having  expert  fea- 
men for  manning  our  fhips  of  war,  we  fhould 
have  begun  with  taking  as  few  expert  feamen  as 
pofTible,  and  filling  up  the  reft  of  every  ihip's 
complement  with  marines,  or  able-bodied  land- 

*  men* 
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'  men.  This,  I  fay,  we  ought  to  have  done,  be- 
'  caufe  whiift  we  were  at  war  with  a  nation  that 
'  could  make  no  head  againft  us  at  Tea,  we  ought 

*  to  have  taken  the  opportunity  to  increafe  our 
'  body  of  feamen,    by  inftrudling  and  feafoning 

*  land-men  to  the  fervice,  in  order  to  provide  a- 

*  gainft  a  nation's  entering  into  the  war,  that  could 
'  make  fome  head  againft  us  at  Tea.  If  we  had 
'  done  this,  neither  our  feamen  nor  our  trade 
'  would  have  been  fo  much  diftrefled,  nor  would 

*  the  enemy's  privateers  have  traverfed  the  feas  iti 
'  purfuit  of  our  merchant-men  with  fo  much  fafety 
'  and  fuccefs;  and  in  a  year  or  two's  time,  we 
^  fhould  have  fo  much  increafed  our  national  ftock 
'  of  feamen,  as  to  have  very  little  to  apprehend 

*  from  the  united  power  of  France  and  Spain, 
'  What  the  event  of  the  war  may  be,  God  only 

*  knows !  I  wifh  it  may  be  fuccefsful ;  but  I  muft 

*  fay,  that,  in  my  opinion,  we  have  not  hitherto 
'  taken  one  right  meafure  in  preparing  for  it,  nor 
^  one  vigorous  ftep  in  carrying  it  on. 

'  But  now.  Sir,  fuppofe  France  were  already 
^  adually  engaged  in  the  war  againft  us,  I  fhall 
^  grant,    that  we  ought   in  that  cafe  to   have  a 

*  greater  number  of  land  forces  on  foot,  than  we 

*  have  at  prefent  j  but  ftiould  thofe  forces  be  kept 
^  at  home  to  defend  us  againft  invasions  ?  No,  Sir, 

*  as  long  as  we  are  mafters  at  fea,  with  regard  to 

*  invafions,  we  have  ahiioft  as  little  to  fear  from 

*  France^  as  from  Spain  :  Neither  of  them  can  in- 

*  vade  this  happy  ifland  with  any  confiderable 
'  number  of  troops,  without  a  long  and  expenfive 
^  preparation  •,  which  preparation  can  be  made  no 

*  where,  but  in  one  of  their  fea  ports,  and  there 

*  we  may  fend  and  deftroy  it,  or  lock  it  up,  as 

*  foon  as  we  hear  of  it,  which  we  Ihall  always  do 

*  long  before  it  can  be  ready  to  put  to  fea.    E^vtw 

*  in  this  cafe  therefore,  inftead  of  keeping  our 
I;  troops  encamped  or  quartered  at  home,  we  ought 

114  *  to 
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^  to  fend  the  greateft  part  of  them  on  board  our 
'.  fleet,  or  to  oar  foreign  dominions,  from  whence 
'  they  could  eafily  make  incurfions  or  invafions 
^  upon  the  enemy.  For  our  fecurity  here  at  home^ 
^  if  we  keep  a  ftrong  fquadron  in  the  channel, 
'-  with  a  good  number  of  fliips  ready  to  be  put  in 

*  commiHion,  we  fliall  never  have  occafion  to  be 
'  afraid  of  an  invafion  -,  and  if  we  would  but  take 
'^  a  little  mere  care  of  our  militia,  than  we  have 
*-  done  for  many  years  paft,  we  fhould  always  be 
^  able  and  ready  to  repel  any  fudden  incurfion, 
'  nay  more  ready  than  we  can  propofe  to  be  any 
'  other  way ;  for  we  cannot  propofe  to  keep  4  or 
'  5000  regular  troops  in  each  county,  whereas, 
'  if  pains  had  not  been  taken  to  render  our  militia 
'  defpicable,  in  order  to  make  a  {landing  army 
^  neceffary,  the  militia  of  any  one  county  in  En^- 
'  land  would  be  able  to  encounter,  and  probably 
'  defeat  fuch  a  fmall  number  of  invaders,  without 
^  the  aiTiilance  of  our  regular  army. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  it  appears,  that  for  the  fake  of 
^  defending  us  againfl  an  invafion,  we  have  not  the 
'  leaft  occafion  for  keeping  a  ftanding  army  of  2S 

*  or  29,000  men  here  at  home;  and  therefore,  as 
^  we  have  that  number  now  on  foot  in  th'k  iiland, 
^  we  may  eafily  fpare  to  fend  6  or  8000  of  them 
'  to  ferve  as  marines  on  board  our  men  of  war. 
'  But  now  fuppofe  we  intend  to  make  an  attack 
*^  upon  the  enemy,  as  I  hope  we  do,  the  gentlemen 
^  who  have  fpoke  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  quef- 
'  tion,  have  told  us,  we  cannot  propofe  to  fend 
'  out  any  troops  for  that  purpofe,  before  the  end 

*  of  next  fummer.  If  this  be  the  cafe,  why  fhould 
^.  we  raife  any  new  troops  before  the  old  are  fent 
'  out  ?  It  will  then  be  time  enough  to  confider, 
^,  whether  it  be  neceflary  for  us  to  replace  them, 
'  and  in  cafe  it  fhould,  it  may  foon  be  done  by 

*  new  levies,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  pay  of  a 
^,  number  of  ufelefs  troops  v/ill  be  faved  to  the  na- 

'  tion. 
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'  tion.  I  hope  we  do  not  intend  to  (tnd  our 
'  new-raifed  troops,  call  them  marines,  or  what 
^  you  will,  upon  any  expedition  againft  the  ene- 
^  my.  What  will  thofe  gentlemen  fay,  who 
^  have  for  many  years  been  telling  us,  that  new- 
'  raifed  troops  are  good  for  nothing,  and  that 
'  therefore  we  ought  to  keep  a  numerous  ftanding 
^  army  always  on  foot  ?  How  can  thefe  gentle- 
^  men,  I  fay,  anfwer  for  it,  if  they  fhould  now 
'  in  time  of  war  fend  new-raifed  troops  upon  the 
'  moft  dangerous  fervice,  and  keep  at  home, 
^  where  there  is  no  danger,  thofe  veterans,  for 
'  whofe  fkill  in  martial  difcipline  the  nation  has, 
'  for  fo  many  years,  paid  fuch  large  annual  fums 

*  of  money  ?  Will  it  not  then  with  juftice  be 
^  fald,  that  our  veteran  troops  are  kept  at  home 
'  only  for  a  raree-fhew,  and  that  our  new-raifed 

*  troops  are  fent  abroad  againft  the  enemy,  be- 
^  caufe  they  cannot  fo  handfomely  dance  through 

*  their  exercifes  at  a  review  ? 

*  Sir,    this  may,    perhaps,    look  a  little  ludi- 

*  crous  •,  but  if  we  conlider  what  an  t^^d:  this 

*  confideration  may  have  upon  men,  who  have 
'  any  regard  to  their  honour,  it  muft  appear  feri- 

*  ous  to  every  man,  who  has  a  regard  for  our  pre- 
'  fent  happy  eftablifhment.  In  tours  of  fatigue, 
'  a  foldier,  or  a  regiment  of  foldiers  may  excufe 
'  their  not  being  employed  ;  but  in  tours  of  dan- 
'  ger,  efpecially  where  glory  and  riches  may  be 
«  acquir'd,  every  foldier,  and  every  corps  of  fol- 
'  diers,  that  have  any  honour,  muft  look  upon 
^  it  as  an  affront,  if  they  are  not  employ'd  in 
'  their  turn.     This,  Sir,  may  make  our  veteran 

*  troops  our  greateft  enemies ;  and  by  fuch 
'  means,    that  very   army  which,    for  fo  many 

*  years,  has  been  kept  up  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
'  Royal  Family,  may  be  the  caufe  of  its  over- 
throw, and  may  produce  as  great  a  revolution 
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in  this  kingdom,  as  ever  a  mutiny  of  the  Jani- 
zaries did  in  Turkey, 

'  For  this  reafon,  Sir,  as  well  as  for  the  fake 
of  fuccefej  I  hope  our  beft  troops  will  be  fent 
out  upon  any  expedition  we  intend  for  attacking 
the  enemy,  either  in  Europe  or  America.  But 
I  am  furprized  to  hear  gentlemen  fav,  we  can- 
not propofe  to  attack  Spain  in  Europe.,  or  itwA 
out  any  expedition  againft  them,  till  the  end 
of  next  fummer.  I  fhall  grant,  it  is  not  our  bu- 
finefs  to  attempt  making  any  conquefts  upon 
them  in  Europe ;  but  Is  this  a  reafon  why  we 
fhould  not  annoy  them  as  much  as  pofTible,  by 
making  incurfions,  and  plundering  the  coafts 
of  their  dominions,  even  in  Europe  ?  Can  they 
prevent  this  as  long  as  we  are  mafters  at  fea? 
No,  Sir,  notwlthftanding  the  numerous  army 
they  have,  they  cannot  prevent  it  ;  becaufe  a 
fleet  of  fhips  can  fail  fafter  from  one  part  of  the 
coaft  to  another,  than  a  body  of  troops  can 
march  1  and  therefore,  if  we  had  7  or  8000 
land  forces  on  board  the  fquadron  we  now  have 
upon  their  coafts,  they  might  often  find  an  op- 
portunity to  land,  and  ranfack  a  great  part  of 
the  adjacent  country,  and  to  retire  again  with 
fafety  on  board  their  fhips,  before  the  Spaniards 
could  gather  together  a  fufficient  body  of  troops 
to  oppofe  them.  By  this  means,  we  might 
harrafs  their  troops,  and  keep  their  whole  fea- 
coaft  in  a  perpetual  alarm «,  and,  perhaps,  find 
an  opportunity  to  deftroy  thofe  works,  our 
tamenefs  fome  years  fince  allowed  them  to  ereft, 
within  cannon-lhot  of  Gibraltar. 
*  Is  there  any  reafon  to  be  afligned.  Sir,  for 
delaying  to  fend  troops  upon  fuch  an  expedition, 
till  the  end  of  next  fummer  ?  Can  a  reafon  be 
afligned  for  Its  not  having  been  already  done  ? 
I  know  that  the  month  of  July^  Augufty  or 
September.^  is  the  proper  time'  for  fending  out  a 

*  body 
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*  body  of  land  forces  to  attack  the  Spaniards  in 

*  America  ;  and  I  likewife  know,  that  if  we  had 
'  followed  the  example  either  of  Q^  Elizabeth 

*  or  Oliver  Cromwell^  we  would  have  begun  the 

*  war  with  fuch  an  expedition,  I  hope  to  fee 
^  more  vigorous  and  better  concerted  meafures 
^  taken  next  fummer :  I  hope  to  fee  an  expedition 

*  fent  out  for  annoying  the  Spanijh  dominions 
'  in  Europe^  and  another  for  conquering  fome 
^  part  of  their  dominions  in  America  \  but  both, 

*  I  think,  may  be  undertaken  without  raifing  fo 

*  much  as  one  new  regiment  •,  becaufe,  out  of 
«  285O00  men,  the  number  of  our  regular  forces 
'  now  on  foot  in  this  ifland,  we  may  fpare  a  fuf- 
«  ficient  number  of  troops  for  both.  As  we  have 
^  now  fuch  a  prodigious  navy  at  fea,  I  do  not 

*  think  we  have  ufe  for  a  greater  number  of 
^  troops  at  home,  than  we  ever  had  in  times  of 

*  the  moft  profound  tranquillity  \  and  therefore,  I 
'  think,    we  may  fpare  to  fend  at  leaft  16,000 

*  againft  the  enemy,  which  is  a  fufficient  number 
f  for  both  thefe  expeditions,  and  a  fufficient  num- 

*  ber  for  any  occafion  we  may  have,  as  long  as 
^  Spain  (lands  alone  in  the  war  againft  us.  If 
^  France^    indeed,    fliould  declare   in   favour  of 

*  Spain^   we  muft  then  augment  our  land  force 

*  both  abroad  and  at  home  ;  but  this  we  may 
^  eafily,  and  almoft  inftantly  do  by  new  levies, 
^  and  by  taking  foreign  troops  into  our  pay  ;  and 
'  till  this  event  happens,  we  ought  to  fave  all 
'  we  can,  in  order  to  be  the  better  able  to  fuppon 
^  fuch  a  heavy  war,   when  it  happens  to  break 

*  out. 

*  Frugality,  Sir,  is  extremely  neceflary  at  the 
'  beginning  of  every  war  j   becaufe,  after  a  war 

*  is  once  begun,   no  man  can  tell  when  it  will 

*  end.  The  prefent  war  may  be  of  longer  con- 
^  tinuance  than  fome  people  imagine.  I  have 
^  more  fears  that  way,  than  I  Ihall  now  explain. 

*  I 
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^  I  fhali  now  only  fay,  that  if  we  accept  of  no 
'  peace  but  an  honourable  one,  the  war  will  not, 
^  I  believe,  be  foon  over  *,  and  therefore,  we 
'  ought  to  take  care  not  to  run  ourfelves  out  of 

*  breath  in  the  beginning  of  a  long  courfe.     Spite 

*  of  the  moft  vigorous  and  beft  concerted  mea- 
^  fures,  the  war  may  iaft  for  feveral  years,  and 

*  may  become  much  more  heavy  than  it  is  at 

*  prefent ;  but  if  our  meafures  fhould  hereafter 
'  be  as  much  influenced  by  our  fears  of  an  inva- 
«  fion,  as  they  feem  by  this  debate  to  be  at  pre° 

*  {cnt^  I  may  prophefy,  that  we  ihall  never  be 

*  able  to  bring  it  to  a  happy  or  honourable  con-^ 

*  clufion.  If  our  fears  of  an  invafion  at  home 
'  fhould  fo  muchr  engrofs  our  care  and  attention, 

*  as  to  prevent  our  being  able  to  take  due  care  of 
'  our  trade  or  dominions  abroad,  the  war  may, 
'  perhaps,    end  in  the  deftrudlion  or   lofs  of  a 

*  great  part  of  both ;  which  God  in  his  infinite 

*  mercy  will,  I  hope,   prevent  5   for  befides  the 

*  ruin  it  would  bring  upon  this  nation,  it  would 

*  very  much  endanger  our  prefent  happy  eftablifh- 
'  ment,  and  confequently  the  Protellant  religion, 

*  and  the  liberties  of  Europe. 

'  For  this  reafon.  Sir,  we  ought  not  to  allow 
'  ourfelves  to  be  induced,  by  groundlefs  fears,  to 
'  be  at  the  expence  of  raifing  or  keeping  up  more 
'  forces,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  than  are  abfo= 
'  lutely   neceflary ;    and   thofe   we  do   keep  up 

*  ought  to  be  employed   in  the  moft  vigorous 

*  manner,    and  in  thofe  places  where  they  can 

*  moft  annoy  the  enemy,  or  contribute  moft  to 

*  the  advantage  of  their  country.  It  is  our  buft- 
'  nefs  in  this  houfe  to  grant  what  fupplies  are  ne- 
'  ceflary  for  the  publick  fervice  ;  but  it  is  likewife 

*  our  bufinefs  to  advife  his  Majefty  to  make  ufe 

*  of  the  moft  frugal  methods,  and  even  to  point 

*  out  thofe  methods,  which  we  think  may  be  the 
^  moft  frugal  and  effedual.    For  this  purpofe  we 

*  ftand 
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*  ftand  in  need  of  no  fecret  intelligence:  W^ 
^  may  know  the  general  circumftances  of  an  ene- 
^  my  without  fuch   intelligence  *,    and  therefore, 

*  though  we  cannot  prefcribe,  we  may  give  our 
^  advice  with  regard  either  to  peace  or  war.    This 

*  is  our  duty  -,  this  is  all  that  is  attempted  at  pre- 
'  fent  •,  and  if  doing  our  duty  in  this  refped  is  to 
^  be  called  animofity,  it  is  a  laudable  animofity : 
'  It  is  fuch  an  animofity  as,  I  hope,  will  for  ever 

*  prevail  in  this  houfe.     An  honourable  gentle- 

*  man  was  pleafed  to  make  an  obfervation,  that 

*  thofe  who  have  the  right  fide  are  generally  the 
'  cooleft  in  the  argument:  I  fhall  give  him  two 

*  for  his  one ;  though  I  am  far  from  faying,  that 

*  either  of  them  is  applicable  to  any  gentleman  in 
^  this  houfe.  One  is,  that  the  deceitful,  who 
«  have  a  mind  to  impofe  upon  the  underftanding, 

*  are  always  extremely  cool  in  their  arguments  ; 

*  and  the  other  is,  that  the  advocate  who  fpeaks 

*  for  his  fee,  feldom  fhews  fuch  a  natural  warmth, 

*  as  the  man  that  fpeaks  in  his  own  caufe.     In 

*  this  houfe  it  would  be  in  vain  for  any  man  to 

*  attempt  to  impofe,  and  I  hope  I  fhall  never  fee 
^  any  man  in  it  fpeak  for  his  fee  ;  but  I  do  not  at 
'  all  wonder  to  fee  a  decent  warmth  exprefled  ; 
'  for  I  hope  every  man  thinks  he  fpeaks  in  his 

*  own  caufe,  becaufe  it  is  the  caufe  of  his  coun- 

*  try. 

*  The  prefent  queftion.    Sir,   is,   I  think,   as 

*  much  the  caufe  of  my  country,  as  any  queftion 

*  that  ever  happened  in  this  houfe.  The  war  we 
'  are  now  engaged  in  is,  it  is  true,  as  yet  but  a 

*  bauble :  It  is  as  yet  a  fort  of  toy  we  may  play 

<  a  little  with  j    but  it  may  become  one  of  the 

<  moft  heavy  and  dangerous  wars  this  nation  was 

*  ever  engaged  in ;  and  then  we  may  have  caufe 

*  to  repent  of  every  fhilling  we  needlefsly  threw 
'  away  at  the  beginning.  There  is  as  great  a  diiFe- 

*  rence  between  being  a  mifer  and  being  frugal, 

*  as 


494  Parliamentary    A.,  ij^gl 

*  as  there  is  between  being  frugal  and  being  pro- 

*  digal.     Frugality  is  the  mean  which  a  wife  man 
'  will  always  chufe,  but  the  fool  generally  launches 

*  out  into  prodigality,  in  order  to  fhun  the  impu-- 

*  tation  of  being  a  mifer.     In  this  war,  I  hope, 
^  we  fhall  put  ourfelves  to  no  expence  for  the  fake 

*  of  fhew :  We  have  had  raree-fhews  enough  al- 

*  ready  :   I  hope,  we  fhall  now  make  the  beft, 
'  the  moft  effeclual  ufe  of  e^i^ery  fquadron  we  fit 

*  out,  and  every  regiment  we  raife  or  keep  on 

*  foot ;  and  I  hope  we  fhall  neither  fit  out,  nor 

*  raife  or  keep  up  any  more  than  we  have  imme- 

*  diate  occafion  for.     In  time  of  peace,  thefe  ex- 
'  penfive  raree-fhews  only  prevented  our  paying 

*  off  our  old  debt ;  but  in  time  of  war,  they  will 

*  make  us  contradl  new,  and,  by  breaking  our 

*  credit,    may  bring  fudden  perdition  upon  the 

*  nation. 

'  This,  Sifi^"  Is  one  of  the  greateft  dangers  we 

*  lie  expofed  to,  and  to  obviate  this  danger  is  the 
'  intention  of  the  motion  now  under  our  con- 

,  S'fideration.     It  has  no  relation  to  any  eftimate: 

^^K^it  relates  only  to  his  Majefly's  fpeech,  in  which 

^^/^H^'^*  we  are  told,  his  Majefly  had  judged  it  proper, 

*  that  a  body  of  marines  fhould  be  raifed ;  there- 

*  fore,    we  have  no  occafion  to  look  into  any 

*  eftimate  j    for   this   motion    might   have   been 

*  made  and  agreed  to,  though  none  of  the  efli- 

*  mates  had  been  laid  before  us.     But  I  am  fur- 

*  prized  to  hear  any  gentleman  fay,    that  fuch 

*  a  motion  cannot  come  properly  before  us,   till 

*  we  take  the  eftimates  into  our  confideration  in 
'  the  committee  of  fupply.     If  it  had  been  de- 

*  layed  till  that  time,  I  am  fure,  it  would  have 

*  been  called  a  very  prepoflerous  motion,  perhaps, 

*  even  by  thofe  who  now  call  it  premature.     In 
'  the  committee  of  fupply  we  mufl  either  approve 

*  of,  or  rejedt  the  eflimates :  I  hope  the  gentle- 

*  men  who  now  think   this  motion  improper, 

2  *  would 
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*  would  not  have  us,  when  we  go  into  the  com- 

*  mittee  of  fupply,  to  rejec^l  the  eftlmate  for  ma- 
'  rines,  in  order  to  confider  of  and  agree  to  this 
'  motion ;  and  I  am  fure,  it  would  be  ridiculous 

*  to  make  or  agree  to  fuch  a  motion,   after  we 

*  have  approv'd  of  an  eftimate   for  raifing  the 

*  marines  by  new  levies.  But  if  this  motion 
'  fbould  now  be  agreed  to,  we  may  put  off  taking 

*  the  marine  eftimate  into  our  confideration,   till 

*  we  have  a  return  from  his  Majefty  to  this  ad- 

*  drefs  ;  and  if  he  fhould  approve  of  our  advice, 

*  he  would  certainly  order  a  new  eftimate,  con- 

*  form  thereto,  to  be  laid  before  us. 

'  The  prefent  is,    therefore,    the  only  proper 
«  time  for  taking  this  motion  into  our  confidera- 

*  tion ;  and  as  I  have  fhewn,  that  we  can  have  no 
'  occafion  for  fuch  a  great  number  of  land  forces, 

*  befides  marines,  I  think  the  motion  ought  to  be 

*  agreed  to.  I  ftiall  moft  readily  join  in  opinion, 
'  that  a  body  of  marines  ought  to  be  formed ; 

*  and  that  it  ought  to  be  fuch  a  one  as  may, 
'  upon  occafton,  be  fit  for  land  as  well  as  fea  fer- 
'  vice.     But  gentlemen  feem  to  miftake  the  prin- 

*  cipal    defign    of   having   a  body   of  marines: 

*  They  ought  to  be  principally  defigned  to  come 

*  in  aid  of  our  national  ftock  of  feamen,  and  that 

*  we  may  not  be  obliged  to  draw  away  from  our 

*  trade  too  many  of  that  neceflary  body  of  men. 
^  If  this  be,  as  it  ought  to  be,  the  chief  defign, 
'  there  is  no  occafton  for  forming  them  into  regi- 
'  ments,  or  for  putting  ourfelves  to  the  expence 

*  of  having  any  generals  or  field  officers  of  ma- 

*  rines.  Such  officers  of  marines  are  no  way  ne- 
^  ceflary  for  any  fervice,  unlefs  it  be  for  the  fer- 
^  vice  of  minifters  in  this  houfe.     The  expence 

*  of  fuch  officers  is,  therefore,  what  we  may  and 
'  ought  to  fave  to  the  nation.     It  is  an  expence 

*  in  which  we  have  been  long  moft  extravagant, 

*  even  with  refped  to  our  land  army.     We  have 

*  long 
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loftg  been  at  as  great  an  annual  exp^nce  for  our 
land  army,  as  would  maintain  double  the  num- 
ber, according  to  the  eftablifhment  in  any  other 
country  of  Europe.  In  France^  it  is  true,  as 
they  have  officers  en  feconde^  they  may  have  as 
many,  perhaps,  more  officers  than  we  ;  but  the 
pay  of  their  officers  is  not  near  equal  to  ours  ; 
and  if  it  were,  France  would  be  but  a  bad  ex- 
ample for  us.  In  that  abfolute  monarchy,  they 
have  a  great  number  of  officers,  in  order  to 
have  a  great  number  of  their  nobility  employed 
in  their  army,  and  thereby  kept  dependent  upon 
the  crown. 

*  This,  Sir,  is  the  true  reafon,  why  the  French 
have  fuch  a  number  of  officers,  and  not,  as  an 
honourable  gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  affert, 
becaufe  it  makes  their  troops  fuperior  to  the 
Germans  •,  for  it  is  not  really  fo  In  fa6t.  In  the 
laft  age,  the  French  troops  were  better  than  the 
Ger?nanSj  becaufe  they  were  much  better  difci- 
plined  ;  but  now  that  the  German  are  equally 
difciplined,  though  not  equally  officered,  they 
are  rather  better  than  the  French^  as  appeared  in 
the  laft  war  between  thefe  two  nations,  when 
the  French  trufted  more  to  their  numbers,  or  to 
their  art  and  intrenchments,  than  to  the  bravery 
of  their  troops.  But  the  very  reafon  that  in- 
duces the  French  to  have  a  great  number  of 
officers,  ought  to  be  a  reafon  for  us  to  have  as 
few  as  poffible  ,  for  a  great  number  of  officers, 
whether  civil  or  military,  as  they  are  all,  by  our 
prefent  conftltution,  in  the  nomination,  and 
moft  of  them  removable  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
crown,  muft  create  fuch  a  dependence  upon, 
and  thereby  eftablilh  fuch  a  power  in  the  crown^ 
as  is  inconfiftent  with  a  free  government  or 
limited  monarchy.  I  was  really  furprized  to 
hear  an  honourable  gentleman  fay,  that  he 
knows  of  no  alarm  fpread  among  the  people 

!  by 
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*  by  the  great  number  of  officers,  civil  and  milita- 

*  ry,  we  have  at  prefent.    One  would  from  thence 

*  be  apt  to  fufped,  that  he  keeps  company  with 

*  none  but  officers,  civil  or  military ;  for  I  will 

*  venture  to  fay,  that  no  man  can  go  into  any 
'  other  fort  of  company  without  hearing  fome  of 

*  them  exprefs  their  fears  upon  this  head :  And 

*  yet  from  his  faying,  that  we  have  no  more  offi- 
'  cers,  civil  or  military,  than  are  neceflary  for  the 

*  ends  of  government,  one  would  be  apt  to  fuf- 

*  pedt,  that  he  knew  very  little  of  the  nature  of 
'  thofe  many  new  offices  that  have  been  of  late 

*  years  created,  or  of  thofe  old  offices  that  have 
^  been  fplit  into  feveral  parts,  in  order  to  increafe 

*  the  number  of  officers. 

*  Every  man,  Sir,  that  knows  any  thing  of  our 

*  prefent  circumftances,  muft  know,  that  we  have 

*  a  vaft  number  of  places  that  are  abfolute  fine- 

*  cures;  and  thefe,  I  am  fure,  can  be  necefTary  for 

*  no  end  of  government,  whatever  they  may  be 

*  for  the  ends  of  corruption.     Of  this  fort.  Sir, 

*  was  our  late  general  of  marines ;  and  in  the  fame 

*  light  fhall  I  look  upon  every  general,  field  offi- 

*  cer,    pay-mafter,    commifTary,    and  chaplain  of 

*  marines,  that  fhall  be  hereafter  created  or  revi- 

*  ved.     I  know  that  marines  ought  to  be  men 

*  bred  to  land,  as  well  as  fea  difciplime;  and  for 

*  this  reafon,  men  who  have  already  learned  the 

*  land  difcipline,  are  more  fit  for  marines,  efpecial- 

*  ly  as  we  have  immediate  ufe  for  them,  than  raw 

*  or  frefli  men,  that  know  nothing  either  of  knd 
«  or  fea  difcipline.  B'Jt  gentlemen,  I  find,  miftake 
'  the  land  fervice,  which  marines  ought  to  be  de- 

*  iigned  for :    If  mariiies  were  to  ferve  a  whole 

*  campaign  at  land,  and  to  be  made  a  part  of  a  re- 

*  gular  land  army,  I  {hall  grant,  that  they  ought 

*  to  be  formed  into  regiments,  and  to  be  officered 

*  in  the  fame  manner  as  other  land  forces  are  5  but 

Vol,  XVIIL  K  k  *  thi» 
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this  is  a  fervice  that  marines  ought  never  to  be 
employed  in :  When  fuch  an  army  is  to  be  form- 
ed, a  fufficient  number  of  land  forces  ought  to 
be  fent  out  for  that  purpofe.  The  only  land 
fervice  that  marines  ought  to  be  defigned  for,  or 
employed  in,  is  to  fupport  our  feamen  in  ftorm- 
ing  a  town  or  caflle,  after  a  fquadron  of  men  of 
war  has  fo  battered  and  bombarded  it,  as  to 
make  an  afla.uit  pradicable  •,  or  to  make  an  incur- 
fion  upon  fome  open  country,  where  there  are 
no  regular  troops,  or  not  fuch  a  number  of  re- 
gular troops  as  can  be  called  an  army,  to  oppofe 
them  j  and  for  both  thefe  fervices  a  body  of  ma- 
rines, formed  into  independent  companies,  are  as 
good  as  if  they  were  formed  into  regular  regi- 
ments. 

'  For  this  reafon,  Sir,  if  we  are  to  raife  6  or 
7000  men,  formed  into  fix  regiments,  and  re- 
gularly officered  as  other  land  forces  are,  I  fhall 
confider  them  as  land  forces,  and  as  an  addition 
to  our  land  army.  You  may  call  them  by  that 
favourite  name,  marines,  in  order  to  put  a  cheat 
upon  the  publick,  which  I  think  no  way  necefla- 
ry  upon  the  prefent  occafion ;  but  you  cannot 
employ  them  as  marines:  At  leaft  if  you  do, 
the  field  officers  belonging  to  them  will  be  quite 
'  ufelefs,  and  their  pay  an  unneceflary  expence  to 
'  the  publick,  as  long  as  their  regimxents  are  em- 

•  ployed  as  marines.     I  fiiall  readily  agree  to  the 

•  forming  a  body  of  6000  marines,  or  double  that 
'  number,  if  it  Ihould  appear  to  be  necejfiary ;  but 
'  that  body  ought,  I  think,  to  be  formed  into  in- 
^  dependent  companies,  and  brought  in  aid  of  our 
'  national  fi:ock  of  feamen,  in  order,  as  I  have  faid, 
'  to  prevent  our  being  forced  to  draw  too  many 
'  failors  away  from  our  trade ;  and  as  we  have  im- 
'  mediate  occafion  to  employ  them  at  land  as  well 

•  as  fea,  the  private  men  ought,  I  think,  to  be 

*  drawn 
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drawn  from  the  regiments  now  in  onr  fervice, 
and  our  beft  and  moft  experienced  captains  and 
fubalterns  appointed  to  command  them.  This 
is  the  defign  of  the  prefent  motion,  and  there- 
fore I  cannot  but  approve  of  it. 
'  Having  akeady  troubled  you  too  long,  Sir, 
for  which  I  beg  pardon,  I  fhall  conclude  with 
obferving,  that  by  the  method  of  arguing  made 
ufe  of  in  this  debate,  by  thofe  who  have  fpoke 
upon  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  they  have 
not  only  condemned  all  the  arguments  they  have 
themfelves  been  making  ufe  of  for  thefe  twenty 
years,  in  favour  of  a  (landing  army,  but  alfo 
they  have  condemned  the  meafares  lately  taken 
for  m.anning  our  navy.  I  believe,  there  is  no 
experienced  officer  in  our  army,  but  will  confefs, 
that  it  requires  longer  pradice  and  more  pains  to 
teach  common  men  a  natural  and  quick  ufe  of 
the  mufket  and  bayonet,  fo  as  that  they  may 
exercife  them  in  a  body  regularly  and  without 
confunon,  than  to  make  them  mafters  of  all  the 
marches  and  counter-marches,  or  involutions  and 
evolutions,  that  are  pradlifed  in  the  mod  regular 
armyi  and  accordingly  at  all  reviews  we  find, 
that  regiments  oftener  fail  in  their  regular  firings, 
or  in  charging  and  difcharging,  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  exercife :  Therefore,  if  new-raifed 
men  can  in  a  few  days,  or  a  fev/  weeks,  fuffi- 
ciently  learn  the  ufe  of  the  mufket  and  bayonet, 
which  is  the  moft  difficult  part  of  difcipline,  I 
am  fure,  we  have  no  occafion  for  keeping  a 
ftanding  army  always  on  foot;  and  however 
much  we  may  negledt  regular  firing  on  board  our 
men  of  war,  I  muft  take  notice,  that  when  one 
of  our  late  Spithead  expeditions,  for,  I  think, 
we  have  had  feveral,  was  joined  by  a  fmall  fqua- 
dron  of  Dutch  men  of  war,  it  was  obferved,  that 
the  men  on  board  the  Dutch  fhips  were  daily 
K  k  2  '  exercifed 


Parliamentary     A.  1739. 

exercifed  in  the  ufe  of  the  fire-lock,  and  that 
they  charged  and  difcharged  as  regularly  and  as 
quickly,  as  could  be  expeded  from  regular  troops. 
'  Thus,  Sir,  have  thefe  gentlemen  condemned 
the  chief  argument  they  have  been  making  ufe 
of  for  thefe  twenty  years  in  favour  of  a  ftanding 
army ;  and  by  the  arguments  they  have  now- 
made  ufe  of  in  favour  of  marines,  and  for  our 
fupplying  that  fervicc  by  new  levies,  they  have 
condemned  the  whole  tenor  of  our  late  pradice 
for  manning  our  navy.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  fpoke  laft,  who  has  himfelf  had  fome 
experience  in  the  navy,  has  told  us,  there  are 
many  fervices  on  board  a  man  of  war  that  may, 
with  a  little  experience,  be  performed  by  land- 
men as  well  as  feamen ;  and  that  this  experience 
may  be  foon  acquired  by  a  fellow  juft  come  from 
the  plough,  or  by  a  vagabond  juft  pick'd  up  in 
the  ftreets.  I  believe  what  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman fays  to  be  true,  as  I  fhall  be  ready  to  do 
any  fad  he  advances :  I  believe  a  ploughman  or 
a  vagabond,  if  he  be  an  able-bodied  man,  may 
much  fooner  learn  to  hawl  in  an  anchor,  or  to 
perform  any  fuch  fervice  on  board  a  man  of  war, 
than  he  can  learn  the  ufe  of  the  fire-lock ;  but  if 
this  be  fo,  why,  accept  of  none,  or  a  very  few, 
for  our  fhips  of  war,  but  fuch  as  were  expert 
feamen  ?  Why,  refufe  many  able-bodied  vaga- 
bonds, that  were  pick'd  up  in  feveral  of  our 
counties,  and  fent  at  a  great  charge  to  the  fea 
ports,  where  our  regulating  captains  were  pofted, 
and  many  able-bodied  land-men  that  came  to  offer 
themfelves  to  the  fervice  ?  Why,  offer  no  reward 
to  land-men,  as  well  as  feamen,  that  Ihould  vo- 
luntarily come  to  lift  in  his  Majefty's  fea  fervice? 
Sir,  what  inftrudions  our  regulating  captains  had, 
I  know  not,  but  I  know  that  they  refufed  or 
rejeded  a  great  many  land-men,  and  not  a  few 

'  feamen: 
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^  feamen :    Whereas,    in  a  time  of  fuch  diflrefs, 

*  every  man  that  had  no  infedious  diftemper  upon 

*  him,  nor  any  natural  infirmity,  ought  to  have 

*  been   accepted.      And  if  we  had   begun   with 

*  forming  a  body  of  marines  by  draughts  from  our 

*  regular  regiments,  which  his  Majefly  might  have 

*  done,  as  foon  as  he  found  a  war  unavoidal)le; 

*  we  might  have  replaced  them  by  new  levieSj 

*  and  might  by  this  time  have  had  in  the  JVeJi- 
'  Indies  fuch  a  number  of  marines,  as  would  not 

*  only  have  taken,  but  held  any  place  we  thought 
^  fit  to  attack ;  for  as  our  fquadron  in  that  part  of 
'  the  world  can  meet  with  no  oppofition  at  fea, 
^  they  might,  as  foon  as  they  arrived,  have  fent 

*  every  one  of  their  marines  upon  feme  expedition 
^  at  land;  and  as  the  enemy  has  no  regular  army 

*  there,  a  body  of  difciplined  foldiers,  formed  into 
'  independent  companies  of  marines,  would  have 

*  been  as  fit  for  the  fervice,  as  the  beft  and  moft 

*  regular  regiments  we  can  fend  thither. 

'  I  think  I  have  now  anfwered  every  objedion 
'  that  has  been  made  to  the  motion ;  I  hope.  Sir, 
'  I  have  given  fuch  arguments  for  it,  as  are  con- 

*  vincing,  and  therefore,  I  hope,  every  gentleman 
^  that  hears  me,  will  join  with  me  in  giving  his 
'  affirmative  to  the  queftion.* 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  rofe  up,  and  concluded  the 
debate  with  a  fpeech  in  fubilance  thus : 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
'  Sir,  Whatever  other  gentlemen  may  fuppofe  sir  Roben 

*  with  regard  to  the  fpeeches  or  demands  of  their /^^^^^'^'''' 

*  Sovereign,  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  his  Majefty's  ' 
'  fervants,  even  though  they  be  members  of  this 

^  houfe,  to  talk  with  great  refped  of  thofe  fpeeches 

'  that  are  made  by  him,  and  of  thofe  demands 

^  that  are  made  in  his  name,  as  well  as  of  thofe 

K  k  3  '  meflages 
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^  rreffages  that  are  figned  by  him-,  and  when  they 

*  knor',  which  foirjtr  of  them  may  do,  that  they 
'  a^e  not  the  fpeeches  or  demands  of  minifters, 

*  bit  the  real  fpeeches  or  demands  of  their  Sove- 

<  reign  and  Mailer,  they  may,   I  think,  make  ufe 

<  of  nis  Majefty's  nam^e,  e*ven  in  this  houfe,  with- 
'  out  incurring  any  juH:  cenfure.  I  knov^^  that  no 
'  member  of  this  hoafe  ought  to  have  an  implicit 

*  faith  in  any  man,  or  in  any  opinion :  We  ought 
'  to  give  credit  to  no  faci:,  unlefs  it  be  vouched  by 
'  undoubted  evidence,  or  fupported  by  proper  au- 

*  thority,  in  cafes  that  wmII  not  admit  of  evidence: 
'  Neither  ought  we  to  afient  to  any  opinion,  un- 
*■  jefs  it  be  eilabliihed  by  folid  reafoning.  But  in 
'  {late  affairs,  particularly  in  time  of  war,  fafts 
'  may  arife,  which  ma-'  be  certainly  true,  and  may 

*  have  fufficient  vouchers,  and  yet  thofe  vouchers 
?  may  be  fuch  as  cannot  be  kid  before  Parliament: 
'  In  fuch  cafes,  v/e  muil  depend  upon  his  Majefty^s 
^  authority;  and  the  only  method  by  which  that 

*  authority  can  be  communicated,  is  by  fpeech, 

*  meilp.ge,  or  demand. 
*  Every   gentlem,an  will,   I  believe,  Sir,  allow, 

that  defigned  invafions  and  infjrredlions  are  fa6ls 
of  this  nature.  There  may  be  fuch  defigns,  and 
more  probably  in.  time  of  war,  than  at  any  other 

*  timiC;  there  may  be  fufhcient  vouchers  of  fuch 
defigns,  and  yet  thofe  vouchers  may  be  fuch  as 

*  cannor  be  conmiunicated  to  Parliament  •,  there- 
'  fore,  had  I  not  the  leaft  concern  in  the  admini- 

*  flration,  or  in  his  Majefty's  councils,  I  Aiould 
'  be  apt  to  believe  any  infmuation  of  fuch  a  def.gn, 
'  if  fuch  an  insinuation  (hould  be  made  by  his  Ma- 
'  jedy,  either  / n  exprefs  terms,  by  fpeech  or  mef- 
'  fzge,  or  tacitV,  by  deiiring  fijch  a  number  of 
'  forces  as  might  be  neceiTary  for  defeating  or 
^  preventing  the  execution  of  fuch  deiigns.  This 
^  ought  at  all  tim^es  to  be  an  argument  of  fome 

'  weight. 
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weight,  for  prevailing  upon  us  to  grant  the  num- 
ber of  forces,  both  by  fea  and  land,  which  our 
Sovereign  may  think  necefTary ;  but  In  time  of 
war,  this  argument  ought  to  have  a  much  greater 
weight,  becaufe  our  Sovereign  may  then  have 
In  view,  not  only  to  defeat  the  fecret  defigns  of 
our  enemies  againft  us,  but  to  execute  fome  fe- 
cret defigns  againft  them. 

'  I  fhall  admit,  Sir,  that  it  is  our  duty  in  this 
houfe  to  be  jealous  of  the  liberties  and  privileges 
of  the  people,  and  to  be  as  fparing  of  their  pur- 
fes,  as  is  confident  with  their  welfare  and  fecuri- 
ty.  But  both  jealoufy  and  frugality  may  be 
pufhed  too  far :  Jealoufy  often  prompts  the  fuf- 
pedled  to  that  which  would  never  have  entered 
into  their  heads,  if  they  had  not  found  them- 
felves  caufelefsly  fufpeded  -,  and  by  not  giving  a 
little  to  thofe  that  are  to  defend  us,  we  may 
have  the  whole  taken  away  by  thofe  that  are  to 
attack  us.  I  am  certain,  we  had  never  lefs  caufe 
to  be  jealous  than  we  have  at  prefent :  No  one 
flep  of  his  prefent  Majefly's  condudl  could  ever 
furnifh  us  with  the  leaft  intimation  of  his  having 
a  defign  to  incroach  upon  our  liberties  and  privi- 
leges, or  to  make  a  bad  ufe  of  the  regular  troops 
we  keep  on  foot.  Nay,  if  he  had  any  fuch  in- 
clination, the  complexion  of  our  prefent  army 
would  prevent  his  indulging  that  inclination,  by 
forming  defigns  againft  our  liberties :  The  edu- 
cation and  known  fentiments  both  of  the  officers 
and  foldiers  of  our  army,  muR:  convince  us,  that 
they  are  as  great  enemies  to  arbitrary  power,  as 
any  other  fet  of  men  In  the  kingdom;  therefore, 
I  Iball  always  look  upon  our  army  as  a  guard  to 
our  liberties,  and  the  more  numerous  it  Is,  the 
better,  I  mufl:  fuppofe,  our  liberties  will  be 
guarded. 

K  k  4  Mt 
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^  It  is   not.    Sir,    from  any  apprehenfions,    I 
.*  have  of  our  army,  with  regard  to  our  liberties, 

*  that  I  am  againft  its  being  made  more  numerous 

*  than  is  now  propofed.  It  is  the  expence  alone 
^  that  gives  me  any  concern  •,  and  upon  this  ac- 

*  count  only,  I  fhall  always  be  againft  our  raiiing 
'  or  keeping  up  a  greater  number  of  troops  than 
^  I  think  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  fecurity  of 
'  our  liberties,    privileges,    and  properties.     But 

*  my  concern  in  this  refpedt,  I  ihall  never  allow 

*  to  carry  me  fo  far,  as  to  expofe  the  people  to  be 
'  invaded  and  plundered  by  their  enemies,  for 
5  the  fake  of  faving  them  that  trifle  of  expence, 
'  which  may  be  neceflary  for  keeping  on  foot 
^  a  few  more  troops,  or  for  maintaining  a  few 
'  more  officers  ;  and  confidering  that  the  faving 

*  to  be  made  by  what  is  now  propofed,  would 

*  amount  but  to  a  mere  trifle,  I  fhould  never  for- 
'  give  myfelf  for  fuch  a  trifling  and  ill-timed  fraga- 

*  hty,  if  any  corner  of  our  dominions  fhould  be 

*  plundered  and  laid  wafte,  for  want  of  a  fuffi- 

*  cient    number   of  regular   troops    to   repel   an 

*  invading  enemy  *,   or  if  the  marine  forces  wc 

*  fend  abroad  fhould,  upon  any  engagement, 
^  run    into    confuflon,    and    be   deftroyed,     for 

*  want  of  field  officers  to  command  them,  and 

*  keep  them  in  order. 

*  I  know,    Sir,    it  is  our  duty  in  this  houfe, 

*  to  give  our  moft  fincere  advice  to  our  Sove= 

*  reign,    as  often   as   any    important   occurrence 

*  makes  it  neceffary ;  but,  in  order  to  give  that 
'  adyice  its  proper  weight,  we  ought  to  take  care 

*  that  it  fhall  always  be  attended  with  dignity ; 

*  therefore,  we  ought  not  to  interpofe  with  our 

*  advice  too  frequently,  or  upon  trifling  occafions ; 

*  and  we  ought  never  to  give  it  but  upon  full 

*  and  mature  deliberation.  The  affair  now  before 
^  us  is,  I  think,  of  too  trifling  a  nature  for  us  to 

'  interpofe 
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interpofe  with  our  advice,  efpecially  as  it  has 
not  been  particularly  afked  upon  the  prefent 
occafion  ;  and  I  am  fure  it  cannot  be  faid,  that 
we  have  fully  and  maturely  confidered  what  we 
are  about.  The  addrefs  propofed  muft  be  al- 
lowed to  be  fomething  very  different  from  an 
humble  advice.  As  the  eftimate  for  marines, 
prepared  by  his  Majefty's  order,  is  now  before 
us,  this  addrefs  will  be  look'd  on,  as  a  con- 
demnation of  that  eftimate  -,  for  if  that  eftimate 
be  properly  drawn  up,  if  the  method  thereby 
propofed  for  raifing  marines  be  the  moft  proper 
and  frugal  that  can  be  thought  of,  what  occa- 
fion  can  there  be  for  fuch  an  addrefs.'^  If  we 
approve  of  the  eftimate,  it  would  be  ridiculous 
in  us  to  prefent  fuch  an  addrefs  ;  therefore,  our 
agreeing  to,  or  prefenting  fuch  an  addrefs, 
muft  be  confidered  as  a  condemnation  of  the 
eftimate  now  before  us  ;  and  I  appeal  to  every 
gentleman  of  this  houfe,  whether  he  has  fuffici- 
ently  examined  that  eftimate  for  enabling  him 
to  pafs  fentence  of  condemnation  upon  it.  Such 
a  fentence  ought  not,  I  think,  to  be  pafled,  till 
the  eftimate  has  been  actually  read  in  the  houfe ; 
but  fo  far  from  being  read  in  the  houfe,  I  be- 
lieve, it  has  been  read  but  by  a  very  few  mem- 
bers of  the  houfe  ;  and  therefore,  if  no  gentle- 
man gives  his  vote  for  the  addrefs  or  fentence 
of  condemnation  propofed,  but  he  that  has 
read  the  eftimate,  I  believe,  I  may  eafily  guefs 
what  will  be  the  fate  of  the  queftion. 
'  Sir,  I  hope  I  may  fuppofe,  that  in  order  to 
fix  upon  the  moft  proper  methods  for  raifing 
and  forming  a  body  of  marines,  thofe  who  have 
the  honour  to  advife  the  crown,  took  care  to 
examine  the  feveral  eftablifiiments  of  marines 
made  in  former  times,  and  the  feveral  fervices 
they  were  employed  in  -,  and  as  there  are  feveral 

'  perfbns 
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perfons  ftilJ  alive,  who  were  in  the  fervice  in' 
King  William  and  Queen  Anne's  time,  I  may 
fuppofe,  that  thofe  perfons  were  examined,  in 
order  to  know  from  them,  how  the  marines 
performed  the  fervices  they  were  employed  in, 
and  the  defedls  or  advantages  that  were  found 
in  the  eftablifhments  then  made.  This,  I  muft 
fuppofe,  was  done  by  thofe  who  have  the  ho- 
nour to  advife  the  crov;n,  before  they  could 
think  thernfelves  qualified  for  giving  a  proper 
advice  •,  and  this  I  think  we  ought  to  do,  be- 
fore we  can  agree  to  fuch  a  motion  as  the  pre- 
fent.  But  can  it  be  faid,  that  we  have  made 
any  fuch  inquiry,  that  we  have  examined  any 
one  perfon,  or  that  we  have  before  us  any  one 
of  thofe  papers,  which  v/e  ought  to  look  into, 
before  we  prefume  to  give  his  Majefty  any  ad- 
vice upon  this  head  ?  Therefore,  this  addrefs, 
call  it  an  advice,  as  fome  gentlemen  pretend  it 
is,  or  call  it  a  condemnation  of  the  eftimate 
now  before  you,  as  I  think  it  really  is,  in  fhort, 
call  it  what  you  will,  it  cannot  be  faid  to  be  the 
effedl  of  a  mature  deliberation  ♦,  and  therefore, 
it  cannot  be  attended  with  that  dignity,  which 
we  ought  carefully  to  preferve  in  all  our  applica- 
tions or  approaches  to  the  crown. 
'  For  this  reafon,  Sir,  if  I  approved  of  the 
advice  propofed,  I  could  not  approve  of  this 
hafty  and  inconfiderate  manner  of  refolving 
upon  it  •,  but  the  advice  itftlf  is  fuch  a  one  as 
I  cannot  approve  of.  It  is  to  me,  indeed,  a 
very  new  fort  of  dodlrine,  that  in  time  of  war, 
we  have  no  occafion  to  keep  within  the  i{land 
a  greater  number  of  troops,  than  in  a  time  of 
the  moft  profound  tranquiliity.  When  we  are 
at  open  v/ar  with  a  nation  that  has  a  confiderable 
navv,  though  nothing  equal  to  ours  ;  when  that 
nation  has  a  great  number  of  veteran  troops  in 

'  their 
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their  provinces  that  are  next  to  us  ;  and  when 
they  are  every  day  fitting  out  both  men  of  war 
and  tranfports,  I  fhould  think  it  very  unwife  in 
us,  not  to  keep  at  home  for  our  defence,  a 
more  numerous  army  than  we  ufually  have  in 
time  of  peace.  We  may  defpife  the  naval  power 
of  Spain  in  our  fpeeches  and  converfation  here 
at  home  :  I  fhali  grant,  it  is  no  v/ay  equal  to 
ours:  I  ihall  grant,  they  have  but  few  fhips  of 
their  own  fit  for  being  made  tranfports  ;  but 
there  is  always  a  great  number  of  foreign  fhips 
in  their  harbours :  Before  the  war  broke  out, 
there  were  often  more  Britijh  merchant- fliips  in 
their  harbour  of  Cadiz  alone,  than  would  have 
been  fufBcient  for  tranfporting  10,000  foot  to 
Britain  or  Ireland  -,  and  as  that  trade  muft  flill 
be  carried  on,  and  will  now  be  carried  on  by  the 
merchant-fhips  of  Holland^  France^  and  other 
nations,  we  mufl  fuppofe  that  there  will  always 
be  more  foreign  fhips  in  the  ports  of  Spain^ 
than  are  neceffary  for  tranfporting  10  or  12,000 
infantry  to  this  ifland  or  to  Ireland.  Thefe 
fhips  the  court  of  Spain  may,  by  an  embargo, 
force  into  their  fervice  •,  and  as  our  fleet  may  be 
lock'd  up  in  the  channel  by  contrary  winds,  it 
may  be  impofTible  for  us  to  fend  out  a  fquadron, 
either  to  intercept  their  defigned  armado,  or  to 
lock  it  up  or  deftroy  it  in  their  harbour.  This  is 
an  accident  we  can  provide  againll  no  other  way, 
but  by  having  at  all  times  a  land  army  equal  to 
any  they  can  invade  us  with,  for  oppofmg  them 
at,  or  foon  after  their  landing  \  and  therefore, 
I  fhall  always  be  for  keeping  a  more  numerous 
body  of  troops  within  the  ifland  in  time  of  war, 
than  was  ever  thought  neceflary  in  time  of 
peace. 

'  But  befides  the  number  of  troops  neceflary  to 

be  kept  at  home,  for  guarding  us  againfl  inva- 

2.  '  fions 
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*  fions  or  incurfions,  furely.  Sir,  in  time  of  war, 

*  we  ought  to  have  fome  certain  number  of  regu- 

*  lar  troops  ready  to  be  fent  out  upon  fuch  defigns 
'  againft  the  enemy,  as  future  incidents  may  en- 

*  courage  us  to  undertake.     As  the  winter  time 

*  is  the  beft  for  attacking  the  enemy  in  America^ 

*  we  cannot,  perhaps,   fend  out  any  land  forces 

*  for   that   purpofe,    before    the    month    of  July 

*  next  \  but  there  are  other  places  where  we  may, 

*  perhaps,  attack  the  Spaniards  with  advantage  to 
'  ourfelves,  and  great  prejudice  to  them  j    and, 

*  for  this  purpofe,  it  may  be  proper  to  fend  out  a 

*  body  of  disciplined  troops  early  in  the  fpring, 

*  I  do  not  know  that  his  Majefty  has,  at  prefent, 
'  any  fuch  projedl  in  view  ;  but,  fuppofe  he  has 

*  not,  yet  many  accidents  may  occur  before  that 
'  time,  for  rendering  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a  pro- 

*  jedl  not  only  probable  but  certain  ;  and  could 
'  any  one  approve  of  our  conducfl,  if  we  Hiould 

*  lofe  fuch  an  opportunity,  by  not  having  a  fpare 

*  body  of  land  forces  ready  to  be  fent  upon  the 

*  execution?  Could  the  faving  of  80  or  100,000/. 

*  which  is  the  utmoft  we  can  fave  by  what  is 

*  now  propofed,  any  way  counter-balance  the  dd- 

*  vantage  we  might  reap  by  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a 

*  defign? 

'  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay,  Sir,  whether  this 
'  war  can  be  of  a  long  continuance  or  no  ;  but, 
'  I  am  certain,  that  the  moft  infallible  method 
'  we  can  take,  for  making  it  of  a  long  con- 
'  tinuance,  is  to  be  fo  parfimonious  at  the  begin- 
'  ning,  as  not  to  make  the  proper  provifion  for 

*  carrying  it  on  with  vigour.  We  are  told,  by  the 
'  higheft  authority,  that  they  who  go  to  war  ought 

*  to  confult,  whether  they  be  able  with  ten  thou- 
«  fand  to  meet  thofe  that  come  againft  them  with 
'  twenty  thoufand.  But,  it  feems,  we  muft  be  able 
'  to  do  a  great  deal  more  >  for  with  28,000  land 
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'  forces,    we   propofe    to   overcome  Spain   with 

*  above  100,000.     *Tis  true,  our  navy  is  much 

*  fuperior   to   theirs  \    but,    by   our  navy  alone, 

*  we  cannot  propofe  to  force  them  to  a  peace : 

*  We  muft  attack  them  at  land  fome  where  or 

*  other  -,  and,  for  this  purpofe,  we  muft  have 
'  a  fufficient   land   force.     I   believe   they   have 

*  not  at   prefent   any   great   number   of  regular 

*  troops  in  the  JVeft-Indies^  and  we  may  prevent 
«  their  fending  a  great  fleet  and  army  there  at 

*  one  time  ;  but  we  cannot  prevent  their  fending 
'  fmall  detachments  in  fingle  fhips,  or  in  half  a 
'  dozen  fhips  at  a  time  ;    and,    by  fuch  means, 

*  they    may    confiderably    increafe    their   regular 

*  troops  in  the  Wefi-Indies^  even  before  we  can 

*  fend  any  to  attack  them.     It  is,  therefore,  now 

*  impoflible  to  tell,   what  number  of  troops  it 

*  may  be  neceflary  for  us  to  fend  thither,  either 

*  for  attacking  the  enemy,  or  defending  our  own 

*  dominions,  in  that  part  of  the  world  ;  and,  if 

*  we  fend  veteran  troops  thither,  the  new-raifed 

*  troops  that  are  to  replace  them  here  at  home, 

*  ought  to  be  levied  fome  months  before,  in  or- 

*  der  that  they  may  be  trained  to  difcipline,  and 

*  ready  for  fervice,  before  we  fend  away  the  old  i 
^  for  though  we  ought,  and  certainly  muft  fend 

*  out  troops  for  attacking  the  enemy,  or  defend- 
'  ing  our  dominions  abroad,  I  hope  no  gentleman 

*  will  fay,  that  we  ought,  for  that  purpofe,  to 

*  leave  cur  dominions  at  home  defencelefs. 

*  I  ihall  not  fay.  Sir,   that  a  body  of  28  or 
'  29,000    men    is   abfolutely    necefiary    for   our 

*  defence  at   home ;    but,    I  will  fay,    that   we 

*  ought  to  have  that  number  at  leaft,  befides  the 
'  marines  nov/  propofed  to  be  raifed,  in  order  to 
'  be  in  a  condition  to  fpare  8  or  10,000,  as  oc- 

*  cafion    may    require,     for   diftrefting    the    ene- 

*  my,  or  defending  our  dominions  abroad.     And 

a  '  now, 
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now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  method  of  raifinjT 


and  forming  the  body  of  marines  propofed,  as 
no  gentleman  queftions  its  being  necefTary  to 
make  them  fit  for  land  as  well  as  fea  fer vice,  I 
am  furprized  to  hear  any  gentleman  fay,  that 
they  ought  to  be  formed  into  independent  com- 
panies, rather  than  regiments.  I  believe,  every 
gentleman  that  has  ever  feen  any  fervice,  will 
fay,  that  a  body  of  men  formed  into  regiments, 
are  better  for  land  fervice,  and  lefs  liable  to  con- 
fuiion,  than  a  body  of  men  formed  into  inde- 
pendent companies  ;  and  this  is  confirmed  by 
the  prefent  pradUce  of  every  ftate  in  Europe.  In 
little  attacks  and  fklrmi(hes,  where  there  are  not 
above  two  or  three  hundred  men  of  a  fide,  inde- 
pendent companies  may  do  as  well  as  a  detach- 
ment from  a  regiment ;  but,  where  the  contend- 
ing armies  amount  to  thoufands,  it  is  certain, 
that  regiments  are  more  proper  than  independent 
companies  ;  and  as  this  laft  may  very  probably 
be  the  cafe  of  our  marines,  I  mufl;  think  they 
ought  to  be  formed  into  regiments,  f  fiiall 
grant,  that  whilft  thofe  regiments  are  on  board 
our  men  of  war,  the  field  officers  can  be  of  no 
fervice  ;  but  I  hope  they  will  feldom  be  for  any 
long  time  on  board  our  men  of  war:  They 
will  be  there  only  during  the  time  of  tranfport- 
ing  them  from  one  place  to  another ;  and 
wherever  they  go,  the  field  officers  muft  go 
along  with  them,  in  order  to  take  the  command 
of  them  as  foon  as  landed  :  Therefore,  I  hope,  no 
gentleman  will  grudge  the  expence  of  eighteen 
or  twenty  field  officers,  when  it  comes  in  com- 
petition with  the  behaviour  of  our  troops,  and 

the  glory  of  our  country. 

*  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  other  officers,  if  gentle- 
men will  but  take  time  to  look  into  the  eftimate 
upon  our  table,    and  compare  it  with  former 

'  eftabliffi- 
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'  eftablifhrnents  of  the  fame  nature,  they  will  fee, 
'  that  the  body  of  marines  now  to  be  raifed,  is 

*  to    have   no  more   officers   of  any  kind   than 

*  former  experience  has  fhewn  to  be  neceflary.  I 
'  know,  that  the  marines  raifed  in  1692,  had  two 
'  hundred  men  in  each  company  ;  but  experience 

*  foon  fhewed,  that  fuch  companies  were  not  fit  for 
'  land  fervice,  therefore,  they  were  reduced  long 
'  before  King  William''^  death,  to  an  hundred  men 

*  in  a  company;  and  in  1702,  the  marines  that 
'  were  then  raifed,  confifted  but  of  fixty  men  in  a 
'  company  ;  whereas,  by  the  eftimate  upon  our 
'  table,  if  I  may  have  leave  to  mention  an  eftimate 
'  not  yet  read  in  the  houfe,  the  marines  now  to 
'  be  raifed,  are  to  confift  of  feventy  men  in  a 
'  company,  which  is  the  higheft  number  that,  as 
'  all  experienced  officers  fay,  any  company  of  foot 

*  ought  to  confift  of. 

'  Laftly,  Sir,  as  to  the  private  men,  of  which 

*  this  body  of  marines  is  to  be  compofed,  I  muft 

*  think,   his  Majefty  is  the  beft  judge,  whether 

*  they  ought  to  be  all  new-raifed  men  or  old  fol- 

*  diers,  or  partly  one  and  partly  the  other  •,  be- 
'  caufe  he  knows  beft,  what  fervice  they  are  to 
'  be  fent  upon,  and  when  they  are  to  be  fent. 

*  If  they  are  not  to  be  fent  out  till  four  or  fivQ 
'  months  after  they  are  raifed,  it  does  not  fignify 
'  much,  whether  they  be  all  new-raifed  men  or 
'  no,  becaufe,  in  that  time,  they  will  be  pretty 
'  well  difciplined  ;  efpecially  if  they  are  to  be  fent 
'  to  the  V/efi-Indies^  becaufe  they  will  have  no 
'  enemy  to  encounter  there,  but  the  militia  of 
'  the  country,  or  fome  of  the  worft  of  the  Spa- 
'  nijh  troops  ;    for  whatever  we  may  do,   I  am 

*  confident,    the  Spaniards   v/ill  keep  their  bell 

*  troops  at  home,  to  defend  their  m»other  coun- 
'  try.    If  the  private  men  fhould  be  all  draughted 

*  out  of  the  regiments   now  in  our  fervice,    it 

*  would 
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*  would  be  a  lofs  rather  than  a  faving  to  the  na- 

*  tlon  -,  becaufe  an  equal  number  of  recruits  muft 

*  be  immediately  raifed,  for  compleating  thofe  re- 

*  giments,  from  which  the  marines  are  draught- 

*  ed  ;  and,  as  it  will  be  more  difficult  to  find  re- 

*  cruits  for  marching  regiments  than  for  marines, 

*  we  muft  give  a  greater  reward  for  inlifting, 
'  Thus,  if  we  chufe  the  cheapeft  way  of  forming 

*  a  body  of  marines,  we  muft  take  as  many  new- 
'  raifed  men  as  his  Majefty  may  think  confiftent 
'  with  the  fervice  upon  which  he  is  to  fend  them  ; 
'  and,    I  am  fure,   it  will  be  the  quickeft  •,    for 

*  a  great  many  fellows  that  called  themfelves  fea- 
'  men,  have  been  rejecfled  or  turned  out  of  our 

*  men  of  war,  becaufe  they  were  found  not  to  be 

*  expert  feamen,  nor  any  way  fit  for  their  buft- 

*  nefs.   Thefe  men  will  all  immediately  lift  as  ma- 

*  rines,   and   will   make  good   marines,    though 

*  they  could  not  be  accepted  of  as  good  feamen ; 
'  for  though  a  captain  of  a  man  of  war,  after  he 

*  has  got  a  fufficient  number  of  expert  feamen  on 

*  board  his  ihip,  may  accept  of  able-bodied  land- 
'  men,  or  feamen,  that  are  not  expert  in  their  bufi- 

*  nefs,  in  order  to  make  up  his  full  complement, 

*  yet  the  regulating  captains  could  accept  of  very 

*  few  but  expert  feamen,  becaufe  they  could  not 

*  know  how  they  were  to  be  difpofed  of  j   and 

*  by  accepting  of  too  many  land-men,  or  unfkilful 

*  feamen,  fuch  a  number  of  them  might,  by  ac- 
'  cident,  have  been  put  on  board  one  of  our  fhips 

*  of  war,  as  might  have  been  the  caufe  of  lofing 

*  the  (hip. 

*  Upon  this  occafion.  Sir,  I  muft  deli  re,  that 

*  gentlemen  would  confider,    which  of  the  two 

*  ^rvices,   the  publick  or  the  merchant  fervice, 

*  ought,  in  time  of  publick  danger,   to  be  pre- 

*  ferred.     As  we  do  not  in  time  of  peace  keep  a 

*  number  of  feamen  in  pay,  fufHcient  for  manning. 

*  our 
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'  our  navy  In  time  of  war,  when  a  war  lirfl 
'  breaks  out,  the  publick  fervice  muft  be  ntg- 
^  leded,  or  the  merchant-fervice  mufl:  be  dif- 
'  trefTed.  This  is  a  confequence  which  it  is  im- 
'  poffible  to  avoid,  any  way,  but  by  keeping  in 

•  continual  pay  fuch  a  number  of  feamen,  as  may 
'  be  near  fufficient  to  man  the  moft  numerous 
'  fleet  we  may  have  occafion  to  fit  out  in  time  of 
'  war  -,  and  until  this  is  done,  I  am  fure,  every 
'  gentleman  that  has  a  true  regard  for  his  coun- 
'  try,  will  .chufe  to  have  a  Ihort  flop  or  interrup- 
'  tion  put  to  our  trade,  rather  than  to  have  our 
'  whole   expofed    to   imminent   danger,    by   not 

'  fitting  out  fuch  a  number  of  men  of  war  as 

•  may  be  fufHcient  for  our  defence. 

'  I  hope,    I  have  now  fhewn.   Sir,   that  were 

•  the  advice,   propofed  to  be  given  by  this  ad- 
■  drefs,  in  itfelf  right,  it  v/ould  be  wrong  in  us 

to  give  it  without  a  more  mature  deliberation  j 
and,  I  hope,  I  have  likewife  fhewn,  that  it  ap- 
pears to  be  wrong  in  every  particular.     I  am 
fure,   no  gentleman  that  thinks  I  am  right  in 
either  of  thefe  cafes,  can  give  his  afHrmative  to 
the  queflion  •,  and  I  fhall  think  myfelf  very  un- 
lucky,   if  the   majority   of  this    houfe    fhould 
think  I  am  wrong  in  both.     As  for  the  decla- 
matory excurfions  that  have  been  made  about 
the  alarm  given  to  the  people  by  the  great  num- 
ber of  officers,  civil  and  military,  we  have  at  pre- 
fent,  and  about  the  danger  our  liberties  and  con- 
flitution  may  be  expofed  to  by  corrupt  pradlices, 
they  may  be,  and  I  find  they  are  introduced  into 
every  debate  j  but  as  it  would  be  an  endlefs  tafk 
to  anfwer  them  upon  every  occafion,  all  I  fhall 
fay  to  them  upon  this,  is,  that  we  are  here  in 
the  proper  place  for  inquiring  into  fuch  things: 
If  any  gentleman  knows  of  an  unneceffary  of- 
fice that  has  been  lately  fet  up,    or  an  unne- 
VoL.  XVIII.  LI  '  ce/Tary 
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*  ceflary  officer  appointed ;  if  any  gentleman  knows 

*  of  any  attack  that  has  been  lately  made,  or  at- 
^  tempted,  upon  our  conftitution  ;  or  if  any  gen- 
'  tleman  knows  of  any  corrupt  pradices  lately  in- 
'  troduced,  or  made  ufe  of;  he  may,  nay,  as  a 
'  member  of  this  houfe,  which  is  the  grand  in- 
'  queft  of  the  nation,    he  is  in  duty  bound  to 

*  take  notice  of  it  to  the  houfe  ;    but  then  he 

*  ought  to  be  particular :  He  ought  to  name  the 
'  office  or  officer  fet  up  or  appointed,  the  attack 
'  that  has  been  attempted,  or  the  corrupt  pradice 
'  that  has  been  made  ufe  of;  and  he  ought  to 

*  move  for  an  inquiry  into  what  he  finds  fault 

*  with ',  for  by  thus  declaiming  in  general,  he 
'  can  do  no  fervice  to  his  country,  he  can  give 

*  the  houfe  no  information,  nor  correal  any  abufe. 

*  He  does  nothing  but  take  up  the  time  of  this 

*  houfe  moft  unneceiTarily  -,  for  he  cannot  expedt 

*  that  fuch  general  declamations,  though  they 
'  may  pleafe  the  galleries,  ffiould  have  an  influence 
'  upon  any  gentleman  that  has  the  honour  of  be- 

*  ing  a  member  of  the  houfe  -,  and  much  lefs  can 
'  he  exped:  their  having  fuch  an  influence  in  this 
'  queftion,  where  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the 
'  war  is  at  flake,  than  in  any  queftion  of  a  difl^e- 

*  rent  nature  that  can  come  before  us.' 

The  queftion  being  put,   it  was,   upon  a  divi- 
flon,  carried  in  the  negative;  noes  177,  yeas  9^5. 


T'be  End  of  the  Eighteenth  Vo  l  u  m  e  . 


